
 Saint Mary’s 
CATHOLIC CHURCH of BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

Established 1938

We are a sacramental people, serving as the visible presence of Christ in our community.

February 7, 2021 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

CLERGY 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
Deacon Rick Furman

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: No Daily Mass 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: No Daily Mass 
Friday: 11:15 AM

Join us on Facebook for  
live-streamed Masses and 
parish updates! 	 	
@stmarysblacksburg

1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 

(540) 552-1091

RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 PM

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM



 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

This Week’s Announcements
2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
It’s Super Bowl Sunday! The NFL is inviting approximately 7,500 vaccinated healthcare 
workers to tonight’s Super Bowl game to thank and honor them for their service during 
the pandemic.

A day like today should help to remind us to be thankful for our health. It is until we are 
unwell that we remember that having a health body and food to nourish it is so 
important. Let’s remember that without God and all He gives us and all the blessings we 
have, we need to thank him. A lot. So remember, when the game is on the line and you 
need this touchdown or last-second field-goal, and you’re praying to God that they make 
it, pray for the health of the teams and thank him for ALL your blessings too.

And thank you for your participation in the Annual Diocesan Appeal. It’s the Super 
Bowl of the Bishop’s mission to serve his flock.  This year, the parish target for St. 
Mary’s has been set at $32,130.  We can only reach this goal with all of us working 
together, so please join us for this offering on the weekend of February 20/21, 2021.

START MAKING YOUR ASH WEDNESDAY PLANS 
Father John will be celebrating three Masses on Ash Wednesday to kick 

of the season of Lent.  This year, the Ash Wednesday schedule  is as 
follows: 

2/17: 9:00 AM 
2/17: 12:00 PM 
2/17: 7:00 PM 

Additionally, beginning on February 19th, the Stations of the Cross will 
take place at 7:00 PM.

LENT RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
In addition to the regular reconciliation schedule (Fridays at noon), Father John 
will hear confessions on Wednesdays during Lent from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM, 
beginning on February 24th, the first week of Lent.

SIGN UP FOR COVID-19 VACCINATION 
Parishioners, especially those who are in higher risk groups, are encouraged to 

sign up to receive the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as possible.  Virginia is 
currently in vaccination Phase 1B.  Appointments can be made at: https://

www.nrvroadtowellness.com/ or by calling (540) 267-8240.






 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY 

Face coverings must be worn by 
everyone older than 5, but they may be 

removed briefly to take communion.

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can 
be found online at stmarysblcksburg.org

MAINTAIN 6 FEET OF DISTANCE 
Ushers will seat you and your family 6 feet 

away from others.  Please maintain this 
distance after mass.

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted all Catholics in the 
diocese a dispensation from the obligation 
to attend mass.

ARRIVE TO MASS EARLY 
Arrive 30 minutes early to mass to 
allow time for seating and screening.

DOORS LOCK PROMPTLY 
To ensure proper socially-distant 

seating, the doors will lock at the start of 
mass, so arrive on time.

WORSHIP AREA CLEANED 
The worship area is cleaned after the 
celebration of every Mass, in 
accordance with CDC guidelines.

COLLECTION IN NARTHEX 
Offertories can be placed in the 

collection baskets in the Narthex, or 
given through Faith Direct.

MASS FOR HIGH-RISK GROUPS 
Reserved for 65+ and immunocompromised 
parishioners on Friday at 11:15 AM.

CHECK YOUR TEMPERATURE 
If your temperature is above 100.4°F, please 

stay home to protect your fellow parishioners.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying with us, capable of walking with us in the 
most difficult moments of life.” 

— Pope Francis

Saturday, February 6 5:00 PM Bob Canfield, Sr. ✞

Sunday, February 7 8:30 AM Virginia Tu ✞

Sunday, February 7 11:30 AM The Community of St. Mary’s

Wednesday, February 10 9:00 AM Mary Louise Holland ✞

Friday, February 12 11:15 AM O.J. Johnson ✞






St. Mary’s Catholic Church

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be used in several 
ways to help your children learn more 

about the Gospel each week. We envision 
you either watching as a family after 

Mass or having your children view the 
Virtual CLOW during Mass online. View 

the CLOW presentation online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages anyone aware of sexual 
abuse of minors on the part of clergy or staff of our 
diocese to notify civil authorities, call the Attorney 
General’s Clergy abuse Hotline at 1-833-454-9064, and 
reach out to the Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
at 1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online offertory program that allows parishioners to conveniently and consistently make 
church contributions, with a credit/debit card, or a direct debit from a checking/savings account.  Online giving 
provides an easy opportunity to support St. Mary’s, even when not attending Mass. 
Here’s how you can enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith Direct

Latest Ministry and Group Updates
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY RESUMES ASH WEDENESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021! 
You’re invited to gain a big perspective of the ENTIRE Bible by taking apart 14 books that capture the essence of the 
12 periods of Salvation History. Life application will be a big part—because Jesus wants to be the center of your 
daily life, here and now. Learn the role of the Holy Spirit, so present from the very first verses of Scripture. God’s 
loving intention for each of us is transformation and the “abundant life.” 
We’ll be using The Great Adventure: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation by Jeff Cavins. In-depth workbooks 
are still available which give access to online lectures by Cavins. For now Bible Study will be conducted by Zoom. 
Contact Glenda Canfield at 937-654-2559 for more info/ the Zoom link. 
If you’ve ever wondered about readings you hear at Mass, wonder no longer! This study will cover all the major 
people and events of the Bible, and the salvation story told there continues in Blacksburg, Va. today. Find your place 
in the story of His glory!

GLEAN TEAM AND NEW EGG MINISTRY 
Our Glean Team has been offered the opportunity to receive eggs from Virginia Tech’s poultry research facility on a 
weekly basis, beginning in February. With the potential of these hens laying 400 eggs/day, we will need as many 
empty egg cartons as possible to package them for distribution to food pantries and soup kitchens in our area. To 
meet that need, a wooden box will be labeled and placed between the entrance doors of the church to receive your 
egg cartons. Please save your egg cartons and recycle them with us, so that we can provide fresh eggs to so many 
families in need within our New River Valley and beyond.

http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

