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MASS 
Saturday 
5:00pm 
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RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 
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Friday 
9:00am-12:00pm 
 
 
CONNECT WITH US 
1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
(540) 552-1091 
 
stmarysblacksburg.org 

stmarysblacksburg 



 

Join us this Saturday, Feb. 15th from 1:00-5:00pm for a Marriage Retreat lead by Deacon Mike 

Ellerbrock that concludes with the Saturday Vigil Mass. 

 

The evening will continue with a Sweetheart Dinner-Dance from 6:30-10:00pm. A catered  

dinner and music from the “Off Our Rockers” band will be enjoyed by all.  The Dinner-Dance is 

open to all adult parishioners   Join us for the both events, or just one or the other.   

 

 

$10/couple Retreat | $40/couple Dinner-Dance 

   RSVP to the Office by Monday, Feb. 10th 

 

Payment can be mailed to or dropped at the Office;  

put in the Sunday collection or brought the day of. 

 

Contact the Office with any questions—540-552-1091.  

 

 

 

 

The Haiti Committee’s Tuition Sponsorship Campaign for the Haitian 

children who attend the primary school in Bail, preschool to grade 6, at our 

twin parish in Savanette is underway now in the Narthex. Because parents 

cannot afford schooling for their children, we have provided the money for 

tuition and lunch for students during the 9-month school year. The tuition 

provides a uniform for the student; the salaries of the teachers, and a lunch 

consisting of a hot meal of beans, rice, and pasta each day and two  

hard-boiled eggs per week.  The full sponsorship of a child for the next 

academic year is $200 which includes tuition and lunch.   

 

 

 

A Newcomers Welcome Brunch is being held on Sunday, February 23rd at 

10:00am in the Parish Hall.  If you are new to St. Mary's and would like to  

attend the brunch for new parishioners, please contact Phyllis & Mike Quinn 

(mpquinn84@comcast.net or 540-552-7858), our Welcome Ministry Co-chairs.  

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
What does it mean to be salt and light? If we listen carefully to Jesus’ words, we gain some direction. To be salt means to 
bring taste, zest, and joy to life. We are asked to liven things up a bit by allowing the joy of our faith to spill over into the 
lives of others. Only a sincere and deep relationship with God can freshen up humanity and set it on proper course. To 
be light means that our faith must translate into action so that we can be Christ for others and extend the same arm of 
mercy and compassion that Christ did. Our acts of piety, then, cannot be directed solely at ourselves. Prayer is never 
about self-benefit but must always be directed toward union with God, deepening our relationships with one another and 
learning how to be effective stewards of the beautiful universe God has entrusted to our care. 
 
The Master gives us wise direction in terms of how we can best become the salt and light he desires. Listen carefully to 
the Beatitudes. Think about the oppression and alienation that exists in our world, the violence and prejudice, the anger 
and the hatred, the fear and the shame. All of these things require action. The poor need food, housing, and clothes.  
Hatred must be replaced by love. Retaliation and violence by forgiveness. Our thoughts and speech can become more 
like Christ. We can change and continue to change. Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman said, “To live is to change 
and to be perfect is to have changed often.” 
 
But it doesn’t end with just offering the bandages needed to heal wounds. It must go deeper. We must ask ourselves 
what has happened that we have found ourselves in this place with these wounds and divisions. What are their causes? 
Together we must address these systemic problems, politically and spiritually, and face the truth. Only then will we truly 
be salt and light. But then again, we may not like what the light shows us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Session 

Tuesday, Feb. 11th  -  7:00pm 

 at St. Mary’s  

 

Topic:   

Baptism and Confirmation 

 

Presenter:   

Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 

 
rcia@stmarysblacksburg.org   

for more info! 

February 9, 2020 -  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

CALENDAR 

 

Saturday – Feb 8 

3:00-4:15pm Reconciliation - WA 

5:00pm Mass ~  The Community of St. Mary’s 

 

Sunday – Feb 9 

8:45am Mass ~  Dick Dore  

10:00am – Faith Study Group - Lib 

10:00-11:15am – Elem Religious Ed (preK-5) - CR 

11:30am Mass ~  Kate and Anthony Cotroneo  

12:30pm – Youth Ministry (6-10) - CR 

               

Monday – Feb 10 

**No Daily Mass 

6:00-7:30pm – Cub Scout Pack 706 - PH 

6:00-7:00pm – Families Anonymous - HCR 

7:00-8:30pm – Men’s Bible Study - Lib 

7:00-8:00pm – Mercy Mass - WA 

 

Tuesday – Feb 11 

     9:00am Mass ~ Edmund & Mary Ring  
7:00-8:30pm – Boy Scout Troop 706 - HCR 

7:00-8:30pm – RCIA at St. Mary’s 

 

Wednesday –  Feb 12 

9:00am Mass ~  Russ MacKechnie  

9:30-11:00am – Women’s Bible Study - Lib 

5:00-7:00pm – Prayer and Support Group for the  

Promotion of Mental Health & Recovery - HCR 

 

Thursday – Feb 13 

9:00am Mass ~ intention available 

9:30-11:00am –Homebound Eucharistic Ministers - HCR 

7:00-8:30pm –  Middle School Youth Ministry - RR 

6:30-8:30pm – NRV Confirmation at Holy Spirit 

 

Friday – Feb 14 

**No Daily Mass 

 

Saturday – Feb 15 

1:00-5:00pm – Marriage Retreat - PH 

3:00-4:15pm Reconciliation - WA 

5:00pm Mass ~  Jack Snider  

6:30-10:00pm – Sweetheart Dinner-Dance - PH 

 

Sunday – Feb 16 

8:45am Mass ~  Alberto Cerezo  

10:00am – Faith Study Group - Lib 

10:00-11:15am – Elem Religious Ed (preK-5) - CR 

11:30am Mass ~  The Community of St. Mary’s  

12:30pm – Youth Ministry (6-10) - CR 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Most Rev. Barry C. Knestout  
Visits St. Mary’s 

 
Please join us for Mass   

Friday, February 21st @ 11:15am  
 

Bishop Knestout will  
visit our parish all day  

and celebrate Mass with us too.  
 

All are cordially invited  
to attend. 

 
Let’s ’shine like stars’…  

for the Bishop! 



Christian Formation 
 

 

 
 

As we head toward an "Early Spring, says the Groundhog", here is a recap of the Calendar for the rest of the year for 

both Elementary and Middle/High School  Religious Ed classes: 

Family prayer can be a great remedy for the winter blues and a powerful light in times of darkness.  

Providentially, light emerges as a theme in this month's readings.  Last Sunday we celebrated  

Candlemas and saw how the light dispelled the darkness in our worship area.  Jesus is our light and 

he sends us to be light for others as we witness to our faith.  This month, MagnifiKid! invites  

parents to teach their children how to pray for others.  May your family prayers bring many  

blessing on you and on those for whom you pray. 

 

 

Mark your calendar for our Spring VBS for children ages 4 yrs - 2nd Grade  

Saturday, March 21st from 9:00am - 12:00pm. 
 

It is the first in a series called "Peace Lab" where we will discover God's Peace for ourselves and 

for the world.  This is a free program and sign-ups will begin in late February.  Youth and adults 

are welcome and needed to help us for this special experience with our children.  Contact Sue 

Ellerbrock with any questions. 

 

 

 

Save the date!  St. Mary’s summer Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held July 13-17 with 

this year’s theme:  “Rocky Railway—Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through”.  Registrations start this 

spring.  

 

 

The final NRV Confirmation class is Thursday, Feb. 13th at Holy Spirit from 6:30-8:30pm.  

St. Mary’s students will be confirm by the Bishop on Wednesday, Feb. 19th at St. Andrews in Roanoke. 

 
 
 

Sue EllerbrockDirector of Religious Ed, Youth Ministry & Adult Educationformation@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 

William YearoutCoordinator of Youth Ministryyouthministry@stmaryblacksburg.org  

richmonddiocese.org/child_protection_virtus 

Little Angels Preschool and Parent’s Morning Out  semi-annual collection totaled 

approximately $2,687.72 for our program!  This exceeded our goal!!  We are so blessed 

by our parish.  Your continued generosity and support of our program is greatly  

appreciated!  

 

 Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year is currently in progress  
 

If you wish to register your child, please contact Kim Keesee or Amy Lawrence at 540-951-0916 or 

littleangels@stmarysblacksburg.org 

Feb. 9, 16, & 23  Regular class 

March 1  No Class (catechist training for all levels) 

March 8, 15, 22, & 29 Regular class 

April 5   Regular Class, Elementary 

April 5   No Class, Middle & High School  

April 12  No Class--Happy Easter! 

April 19 & 26  Regular class 

May 2nd  1st Communion Mass 



*Anticipated need based on average historical expenses  

for the month plus 2.5% 

Operational &  Debt Reduction Income  

Does not include SMLA/PMO, Lourdes Gift Shop,  
Church Ladies, Haiti, Parish Charities  

or Diocesan Collections. 

PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE—February 2020 

   Operational Debt Reduction 

  Income        Income          

February 2nd  $     6,942  $    1,650    

 

 

 

 

 

Total Need*:  $   54,174 $    4,434 

Total Collected:       $     6,942 $    1,061 

Surplus(Deficit):        $  (47,232) $  (3,3,73)    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

February 15—Marriage Retreat and Dinner Dance 
 
February 19—Confirmation Mass 2020 
 
February 23—Newcomer Welcome Brunch 
 
February 26—Ash Wednesday 
 
February 29/March 1—Annual Diocesan Appeal starts 
 
March 6—Fish Fry 
 
March 12—St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon 
 
March 14—Youth Ministry Lent Retreat 
 
March 18—Ecumenical Lenten Supper 
 
March 21—Spring VBS 
 
March 27—Fish Fry 
 
April 1—NRV Reconciliation at St. Jude 
 
Spring Workday—April 4 
 
Easter—April 12 

Welcome to the 2020 Annual Diocesan Appeal –  

Building Our Family of Faith.  
 

The 2020 Appeal will provide critical funding to three key 

areas of our Diocesan Church: Advancing Social Ministries, 

Cultivating Catholic Leadership and Empowering Parish 

Communities. Additionally, our parish receives back a  

portion of the funds collected to be used locally. 
 

In addition to the funds returned to our parish through the 

parish sharing formula, the 2020 Appeal also benefits our 

parish from the support and services we receive from the 

Diocese.  St. Mary’s participates in Diocesan training  

programs for our clergy and staff; receives funds from the 

Fuel & Hunger Grant and sends our youth on retreats. 



The Holy Spirit Prayer Group invite you to the next Mercy Mass on Monday, February 10th at 7:00pm.  This simple but 
powerful Mass opens with a testimony, includes adoration and worship music led by the Holy Spirit Prayer Group.   
Contact Joseph Mukuni, jomukuni@gmail.com for more info. 

 

March for Life at Richmond State Capital  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church in Salem has rented a bus to 
go to Richmond on Thursday, February 13. We have seats available and the cost is $15. Father Ken Shuping will  
celebrate daily Mass at 7:45am at Our Lady of Perpetual Help then we will depart for Richmond at about 8:30am, take 
part in the March and return home around 7:00pm. Please call the office at OLPH 540-387-0491 to register.  
 

Young Adult Group of St. Mary’s and Catholic Campus Ministry at Virginia Tech.  Are you interested in joining a faith 
study group especially for young professionals, grad students, singles and young married couples?  The group would 
meet weekly at St. Mary’s to share dinner and their faith (book study, bible study, group discussion, etc.)  Please  
contact Millie Griesemer to learn more, griesemer.millie@gmail.com or 703-599-6971.  
 

The Faith Study Group that meets Sunday mornings at 10:00am is starting a new book, “Good Enough is Good 
Enough” by Colleen Duggan.  Join us as we discuss this book each week that Religious Ed is in session.  For more 
info, please contact Erin Raymond, raymonds3@hotmail.com  
 

The envelope for the Health Wagon in the most recent mailing was sent in error.  We will not be taking up a collection 
this year using this envelope, dated February 16th.  Please discard it. 
 

Calling All Cooks!  St Mary’s is the Support Church for To Our House, Saturday, March 21 to Saturday, March 28. 
We will provide evening meals, lunch and breakfast food for the homeless men and women during their week at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in Christiansburg.  Starting in March there will be signup sheets for making:  main dishes, 
sides, bread, dessert & drinks. Volunteers are also needed stay from 5:30-9:00pm to help with food prep, set-up,  
socialize with the guests, clean-up and prepare for breakfast. 
 

Someone is needed to head-up this event.  They would help buy food, coordinating volunteers and check on supplies 
needed throughout during the week!  Please contact Suzi Austin,  540-961-0139 or suziaustin@comcast.net to learn 
more! 
 

The Church Ladies 11th Annual St. Patrick's Day  Salad Luncheon will be held March 12th, from 11:30am-1:30pm. 
Everyone is invited to attend this fun-filled, delicious, inexpensive lunch. Tickets are only $9.00 per person and take-out 
is available. All proceeds benefit St. Mary's and the Church Ladies outreach programs. Tickets will be on sale in the 
Narthex after all masses the weekends of: February 29/March 1 and March 7/8. Get your tickets early as they always 
sell out!!  Call Kelli O'Brien (540-314-8033), or Phyllis Quinn (540-552-7858) for more information about the luncheon.  
Call Carolyn Sandberg (540-818-9872) for ticket information.  Checks and cash only please. 

The St. Mary's Prayer & Support Group for the Promotion of Mental Health and Recovery will hold its annual Book & 
Bake Sale in June.  As you down size and spring clean, please keep us in mind. We will have bins in the Narthex for 
collection after Easter. If you have any questions, please contact Irma at irmasilvabarbeau@yahoo.com. You have 
been very generous in the past and we count on your support. 
 

Stephen Ministers Class  Feel the warmth— sometimes it takes more than a parka or a blanket to keep another per-
son warm.  Sometimes it takes the presence of a caring Christian friend.  Stephen Ministers share the warmth of the 
God’s love with those who need it most:  the lonely, the depressed, the grieving.  Is God calling you to reach out to 
those who are hurting?   For more info, please contact the Office, 540-552-1091 or officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org, 
and one of our Stephen Leaders will reach out and tell you more about this ministry. 
 

Bicentennial Commemorative Books celebrating the Dioceses of Richmond’s 200th anniversary are now available 
for purchase.  Each book is a handsome hardcover edition featuring stunning photos from all the churches across the 
Diocese along with a historical recap of each parish.  Books are on sale now in  the Lourdes Gift Shop and the Church 
Office.  They would make great gifts for current and former parishioners so spread the word!  For $45 you will enjoy 
391 pages of Catholic history across Virginia, including removable prayer cards and writings from past bishops and 
clergy of the Diocese.  Don’t miss out—supplies are limited!! 

 

 
 
Needs of Teachers in Haiti   The Middle School teachers (grades 7-9) at our twin parish in Haiti do not have  
computers or tablets to prepare their lesson plans, record grades  or facilitate teaching. If you have a new laptop or  
tablet from Christmas, please consider donating your old device to be sent to Haiti. All donated devices are taken to 
Computer Land to have all files deleted, such that no personal information or work remains on the machine.  If you 
have an electronic device that would be useful to the teachers at our sponsored school, please contact Dick Neves at 
mussel2@verizon.net.  
 

Save the Date.  St. Mary’s Spring Workday is Saturday, April 4.  We will be joining forces with students from Virginia 
Tech’s Big Event to tidy up the grounds—just in time for our Easter celebration.  Please come out to help for a few 
hours with your family and friends!  Breakfast goodies and lunch provided.  Contact Randy Phipps for more info.  

St. Jude parishioners have put together a cookbook of favorite and famous recipes.  They are on sale now in the 
Lourdes Gift for $12.   
 

 
 
 
St. Mary's Prayer and Support Group for the Promotion of Mental Health and Recovery: Rebuilding Lives 
Through Christian Faith, Hope & Love, Invites all who think that they might benefit from attending to be a part of this 
group. Come discover strategies and information for living successful, happy and fulfilled lives by making new  
connections. We are a caring, supportive and highly confidential group who believe that support groups and a robust 
prayer life are important steps on the road to wellness. All are welcome at no cost. The Group is peer-to-peer with  
facilitation and meets every Wednesday from 5:00-7:00 pm in the Haiti Room of the church. Entrance through the  
Preschool door at the far left of the building.  
 

Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry donations address a continuing community need.. Please consider regularly  
donating food items as part of your charity.  Non-perishable food items—canned goods (fruits, vegetables, meats, spag 
sauce),  packaged goods (pasta, cereal, crackers, etc.) and ad dried goods (beans, rice) —can be put in the Narthex 
donation box.  Monetary donations are also accepted–please make checks payable to St. Mary’s with IFP in the memo 
line. Contact Barbara MacDonald, rbmacd@verizon.net, for more info about the pantry. 
 

His Hands Ministry-Minor Home Repair.  If you are a parishioner who is elderly, disabled or financially challenged and 
are not sure who to call for minor home  repairs, St. Mary’s ‘His Hands’ Ministry may be able to help.  Contact Rick  
DiSalvo, 540-250-2232 or richard.disalvo@gmail.com.  Participants who are able are asked to pay for materials.   
Donations are welcomed to support our work for those in need.  
 

The Catholic Campus Ministry (formerly known as Newman Community) at Virginia Tech is looking for you –our 
Catholic Hokie friends!  We want to update you on all our activities and to find out what you have been up to since you 
graduated from VT. We’d love to know what your experience at VT was like for you.  Please contact Patti Connors at 
newmanddvt@gmail.com.  We can’t wait to hear from you! 
 

tel:540-382-8917


Help for Victims of Abuse 
 

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual abuse of minors on 

the part of clergy or staff of our diocese to notify civil authorities, call the 

Attorney General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and reach 

out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Jennifer Sloan at 1-877-887-9603. 

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND (1820–2020)  
 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the 
Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries, strengthening 
our Church from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.  
 

Grant that the nearness of your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, 
so that as our love increases more and more, we may dare more than 
ever to fearlessly proclaim the word.  
 

Holding fast to the word of life, may we shine like stars in the world.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Alberto Cerezo 

Alex Sepoli 

Alison Maguire 

Amy Haugh Dodds 

Ann Martin 

Anthony Atkins  

Barbara Marino  

Baxter Perkinson 

Becky Glazener 

Becky Hepler 

Charlotte Joyce 

Clark DeHart 

Daniel Brooks 

Dennis Kilper, Jr 

Diane Folz 

Diane Merrix 

Dick Stewart 

Doug Whichard 

Baxter Perkinson 

Frank Baker 

Elaine Lutz 

Elina McCartney 

Eva Kelly 

Jace Baab 

Jackie Fore-Dye 

Janice Steele 

Jen Austin 

Jessica Moore 

John Bianchi 

Josefina Cerezo 

Kathy Kelly 

Kathy Hummel 

Isaac Hummel 

Leslie Pittges 

Lisa Lavery 

Lisa Walters 

Lori McDaniel 

Lou Cotroneo 

Marie Castillo & baby  

Mary Ann Barksdale 

Mary Claire Madera 

Mary Devens  

Mary Elaine Riley 

Mathias Baker 

Mike Chandler 

Nancy Aull 

Paul Ringel 

Paula Lovett 

Rodney Allen 

Richard Kelly 

Rita Sullivan  

Suzi Vass-Gal 

Thaddeus Baker 
Tom Heintzman 
Vera Genua  
Vin Liuzzo  
Von Brannock 
Watt Shields 
 

Seminarians:  

   Accilien Ponge  

   Admen Noel 

   Theragin Putercin 

   Tom Lawrence 
 

Our Haiti Twin Parish & School 
 

 

Prayer and Support 

Group for the Promotion 

of Mental Health &  

Recovery 

 

Our Military Families 

Austin T. Leake 

Christopher Abrahamsen 

Daniel Milauskas 

George Zolovick III 

Grace Milauskas 

John Harvey III 

John Milauskas 

Justin Laatz 

Diana & Mathew Halferty 

John Newman 

Michael Canfield 

Michael Quinn, Jr 

Ryan C. Curran 

Vincent Vitiello 
Zack Mayo 

 

CONTACT US 
(for anything) 

 
info@stmarysblacksburg.org 

 
(540) 552-1091 

 
1205 Old Mill Road 

Blacksburg, VA  24060 
 

www.stmarysblacksburg.org 

Catholic Campus Ministry at Virginia Tech 
 

203 Otey St., | Blacksburg, VA 24060   540-951-0032 | vtcatholic.com 
 

Fr. David Sharland, Chaplain | fatherdavid.vtccm@gmail.com 
 

Fall and Spring Semester Mass Schedule   

Sunday @ 10:00am, 12:00pm, 8:00pm - War Memorial Chapel 
Monday-Friday @ 5:30pm - Newman House Great Room 

Wednesday @ 12:30pm - Newman House Chapel 
Thursday @ 9:00pm- Newman  House Chapel 
Saturday @ 9:00am - Newman House Chapel 




