
 Saint Mary’s 
CATHOLIC CHURCH of BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

Established 1938

We are a sacramental people, serving as the visible presence of Christ in our community.

April 11, 2021 Second Sunday of Easter

CLERGY 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
Deacon Rick Furman

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: No Daily Mass 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: No Daily Mass 
Friday: 11:15 AM

Join us on Facebook for  
live-streamed Masses and 
parish updates! 	 	
@stmarysblacksburg

1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 

(540) 552-1091

RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 PM

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM



 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

This Week’s Announcements
2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 

Seven weekends ago, we collected for the 
Diocesan annual appeal.  In case you 
missed that opportunity, we will be 

collecting this weekend to support the 
many wonderful things that the Diocesan 

annual appeal affords for our parish, like the 
ability to support programs such as To Our 

House and the Caring Closet Food Bank.  This 
year, the parish target for St. Mary’s has been set at 
$32,130; we’ve reached 87%.  We can only reach this 
goal with all of us working together, so please join us for 
this offering. 40 CANS FOR 40 DAYS OF LENT 

Thank you to everyone who has participated so 
faithfully in our 40 Cans for 
40 Days food drive! We 
collected 861 lbs of food 
during Lent, which has fully 
stocked our shelves at St. 
Mary’s own Caring Closet 
( a n d h a s h e l p e d t o 
supplement the Interfaith 
Food Pantry as well). Thank 
you all for helping to keep 
our community fed!

JOIN ST. MARY’S LISTSERV FOR UPDATES 
Parishioners are encouraged to join St. Mary’s email 
ListServ to receive updates and communication from 

Fr. John and the staff of St. Mary’s. To 
sign up for the ListServ and stay 
connected with the parish, please send 
an email with the subject line “JOIN” 
to officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org.

SMLA CLOSED FALL 2021 
Due to the on-going COVID-19 
pandemic, St. Mary’s Little Angels 
will not be reopening for the Fall 
2021 semester. For more information, 
see Father John’s letter to 
parishioners, included in the bulletin 
from two weeks ago.

NO MORE EGG CARTONS 
The Glean Team thanks St. Mary’s parishioners for 
their generous support with 
their egg carton collection 
program! In fact, this 
program was so successful, 
the Glean Team has 
requested that the egg carton 
collection end. Thanks again 
for everyone’s kind 
generosity!

APPLY FOR ST.MARY’S PARISH CHARITIES FUNDS 
St. Mary’s Parish Charities funds are those donations designated by individual parishioners for charitable outreach. 
Each quarter, the Justice and Peace Committee considers applications for grants from the Parish Charities funds to 
parish ministries, local charitable organizations, and Haiti for projects that support social justice and outreach activities. 
Preference goes to projects that will help to reduce hunger and loneliness, provide elder and youth care, and support 
families in need or those who need food or shelter. The Committee favors applications that align with the Catholic 
social teaching, involve parishioners of St. Mary’s, and serve the communities in the New River Valley or Haiti. A 
ministry may apply for Parish Charity funds by completing the form on St. Mary’s J&P web page.

HOUSEKEEPING JOB OPEN AT VT CCM 
The chaplain for the Catholic campus ministry at 
Virginia Tech is in need of 
assistance for some housekeeping /
cleaning for the rectory. This would 
be about 8 hours per month. This is 
a paid position. If you have attention 
for detail and are available to do this 
task in one or two time blocks, 
please contact Father David 
Sharland at 703-888-9476 or by 
email at 
fatherdavid.vtccm@gmail.com.

https://stmarysblacksburg.org/documents/2020/11/JP%20Application%20for%20Parish%20Charities%20Support%20Form.pdf
https://stmarysblacksburg.org/justice-peace
mailto:fatherdavid.vtccm@gmail.com





 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

CHICKEN SOUP MINISTRY NOW OPEN 
Comfort food. Soul food. Have you ever had someone show up a your door with a home-cooked meal during a time 
of grief illness, new baby, or after a surgery? There is a huge comfort in the love and care expressed when that meal 
appears. St. Mary’s Chicken Soup Ministry is resuming bringing the tangible expression of Christ’s love in the form 
of meals. When there is a need within the parish, the need is brought to the attention of the Chicken Soup  

Ministry Coordinator. Referrals may come from family members, friends, or by contacting the Parish 
Office. The coordinator, working with the family in need, creates a schedule and passes the 
information onto the volunteer cooks. 
New cooks are always welcome! There are no meetings involved! If you are interested, want to know 

more OR if you know someone who could benefit from a meal please contact: 
Susan DiSalvo at sdisalvo55@gmail.com or by phone (540)951-3121.

Latest Ministry and Group Updates

ST. MARY’S CAR MAGNETS FOR EVANGELIZATION 
The Evangelization Committee has prepared 4 car magnets (6" diameter) with an 
evangelization message, for distribution after the masses on Easter weekend and 
Palm Sunday. The car magnets will be on display on tables outside the church 
doors, and we encourage parishioners to help us promote St. Mary's Church and 
our faith tradition within Blacksburg and surrounding communities by placing 
one of these magnets on your vehicles. This is an opportunity to fulfill what 
Jesus commanded of each of us in Matthew 28: 19-20  "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."

THANK YOU FROM THE HAITI COMMITTEE 
The Haiti Committee, Fr. Delva (our new Haitian pastor), and the Community of Savanette, Haiti, would like to 
extend heartfelt gratitude and thanks to God for the generous sponsors that helped us exceed our goal of $29,000 
dollars to support 145 students at the primary school in Bail. We are truly humbled by what your generosity has 
helped us to achieve year after year with these children.

UPDATE ON PRISON MINISTRY 
State prisons in Virginia remain closed to outsider visitation, even though most inmates and staff have received 
their COVID vaccinations. Even chaplains at the prisons are not allowed open access to prisoners who seek their 
consultation.  Until Keen Mt. State Prison in Oakwood, VA allows visitors, the collection of greeting cards in the 
narthex remains our sole activity during this pandemic. The collected cards will be sent to GraceInside, Virginia’s 
prison chaplain service organization since 1920, until chaplains are allowed back into the prisons to make our cards 
available to inmates.. 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a national organization that builds bunk beds for children ages 3- 17. Last year the local 
chapter built and delivered 106 beds to needy families in Montgomery County. This year they plan to build two 
hundred more. The need is hidden inside of people's homes, and is greater than most of us realize. Many children here 
in Montgomery County sleep two to a bed, on floors, on cots, and on couches. The Montgomery County chapter is 
headed by Col. Paul Mele. He has asked if St. Mary's would sponsor a bed build. We are asking for donations to be 
able to do so, and volunteers to help build the beds. Any donation will help us toward our goal of $4,000 to pay for 20 
beds. Please make checks payable to St. Mary's Catholic Church with "Sleep in Heavenly Peace" on the memo line.

mailto:sdisalvo55@gmail.com





MASKS ARE MANDATORY 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone older than 5, but 
they may be removed briefly to take communion. 
NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at 
stmarysblcksburg.org 
MAINTAIN 6 FEET OF DISTANCE 
Ushers will seat you and your family 6 feet away from others.  
Please maintain this distance after mass. 
STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted all Catholics in the diocese a 
dispensation from the obligation to attend mass. 
CHECK YOUR TEMPERATURE 
If your temperature is above 100.4°F, please stay home to 
protect your fellow parishioners.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
ARRIVE TO MASS EARLY 
Arrive 30 minutes early to mass to allow time for seating 
and screening. 
DOORS LOCK PROMPTLY 
To ensure proper socially-distant seating, the doors will 
lock at the start of mass, so arrive on time. 
WORSHIP AREA CLEANED 
The worship area is cleaned after the celebration of 
every Mass, in accordance with CDC guidelines. 
COLLECTION IN NARTHEX 
Offertories can be placed in the collection baskets in the 
Narthex, or given through Faith Direct.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, April 10 5:00 PM —

Sunday, April 11 8:30 AM The Community of St. Mary’s

Sunday, April 11 11:30 AM —

Wednesday, April 14 9:00 AM —

Friday, April 16 11:15 AM —

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
o f f e r t o r y p r o g r a m t h a t a l l o w s 
parishioners to conveniently and 
consistently make church contributions, 
with a credit/debit card, or a direct debit 
from a checking/savings account.  
Online giving provides an easy 
opportunity to support St. Mary’s, even 
when not attending Mass. 
Here’s how you can enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

http://stmarysblcksburg.org
http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

