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Please join us this weekend in congratulating and praying for all our college and high school graduates!   

We are proud to recognize the achievements of our Virginia Tech, Radford University, New River  

Community College, Blacksburg High School and Christiansburg High School students.  God Bless you ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All parishioners are encouraged to take part in the spiritual preparations for Pentecost, the birthday of the 
Church, by participating in the Novena to the Holy Spirit. The novena in honor of the Holy Spirit is the oldest 
of all novenas since it was first made at the direction of Our Lord Himself when He sent His apostles back to 

Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy Spirit on the first Pentecost. It is still the only novena officially  

prescribed by the Church. Addressed to the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, it is a powerful plea for the 

light and strength and love so sorely needed by every Christian. 

The novena starts on Friday May 22nd and ends on Saturday, May 30th.    

 

Prayers for the Novena are located on St. Mary's website or  
can be viewed online here 

 

Pentecost Sunday will be celebrated on May 31st 

https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/1078/documents/2020/5/Novena%20to%20the%20Holy%20Spirit.pdf


WELCOME!  
 

As we gather again for the celebration of 
Mass, we are all asked to do our part to  

prevent the spread of COVID-19.   
 

Following is what to expect at St. Mary’s. 
 

More details from the Diocese are  
available online here 

 
 

 Even as we reopen, you are strongly encouraged to stay home if you are ill, elderly,  
anxious, or immunocompromised.  Bishop Knestout has dispensed all Catholics in the 
Diocese from their Sunday Mass obligation.  Mass will continued to be live-streamed 
on Sundays at 8:30am. 

 
 The weekend of May 23/24 Mass will be held at 5:00pm, 8:30am & 11:30am- 

pending Diocesan approval of our reopening plan and available staffing 
 
 Parishioners will receive and need to pass a verbal health screening prior to  

admittance. Additionally, everyone over 3 years old will be required to wear a face 
covering throughout Mass with a brief exception during Communion.  Please arrive 
30 minutes ahead of time to allow for screening and seating. 

 
 Specially trained ushers will check-in and screen people.  They will also seat families 

or individuals in approved spots.  As we once again gather to worship as a communi-
ty, please be courteous of those volunteering to keep us safe.  

 
 Mass attendance will be limited based on 6 feet of space between families or  

individuals  At a minimum, 100 social distanced individuals will be seated.  This 
number will vary based on the number of couples and/or families attending.  Once 
the capacity of pews has been reached, parishioners will be asked to attend another 
Mass 

 
 Please bring your own personal face covering and hand sanitizer.  There will also be 

no hymnals or worship aids in the pews, so parishioners are encouraged to download 
the worship aid and readings on a smartphone or tablet to follow along. 

 
 The church will be thoroughly disinfected according to the CDC and Diocesan  

requirements prior to each Mass and our approved reopening plan will be strictly  
followed. 

 
 Changes to Mass will be reviewed, but please refrain from physical contact, such as 

holding hands during the Our Father and shaking hands during the Sign of Peace.   
Six feet of social distance should be maintained from others who are not from the 
same household at all times while in the church or on church grounds. 

 

REOPENING  

ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

https://richmonddiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Return-to-Mass-Guidelines-Draft-4.pdf


WELCOME!
As we gather again for the celebration of Mass, we are all 
asked to do our part to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Out of an abundance of caution for others gathered, please 

be aware, prior to entering the church, an usher will ask you a series of questions. 
Please be patient and wait for their instructions regarding seating, as we must comply 
with social distancing guidelines. 

We ask that everyone takes the following precautions: 

If you have a fever or symptoms of COVID-19, 
you will not be permitted to enter the building.

Stay home if you are ill, elderly, anxious, or immunocompromised. 
Bishop Knestout has dispensed all Catholics in the Diocese from 
their Sunday Mass obligation.

Maintain six feet of social distance from others who are not from 
the same household at all times while in the church or on church 
property.

Wear a face mask or face covering.  Be sure the mask covers your 
nose and your mouth. (Face covering should be removed before 
receiving Holy Communion.)

Refrain from physical contact, such as holding hands during the 
Our Father and shaking hands during the Sign of Peace.

Sanitize hand when entering and leaving church. Bring personal 
supply of hand sanitizer to use before receiving Communion, if 
possible.

Consider receiving Holy Communion in the hand.



Now More Than Ever 
 

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online giving program that allows parishioners to conveniently and consistently make 
church contributions through either direct debit from a checking/savings account or a credit/debit card.   
 
Online giving provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s parish even when not attending Mass.   
 

Here’s how you can ENROLL: 
 

 type faith.direct/VA969  (directly into a browser or search window) 

 call Faith Direct, 1-866-507-8757  

 text “ENROLL”  to (540) 274-2005 (and follow the prompts) 

 visit St. Mary’s website and click on Faith Direct button 

 

Please call the Office with any questions.  Thank you for enrolling! 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

 

We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true love, securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. 

We often seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda 

is what is ultimately important. While our particular hopes may appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for 

us to be happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more personal hopes can distract us from true hope. 
 

When God became a human being, a powerful message was sent: all that is authentically human is found in the  

divine. As the human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep 

our sight focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly are. We have to be careful when we allow our 

earthly concerns to distract us. True hope is found when we place our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on 

our own strength. True hope focuses on striving toward the fulfillment of God’s promises and not simply on  

achieving what we think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two friends — faith and love. In this trio of 

virtues, we find the very presence of God born in every human being. These are God’s greatest gifts, and they lead 

us to the fullness of His presence. 
 

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our 

human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use 

solely for our own personal agenda. Hope is not  

something that simply comes with the human package. 

As with faith and love, hope is a gift that is given to us 

to draw us closer to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and 

love are signs that there is something far greater going 

on in us and something greater to persevere in obtain-

ing. The true divine gift of hope is what will endure any 

hardship we encounter, especially those that will come 

from authentically living the Gospel. With all that is 

happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world, 

what is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the  

fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up 

in the morning and do the things we do. 

http://www.faithdirect.net/


Earn easy money for St. Mary’s Church every time you shop! Quarterly we have been  

averaging about $1200, but this has been decreasing. The Kroger Community  

Rewards  program requires yearly re-enrollment.   

 

For quick and easy re/enrolling—call Kroger Customer Service, 1-866-221-4141, with 

your Kroger Plus card in hand and ask them to re-enroll you in the program using  

St. Mary’s organization number of VP331 

 

Enroll online: 

1-create or login to your online Kroger account at kroger.com/communityrewards 

2-enroll or re-enroll in the Community Rewards program  

(please double check to make sure it says St. Mary’s as it may have expired by now) 

3-designate St. Mary’s Church, Blacksburg as your charitable organization  VP331  

 

St. Mary’s, Blacksburg, VA, St. Jude, Radford, VA and Holy Spir-
it, Christiansburg, VA are currently seeking a Part Time  

Coordinator of Youth Ministry (25 hours per week).   
 

The Coordinator for Youth Ministry will provide primary  
leadership for the design and implementation of each of the  
parish’s youth ministry programs. A creative, energetic and  

charismatic leader whose focus will be to support the growth of 
youth programs in the three Parishes is needed.  
 

Must be an active, practicing Catholic, with knowledge/ability to share Catholic faith to youth.   

A bachelor’s degree in a related field is preferred. Travel will be required for certain events.  
 

Interested candidates should send a cover letter, resume, and Diocesan Application to: 
jobs@richmonddiocese.org  The Diocesan Application can be found online here.   
 

Copy to:   Fr. Anthony O. Senyah (asenyah@richmonddiocese.org)  

  Fr. John Asare (pastor@stmarysblacksburg.org) 
  Fr. Charles  Ssebalamu (cssebalamu@yahoo.com) 

 

Congratulations to our two youth catechists who 
were awarded the John Bosco Award!  Thursday 

night the Youth Ministry Appreciation Night was held 

via Zoom with Diocesan leaders and Bishop 
Knestout. 

 
Our recipeints are 

 Kelly Maguschak & Aidan Villavicenio,  

both of whom are graduating from Virginia Tech this 
weekend.   Blessings for a wonderful future!! 

Thank you to everyone who has been donating to the Interfaith 
Food Pantry via St. Mary’s box in the Narthex.  The IFP however is 

running low on canned fruit, canned peas, all types of coffee, 
dried beans and rice. 
 

Your donation can be dropped off at church anytime during the 
open hours Mon-Thur 9am-3pm , Fri 9am-1pm, Sat 3-6pm and 
Sun 8:30am-12:00pm. 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
kroger.com/communityrewards
https://richmonddiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CDR-Application-For-Employment-11-17-16.docx


Help for Victims of Abuse 
 

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual 

abuse of minors on the part of clergy or staff of our  

diocese to notify civil authorities, call the Attorney  

General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and 

reach out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator,  

Jennifer Sloan at 1-877-887-9603. 

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND (1820–2020)  
 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the advance of the 
Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for two centuries, strengthening 
our Church from the Eastern Shore to the Cumberland Gap.  
 

Grant that the nearness of your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, 
so that as our love increases more and more, we may dare more than 
ever to fearlessly proclaim the word.  
 

Holding fast to the word of life, may we shine like stars in the world.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Aaron Johnson 

Alex Sepoli 

Alison Maguire 

Amy Haugh Dodds 

Ann Martin 

Anthony Atkins  

Barbara Marino  

Baxter Perkinson 

Becky Glazener 

Becky Hepler 

Becke Chamberlin 

Bud Chamberlin 

Charlotte Joyce 

Clark DeHart 

Daniel Brooks 

Dennis Kilper, Jr 

Diane Folz 

Diane Merrix 

Dick Stewart 

Doug Whichard 

Baxter Perkinson 

Frank Baker 

Elaine Lutz 

Elina McCartney 

Eva Kelly 

Jace Baab 

Jackie Fore-Dye 

Janice Steele 

Jen Austin 

Jessica Moore 

John Bianchi 

Josefina Cerezo 

Kathy Kelly 

Kathy Hummel 

Isaac Hummel 

Leslie Pittges 

Lisa Lavery 

Lisa Walters 

Lori McDaniel 

Lou Cotroneo 

Marie & Vivianne Castillo  

Mary Ann Barksdale 

Mary Claire Madera 

Mary Devens  

Mary Elaine Riley 

Mathias Baker 

Mike Chandler 

Nancy Aull 

Patty Carey 

Paul Ringel 

Paula Lovett 

Robert Metz 

Rodney Allen 

Richard Kelly 

Rita Sullivan  

Stephen Orr  

Suzi Vass-Gal 

Thaddeus Baker 

Theresa Liuzzo  

Tom Heintzman 
Vera Genua  
Vin Liuzzo  
Von Brannock 
Watt Shields 
 

Seminarians:  

   Accilien Ponge  

   Admen Noel 

   Theragin Putercin 

   Tom Lawrence 
 

Our Haiti Twin Parish & School 
 

Prayer and Support Group for 

the Promotion of Mental Health 

& Recovery 
 

Our Military Families 

Austin T. Leake 

Christopher Abrahamsen 

Daniel Milauskas 

George Zolovick III 

Grace Milauskas 

John Harvey III 

John Milauskas 

Justin Laatz 

Diana & Mathew Halferty 

John Newman 

Michael Canfield 

Michael Quinn, Jr 

Ryan C. Curran 

Vincent Vitiello 
Zack Mayo 

 

 
 

CONNECT WITH US 
 

info@stmarysblacksburg.org  

(540) 552-1091  

stmaryblacksburg.org 

 
1205 Old Mill Road | Blacksburg, VA  24060 






