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Is God a real Being for you or simply an idea to be entertained? Often, we reduce God to a 

set of ideas, theories, and principles and neglect to see Him as the One who takes joy in  

helping us understand all of the events and mysteries of life. God delights in journeying with 

us and is the only One who can fill us with joy and make our hearts burn with excitement and 

jubilation. He is the One who assists us in recognizing the truth that is before us and  

interpreting not only the jewels of Sacred Scripture but the events of history. If we recognize 

God, we can also see that He inspires us to see the divine meaning of our own lives as well. 

Sometimes it takes us a little time. After all, even Jesus’ closest friends had to walk with him 

for a while on the road to Emmaus before their eyes were opened in the breaking of bread. 
 



Parish Finance Update for Month of April 2020

*as of 4/23/2020

Income Totals: 44,864

Expense Totals: 29,292

Surplus/(Deficit)* 15,572

Approved Federal PPP Loan:

Held in Reserve $77,352.50

Annual Appeal Update* % of Goal

Parish Goal $34,270

Cash & Pledged $32,365 94.4%

Remaining -$1,905 5.6%

100.0%

My Dear People of  God, 

 
Thank you for your generous support of  our parish during this pandemic.  Please  

continue to send in your  offerings.  Know that you are in my prayers daily.  By God’s 

grace, I pray that we come through these extraordinarily challenging times a strong and 
healthy faith community. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Fr. John   

Overview 
 
 Parishioners using Faith Direct for online  

giving has doubled since November to 102 now 
enrolled. 

 
 Monthly giving using Faith Direct has  

increased 33% and weekly giving has increased 

88% from March to April.  Many generous  
donations have also been mailed to the church. 

 
 Staff hours will remain at 50% for the  

foreseeable future 

 
 Overall the parish should be in reasonable   

financial shape until October while keeping  
current staffing levels and provided donation 
income and expenses stay the same 

 
 We are able to draw from a new Diocese credit 

facility already in place, if needed. 
 
 Additionally, the Diocese has reduced parish  

payments of Cathedraticum tax, parish sharing 
and Catholic Virginian costs for April by 75%. 

This lowered our payment from $8,250 to 
$2,914. 



Now More Than Ever 
 

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online giving program that allows parishioners to conveniently and consistently make 
church contributions through either direct debit from a checking/savings account or a credit/debit card.   
 
Online giving provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s parish even when not attending Mass.   
 

Here’s how you can ENROLL: 
 

 type faith.direct/VA969  (directly into a browser or search window) 

 call Faith Direct, 1-866-507-8757  

 text “ENROLL”  to (540) 274-2005 (and follow the prompts) 

 visit St. Mary’s website and click on Faith Direct button 

 

Please call the Office with any questions.  Thank you for enrolling! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 

What does it take for our eyes to be opened? Every day, a man laboriously walks down Main Street of town. With 

great difficulty but graceful determination, he places one foot in front of the other, uses a crudely made staff for  

support, and walks. His pace is slow, but he walks. What does he hope to see? Where does he want to go? What 

does he find? We all walk through life. The type of “walking” life requires is not always physical but is most  

assuredly emotional and spiritual. We walk, we look, we encounter, and we seek. How we do these things and what 

we actually find is determined by what we carry and what we allow ourselves to discover along the way. 

 

If walking is too challenging for us, we may 

choose to isolate and stay alone. If we are afraid 

to walk, we may become overly dependent on  

others providing for us and abandon the journey. 

We can walk and pay attention only to what is in 

front of our feet and never notice the immensity 

of what is happening around us. The road is 

never the same twice. The journey is always  

different. What kinds of things do you notice as 

you walk through life? It seems that the disciples 

of the Road to Emmaus missed a lot at first. We 

do as well. 

 
We are called to walk with purpose, to listen, and to notice things that may not at first be apparent. We have to  

allow the One who has a special claim on our soul to enlighten, instruct, and inspire us. The incarnate mystery of 

God is pulsating in and through all of creation, where the presence of the Word who became flesh can be  

discovered. He has been with us all along. How could we have missed Him? Our journey brings us back to the 

breaking of the bread, and something begins to stir within us. We begin to understand, and things look differently. 

Bread, body, wine, and blood bring us to see that everyone and everything is a “Eucharistic” encounter. We become 

what we eat and we see what we eat. We continue to walk. Our eyes are now opened, and we recognize Him. Our 

hearts burn. Stay with us. Please stay with us. 

http://www.faithdirect.net/


 

 

  Second Sunday of Easter – Apr 26  

 

   St. Mary’s Community 

   MARYLOU  

   Elinor J. Friedman  
 

 

Can you help?  On Saturday, April 25th from 11:00am to 12:00 pm, a  

Drive-by Food Collection will be held at the Blacksburg Interfaith Food  

Pantry located at 706 Harding Ave.  (the site of St. Mary's old church).  
 

As you may recall St. Mary's Justice and Peace Ministry greatly supports 

the Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry and our J&P Chairs—Barbara & 

Russell  

MacDonald, note that the Food Pantry is running low on food.  Funds are  

available, but Kroger and Food Lion are currently only able to provide 

about 30% of our normal food orders, and there have been no food 

drives.  

Friends, 
 

I have to inform you of some upcoming changes in my life and 

the lives of our parishes here in the New River Valley. Some of 

you know I have been discerning a vocation to the priesthood.  

 

Recently I accepted an offer from the Diocese of Richmond to  

enter a new pre-formation program, with entry into Seminary  

following. As we are approaching what would normally be the end 

of the academic year, I am announcing my departure as your 

Youth Minister.  

 

I regret that the current Coronavirus situation makes me unable 

to do this as I would have wanted, but please know how much I 

have loved my time here. I appreciate all of you for your support 

over the past two years, and I look forward to worshipping with 

you sometime in the future once this situation has lifted. 

 

In Christ, 

William Yearout 

Daily Mass live-streamed via Facebook Live 

 

Join us Wednesday and Thursday mornings  

for daily Mass at 9:00am with Fr. John and Beth. 

 

 

Every Holy Mass, heard with devotion, produces in our souls  
marvelous effects, abundant spiritual and material graces which 

we, ourselves, do not know...It is easier for the earth to exist  
without the sun than without the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass! 

–Pio of Pietrelcina 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/26071-Pio_of_Pietrelcina


Help for Victims of Abuse 
 

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual 

abuse of minors on the part of clergy or staff of our  

diocese to notify civil authorities, call the Attorney  

General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and 

reach out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Jennifer Sloan at 1-877-887-9603. 

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND (1820–2020)  
 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the 
Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries, strengthening 
our Church from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.  
 

Grant that the nearness of your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, 
so that as our love increases more and more, we may dare more than 
ever to fearlessly proclaim the word.  
 

Holding fast to the word of life, may we shine like stars in the world.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Aaron Johnson 

Alex Sepoli 

Alison Maguire 

Amy Haugh Dodds 

Ann Martin 

Anthony Atkins  

Barbara Marino  

Baxter Perkinson 

Becky Glazener 

Becky Hepler 

Becke Chamberlin 

Ben Liuzzo  

Bud Chamberlin 

Charlotte Joyce 

Clark DeHart 

Daniel Brooks 

Dennis Kilper, Jr 

Diane Folz 

Diane Merrix 

Dick Stewart 

Doug Whichard 

Baxter Perkinson 

Frank Baker 

Elaine Lutz 

Elina McCartney 

Eva Kelly 

Jace Baab 

Jackie Fore-Dye 

Janice Steele 

Jen Austin 

Jessica Moore 

John Bianchi 

Josefina Cerezo 

Kathy Kelly 

Kathy Hummel 

Isaac Hummel 

Leslie Pittges 

Lisa Lavery 

Lisa Walters 

Lori McDaniel 

Lou Cotroneo 

Marie & Vivianne Castillo  

Mary Ann Barksdale 

Mary Claire Madera 

Mary Devens  

Mary Elaine Riley 

Mathias Baker 

Mike Chandler 

Nancy Aull 

Patty Carey 

Paul Ringel 

Paula Lovett 

Robert Metz 

Rodney Allen 

Richard Kelly 

Rita Sullivan  

Stephen Orr  

Suzi Vass-Gal 

Thaddeus Baker 
Theresa Liuzzo  
Tom Heintzman 
Vera Genua  
Vin Liuzzo  
Von Brannock 
Watt Shields 
 

Seminarians:  

   Accilien Ponge  

   Admen Noel 

   Theragin Putercin 

   Tom Lawrence 
 

Our Haiti Twin Parish & School 
 

Prayer and Support Group for 

the Promotion of Mental Health 

& Recovery 

 

Our Military Families 

Austin T. Leake 

Christopher Abrahamsen 

Daniel Milauskas 

George Zolovick III 

Grace Milauskas 

John Harvey III 

John Milauskas 

Justin Laatz 

Diana & Mathew Halferty 

John Newman 

Michael Canfield 

Michael Quinn, Jr 

Ryan C. Curran 

Vincent Vitiello 
Zack Mayo 
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