December 10, 2023
2nd Sunday of Advent

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church

720 East Beach Boulevard
P. 0. Box 1529
Long Beach, MS
Phone: (228) 863-1610
Fax: (228) 868-6068

www.saintthomaslb.or

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Pastor: Fr. Satish Adhav (228) 863-1610 FrSatish@saintthomaslb.org
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Vincent Ajayi (228) 863-1610 FrVincent@saintthomaslb.org

Deacons: Ernest “Buddy” Vancourt & Jerry Dubuisson

ADVENT

Mass Schedule
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am
Rosary 8 am

Friday 6:30 am

Rosary 6 am

Saturday 4 pm (vigil)

Sunday 7:30 am, 9 am, 11:30 am,
5:30 pm

Confession

Saturday 3:15 pm - 3:45 pm or
by appointment

Our Mission Statement
The people of St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish in Long Beach form a community
of faith dedicated to Catholic teaching and
tradition. We welcome God's
children of all ages to worship with us.
Through prayer, education and
formation, we are called by Jesus to bring
hope and healing for life eternal to all
people. Empowered by the
Holy Spirit, we strive to use our personal
and communal gifts to live the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Join Our Parish
To join the St. Thomas family, go to
www.saintthomaslb.org/register-family-
at-st-thomas-the-apostle and complete
and submit a registration form. Paper
forms can be found in the
office or in the back of the El iy
church! ;
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A VOICE OF ONE CRYING OUT IN THE DESERT:
“PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD,
MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS.
EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED
AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE MADE LOW.”




@Around Our Parish...

ADORATION - Wed., 9am-5pm

BAPTISM CLASS - Last Sat. of every month at 9:30am
in the Religious Education Center. Contact Sue Hoffman
(228) 313-0157 or psuchoffman@gmail.com to reserve
your spot.

BELL CHOIR - Contact Tyler Brandon 228-424-2970
music2(@saintthomaslb.org

CHOIR - Small Group Practices. As per Choir Dir.
GOOD SHEPHERD SHOWCASE - Open every other
month before and after all masses. By appointment. Call
Bitsy (228) 669-3750 or Darlene (404) 630-6624 or email
svdp.member(@saintthomaslb.org

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Meetings 1st & 3rd Thurs.
every month, 7pm - 4th Degree follows the 1st Thurs.
meeting

KC BREAKFAST - 3rd Sun., every month, 8am-11am
LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS - Meetings 3rd Thurs. every month, 7pm
LECTIO DIVINA - Meets every Tues. after Mass to
reflect on the following Sunday’s readings.

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR - 1st Sun. every month
LUNCHKINS - 2nd Wednesday, every month, 11:30am
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY - Every Thurs. 6pm, in the library
of the Religious Education Center

QUILTERS - Meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Tues. of the
month, 9:30am, Rm 222

SVDP SOCIETY - The office is open to help.

Mon. 9:30am-12:30pm, & Thurs. 9:30am-12:30pm
YOUTH GIFT CARDS (SCRIP) - During office hours,
Mon - Fri, 9am - 4pm

SCRIP GIFT CARDS ARE ON SALE
IN THE PARISH OFFICE
THESE WILL MAKE GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Aeropostale, Amazon, American Eagle, Applebee's,
Barnes & Nobles, Bath & Body Works,
Bed Bath & Beyond, Buffalo Wild Wings,
Burger King, Cabelas, Chili's, Chuck E. Cheese's,
Coastal Car Wash, Cracker Barrel, Dairy Queen,
Dick's, Dillard's, Domino's, Gymboree, Hallmark,
Home Depot, iTunes, JC Penney, Landsend,
Little Caesars, Lowe's, Nike, O'Charley's,
Office Max, Outback, Papa John's, PetSmart,
Pier 1 Imports, Pizza Hut, Rite Aid, Sears-Kmart,
Shaggy's, Shoe Carnival, Sonic, Taco Bell, Talbot's,
T.J. Maxx, Winn Dixie

\_ Contact Information

Baptism: Sue Hoffman 228 313-0157
suehoffman@gmail.com

Maintenance: Ben Dilorenzo 228-596-3379

maintenance@saintthomaslb.org

Bell Choir Director: Tyler Brandon 228-424-2970

music2@saintthomaslb.org

Bulletin Editor: Alice Necaise 228-697-1943

bulletin@saintthomaslb.org

Liturgical Music Director:Lauren Hymel 228-863-1610

music@saintthomaslb.org

Pastoral Council: Deacon Jerry Dubuisson 228-348-1997

dfdchiefjerry@att.net

Prayer Intentions: Martha Johnson

praver@saintthomaslb.org

RCIA Director: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835

rcia@saintthomaslb.org

St. Vincent de Paul: Mike Barry 228- 822-0609

svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org

Secretary: Dee McKenna 228 863-1610

secretary@saintthomaslb.org

SRE Coordinator: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835

religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org

Youth Ministry: Kaitlynn Claret 228 236-4899

youthministry@saintthomaslb.org

Income Nov 25 & 26
ACH (electronic draft) $1,515.00
E-giving $1,170.00
E-giving Maintenance &

Re%tora%ion $630.00
E-giving Insurance & Utilities $100.00
Regular Collection $8,531.00
Maintenance & Restoration $1,767.00
Insurance & Ultilities $20.00
Pickle Jar $96.00
St. Vincent de Paul Pharmacy $40.00
Total $13,869.00

HANK YO
for yowr generesily

LIVE THE LITURGY -
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Christ is making a journey into each of
our hearts this Advent. Clear away
whatever blocks His way. Make
straight the path. Invite Him in.




Qx Eucharistic Adoration:
" Spending time with Jesus

500
==

Last Advent we began having Adoration on
Wednesdays from 9:00 to 5:00. It has been very
successful. The chapel is rearranged and is so
conducive to prayer. Now we would like to expand
our Adoration to include Fridays. It would be in the
chapel from 7:00 to 5:00. We need two people signed
up for each hour. Please call or text Sue Hoffman at
228-313-0157 to sign up for the time slot you would
like. Adoration is a wonderful way to spend a quiet
hour with Jesus. You will reap many blessings.

Prison Ministry Donations

Red bins are out for the prison ministry donations!
They will remain out throughout Advent, so three full
weeks.

e Plain white socks for men

o Stick deodorant for men

e Hard candy

There are over 400 male inmates so we will be
collecting the socks and deodorants for men only,

We will make a count for the women in a couple of
weeks, usually only 8 — 12, and will buy for them with
some of the cash donations at that time.

Featured Advertiser

SR GEE et
. — Celebrating 35 Years l
tﬁ ’_e?gr uw:mc..q s oG M

You're prepared. We've got your back.
' Fortress™ 12xW' and 20kW' home standby generator systems.
. Now with 3 standarg 10-year kmited warranty

o

125 North Ocean Wave Ave. * Long Beach
228-863-0677 « baymotorwinding.com

NATIONAL

% Eucharistic
Congress

ARE YOU
+ GOING

to the first National Eucharistic
Congress in 83 Years?

Can you imagine reciting the Confiteor or praying the
Our Father with 80,000 other Catholics at the Lucas Oil
Stadium in July 2024? Talk about whenever two or more
are gathered in His name!

Can you imagine five days with our brothers and sisters
from across the country...encountering Jesus in the celebra-
tions of the Eucharist, discovering the depth of our faith
through powerful preaching, receiving the healing Jesus
longs to give us, embarking on a new chapter in our faith
journey, gathering with our Catholic family from every
corner of the nation, being set on fire with the Holy Spirit
like never before and being equipped and empowered to
bring Christ's love to the world?

All this and more awaits us at the National Eucharistic
Congress in Indianapolis, IN, July 17 - 21, 2024. You can
learn more and purchase your 5-day pass at
www.eucharisticcongress.org. But there are all those other
pesky details concerning travel and hotel accommodations
to deal with....but have no fear...your Diocese of Biloxi
Eucharistic Revival Team has put together a package that
includes everything you need...ground or air transporta-
tion, airport transfers, a luxury hotel near the stadium and
event passes that are just waiting for you!

Take a moment to view this short video from the
Eucharistic Congress promotion team regarding the
National Eucharistic Congress (you may get an advertise-
ment at first): www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4pl ENUCrrE

Use this link to view the travel packages arranged by
Cara Group Travel: caragrouptravel.com/nec-2024-tour

This is an amazing opportunity...a once in a lifetime
experience...the first National Eucharistic Congress in 83
years!

Leading up to the Eucharistic Congress...there will be a
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage consisting of 4 separate
Eucharistic Processions starting at 4 corners of our country
and ultimately meeting in Indianapolis.

South Mississippi is blessed to be on the Juan Diego
route that begins in Brownsville, TX. Jesus and His 12
member Eucharistic Pilgrimage Team will arrive in Mis-
sissippi on Monday, June 10, 2024 and head to Mobile on
Friday, June 14, 2024.

Your Diocesan Eucharistic Revival Team is planning 5
days of activities to include Masses, community gatherings
and Eucharistic Processions across the Mississippi Gulf
Coast. St. Thomas the Apostle is one of the stops. This
will be an amazing public display of faith to our
community.

Stand-by for more information. You may also visit for
more national level information:
www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org




% Prayer is Powerful. Please Pray with Us )

Chandler, Jadon Michael, Marie, Nellie Abadie, Adam Amort, Georgia Bailey, Darlene Barry,
Nancy Damino, Jennie Grey, Beth and Danny Hansen, Cleve Harrington, Karen Hillman, Brenda Holley,
Jerry Kenney, Myrtle Pace, Nancy Kurowski, Joe Bill Moller, Chris Papania

...and all others in our parish and community
in need of healing, physical or spiritual.
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w Mass Tntentions
Mon Dec 11 8:30 am T Leaticia Ahaotu
Tue Dec12 8:30am +E94.D. Taylor
Wed Dec 13 8:30 am tEdward Hatem
T Remiszewski Family
Thu Dec14 9:00 am T Lois Garnett
Fri Dec15 6:30 am 1 Marlene Falk
*Sir Joachim Kuyoro
Sat Dec16 4:00 pm *tFred Drouant
Sun Dec17 7:30 am T Dolores Snow
9:00 am 1y The people of St. Thomas
Parish and Long Beach
11:30 am *+/Irma Ladner
5:30 pm t+Sr Mary Ann O’Brien

@-Birthday *-Deceased ¥ -Healing Eh -Special intentions

-Wedding Anniversary ~*-Ordination Anniversary
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N Real in Peace

Harold Cioffi
Elizabeth Mitchell

Dear Lord,

Open our eyes to the people

You have specifically placed in our path & 5
so that we can speak healing

and comfort to them.

Help us to prepare for the coming
of Your kingdom, together.
Amen.

HEALING MASS
Friday, December 22, 2023 at 5:00 PM.
Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church
3 216 Saucier Ave.

Pass Christian, MS. 39571
Please bring your friends and those who
need special prayers in this powerful
Healing Mass.

Confirmation and Holy Orders

ﬁpw’}m@m&wgg

Mon Dec11  Father Donbosco Puthiyakunnel
Tue  Dec12  Father Mark Ropel
Wed Dec13  Father Alwin Samy
Father Jacob Smith OFM
Thu Dec14  Father James Smith
Father Mike Snyder
Fri Dec 15 Father Michael Somers
Sat Dec 16  Father S. Kennedy Soosa
Sun  Dec17  Father Emmanuel Subaar

Pr- ,
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Sunday December 10  7:30 am  Fr Vincent

9:00 am Fr Vincent
11:30 am  Fr Satish
5:30 pm  Fr Satish

Monday December 11  8:30 am  Fr Vincent
Tuesday December 12 8:30 am Fr Satish
Wednesday December 13  8:30 am Fr Satish
Thursday  December 14  8:30 am  Fr Satish

Friday December 15  6:30 am  Fr Vincent
SVdP School  8:30 am  Fr. Satish

Saturday December 16  4:00 pm  Fr Vincent
Sunday December 17  7:30 am  Fr Satish
9:00 am  Fr Satish

11:30 am  Fr Vincent

5:30 pm  Fr Vincent




(LIFE TEEN ‘v EDGE

MiddTe Schood Minstry

December 10™ — Annual Gingerbread Competition
December 17" — Christmas Break
January 7™ — Spring Kick off! Bingo Night

A

Thank you so much for your wonderful response to
our two Angel trees. Please return gifts unwrapped
by Sunday, December 10th. Remember to attach the
angel to your gift. You may use a gift bag. We just
want to make sure if the children are in the same
family they have an equal amount and if not we will
fill in. Also we will supply the parents what they
need to wrap the gifts themselves since this is
important to them. May God bless your family for
sharing the true meaning of Christmas.

The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary

Make a Gift for the Christ Child

Children are invited to bring gifts to the Christ Child
during the 4pm Mass on Christmas Eve. Come early
to the community center where children will make
and wrap gifts to bring up to the Baby Jesus during
the offertory procession. All ages welcome.
This is great way for our children to adore Jesus on
His birthday. Children will pick up their gift after
Mass in the east foyer to place it at they Nativity
Scene in they home.

December 24™, 3:00pm (Prior to 4:00pm Mass.)

Parish Community Center
Contact: Dave Gauthier; 228-596-8835,
religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org

A Journey with the Holy Family

A Special Children’s Program
at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish in Long Beach
to Celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family

We will start in Nazareth

with the Annunciation to Mary.

Then accompany
Mary to greet Elizabeth
in the Judean hill country.

L

We will travel with Mary
and Joseph from Nazareth
to Bethlehem.

Then with the Holy Family
to Egypt and return to
their home in Nazareth.

Open to children ages five through eleven.
Thursday & Friday, Dec 28th & 29th,
8:30 am until 11:30 am
Saturday Dec 30th, 8:30 am until 2pm.
Pageant recreating the
Journey of the Holy Family
S$aturday at 1pm

Register before Dec 18th so we can be
ready to welcome your child!

No Registration Fee. Please provide
pre-wrapped snacks and drinks.
For Further Information contact

religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org




GOSPEL MEDITATION
December 10, 2023 2™ Sunday of Advent

We like to think we are totally free, but the bitter truth is we simply are not. Or better put, our freedom is limited on every side —
by governments, corporate giants, physical and mental frailties, genetic shortcomings, and even the boundaries of time and space,
and above all, the burden of our sins and pending deaths. In our day, we are perhaps particularly aware that we are not free to dis-
connect from the technocratic rulers of the air. If you doubt me, try not paying your internet bill and see what happens. We are not
totally free.

It’s nothing new, of course. In Jesus’ day, everyone felt the crushing weight of the Roman Empire. You can say you’re free all
you want. But try not paying your taxes to Rome and see what happens.

Once we feel this burden in our own lives — however it comes — we are ready to hear the stunning announcement that com-
mences Mark’s gospel, “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” It’s not a simple perfunctory introduction,
but a dramatic announcement of new freedom. The word “gospel” was a political, even military, term. It meant: a great victory has
been won and a new king is in charge. This Jesus — not the Roman emperor — is God’s son, and he has defeated all that crushes
human freedom. It’s time to follow him and be truly free. This week let’s refuse to submit our freedom to false rulers — especially
that of sin. And let’s rejoice that Christ is coming to make us perfectly free from all our oppressors.

— Father John Muir ©OLPi
Readings for the week of December 10, 2023 QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2
Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 First Reading: The prophet Isaiah offers comfort and
Monday: ls 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk  1OPe to the Israclites who were captive in Babylon in pro-
5:17.26 claiming that the glory of the Lord is returning to Israel.
) e U Do you have family or friends who could use words of en-
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt couragement from you?
13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt Second Reading: Peter speaks of being at peace while we
11:28-30 wait for the promise of new heavens and a new earth when
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1and 9, 10-11,12-13ab/  Christ returns. What gives you peace of mind these days?
Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19  Gospel: Fulfilling the prophecies of Isaiah, John the Bap-
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18- tist proclaimed the arrival of Jesus, “one mightier than I...
19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 (who) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Where do

Next Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 (Is  YOou sense the Holy Spirt present in your life?
61:10b)/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 g
“Why was St. George tired?”

Observances for the week of December 10, 2023

Sunday: 2" Sunday of Advent

Monday: St. Damasus |, Pope

Tuesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe

Wednesday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

Thursday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of
the Church

Friday:

Saturday:

Next Sunday: 3" Sunday of Advent

Catholic Trivia

Q: Which two sacraments are traditionally administered
by bishops instead of priests?

Find the answer somewhere in the bulletin

Last Weeks Catholic Trivia

St. George is the patron saint of
England, he was a soldier and
Q: What is the title for the superior of a women’s officer in the Roman army who was

monastic religious community? martyred for his faith in Jesus.
A: Abbess SCe)




Kid's Corner

PUZZLE

Find the 2 identical camels.

Y. SHARING THE GOSPEL

When you play on a baseball team, you learn how
to pay attention. Your coach reminds you and your
teammates to stay ready. You learn to watch the
ball. Those are good lessons to learn, because Jesus
wants you to pay attention, too. Keep your eyes

and your mind on Jesus, so you're ready when he
comes. COLOR

/sOMETHING TO DRAW irF:;agC(l;he Gospel of the week and color the

Draw a picture of yourself being kind to a

friend.

% PRAYER

Jesus, help me to learn from my mistakes.
Thank you for forgiving me.

TMISSON —

"
Ask your family if you have hurt their feelings.
Ask them to forgive you. 2nd Sunday of Advent « Mark 1:1-8

©2007 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, Wl 53151-0817 - 1-800-950-9952 x2469 - LPiResourceCenter.com




If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! g '_, =y
vAmbulance Snnwslau$19 95 amonth %, R Wi

v'Police vFire '\ e

rlemls,'Famlty M“i"’“'
tivation
This Butten SAVES Livea!
A Fhowen GFS,

NO Long Term Contracts ®
ﬁngLl 80" 909 3352 GPS Tracking wi Fal:;;::l:m
Nationwide No Land Line Needed

MDMedAlert st setup,No Contract

SaferGurdng hmercy'y briors Moo’ 247 365 Monitoring in the USA

YOUR LONG BEACH REAL ESTATE EXPERT
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ELVIS GATES

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Kevin Griffin Agent
218 E. Railroad St.
kgriffin@4LPi.com Long Beach
(228) 864-6323

(800) 950-9952 x2157

ADOLPH BOURDIN, INC.
Air Conditioning Heating
228-452-4432
“Your Comfort Crafisman”™
Third Generation
Family Owned & Operated in the Pass - Since 1938

www.elvisgates.com

- ; s REALTY, INC.
!3

Dedicated to Growing St. Thomas
and the Long Beach community

Office Cell
228.287.1000 » 228.860.0082
LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Kevin Griffin

kgriffin@4LPi.com * (800) 950-9952 x2157

G Ja:shﬂ Hearin E -':-!’.
N Center s

enter Comprehensive Heanng Testing and Hearing Aid Services

1720A Medlcal Park Drive, Suite 140 Biloxi (228)-207-7102
3017 13th Street Gulfport (228)-863-6592
. 100 Drinkwater Road Bay St Louis (228)-467-5121

coastal-hearing.com

RIEMANN FAMILY

Funeral Homes

Est. 1920
Long Beach and Pass Christian’s
Only Funeral Home since 1964
o Preplanning
« Funeral and Cremation Services
* Monuments

228-865-4700

19130 Commission Rd.  www.riemannfamily.com

|

et

24 AMY WOOD

228-452-5408

125 Davies Ave Suite F
Pass Christian, MS

AMY
228-216-7649
CHUCK
228-216-5171

N R VYWER

PROPERTIES [

Since 1865
BrAaDFORD-0’KEEFE
FuxeraL Homes, Inc,

SCHOOL ADMISSION

Open For Registration!

Biloxi Gulfport Ocean Springs Period 2023-2024
374-5650 865-0090 875-1266 Contact Us!  228-206-1355
West Biloxi Cllrange Grove Vancleave www.WittmannLearningCenter.com
388-1811 831-2322 826-4511 533 Klondyke Rd., Long Beach, MS

24 HOUR nn o
SERVICE @
[ ] L I
Dominos

The Fastest Pizza

5206-A RAILROAD ST.

GULFPORT. MS Deliery Experts \N\TTMP;T; -
«= ORDER 4t o~ aN
228-863-7743 || LLIEEITE" LENTER
oo StateFarm

Sinus & Allergy -
Specialist mﬁ -

Functional Rhinoplasty "‘“

E. G. Warren
1301 Pass Road

Gulfport, MS
4 Michael Seicshnaydre
MD, FACS, FAAOA ; 228-864-2060
228 I8‘64 @ 0828 www.egwarren.com

www.gulfcoastrhinoplasty.com

Owner
228.863.7801
sealstires@gmail.com

3200 25TH AVENUE
GULFPORT, M5 39501

JACK BEATTIE S
House of Carpet

Custom Drapery
Imported Tiles & Wood

864-6856

0il Changes - Tires - Brakes

Front End Alignments

IPj

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Long Beach, MS A 4C 05-4105



