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CLERGY 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
Deacon Rick Furman

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: No Daily Mass 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: No Daily Mass 
Friday: 11:15 AM

Join us on Facebook for  
live-streamed Masses and 
parish updates! 	 	
@stmarysblacksburg

1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 

(540) 552-1091

RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 PM

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
May 30, 2021



 This Week’s Announcements

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Thank you to everyone who has participated in our collection for the Diocesan Annual Appeal. In case 
you missed the opportunity, we are continuing to collect for the appeal.  This year, the parish target for 
St. Mary’s has been set at $32,130; we’ve reached 107% of that goal.   Thank you to everyone who 
has generously contributed! If you have not yet donated, there is still time!

SUMMER PEACE LAB 
This year we will be offering a "Summer Peace Lab" for our rising Kindergarteners - rising 3rd 
graders.  Provided we get enough children and high school and volunteers, we will be holding this 
outdoor offering on July 19 - 21st from 9am - noon.  More information and registration forms will 
be available in the next few weeks.  For more information and to register, visit: https://
stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION ON FRIDAY, JUNE 4 
Do you ever wonder why you are alive? “We exist for the praise of His glory”- (Ephesians 1:12). 
Enjoy some time with Jesus, face-to-face, at Eucharistic Adoration Friday, June 4, from 9-11am at 
St Mary’s before 11:15am Mass. “Prayer is a time (when) we simply come to the One we love and 
stay very close to Him, and we let our heart go”- (St Elizabeth of the Trinity).

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS 
As Virginia begins to fully reopen following an increased number of vaccination and a decreased 
number of new COVID-19 cases, the Diocese of Richmond has issued new guidelines on how to 
safely celebrate Mass in our parish. 

• You only need to wear a mask if you’re not fully vaccinated 
• Six feet of social distancing is no longer required 
• Ushers will no longer be seating parishioners 

Some limited precautions, however, still remain in place, per the orders of the Diocese of Richmond. 
• No handshaking during the sign of peace, no holding hands during the Our Father 
• The Eucharist is only offered in one species— the body— as there is no cup 
• The Bishop’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass remains in effect 

Please continue to be patient and kind with one another as we all work to readjust to life with the 
safety of everyone in mind.

⚠

SPRING CLEANING HELP STILL NEEDED 
We still need volunteers to help spruce up the grounds of the St. Mary’s campus! If you’re 
interested in doing a little light yard work for the parish, contact Matt Wheeler at 
businessmanager@stmaryblacksburg.org.

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED 
With loosened COVID-19 protocols, St. Mary’s once again needs weekly money counters! If 
you’re interested in helping St. Mary’s bookkeeping efforts, please contact Liam Watson at 
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org.

https://stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings
https://stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings





 

Latest Ministry and Group Updates

GREETING CARDS FOR PRISON MINISTRY 
Within the last 12 months, we have been able to collect 80 lb of greeting cards to send to St. Paul Prison Ministries 
(federal prisons) nationwide and GraceInside (state prisons) in Virginia. We would like to hit the 100 lb mark by the 
end of summer, so please remember the greeting card box on the right in the narthex. Reduced mass attendance has 
affected card donations for many months, but now that there is an increased attendance at mass, we are hopeful that 
those who receive greeting cards from various charities will keep them for use by inmates to keep in contact with 
their families.

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a national organization that builds bunk beds for children ages 3- 17. Last year the local 
chapter built and delivered 106 beds to needy families in Montgomery County. This year they plan to build two 
hundred more. The need is hidden inside of people's homes, and is greater than most of us realize. Many children here 
in Montgomery County sleep two to a bed, on floors, on cots, and on couches. The Montgomery County chapter is 
headed by Col. Paul Mele. He has asked if St. Mary's would sponsor a bed build. We are asking for donations to be 
able to do so, and volunteers to help build the beds. Any donation will help us toward our goal of $4,000 to pay for 20 
beds. Please make checks payable to St. Mary's Catholic Church with "Sleep in Heavenly Peace" on the memo line.

UPDATE ON HAITI MINISTRY 
Food For The Poor (FFTP) offered a matching grant program in March to parishes with twins in Haiti. Up to 
$2000  would be matched by them to purchase beans and rice for the Haitian parishes. At this time, FFTP stated 
that 4 million Haitians are in hunger mode or on limited rations due to 20% inflation, civil unrest, COVID, and 
other factors. The Haiti Committee sent them the $2000 to purchase $4000 of beans and rice for our Savanette 
parish.The $4000 has purchased 7 tons of beans and rice for Fr. Delva to distribute within his parish community 
this month. Our thanks to parishioners who donate to our Haiti Ministry, which allows us to continue support of our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti.

PARISH CHARITIES 
How does St. Mary’s charitably support the local community? Parishioners contribute to our “Parish Charities” fund 
by 1) designating it on the memo line of a check offered in the regular Sunday collection, or 2) online through Parish 
Direct, or 3) using your church envelope for the second collection designated for Parish Charities annually each 
September. The St. Mary’s Justice and Peace Committee considers grant applications from the parish or local 
community each quarter for award of Parish Charities funds.

BLACKSBURG INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 
Understandably, donations of non-perishable food in the narthex Interfaith Food Pantry drop box (right under the 
TV announcement screen) have been lower than normal due to reduced Mass attendance during the pandemic.  
However, the continuing need for your support has remained unchanged.  Especially as we begin to return to 
greater Mass attendance, your donations of any amount of non-perishable food is the easiest way for you to directly 
assist your fellow Montgomery County residents who are food insecure.  Thank you for your continued support of 
this ecumenical endeavor over the 34 years of its existence!






COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR THE UNVACCINATED 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone unvaccinated, but they may be removed briefly to take communion. 

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at stmarysblcksburg.org 

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted all Catholics in the diocese a dispensation from the obligation to attend mass. 

EUCHARIST ONLY SERVED IN ONE SPECIES 
The Eucharist will only be served as the Body of Christ. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, May 22 5:00 PM The Community of St. Mary’s

Sunday, May 23 8:30 AM Jack Snider

Sunday, May 23 11:30 AM The Sburlati Family 
Easnati Mukanhandu Kooma ✞

Wednesday, May 26 9:00 AM —

Friday, May 28 11:15 AM —

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
offertory program. Here’s how you can 
enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

Last Week’s Collection (5-9-21) 

Offertory 
eGiving 
Debt Reduction 
Faith Direct Offertory 
Faith Direct Debt Reduction

$3,212.50 
$1,520.00 

$320.00 
$8,497.50 

$490.00

http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW
http://stmarysblcksburg.org

