
 Saint Mary’s 
CATHOLIC CHURCH of BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

Established 1938

We are a sacramental people, serving as the visible presence of Christ in our community.

August 23, 2020 The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

CLERGY 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
Deacon Rick Furman 

RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 PM

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: No Daily Mass 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: No Daily Mass 
Friday: 11:15 AM

Join us on Facebook for  
live-streamed Masses and 
parish updates! 	 	 	
	   @stmarysblacksburg

1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 

(540) 552-1091
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This Week’s Announcements
TEMPERATURE CHECK REQUIRED FOR OFFICE ENTRY 
Temperature checks will now be required for entry into the St. Mary’s office.  The 
office has non-contact thermometers and the office staff will be happy to assist you 
with your requests once your temperature has been checked! 

REMINDER: Please continue to self-administer a temperature check prior to each 
Mass you attend.  If you temperature is over 100.4°F, please stay home, call a 
doctor, and keep yourself and your fellow parishioners safe!

PRAY FOR OUR MARONITE BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
On August 4th, a colossal explosion in the Port of Beirut caused widespread destruction 

and a tragic loss of life.  Additionally, as many as 300,000 people have been made 
temporarily homeless.  Please include the Lebanese nation in your prayers, as well as the 

many Maronite communities here in Virginia (particularly those in Roanoke and 
Richmond) who have relatives and friends impacted by this disaster. 

HONEY FOR SALE 
Honey has recently been harvested from the bees near the St. Mary's 
flower garden and is available for sale to parishioners.  Half of the proceeds 
will go to support the Glean Team, a St. Mary’s Justice and Peace Ministry. 
Prices: 12 oz. plastic bears, $7.00; 1 lb. plastic dripless jars, $10.00; pint glass 
jars, $11; quart glass jars, $22.00.  Please contact Glenn Buss to place an order: 
(540) 552-0483, gbuss28440@aol.com

VIRGINIA TECH FALL SEMESTER BEGINS 
The fall semester begins on August 24th for our town’s Virginia Tech students!  As 
we welcome them back to Blacksburg and back to St. Mary’s, offer your prayers to 

their success and health during the pandemic.  Welcome back, Hokies!

“Let us pray for the victims, for their families; and let us pray for Lebanon so that, through the dedication 
of all its social, political and religious elements, it might face this extremely tragic and painful moment 
and, with the help of the international community, overcome the grave crisis they are experiencing.” 

— Pope Francis
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Saturday, August 22 5:00 PM Ghassan Hasrouty ✞

Sunday, August 23 8:30 AM Ken Phipps ✞

Sunday, August 23 11:30 AM Lloyd Hipkins “Sweetie” Maher

Wednesday, August 26 9:00 AM Ron Knight ✞

Friday, August 28 11:15 AM Harry Richardson ✞

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying with us, capable of walking with 
us in the most difficult moments of life.” 

— Pope Francis

A Meditation on This Week’s Gospel
The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will never fully grasp the mystery of God, but 

our hearts and souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a more innocent quality to it, we 
believed what we were told or witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was especially true 
if the information came from someone in authority. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also 
more trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable quality that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have 
been duped. With education and technological advances, we find ourselves more skeptical and less likely to too 
quickly accept and believe what we see and hear.

For all of the good that social media can do, it can also easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a 
myriad other technological truths can add to, fabricate, and make even the non-existent seem real. It is 
amazing. How far do we allow this obviously justifiable skepticism to take us? Questioning and doubting are 
healthy elements of any good relationship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us away from a deeper 
experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds around something or empirically justify or prove 
it, we tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The very same trust that can quickly be 
eroded is exactly what is essential for all of our relationships, especially our relationship with God. With all 
things and people that make a profound claim on us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full self-
investment involves plunging completely into the unknown!

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Peter came to this 
knowledge, which is not “head knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with Jesus and what God was 
able to reveal in and through that relationship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who Jesus 
really is. The silent exchange of love between friends, and not an intellectual exercise of the mind, brought 
Peter to this place. When we stop and think about it, there are many things in life that we simply know but do 
not completely understand. When someone sacrifices their own well-being for another, it may not make 
intellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of sense when it is carried out. The vastness of reality 
and an encounter with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence where we simply know 
something to be true. Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship with God to bring you to this place or 
are you still too skeptical?
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COVID-19 UPDATES 
We are OPEN!

There are 0 reported cases of COVID-19 
among St. Mary’s parishioners.

MASKS ARE MANDATORY 
Face coverings must be worn, but they 
may be removed briefly to take 
communion.

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily 
can be found online at 
stmarysblcksburg.org

MAINTAIN 6 FEET OF DISTANCE 
Ushers will seat you and your family 6 
feet away from others.  Please maintain 
this distance after mass.

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted all Catholics in 
the diocese a dispensation from the 
obligation to attend mass.

JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL MASS 
Live-streamed on Facebook 

Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM

ARRIVE TO MASS EARLY 
Arrive 30 minutes early to mass 
to allow time for seating and 
screening.

DOORS LOCK PROMPTLY 
To ensure proper socially-distant 
seating, the doors will lock at the 
start of mass, so arrive on time.

WORSHIP AREA CLEANED 
The worship area is cleaned after 
the celebration of every Mass, in 
accordance with CDC guidelines.

COLLECTION IN NARTHEX 
Offertories can be placed in the 
collection baskets in the Narthex, 
or given through Faith Direct.

MASS FOR HIGH-RISK GROUPS 
Reserved for 65+ and 
immunocompromised parishioners 

Friday: 11:15 AM

CHECK YOUR TEMPERATURE 
Offertories can be placed in the 
collection baskets in the Narthex, 
or given through Faith Direct.
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“NOW, MORE THAN EVER” 

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online offertory program that allows parishioners to conveniently and 
consistently make church contributions, with a credit/debit card, or a direct debit from a 
checking/savings account.  Online giving provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s, 
even when not attending Mass. 

Here’s how you can enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click the Faith Direct button

Call the office if you have any questions: 
(540) 552-1091

Sunday Morning Faith Study Group 

New adult virtual Scripture study starting 
Thursday 8/27 8:30pm: Using the lectionary 
for the upcoming Sunday Mass as our guide, 
we'll talk about things like how the readings 
are linked, what was happening in the lives of 
the original audience, and how passages from 
the Old Testament foreshadow Christ.  Most 
importantly we'll talk about how God is with 
us today in the Word.  We might need to be 
socially distant, but we are never alone!  
Contact Erin Raymond for information about 
joining this virtual group: 
raymonds3@hotmail.com.

LATEST MINISTRY AND GROUP UPDATES

Haiti Ministry Update 

In spite of the dire poverty in Savanette, we 
have improved the lives of thousands of 
people thanks to your generosity and 
commitment; in serving the poorest of the 
poor, we are obedient to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We are contributing funds to build a 
school in the chapel community of Guacimal.  
The school is expected to be completed in 
September, and teachers will be hired to staff 
the school.  We sent $3000 to Fr. Nicolas to re-
open the Sewing School and make masks for 
all of those most vulnerable to the virus. 
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St. Mary’s is HIRING!
COORDINATOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY  
25 hours/week 
   

The Coordinator for Youth Ministry will provide primary leadership for the design and implementation of 
each of the youth ministry programs at St. Mary’s, Blacksburg, VA, St. Jude, Radford, VA and Holy Spirit, 
Christiansburg, VA. A creative, energetic and charismatic leader whose focus will be to support the growth 
of youth programs in the three Parishes is needed.  Must be an active, practicing Catholic, with knowledge/
ability to share Catholic faith to youth.  A bachelor’s degree in a related field is preferred.  Travel will be 
required for certain events. 

TO APPLY: 
To learn more about any of these openings, to find the diocesan application, or to submit your 
completed application, visit: 
www.stmarysblacksburg.org/hiring 

If you do not have access to a computer or otherwise need assistance with your application, 
please call (540) 552-1091.

BICENTENNIAL PRAYER  
OF THE DIOCESE OF RICHMOND 

Father of lights, the radiance of your Son has guided the 
advance of the Gospel across the Diocese of Richmond for 
two centuries, strengthening our Church from the Eastern 
Shore to the Cumberland Gap. Grant that the nearness of 

your Son may dispel the darkness of our sins, so that as our 
love increases more and more, we may dare more than ever 
to fearlessly proclaim the word. Holding fast to the word of 

life, may we shine like stars in the world. We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be used in 
several ways to help your children 
learn more about the Gospel each 

week. We envision you either 
watching as a family after Mass or 

having your children view the Virtual 
CLOW during Mass online. View the 

CLOW presentation online at: 
bit.ly/CLOWaug23

http://bit.ly/CLOWaug23
http://bit.ly/CLOWaug23
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Aaron Johnson Dick Stewart Isaac Hummel Paula Lovett

Alex Sepoli Doug Whichard Leslie Pittges Robert Metz

Alison Maguire Baxter Perkinson Lisa Lavery Rodney Allen

Amy Haugh Dodds Frank Baker Lisa Walters Richard Kelly

Ann Martin Elaine Lutz Lori McDaniel Rita Sullivan

Anthony Atkins Elaine Tedesco Lou Cotroneo Stephen Orr

Barbara Marino Elina McCartney Lucy Agnes Foster Susan Kramer

Baxter Perkinson Eva Kelly Marie & Vivianne Castillo Suzi Vass-Gal

Becky Glazener Frank Partsch ✞ Marie Armstrong Thaddeus Baker

Becky Hepler Jace Baab Mary Ann Barksdale Theresa Liuzzo

Becke Chamberlin Jackie Fore-Dye Mary Claire Madera Tom Heintzman

Bob Wheeler ✞ Janice Steele Mary Devens Vera Genua

Bud Chamberlin ✞ Jen Austin Mary Elaine Riley Vin Liuzzo

Charlotte Joyce Jessica Moore Mathias Baker Von Brannock

Clark DeHart Jim Armstrong Mike Chandler Watt Shields

Daniel Brooks John Bianchi Nancy Aull Wayne Petersen

Dennis Kilper, Jr Josefina Cerezo Patty Carey

Diane Folz Kathy Kelly Nelson Carey

Diane Merrix Kathy Hummel Paul Ringel

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 
Matthew 7:7

Prayer Requests
SEMINARIANS

Accilien Ponge

Admen Noel

Theragin Putercin

OUR MILITARY 
FAMILIES

Austin T. Leake

Christopher 
Abrahamsen

Daniel Milauskas

Gabriel Milauskas

George Zolovick III

John Harvey III

John Milauskas

Justin Laatz

Diana & Matthew 
Halferty

John Newman

Michael Canfield

Michael Quinn, Jr.

Ryan C. Curran

Vincent Vitiello

Zack Mayo

OUR HAITI TWIN 
PARISH & SCHOOL

PRAYER AND 
SUPPORT GROUP 

FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF 

MENTAL HEALTH & 
RECOVERY

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual abuse of minors on 
the part of clergy or staff of our diocese to notify civil authorities, call the 
Attorney General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and reach out 
to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, Jennifer Sloan at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE




