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This Week’s Announcements

MONEY COUNTERS ARE STILL NEEDED 
St. Mary’s once again needs weekly money counters! If you’re interested in helping St. Mary’s 
bookkeeping efforts, please contact Liam Watson at officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org.

ST. MARY’S PARISH PICNIC 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! St Mary’s Parish Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, 12 September 
2021 after the 11:30 Mass and will be held on the parish grounds. Parish Ministry’s are encouraged 
to actively participate and sponsor a station / table to promote their ministry and support the 
success of our Parish Picnic! Sign Up sheets will be available after all masses two (2) weeks prior 
to the picnic for parishioners to sign up to bring their favorite side dish to share! POCs for the 
Picnic Planning Team Tim Leake (540) 808-5959; tjleake@vt.edu or Marie Castillo 540-315-0806; 
mariemcastillo11@gmail.com.

“PURIFIED” CHASTITY SEMINAR 
Confused about why the Church holds to chastity teaching? How do we live purity in our culture? 
What about same-sex attractions? You are invited to hear Jason Everet, nationally-known speaker, 
clarify with humor and humility all of these questions. Don’t miss this rare opportunity! Bring 
family and friends Sept 19th from 6-8pm to St Mary’s Catholic Church, Blacksburg, Va.

YOUTH MINISTRY KICKOFF 
New River Valley Youth Ministry (NRVYM) at St. Mary's will be kicking off Wednesday Sep. 15th 
from 6:30-8! This event is for teens 9th-12th grade. Middle school will begin at a later date. Text 
"NRVYM" to 84576 to receive youth ministry updates or connect at nrvym.flocknote.com. Email or 
call Austin Mee with questions: nrvym@richmonddiocese.org | 540.251.1754

RELIGIOUS ED REGISTRATION BEGINS THIS WEEKEND 
Religious education classes begin on Sunday, September 26th! Registration forms, along with 
additional details, are now available in the Narthex as well as on our website at https://
stmarysblacksburg.org/formation. 
We are still in need of several catechists for all grades!  If you have ever thought about being a 
catechist and feel a call to working with children or teens, please contact  
Sue Ellerbrock (formation@stmarysblacksburg.org) to discuss the possibility of you being a 
Catechist!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a pancake breakfast in the Parish Hall following the 
8:30AM mass on September 19, 2021. Stop by to eat, or you can pick up some pancakes and sausage 
to go!

MASS FOR HOPE & HEALING 
Bishop Knestout will be visiting Our Lady of Nazareth Church in Roanoke on Friday, September 17 
at 7:00pm to hold a mass to pray for victim survivors of child sexual abuse and their families. 
Counselors will be available before and after mass.

NO MASS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 
There will be no daily mass held on Tuesday, September 7, 2021.

https://stmarysblacksburg.org/formation
https://stmarysblacksburg.org/formation
mailto:formation@stmarysblacksburg.org





 

Latest Ministry and Group Updates

UPDATE ON OUR HAITI MINISTRY 
The new academic year for children at our twin parish in Savanette will begin on September 6, and we 
have sent the first allotment of sponsorship money to support the 145 students at the primary school in 
the chapel of Bail. We also have sent $2000 to support the seminarian Admind Noel from our twin 
parish in Savanette, who is attending a seminary in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. As a 
reminder, donations to the Haiti Box near the reconciliation room (confessional) in the sanctuary are 
used to support seminarians from our twin parish. Donations have fallen dramatically since COVID, 
so we are hopeful that the increase of parishioners at week-end masses also will result in an increase in 
these donations. Our thanks to parishioners who have continued to support our Haiti Ministry in good 
times and in bad.

ZAMBIA MINISTRY SEEKS KNITTING/CROCHET NEEDLES AND YARN 
The Women’s Bible Study will be shipping these supplies to Kasiya, Zambia so 
that the parishioners can make sweaters for their families while listening to Bible Study simultaneously! A 
shipment of goods (clothing, shoes, etc) will be sent by ocean, leaving Blacksburg August 28. Contact Glenda 
Canfield and Felistus Mukuni for more info at 937-654- 2559. WBS continues to sponsor hospital construction 
there. The surgical room, X-ray, and laboratory sections are nearly complete. The rest of the hospital (pediatric 
wards, etc) are next. If you’d like to contribute towards this exciting work of mercy, checks may be made to St 
Mary’s, with Zambian Ministry on the memo line.

JOHN GALBRAITH INDUCTED INTO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HALL OF FAME 
On Monday, August 23, the Glean Team’s John Galbraith was inducted into the Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2021 Hall of Fame. The Chamber of Commerce recognized Galbraith as a “community leader who has 
changed our DNA and improved the quality of life through his actions in our community.” Galbraith wishes to pass 
along his gratitude to the rest of the Glean Team: “we have helped people eat better quality food, and to have free 
access to that food. That is a winning formula for people's physical and mental health in multiple ways. So I am raising 
a toast to each and every one of you, and to the rest of the volunteers who have made the Glean Team the success that it 
has become. Thank you.”

UPDATE ON OUR PRISON MINISTRY 
Once the COVID pandemic began in 2020, all prisons in Virginia were closed to outside visitors for 
obvious reasons. The status now is that all prisoners and staff in the prisons who requested vaccination 
have received the vaccine. The state prison system in Virginia has tentatively scheduled to open the 
prisons to chaplains this fall and then to those involved in prison ministry, depending upon the 
pandemic situation at that time. Meanwhile, I thank the parishioners who continue to place greeting 
cards of various types in the card box on the credenza in the narthex. I am able to send nearly 15 lb of 
cards at a time in a USPS prepaid box to either Paulist Prison Ministries in Washington, D.C. for priests 
visiting federal prisons in the U.S., or to GraceInside in Richmond, VA for chaplains to distribute in 
state prisons.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY BEGINS 
Are you sometimes puzzled by what you hear at Mass? Do you wonder what God is trying to say to you 
in Scripture? If so, you are warmly invited to attend the Women’s Bible Study in-person and by Zoom 
as we continue “The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation” by Jeff Cavins. For materials or questions, 
call Glenda Canfield at 937-654-2559, as Bible Study begins Wednesday, September 8, 9:30-11am 
in-person in the Parish Hall. (The other Wednesdays of September shall be via Zoom, 10-11:30am). 
Become part of building a hospital in Kasiya, Zambia—and discover Bible Study to indeed be an 
adventure into the very mind and heart of God as He interacts with you, His beloved. word and not 
hearers only”-James 1:21-22.






 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR THE UNVACCINATED, RECOMMENDED FOR ALL 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone unvaccinated, but they may be removed briefly to take communion. 
All persons gathering indoors are recommended to resume wearing a face mask, regardless of vaccination status. 

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at stmarysblacksburg.org. 

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass those who are ill, have reason to believe that they were 
recently exposed to COVID-19 or another serious or contagious illness, are confined to their home, a hospital, or nursing facility, 
or those with serious underlying health conditions. 

EUCHARIST ONLY SERVED IN ONE SPECIES 
The Eucharist will only be served as the Body of Christ.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, September 4 5:00 PM The Community of St. Mary’s

Sunday, September 5 8:30 AM Joey Wheeler

Sunday, September 5 11:30 AM Jan, Helena, Edmund, Halina, & Stanislaw Malkowski ✞

Tuesday, September 7 9:00 AM — no daily mass —

Wednesday, September 8 9:00 AM Leon Arp ✞

Thursday, September 9 9:00 AM Robin Shinault

Friday, September 10 11:15 AM John (Jack) Howarth ✞

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
offertory program. Here’s how you can 
enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

Last Week’s Collection (8-29-21) 

Offertory 
Debt Reduction 

$4,337.17 
$660.00 

http://stmarysblcksburg.org
http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW


 

A MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL 

 From the time we are born into this world until we die, our human radar picks up signals about 
how to respond to life. What we picked up on when we were very young carries an even greater power. 
The messages we receive and process tell us what we are “supposed” to do with our feelings, how to 
understand and cope with disappointment, anxiety, failure, death, illness, and what to expect out of life. 
As life unfolds for us, these radar messages kick in and resonate in us at very deep levels. Sometimes 
what we have learned is helpful and sometimes it is not. The stories we have been told, especially when 
we are young, about how life is best lived and how to negotiate its pain carry a heavy weight. 
 Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it really hurts to be a human being. It also 
can be quite unpredictable and, at times, unfair. We face our vulnerability and brokenness of all kinds: 
physical, emotional, and spiritual. It doesn’t take much for life to quickly fall apart. What we knew to be 
familiar and true is gone and something we relied upon, physically, emotionally, or spiritually, can be 
taken away. It is hard to confront our limitations and sit with our incompleteness. Often, life hurts us so 
much that we find ourselves sitting in a pool of sadness, not sure what we are supposed to do. It is 
particularly hard when the signals we have inherited tell us that we need to be successful in what we do, 
and we have to avoid life’s unfairness. We can feel like a failure, wondering what precisely we did to 
deserve this fate, or ruminate about what we did not do correctly. But it’s really not about us. We are part 
of a bigger picture and a much more fascinating story! 
 If we cease doing battle with life’s incompleteness and see ourselves, as God does, on a journey 
toward wholeness and completeness we can better accept our disappointments and stand firm. The 
prophets told us, and Jesus reassured us: Be strong! Fear not! Sometimes we have to update our stories 
and replace them with newer, more accurate ones. When we make God’s story our own and tune our 
radar into His voice, what we hear is all about restoration, healing, and rejuvenation! This is true even 
when we think we have hit rock bottom and can go no further. There is always hope. Remember the 
words of Julian of Norwich: God made us, God loves us, and God keeps us. Now, listen to God when He 
says, “be opened!” Be healed and allow your stories to change.

Last quarter, St. Mary’s earned 
$961.05 from Kroger. You can help 
raise this number by linking your 
existing Kroger Plus Card with St. 
Mary’s by visiting: kroger.com/i/
community/community-rewards

By joining the Amazon Smiles 
program, St. Mary’s will 

receive 0.5% of the profit from 
all your Amazon purchases! 

Sign up now at: 
smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/

homepage?orig=%2F

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
http://kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
http://kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
http://kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


RCIA � Starts: Tuesday, Aug 31th, Tuesday Nights 
� When: 7pm ² 8:30 pm (sometimes until 9pm)
� :KHUH��6W��0DU\·V�/ St Jude / Holy Spirit
� Who:  Adults in the following categories -

� The Curious, the Uncommitted, the Skeptical
� The Unbaptized and the Baptized from other Faiths
� Baptized Catholics who seek to receive 

First Eucharist And/or Confirmation
� Parishioners who want to help others learn the faith 

(and who want to update/upgrade their faith!)

� What: Get to know Jesus. Get to know his Church
� Get to know what the Catholic Church teaches and 

why
� Fall in Love with Jesus for the first time or deepen your 

relationship with Him.
� After that . .  the Heavens are the limit!

The Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults

No pressure,  no hard-sell, 
no commitment required to attend!

Have you asked someone to 
´&RPH�DQG�6HHµ�"

CONTACT: 

email: rcia@stmarysblacksburg.org
The Office: 540-552-1091

Leave contact information for: 

Deacon Rick Furman

Permanent Diaconate INQUIRY Sessions
Planned for the Fall.

Are you interested in becoming a permanent deacon?
What is the process for expressing interest?
What are the basic qualifications to enter formation?

If you believe you might have a calling to ordained service, contact Fr. Asare. He 
must submit your name and contact information to the Diocese by Sept 24. You are 
also advised to read the Catholic Virginian article of August 9.

Qualifications for formation include but are not limited to:
· A Roman Catholic for a minimum of 5 years
· A Registered parishioner within the Diocese of Richmond for 5 years at the time of 
application, and active in the parish community.
· Between the ages of 30 and 59 at the time of application
· Committed to and living out values of justice, charity, and service.
· Demonstrates grateful fidelity to all that the Church teaches, openness to formation 
and has demonstrated leadership.


