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Saint  Anthony Cathol ic  Church  
Roman Catholi c  Diocese o f Great  Falls—Bill ings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
   Saturday      5:30 pm 

   Sunday      8:45 am, 11:00 am 

Daily Mass Schedule: 
   Tuesday      5:30 pm 

   Wed – Sat      9:00 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   Sunday              7:45 – 8:30 am 

   Tues & Sat         4:00 – 5:00 pm 

   Before & After Daily Mass 

   OR By Appointment 

Pastor:  Rev Bart Stevens 
   406-633-4550 

    OR ecclesiasubterra@protonmail.com  

Deacon:  Rev Dave Odermann 
   Contact through the office. 

 

Contact Us 
Main Office @ 628-7182 

    OR paduaoffice@gmail.com  

Religious Education @ 628-7484 

    OR paduareoffice@gmail.com  

Office Hours:        

   Tues, Thurs, Fri  10 am – 2 pm 

   Wed                  10 am – 5 pm 

Mailing Address:   

    317  W 7th St, Laurel, MT  59044 

Online: 

    www.saintanthonycatholicchurch.org  

    facebook.com/  

    saintanthonycatholicchurchmontanalaurel 

Secretary:       Michelle Lopez  

Bookkeeper:    Kathy Manders 

Religious Ed:    Rita Baeten 

Custodial:        Rita Baeten 

Please remember to contact Fr. Bart if you or 
someone in your family is hospitalized or enters a 
care facility. 

 

 

Fourth  

Sunday  

of  

Advent 

 

 

COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS 

Come, thou long 

expected Jesus, 

Born to set thy people 

free 

From our fears and sins 

release us. 

Let us find our rest in 

thee. 

Israel's strength and 

consolation, 

Hope of all the earth 

thou art. 

Dear desire of every 

nation 

Joy of every longing 

heart. 

Born thy people to 

deliver, 

Born a child and yet a 

king 

Born to reign in us 

forever, 

Now thy gracious 

kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal 

spirit, 

Rule in all our hearts 

alone 

By thine own sufficient 

merit, 

Raise us to thy glorious 

throne. 

By thine own sufficient 

merit, 

Raise us to thy glorious 

throne. 

http://www.saintanthonycatholicchurch.org
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Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, Lex Vivendi! 

"How we pray forms what we believe, which forms the way we live."  

The Three Masses of Christmas 

In addition to the Vigil Mass which is celebrated on 
Christmas Eve, the Church gives us three Masses to 
celebrate on Christmas Day; three different times and 
ways to celebrate our Lord’s Nativity!    

The first is the Midnight Mass which really should start at 
Midnight.  Why?  Because we have good reason to 
believe, as many of the Fathers of the Church did, that He 
was born at midnight.  The angels appeared to the 
shepherds during the night watch.  And there is a passage 
from the Book of Wisdom that says, “For when peaceful 
stillness compassed everything and the night in its swift 
course was half-spent, Your all-powerful word from 
heaven’s royal throne bounded, a fierce warrior, into the 
doomed land…. He still reached to heaven, while He stood 
upon the earth.”  The Fathers of the Church understood 
this is a reference to our Lord’s birth.  It is at this Mass 
that we hear the Gospel account of our Lord’s birth in 
Bethlehem: Jesus is born of the Virgin Mary, born in the 
flesh.    

In the Mass at Dawn, which really should be celebrated at 
dawn, we hear the Gospel account of the shepherds 
coming to see the Divine Child in the manger: Jesus is born 
by grace in the hearts of the shepherds.    

In the Mass During the Day, sometime after dawn and 
before evening, we hear from John’s Gospel, chapter one: 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 
with God…”  This is about our Lord’s eternal birth of God 
the Father, as we say in the Creed, “Eternally begotten of 
the Father.”  And later on in that passage from John, “The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  Also in that 
same passage, “But to those who did accept Him, He gave 
power to become children of God, to those who believe in 
His name, who were born not by natural generation, nor 
by human choice nor by a man’s decision, but of God.” 

Taken together and in order, these three Masses teach us 
that the child born in Bethlehem is the One who desires to 
be born in our hearts through grace; and through the 
incarnation of the eternally begotten Son of God, we can 
become true children of God—born of God! 

The celebration of our Lord’s birth is also the celebration 
of our new birth which we receive through baptism and 
faith.  Let us celebrate His birth with joy and gladness; and 
celebrate our own in Him by striving to become more and 
more like Him.  He became like us, so that we might 
become like Him. 

Pax,    

 Fr Bart 

Fr has scheduled the final two Advent Rorate 
Candlelight Masses which will be offered at 7 
am on December 22 and December 23.  Re-
member—Candlelight only! 

DRAWING TODAY!!!  Due to the generos-
ity and skilled efforts of our parishioners, 
the parish raffle has grown!  Four beauti-
ful items are on display in the Narthex.  
These would be  wonderful Christmas 
presents!  The funds raised ($580 to date) 
will support the window replacement 
project.  The tickets sell for $5 each or 6 
tickets for $20.  Purchase your tickets 
ASAP!!  There will be a seller available 
after Masses. The drawing will be held 
TODAY! December 19 after 11 am Mass.   

Feast day of St John, Apostle 

 December 27 

Fr Bart will be doing the traditional blessing of wine for the 
Feast of St. John on Monday, December 27th. If you would 
like to receive the special blessing of this feast, bring your 
wine (as much as you wish) to the sacristy, and Father will  
bless it. 

Wine is blessed on this day because according to legend, St. 
John was served poisoned wine, but survived because he 
blessed the wine before he put it to his lips; the poison rose 
from the chalice in the shape of a serpent. In his happy 
memory, Catholics bring wine to church, which the priest 
blesses, turning it into a sacramental called the “Love of St. 
John.” Catholics use this sacramental wine for special occa-
sions throughout the year and to give to the sick. 

The wine is also a symbol of the great love of Christ that filled 
St. John’s heart with loyalty, courage and enthusiasm for his 
Master. He alone of all the apostles was not afraid to stay 
close to Jesus during the Passion and Crucifixion and he was 
the only Apostle not martyred.   

At least some of the wine blessed on the feast should be en-
joyed on the day of the feast itself. When it is drunk on his 
Feast Day, we drink it before dinner as a toast to St. John. The 
Father of the house lifts his glass toward Mother and says, “I 
drink you the love of St. John.” The Mother replies “I thank 
you for the Love of St. John” and then turns to the oldest 
child, lifts her glass, and says, “I drink you the love of St. 
John…” – and on it goes down the line until each has been 
toasted. 

The wine may be served as is, out of the bottle, or may be pre-
pared as in this recipe: 

St. John’s Love (serves 8) 

1 quart red wine 

3 whole cloves 

1/16 teaspoon ground cardamom 

2 two-inch cinnamon sticks 

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

1/2 cup sugar 

Pour the wine into a large saucepan. Add 
the remaining ingredients. Boil for 5 
minutes (this evaporates the alcohol). 
Serve hot.   
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Parish Council of         
Catholic  Women  

Pres:   Stephanie Swecker  
 855-8416 

Dec Altar Cleaning St Joan 
Dec 19 Coffee & Rolls St Joan 
Dec 26 Christmas Break  
Jan 2 Epiphany Celebration 
 

PCCW  Meeting, 6:30 pm,  
January 10,St Louise Hosting 

 
Knights of Columbus  -   

Fr Shevlin Council #6455 

Grand Knight,  Michael Temporal 

Knight of the Month -  Van Hagestad 

KC Family of the Month – 

 Rod & Linda Halvorson 

KC Meeting, 7:00 pm, January 17 
 

Will you be traveling?   
Look up Reverent Catholic Mass at 
https://reverentcatholicmass.com  to 
find parishes listed and shown on a map 
of the US.  To stay informed about parish 
events follow the St Anthony website. 

Diocesan Victim Assistance:  

Confidential Line 406-750-2373 

Email victimassistancecoord@gmail.com 

PARISH MINISTRY CONTACTS 

Men’s Holy League—please contact 
Joseph Kalinowski, by email  mon-
tana_skis@yahoo.com  
Men’s Book Club—Contact Jim Borer, 
406-679-2974 or 
JimB8104@protonmail.com  
Seven Sisters Apostolate—please con-
tact the Seven Sisters Anchoress, 
Brooke Speidel, call/text 307-575-
2547 speidelbunch@gmail.com  
Parish Meal Train— please contact   
Gabrielle Kojder at 415-713-6018 or      
gabrielle@kojder.org  
Homeschool Co-Op—please contact 
Janecek_Sienko@yahoo.com or call/text 
Jodi at 406-438-5805.  
Prayer Shawl—if you would like to gift 
a shawl to someone in need, please 
contact the office staff. 
More ministry details on our website. 

Saint Anthony Stewardship Report 
Fiscal Year-to-Date Income $    112,013.70 
Fiscal Budget   
 
Income week of December 12 $       4,310.00 
Weekly Budget   
 
Window Replacement, Phase 1 $  248,838.15 
Collected as of October 17 $  182,442.36 
Remaining Balance  $    66,395.79 
 
Overpayment to Care & Share $     -1,898.50 
 

Prefer online donation?   
Secure online donations to St Anthony  

available on our website!   
Go to:  www.saintanthonycatholicchurch.org  

Special Thanks to Our Electronic Givers!   
 

Thanks to all for your continued support! 

Attention LECTORS:  A new schedule will be 
forthcoming for the period January 22 - August 
28.  Please notify Jack Auzqui by January 10th of 
any times you are unable to serve or any other 
changes you wish to make.  You can reach Jack 
by email at jmauzqui@gmail.com or by phone 
406.208.3068.   

There is always a need for additional Lectors, 
particularly for the Saturday evening and Sunday 
11am services.  Contact Fr. Bart or Jack if you 
wish to serve the Lord in this regard; thank you!  

Offertory envelopes for 2022 are 
now available for pickup in the 
Narthex. If you are a registered 
parishioner, you will have a box 
irregardless if you donate online 
or use envelopes. Please pick 
yours up as soon as possible as 
mailing them out costs over $6 
apiece. If you do not see one with 
your name on it, chances are you 
are not registered with St Antho-
ny, but registration packets are 
available in the Narthex, too. 
All offertory donations are subject 
to 9% tax by the Dio-
cese but 91% stays in the parish 
for upkeep & maintenance, sala-
ries, and to keep the lights on and 
classrooms warm. Thank you so 
much to those that give as gener-
ously & sacrificially as you can - 
we wouldn't be here without you! 
Donation statements will be 
mailed out prior to January 31st 
and anyone needing theirs before 
that please contact Kathy Man-
ders 406-697-2992. Any dona-
tions mailed must be postmarked 
by December 31, 2021 per IRS 
regulations for 2021 tax purpos-
es.   

The 2022 calendars are here as 
well - feel free to take a couple! 
There are two different themes - 
we get these from Catholic Exten-
sion at a very modest price and 
they do a beautiful job with them! 

Ladies!  Save the date and invite your friends to 
the PCCW  Annual Women’s Retreat to be held 
January 29, 2022.  Theme for 2022 is “Women 
Doctors in the Catholic Church”. Registration will 
be available on the parish website after Christmas.   

Carrol college is pleased to offer a student from 
our parish a Carroll College scholarship.  Applica-
tions are online and students are asked to re-
quest a recommendation letter from their parish 
to be mailed to the Financial Aid Office.  For 
questions, contact the Carroll College by phone 
at 406-447-5425 or email fao@carroll.edu. 

The parish office will be closed for 
the holidays, December 23—28th.  
Resuming the regular posted hours 
on Wednesday, December 29th.  

Come and join us!  Saint 
Anthony Parish will be 
celebrating an Epiphany 
Potluck Dinner after the 
11:00 am Mass on Sun-
day, January 2nd. Pot-
luck sign-up sheet in Narthex.  We will have 
music, King’s cakes, and prizes!  Everyone 
please come!  We want to  celebrate the 
season with our parish family! 

Youth and upper RE 
classes will be held as 
usual on Wednesday, 
December 22nd.  Then 
we will enjoy the 
holiday vacation until 
classes begin again on 

January 12th.   

Exception:  There will be no adult 
class with Becky Stevens on the 22nd. 

Please remember the 
soul of Alvina Helzer 
whose funeral was held 
on Saturday, December 
18.  Our condolences to 
her family. 

Thank you to all who contributed 
donations for the poinsettias to dec-
orate during the Christmas Season!   

https://reverentcatholicmass.com
https://reverentcatholicmass.com
https://reverentcatholicmass.com
https://reverentcatholicmass.com
mailto:montana_skis@yahoo.com
mailto:montana_skis@yahoo.com
mailto:JimB8104@protonmail.com
mailto:speidelbunch@gmail.com
mailto:Janecek_Sienko@yahoo.com
mailto:jmauzqui@gmail.com
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 Weekly Mass Schedule 

Date Time Auxiliary   Mass Intention Offered By 

Monday,  December 20 9:00 am Rosary & Liturgy of the Hours    

Tuesday, December 21 9:00 am Rosary & Liturgy of the Hours    

 5:30 pm Latin Low Mass  Departed Family & Relatives Healey Family 

Wed, December 22 7:00 am Rorate Latin Low Mass  Edith M Thompson Bradley Familiy 

Thursday, December 23 7:00 am Rorate Latin Low Mass  Frank Unquera Christine Unquera 

  Eucharistic Adoration 5 pm Benediction All visitors welcome! 

Friday, December  24 5:00 pm Vigil Mass of Christmas   Paul Miller Fr Bart Stevens  

Christmas Eve   NO Eucharistic Adoration    

 12:00 am Midnight Mass of Christmas  Pro Populo  

Saturday, December  25 10:00 am Mass of Christmas Day  Bishop Michael Warfel St Anthony Parish 

Nativity of the Lord 5:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass  Families of the Parish Fr Bart Stevens 

Sunday, December  26 8:45 am Solemn Sunday Mass   Pro Populo  

The Holy Family 11:00 am Sunday Mass  Dan Blom Dale & Connie Blom 

Please Note:  Low-Gluten hosts are available—please let Fr Bart know your need prior to Mass.  The Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help (5:15 pm), is prayed 
on Tuesdays and the Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held on Thursdays and Fridays.  The Church is open from 7 am—7 pm daily, allowing 
parishioners opportunity to pray before the Blessed Sacrament.  Fr Bart will hear confessions according to the regular confession schedule or by appointment.   

Currently scheduling Mass Intention requests for March, 2022, and beyond. 

A Prayer of Praise to the Blessed Virgin Mary  
by St. Ephrem 

O pure and immaculate and likewise 
 blessed Virgin,  

who art the sinless Mother of thy Son,  
the mighty Lord of the universe,  

thou who art inviolate and altogether holy,  
the hope of the hopeless and sinful,  

we sing thy praises.  
We bless thee, as full of every grace,  

thou who didst bear the God-Man:  
we all bow low before thee;  

we invoke thee and implore thine aid.  
Rescue us, O holy and inviolate Virgin,  

from every necessity that presses upon us  
and from all the temptations of the devil.  

Be our intercessor and advocate 
at the hour of death and judgement;  

deliver us from the fire that is not  
extinguished and from the outer darkness;  

make us worthy of the glory of thy Son,  
O dearest and most clement Virgin Mother, 

Thou indeed art our only hope,  
most sure and sacred in God's sight,  

to whom be honor and glory,  

majesty and dominion,  
for ever and ever, world without end.    Amen 

Impending Nativity of Our Lord 


