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This Week’s Announcements

SUMMER PEACE LAB 
All rising Kindergarteners - rising 3rd graders are invited to join us at St. Mary's this year 
for our “Summer Peace Lab.”  This totally Catholic Event will be held outdoors on July 19 
- 21st from 9am - noon.  Due to the Covid-19 restrictions in the past, we are holding a 
modified Summer Camp and will hold our regular Vacation Bible School next Summer. 
The deadline for sign up is Sunday, July 11th. Registration Fee is $25 and can be paid on 
the first day of camp--and don't forget to invite a friend! To register, visit: https://
stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings

SPRING CLEANING HELP STILL NEEDED 
We still need volunteers to help spruce up the grounds of the St. Mary’s campus! For a 
complete listing of the work that we need to do, visit www.stmarysblacksburg.org/spring-
cleaning. If you’re interested in doing a little light yard work for the parish, contact Matt 
Wheeler at businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org.

JOIN THE RISE UP ENSEMBLE 
Let’s make some joyful noise, St. Mary’s! Music Ministry’s Rise Up Ensemble resumes 
Sunday, August 15th at the 11:30 am mass. We welcome strong voices and competent 
instrumentalists to join accompanist/conductor Shelbie Wahl-Fouts each Sunday at 10:00 
am to rehearse and enhance the music at the 11:30 am mass.  Stop by the choir area  to say 
hello and learn more, or contact Beth Shaver, Director of Music and Liturgy at 
liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org. 

FR. FRANCIS GARGANI CELEBRATING ALL MASSES THIS WEEKEND 
St. Mary’s is blessed to be joined at all Masses this weekend by Father Francis Gargani, 
C.Ss.R., a priest of the Redemptorist Order. Father Gargani, who has celebrated Mass at St. 
Mary’s multiple times in the past, will be visiting us from New York and has been a priest 
for over 50 years.

🎶

NO DAILY MASS ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021 
There will be no daily 9:00 AM Mass this coming Wednesday, July 14, 2021. Daily Mass 
will still be held on Friday at 11:15AM.

24TH ANNIVERSARY OF FATHER JOHN’S ORDINATION ON JULY 19 
On July 19th, St. Mary’s will prayerfully celebrate the 24th anniversary of Father John 
Asare’s ordination! Fr. John asks that you pray for his ministry as a Priest, his success as a 
Pastor, and for the entire St. Mary’s Community.

https://stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings
https://stmarysblacksburg.org/summer-offerings
http://www.stmarysblacksburg.org/spring-cleaning
http://www.stmarysblacksburg.org/spring-cleaning
mailto:businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org





 

Latest Ministry and Group Updates

GREETING CARDS FOR PRISON MINISTRY 
Our thanks to the parishioners who have responded to our request to drop off unused greeting cards in the narthex 
for prison inmates. Last week we were able to mail 29 lb of cards to Paulist Prison Ministries in Washington, D.C., 
who in turn send them to priests visiting federal prisons throughout the U. S. We now have sent 121 lb of various 
greeting cards for federal prisons and the Virginia prison system. If you receive greeting cards from the various 
charities you support, please consider recycling them through us. 

UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN HAITI 
The President of Haiti was assassinated early Wednesday morning, and the Prime Minister has 
taken leadership of the government until elections can be held. Although there has been and is 
now civil unrest in Port-au-Prince and other large cities, the countryside remains calm. News 
from our twin parish is that the people are remaining close to home, unsure of what will happen. 
The concern is that gangs from the cities will roam the countryside to loot and exploit the local 
residents who are unarmed and vulnerable.

BLACKSBURG INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 
Understandably, donations of non-perishable food in the narthex Interfaith Food Pantry drop box (right under the 
TV announcement screen) have been lower than normal due to reduced Mass attendance during the pandemic.  
However, the continuing need for your support has remained unchanged.  Especially as we begin to return to 
greater Mass attendance, your donations of any amount of non-perishable food is the easiest way for you to directly 
assist your fellow Montgomery County residents who are food insecure.  Thank you for your continued support of 
this ecumenical endeavor over the 34 years of its existence!

EVANGELIZATION MAGNETS IN NARTHEX 
The 4 types of evangelization magnets are now available again in the narthex of the church for FREE! We ask that 
each parishioner select one of the 6" car magnets and place it on your vehicle to help grow our church in Blacksburg 
and to evangelize those who do not have God in their lives. All of us were given the responsibility from Jesus to 
spread the gospel and make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-20), teaching them to observe all that He commanded 
of us. St. Mary's Evangelization Committee needs your help to do that, so please pick up a magnet for your vehicle.

OUR LADY OF LOURDE’S GIFT SHOP LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Our Lady of Lourdes Gift Shop is the only Catholic religious articles gift shop in the NRV right in our own parish hall. 
The purpose of the Lourdes Gift Shop is to provide Religious items at a reasonable price to the members of St. Mary’s 
Parish. The proceeds of the shop have been given back to the parish community in various ways.  Lourdes Gift Shop 
would like to reopen, but we need volunteers to do so.  If you could spare 15 minutes before and after Mass on Saturday 
or Sunday, please let us know.  We will train you.  Please contact the Parish Office or Mike Martin at 
miketechtransfer@outlook.com.  

mailto:miketechtransfer@outlook.com





 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR THE UNVACCINATED 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone unvaccinated, but they may be removed briefly to take communion. 

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at stmarysblacksburg.org. 

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass those who are ill, have reason to believe 
that they were recently exposed to COVID-19 or another serious or contagious illness, are confined to their home, a 
hospital, or nursing facility, or those with serious underlying health conditions. 

EUCHARIST ONLY SERVED IN ONE SPECIES 
The Eucharist will only be served as the Body of Christ.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, July 10 5:00 PM Kathie Feick ✞

Sunday, July 11 8:30 AM Annie Hoard ✞

Sunday, July 11 11:30 AM Georgia Milly ✞

Wednesday, July 14 9:00 AM — NO DAILY MASS —

Friday, July 16 11:15 AM Teresa Cohill ✞

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
offertory program. Here’s how you can 
enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

Last Week’s Collection (7-4-21) 

Offertory 
eGiving 
Debt Reduction 

$5689.02 
$2345.00 
$920.00

http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW
http://stmarysblcksburg.org


A MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL 

Maybe the work is best left to the professionals. That’s how many people view the preaching of the Gospel. That’s 
the stuff priests, religious, deacons, lay ministers, and other professional Church people do. It has little to do with 
me. Well, that’s not really true. The fact of the matter is that preaching the Gospel has everything to do with you, 
with all of us who are baptized members of the Body of Christ. Nobody gets off the hook from that job. The 
question is, however, how do we do it? Well, there’s a safe way, which many choose, to preach the Gospel — and 
the risky way. The safe way pretty much keeps the Gospel in church and around like-minded people. I say my 
prayers, go to Mass, contribute to the food pantry, tithe, and attend Bible Study. That pretty much covers the bases, 
right? Wrong. 

The risky way is the more challenging way and for many, the “road less traveled.” Imagine those first disciples 
going out and into people’s homes. They must have had some amazing conversations with folks about God’s 
kingdom, changing their hearts, forgiving sins, and looking at the world differently. They must have met people 
who were hurting, exiled from their communities, neglected, lost, or living self-insulated lives in a society that 
served the rich and neglected the poor. While there were many who welcomed what they had to say and the 
conversations they had, there were others who no doubt rejected them and literally tossed them out on their ears! 
The Gospel, while being a message of joy and hope, is not always received well by those who are very 
comfortable keeping things as they are. 

The risky way involves example and conversation. We have to take the Gospel from church and carry it with us 
wherever we go. What kinds of conversations do we have with others? We interact with those closest to us, in our 
work, social circles, institutions, corporations, in politics, and beyond. Our conversations with others reveal a 
great deal about how we see things and what we consider important. If we are really interested in seeing God’s 
vision for the world succeed, then we will talk about it. It will become a part of our everyday conversation and 
find its way into our interactions with others. How will we preserve the dignity of human life and encourage 
others to have a relationship with God? We must be the example, live value centered, virtuous lives, stand against 
injustice, combating racism, and learn ways to resolve conflicts without violence. 

If we are going to succeed going forward, we have to find a way to bring our prayer centered lives into the 
marketplace. Our conversations have to change. Not everyone wants to hear what the Gospel has to say. That’s a 
risk God asks us to take.

Last quarter, St. Mary’s earned 
$961.05 from Kroger. You can help 
raise this number by linking your 
existing Kroger Plus Card with St. 
Mary’s by visiting: kroger.com/i/
community/community-rewards

By joining the Amazon Smiles 
program, St. Mary’s will 

receive 0.5% of the profit from 
all your Amazon purchases! 

Sign up now at: 
smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/

homepage?orig=%2F
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