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This Week’s Announcements

SPRING CLEANING HELP STILL NEEDED 
We still need volunteers to help spruce up the grounds of the St. Mary’s campus! For a complete 
listing of the work that we need to do, visit www.stmarysblacksburg.org/spring-cleaning. If you’re 
interested in doing a little light yard work for the parish, contact Matt Wheeler at 
businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org.

JOIN THE RISE UP ENSEMBLE 
Let’s make some joyful noise, St. Mary’s! Music Ministry’s Rise Up Ensemble resumes Sunday, 
August 15th at the 11:30 am mass. We welcome strong voices and competent instrumentalists to 
join accompanist/conductor Shelbie Wahl-Fouts each Sunday at 10:00 am to rehearse and enhance 
the music at the 11:30 am mass.  Stop by the choir area  to say hello and learn more, or contact 
Beth Shaver, Director of Music and Liturgy at liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org. 🎶

MONEY COUNTERS ARE STILL NEEDED 
With loosened COVID-19 protocols, St. Mary’s once again needs weekly money counters! If 
you’re interested in helping St. Mary’s bookkeeping efforts, please contact Liam Watson at 
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org.

CHILDREN’S ADORATION 
Please join us for Children’s Adoration on Saturday August 21st, from 10-10:30 am, here at St 
Mary's.  This is a wonderful opportunity to introduce your children to the Catholic practice of 
Adoration - spending time with the Eucharistic Jesus - in a very kid friendly way.  School age 
children, toddlers and babies all welcome, with their parents!  Fellowship and snacks follow.  

NEW LOURDES GIFT SHOP MANAGER NEEDED 
The St. Mary’s Lourdes Gift Shop is in need of a new manager starting this fall. If you’re interested 
in offering your business expertise to St. Mary’s through the leadership of this ministry, contact 
Liam Watson at officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org!

ST. MARY’S PARISH PICNIC 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! St Mary’s Parish Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, 12 September 
2021 after the 11:30 Mass and will be held on the parish grounds. Parish Ministry’s are encouraged 
to actively participate and sponsor a station / table to promote their ministry and support the 
success of our Parish Picnic!! Sign Up sheets will be available after all masses two (2) weeks prior 
to the picnic for parishioners to sign up to bring their favorite side dish to share! (St Mary’s will be 
providing the meats – Just like Arby’s!) POCs for the Picnic Planning Team Tim Leake (540) 
808-5959; tjleake@vt.edu or Marie Castello 540-315-0806; mariecastillo11@gmail.com

“PURIFIED” CHASTITY SEMINAR 
Confused about why the Church holds to chastity teaching? How do we live purity in our culture? 
What about same-sex attractions? You are invited to hear Jason Everet, nationally-known speaker, 
clarify with humor and humility all of these questions. Don’t miss this rare opportunity! Bring 
family and friends Sept 19th from 6-8pm to St Mary’s Catholic Church, Blacksburg, Va.
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Latest Ministry and Group Updates

UPDATE ON THE SITUATION IN HAITI 
The President of Haiti was assassinated early Wednesday morning, and the Prime Minister has taken leadership of 
the government until elections can be held. Although there has been and is now civil unrest in Port-au-Prince and 
other large cities, the countryside remains calm. News from our twin parish is that the people are remaining close to 
home, unsure of what will happen. The concern is that gangs from the cities will roam the countryside to loot and 
exploit the local residents who are unarmed and vulnerable.

EVANGELIZATION MAGNETS IN NARTHEX 
The 4 types of evangelization magnets are now available again in the narthex of the church for FREE! We ask that 
each parishioner select one of the 6" car magnets and place it on your vehicle to help grow our church in Blacksburg 
and to evangelize those who do not have God in their lives. All of us were given the responsibility from Jesus to 
spread the gospel and make disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-20), teaching them to observe all that He commanded 
of us. St. Mary's Evangelization Committee needs your help to do that, so please pick up a magnet for your vehicle.

GLEAN TEAM NEEDS EGG CARTONS 
The Glean Team is in need of egg cartons again. The YMCA will be collecting them for us and storing 
them. So everyone that is interested in collecting egg cartons for the Glean Team if you could drop them 
off at the YMCA Thrift Store on Main Street. Thank-you to everyone that contributed before. 

KOC LONG-TERM CARE PLANNING SEMINAR 
The Knights of Columbus, Father Edward Fox Council 6747 invites you to participate in The Abbate 
Agency - presents: Long-Term Care Planning Seminar. Preparing for a long and healthy future begins 
with understanding risks that you and your family may face later in life. While we all hope to remain 
healthy in our later years, the reality is that most of us will need long-term care at some point in our 
lives. In this seminar, we will discuss some of the challenges that you may face and the solutions that 
you and your family should consider. The seminar includes defining what long-term care is and how the 
Knights of Columbus can prepare you. This seminar is open to all in the community. Register today to 
save your spot for August 31 at 7 p.m. via zoom: Register at https://aug31.abbatekofc.com.

NEW TOH MINISTRY LEADER NEEDED 
It has been 10 years since St. Mary’s first hosted in 2001 the winter homeless shelter, To Our House.  
The name was taken from the initials, TOH, of a homeless man who in 2001 on a cold winter night was 
found frozen to death on a Blacksburg park bench.  This ministry was born out of that tragic event, and 
its mission is to welcome homeless people during winter months to sleep and eat a hot meal in the 
warmth of a hosting church in Montgomery County. This year St. Mary’s is looking for a Parish Lead 
Contact for theTOH Ministry, who will organize and sign up parishioners to volunteer for the various 
tasks necessary to have the guests come, for a week, to sleep and eat a meal at St Mary’s Church. 
 Because of our preschool schedule, the best time for St. Mary’s to host is during the Christmas 
holidays, usually the week of New Year’s. The Parish Lead Contact will have access to the records 
from previous years which will help facilitate the week of hosting.  Suzi Austin, who has been the Lead 
Contact for 10 years, has offered to help the new person through the organizing and signing up process 
of the volunteers if this would be wanted. Please consider taking this position.  There are a fair number 
of parishioners who look forward to serving this ministry in various capacities and will gladly sign up 
for the tasks!






 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR THE UNVACCINATED 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone unvaccinated, but they may be removed briefly to take communion. 
NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at stmarysblacksburg.org. 
STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass those who are ill, have reason to believe 
that they were recently exposed to COVID-19 or another serious or contagious illness, are confined to their home, a 
hospital, or nursing facility, or those with serious underlying health conditions. 
EUCHARIST ONLY SERVED IN ONE SPECIES 
The Eucharist will only be served as the Body of Christ.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, August 7 5:00 PM Annie Hoard ✞

Sunday, August 8 8:30 AM Lorraine Brunelle ✞

Sunday, August 8 11:30 AM The Community of St. Mary’s

Tuesday, August 10 9:00 AM Ethel Kirchner ✞

Wednesday, August 11 9:00 AM Herman Garrard McGinnis ✞

Thursday, August 12 9:00 AM The Glassman Family

Friday, August 13 11:15 AM Marija Gracanin ✞ & John Casey ✞

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
offertory program. Here’s how you can 
enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

Last Week’s Collection (8-1-21) 

Offertory 
Debt Reduction 

$4,835.03 
$525.00 

http://stmarysblcksburg.org
http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW


A MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL 

 The lens through which we view life makes a difference. It also determines who we choose to 
learn from and what we allow to shape our thoughts and feelings. For many, life is simply what it 
appears to be, a given that either through evolution or some other means just came to be. There is no 
apparent rhyme or reason to things and things can be dissected and understood only in terms of what 
they empirically present. To the person using this lens, a tree is a tree and a flower is a flower. Their 
composition and existence can be understood only to the extent that current human knowledge allows. 
Through this lens, what gives life purpose and meaning? This lens has an essentially unknown beginning 
and definite end. Once those are accepted, the middle becomes some kind of pursuit of happiness, with 
values and principles being things that are self-created and found acceptable. 
 But there is a Divine lens that also exists and deserves mention. It is found when one stumbles 
upon faith and begins to see things differently. This lens is of God and reveals a Divine Energy and Life 
that flows through and in all things. Faith then shows us that all that lives come from this one Source of 
Love. This is the only true lens that can give human beings the purpose and meaning they desperately 
need. From this perspective, all of life is much more than what is immediately apparent! It now tells and 
reveals a story about God generous, creative, and unconditional love! The unfolding of the human story 
is the unfolding of God’s story. What meaning our lives have when they are viewed as a part of God’s 
love affair with humanity! We are indeed special. 
 The lens of our faith asks us to learn from Jesus Christ. Jesus, as the real Bread of Life, shows us 
our eternal destiny and completes and frames our lives. It is only in allowing ourselves to be taught by 
Jesus, that faith, hope, and love take on much greater importance. All the relationships in our lives are 
now structured and ordered using God’s primary commandment of love. Jesus, then, is not just some 
man who lived at some point in history. Jesus is the incarnate Son of God who shows us the way, the 
truth, and the life. Using this lens changes things up a great deal. Looking at the creation that surrounds 
you and the special unique people you love, what is God trying to teach you about His love for you and 
the eternal life He wants you to have?

Last quarter, St. Mary’s earned 
$961.05 from Kroger. You can help 
raise this number by linking your 
existing Kroger Plus Card with St. 
Mary’s by visiting: kroger.com/i/
community/community-rewards

By joining the Amazon Smiles 
program, St. Mary’s will 

receive 0.5% of the profit from 
all your Amazon purchases! 

Sign up now at: 
smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/

homepage?orig=%2F
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