
Saint Mary’sSaint Mary’s  
 CATHOLIC CHURCH  EST. 1938 

We are a sacramental people, serving as the visible presence of  Jesus Christ in our community.  

April 5, 2020 PALM  SUNDAY 
 

 

CLERGY 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
Deacon Rick Furman 
 
 
MASS 
Saturday 
5:00pm 
 

Sunday 
8:45am and 11:30am  
 

Tuesday-Thursday 
9:00am 
 

Friday 
11:15am 
 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 
3:30-4:15pm 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 
9:00am-3:00pm 
 

Friday 
9:00am-12:00pm 
 
 
CONNECT WITH US 
1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
(540) 552-1091 
 
stmarysblacksburg.org 

stmarysblacksburg 

Palm Sunday Mass 
streamed via Facebook Live at 9:00am 



 

Bishop Barry C. Knestout will celebrate Holy Week Liturgies from the Cathedral in 

Richmond find the schedule here: 

 

https://richmonddiocese.org/bishop-knestout-to-celebrate-holy-week-liturgies-livestream/ 

 

 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.  
 I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

 I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly 
to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.“ 

https://richmonddiocese.org/bishop-knestout-to-celebrate-holy-week-liturgies-livestream/


 

Saturday – Apr 4  Pamela Walther 
 

Palm Sunday – Apr 5  Bud Chamberlin 

 

Easter Sunday – Apr 12  St. Mary’s Community 
 

 

Join us on Facebook Live for Holy Week liturgies 
 

Like and Follow us on Facebook or 
www.facebook.com/stmarysblacksburg 

 
 

Holy Thursday Mass 
7:00pm 

 

 
 

Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross | 12:00pm 

Passion of Christ | 7:00pm  
 

 

 

Easter Vigil 
8:00pm 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 
9:00am 

http://www.facebook.com/stmarysblacksburg


GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 

Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find ourselves in a painful moment, 

our first reaction is “why me?” as if we are the only person on earth who ever encountered 

this challenge. Going through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing in the 

mire of self-pity and never seizing opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with 

every human being in the experience of suffering. Believing that the goal of life is the 

elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps us entrenched in a 

collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us. 
 

There are living witnesses among us showing how courage and determination can  

overcome any degree of hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of 

their lives suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or 

leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime example of endurance and perseverance. He is 

the One who showed humility through both the triumphs of life (by learning to be humble) 

and the tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To secular ears, this may 

be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 
 

True humility tempers the temptation we have to become complacent and prevents an  

excessive relishing of life’s successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us  

faithful to our relationship with God so that we can find the courage to endure any depth 

of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or agony. While we may want our cup of suffering 

to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and somewhere in the seemingly  

opposing experiences life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, compassionate,  

empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we must 

take up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless 

thing to do. 
 

Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to 

secular ideas and solutions to pain and hardship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to eliminate as much 

senseless, unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for 

life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering that is within our control. Then, when we face the uncontrollable kind 

of suffering or find ourselves the victim of injustice, what do we do? 

Now More Than Ever 
 

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online giving program that allows parishioners to conveniently and consistently make 
church contributions through either direct debit from a checking/savings account or a credit/debit card.   
 
Online giving provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s parish even when not attending Mass.   
 

Here’s how you can ENROLL: 
 

 type faith.direct/VA969  (directly into a browser or search window) 

 call Faith Direct, 1-866-507-8757  

 text “ENROLL”  to (540) 274-2005 (and follow the prompts) 

 visit St. Mary’s website and click on Faith Direct button 

 

Please call the Office with any questions.  Thank you for enrolling! 

http://www.faithdirect.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our parishioners 

Fr. John gratefully thanks all who have enrolled in online giving as well as those who continue to donate to our parish  

offertory.  We are in it together and by the grace of God we will come through this a stronger, more faithful parish! 

 

 

Thank you from To Our House 
This year St. Mary’s was asked as the TOH Support Church to Our Savior Lutheran Church in Christiansburg to provide 

meals for only two dinners and food for breakfasts, snacks and lunches for two and more days during the week of Saturday, 

March 21 to Saturday, March 28.  This was the last week of this Spring that To Our House (TOH) operated for our local 

homeless men and women.   
 

St. Mary’s was asked to supply food and companionship for these clients on Sunday, March 22nd and Monday March 

23rd.  Parishioners filled the slots very quickly, agreeing to cook for 20 people, to stay and serve meal as well as supply com-

panionship.  Although we did provide the dinners for these two days,, we were told not to stay for companionship in order  to 

protect all concerned due to the virus situation,.  Only TOH staff stayed and served the food.  
 

A big thank you to our parishioners for reaching out and helping  others in time of need. The snacks, breakfast food and the 

financial donations were much appreciated and helped to defray the cost  of the food for breakfasts, lunches and snacks, pur-

chased with our Parish Charity funds,   
 

Please consider being a part of this TOH Ministry when we once again become the Support Church providing food and 

meals  to the TOH  guests next year. 

 

 

Thank you from the Haiti Committee 
The Haiti Committee would like to thank all parishioners that generously donated to the Haiti Student Sponsorship Campaign. 

Thanks to your generosity, we exceeded our goal of $31,600. Thanks be to God! May the Lord bless you for your sacrificial 

Lenten almsgiving. 

 

 

Thank you for collecting can tab tops 

The collection of can tab tops to support the Ronald McDonald 

House will resume this fall.  Be sure to continue collect these tab 

tops over the summer and let’s really give them a big gift of charity!  

 

 
Online Mass Best Practices 

 Before Mass, review the readings of the day to prepare   (http://

www.usccb.org/bible/readings/) 

 Spend a few moments, too, to think what you are to thank  

the Lord and for what to offer to him this Mass 

 Remember that you are praying this Eucharist with many other fellow Catholics  

 During the online mass, Catholics are encouraged to stay in reverent gesture, and stand and sit properly.  

 It is also an opportunity to make online Masses a family activity. They could watch online mass together and join in the 

prayers, responses and singing; and during communion, make the spiritual communion.  

 After the online Mass, in a moment of silence, reread the scripture readings and reflect on how to live God’s word 

 

 

Online Resources  
Visit stmarysblacksburg.org/online-resources to find online Mass opportunities and other online prayer resources. 



Help for Victims of Abuse 
 

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual 

abuse of minors on the part of clergy or staff of our  

diocese to notify civil authorities, call the Attorney  

General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and 

reach out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Jennifer Sloan at 1-877-887-9603. 

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND (1820–2020)  
 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the 
Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries, strengthening 
our Church from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.  
 

Grant that the nearness of your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, 
so that as our love increases more and more, we may dare more than 
ever to fearlessly proclaim the word.  
 

Holding fast to the word of life, may we shine like stars in the world.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Aaron Johnson 

Alex Sepoli 

Alison Maguire 

Amy Haugh Dodds 

Ann Martin 

Anthony Atkins  

Barbara Marino  

Baxter Perkinson 

Becky Glazener 

Becky Hepler 

Becke Chamberlin 

Bud Chamberlin 

Charlotte Joyce 

Clark DeHart 

Daniel Brooks 

Dennis Kilper, Jr 

Diane Folz 

Diane Merrix 

Dick Stewart 

Doug Whichard 

Baxter Perkinson 

Frank Baker 

Elaine Lutz 

Elina McCartney 

Eva Kelly 

Jace Baab 

Jackie Fore-Dye 

Janice Steele 

Jen Austin 

Jessica Moore 

John Bianchi 

Josefina Cerezo 

Kathy Kelly 

Kathy Hummel 

Isaac Hummel 

Leslie Pittges 

Lisa Lavery 

Lisa Walters 

Lori McDaniel 

Lou Cotroneo 

Marie & Vivianne Castillo  

Mary Ann Barksdale 

Mary Claire Madera 

Mary Devens  

Mary Elaine Riley 

Mathias Baker 

Mike Chandler 

Nancy Aull 

Patty Carey 

Paul Ringel 

Paula Lovett 

Rodney Allen 

Richard Kelly 

Rita Sullivan  

Stephen Orr  

Suzi Vass-Gal 

Thaddeus Baker 
Theresa Liuzzo  
Tom Heintzman 
Vera Genua  
Vin Liuzzo  
Von Brannock 
Watt Shields 
 

Seminarians:  

   Accilien Ponge  

   Admen Noel 

   Theragin Putercin 

   Tom Lawrence 
 

Our Haiti Twin Parish & School 
 

Prayer and Support Group for 

the Promotion of Mental Health 

& Recovery 
 

 

Our Military Families 

Austin T. Leake 

Christopher Abrahamsen 

Daniel Milauskas 

George Zolovick III 

Grace Milauskas 

John Harvey III 

John Milauskas 

Justin Laatz 

Diana & Mathew Halferty 

John Newman 

Michael Canfield 

Michael Quinn, Jr 

Ryan C. Curran 

Vincent Vitiello 
Zack Mayo 

 

 
 

CONNECT WITH US 
 

info@stmarysblacksburg.org  

(540) 552-1091  

stmaryblacksburg.org 

 
1205 Old Mill Road | Blacksburg, VA  24060 


