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Sunday Mass 
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Two New Prayers from Pope Francis to pray  
at the conclusion of praying the Rosary. 

 

 

FIRST PRAYER  

O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of  

salvation and hope.   
 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the 

cross, were untied with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 
 

Protectress of the Roman people, you know our needs, and we know 

that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration 

may return after this time of trial. 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of 

the Father and to do what Jesus tells us.  For he took upon himself our 

suffering, and burdened himself with out sorrows to bring us, through 

the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

SECOND PRAYER 
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and 

our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 
 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and 

mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those who 

are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to 

them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy and 

employment. 
 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and that hope 

and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims 

be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking 

their lives to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health. 
 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, 

are trying to help and support everyone. 
 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective  

solutions to overcome this virus. 
 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic 

necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 
 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will  

instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 
 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so 

that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us 

strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 
 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his  

all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 
 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O 

Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 

           

https://dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary


 
During May as we celebrate the “mother of God,” we also celebrate all of the mothers who 
are dear to us, both those still with us and those called to their eternal reward.   
 
On the second Sunday of May, special prayers are offered during the Mass for mothers and all 
of the good and holy work that they do.  Mothers are often the priests of a child’s first 
church, the family in which prayers are taught, the first stories of Jesus shared, and the  
lifelong lessons of conscience are begun.  On this special day we give voice to the too often 
unsaid thanks which mothers are due. 
 
The gift of motherhood is the most precious gift that God himself bestows on those who an-
swer this very special call and vocation. 

 

May Mary, the mother of God and the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ watch and bless 
all of our mothers.  Let us all honor every mother not only today but every day. 

Let us make every day – a Mother’s Day. 



Now More Than Ever 
 

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online giving program that allows parishioners to conveniently and consistently make 
church contributions through either direct debit from a checking/savings account or a credit/debit card.   
 
Online giving provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s parish even when not attending Mass.   
 

Here’s how you can ENROLL: 
 

 type faith.direct/VA969  (directly into a browser or search window) 

 call Faith Direct, 1-866-507-8757  

 text “ENROLL”  to (540) 274-2005 (and follow the prompts) 

 visit St. Mary’s website and click on Faith Direct button 

 

Please call the Office with any questions.  Thank you for enrolling! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 

When earthly lives end, especially when the person is younger, we tend to focus upon and consider what was lost. We 

think of lost opportunities — things they won’t be able to see, babies they won’t be able to cradle, and adventures that 

now must go undiscovered. Our minds create this chasm between earth and heaven that sees the losses of this life as  

permanent ones, never possible to achieve again. This perception causes many folks to remain stuck in their grief as they 

ponder all of the missed opportunities and regrets. 
 

This is not resurrection thinking. All of the love that we can 

give and receive, the joy and elation that can be experienced, 

the adventures that can be undertaken, and the possibilities to 

be discovered are all part of a continuous journey. They are not 

ends in and of themselves but are all part of the unfolding of a 

relationship we have with God, who not only makes all of 

these wonderful things possible now but sustains them and  

fulfills them into eternity. The perception and experience of 

loss is really an illusion, because in God’s eternal kingdom and 

in God’s time, nothing is ever lost. Even the most intimate and 

tender of moments we can conceive of sharing with another 

human being are only part of a journey toward perfect intimate 

and tender moments to be shared with God in our resurrected 

life. We become like God and see God as He is in eternity. What greater joy, love, and hope can ever be discovered as we 

walk down our often dimly lit paths in this world. 
 

This is an awesome wonder and magnificent news to behold. Call to mind someone you have lost in death. How do you 

see them now? How do you see yourself in heaven? Remind yourself, again, that God is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Our happiness is not going to be fully realized in this world, and there is nothing we can find here that cannot be found 

one hundred fold in eternity. It’s all about relationship, and not solely about the relationships we have with each other, 

ourselves, and the world in which we live. It’s about our relationship with God. If we realize how special that one  

relationship really is, then there is only one particular of heaven and life eternal that really matters: namely, that we fall 

into love eternal and discover truth. For when we finally close our eyes in death, then all will be well as long as we are 

with God. There are no losses, only gains. 

http://www.faithdirect.net/


Earn easy money for St. Mary’s Church every time you shop! Quarterly we have been  

averaging about $1200, but this has been decreasing. The Kroger Community  

Rewards  program requires yearly re-enrollment.   

 

For quick and easy re/enrolling—call Kroger Customer Service, 1-866-221-4141, with 

your Kroger Plus card in hand and ask them to re-enroll you in the program using  

St. Mary’s organization number of VP331 

 

Enroll online: 

1-create or login to your online Kroger account at kroger.com/communityrewards 

2-enroll or re-enroll in the Community Rewards program  

(please double check to make sure it says St. Mary’s as it may have expired by now) 

3-designate St. Mary’s Church, Blacksburg as your charitable organization  VP331  

Daily Mass live-streamed via Facebook Live 

 
Join us Wednesday and Thursday mornings  

for daily Mass at 9:00am with Fr. John and Beth. 
 

Like or Follow us on Facebook or  

 
Watch without a Facebook account at 

Facebook.com/stmarysblacksburg 

 

St. Mary’s, Blacksburg, VA, St. Jude, Radford, VA and Holy 
Spirit, Christiansburg, VA are currently seeking a Part Time  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry (25 hours per week).   
 

The Coordinator for Youth Ministry will provide primary  
leadership for the design and implementation of each of the  
parish’s youth ministry programs. A creative, energetic and  

charismatic leader whose focus will be to support the growth of 
youth programs in the three Parishes is needed.  
 

Must be an active, practicing Catholic, with knowledge/ability to share Catholic faith to youth.   

A bachelor’s degree in a related field is preferred. Travel will be required for certain events.  
 

Interested candidates should send a cover letter, resume, and Diocesan Application to: 
jobs@richmonddiocese.org  The Diocesan Application can be found online here.   
 

Copy to:   Fr. Anthony O. Senyah (asenyah@richmonddiocese.org)  

  Fr. John Asare (pastor@stmarysblacksburg.org) 
  Fr. Charles  Ssebalamu (cssebalamu@yahoo.com) 

Learn how to pray the Rosary 
online here 

Thank you to our generous parishioners 

who have faithfully been making regular 

Offertory donations via Faith Direct 

online, mail-in and drop-off. 
 

Fr. John, Randy and all the staff  

sincerely appreciate your support . 
 

God Bless, stay well and see you soon! 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
kroger.com/communityrewards
Facebook.com/stmarysblacksburg
https://richmonddiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CDR-Application-For-Employment-11-17-16.docx
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/how-to-pray-the-rosary


Help for Victims of Abuse 
 

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual 

abuse of minors on the part of clergy or staff of our  

diocese to notify civil authorities, call the Attorney  

General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and 

reach out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Jennifer Sloan at 1-877-887-9603. 

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND (1820–2020)  
 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the 
Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries, strengthening 
our Church from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.  
 

Grant that the nearness of your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, 
so that as our love increases more and more, we may dare more than 
ever to fearlessly proclaim the word.  
 

Holding fast to the word of life, may we shine like stars in the world.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Aaron Johnson 

Alex Sepoli 

Alison Maguire 

Amy Haugh Dodds 

Ann Martin 

Anthony Atkins  

Barbara Marino  

Baxter Perkinson 

Becky Glazener 

Becky Hepler 

Becke Chamberlin 

Ben Liuzzo  

Bud Chamberlin 

Charlotte Joyce 

Clark DeHart 

Daniel Brooks 

Dennis Kilper, Jr 

Diane Folz 

Diane Merrix 

Dick Stewart 

Doug Whichard 

Baxter Perkinson 

Frank Baker 

Elaine Lutz 

Elina McCartney 

Eva Kelly 

Jace Baab 

Jackie Fore-Dye 

Janice Steele 

Jen Austin 

Jessica Moore 

John Bianchi 

Josefina Cerezo 

Kathy Kelly 

Kathy Hummel 

Isaac Hummel 

Leslie Pittges 

Lisa Lavery 

Lisa Walters 

Lori McDaniel 

Lou Cotroneo 

Marie & Vivianne Castillo  

Mary Ann Barksdale 

Mary Claire Madera 

Mary Devens  

Mary Elaine Riley 

Mathias Baker 

Mike Chandler 

Nancy Aull 

Patty Carey 

Paul Ringel 

Paula Lovett 

Robert Metz 

Rodney Allen 

Richard Kelly 

Rita Sullivan  

Stephen Orr  

Suzi Vass-Gal 

Thaddeus Baker 
Theresa Liuzzo  
Tom Heintzman 
Vera Genua  
Vin Liuzzo  
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Seminarians:  

   Accilien Ponge  

   Admen Noel 

   Theragin Putercin 

   Tom Lawrence 
 

Our Haiti Twin Parish & School 
 

Prayer and Support Group for 

the Promotion of Mental Health 

& Recovery 

 

Our Military Families 

Austin T. Leake 

Christopher Abrahamsen 

Daniel Milauskas 

George Zolovick III 

Grace Milauskas 

John Harvey III 

John Milauskas 

Justin Laatz 

Diana & Mathew Halferty 

John Newman 

Michael Canfield 

Michael Quinn, Jr 

Ryan C. Curran 

Vincent Vitiello 
Zack Mayo 
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