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This Week’s Announcements

FOOD FOR THE POOR VISITING PRIEST 
Gather with us on October 2nd & 3rd to hear Father Joe Monahan speak about a ministry providing 
direct relief to the poor throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. Father Monahan will share 
personal witness about Food For The Poor’s mission to care for the destitute as a means of living 
out the Gospel mandate to love one another.

BOY SCOUTS AT ST. MARY’S 
St. Mary’s Scout Troop 706 invites adults and youth 12 – 18 yrs. old interested in participating in the 
scouting experience.  The troop has a long history of scouting and needs new scouts and leaders to 
maintain our charter.  The current leadership is here to help with a transition to new leadership as our 
sons have reached Eagle rank and / or have aged out.  The troop is currently well funded and has 
plenty of gear.  Please contact John Keesee if you and / or your scout-aged youth are interested.  Email 
at j_m_keesee@yahoo.com or call / text 540-230-4832.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Parishioners are invited to visit the Blacksburg Christian Church on October 15th from 1pm to 6pm 
for a Red Cross Blood Drive. If you, or anyone you know would like to sign up for an appointment to 
give blood, you can do so by visiting: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=2670

LOURDE’S GIFT SHOP REOPENING 
Lourde’s gift shop is reopening and needs a full staff of volunteers! All that is needed is a few hours 
either one or two weekends per month. If you’re interested in contributing, please attend the first 
meeting of the Lourde’s Gift Shop staff on September 30, 2021 at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall. If you 
can’t make it to that meeting, contact Janice Steele at lourdesgs@stmarysblacksburg.org.

RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES ARE BEGINNING! 
This Sunday we celebrate Catechetical Sunday and the first day or all our Religious Ed classes!  It's 
still not too late to register your family and we'd love for you to join us! Elementary classes meet from 
10 - 11:15am and Middle and High School classes meet with lunch at 12:30pm, followed by classes 
from 1-2:30pm. 

We want to thank and bless our catechists who have offered to walk with our children and teens, 
sharing their faith and growing along with them in faith. 
Please help us in thanking and blessing them: Our Elementary Catechists: Anna Kambach, Marisol 
Ibanez Vaughn, Jessica Drumheller, Heather Wright, Taylor Keiper, Myra Blanco, Mark 
Golusky, Leight-Anne Krometis, Cara Bandera, Candice Ferrell, Megan Dickans, Mona Semtner, 
Anna Kamback and JC Freed. Our Middle and High School Catechists: Natalie McIntyre, Maggie 
Moran, Lily Remis, Xedrix Barbetto, Bobby Crndovich, Chris Roy, and Grant Bailey. 

Thank you!  And will you put reminders in the bulletin the week before and where the Confirmation 
Classes will meet.

YOUTH MINISTRY HAS BEGUN 
New River Valley Youth Ministry (NRVYM) at St. Mary's has begun. Text "NRVYM" to 84576 to 
receive youth ministry updates or connect at nrvym.flocknote.com. Email or call Austin Mee with 
questions: nrvym@richmonddiocese.org | 540.251.1754

🛍
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Latest Ministry and Group Updates

UPDATE ON OUR PRISON MINISTRY 
Once the COVID pandemic began in 2020, all prisons in Virginia were closed to outside visitors for obvious reasons. The 
status now is that all prisoners and staff in the prisons who requested vaccination have received the vaccine. The state 
prison system in Virginia has tentatively scheduled to open the prisons to chaplains this fall and then to those involved in 
prison ministry, depending upon the pandemic situation at that time. Meanwhile, I thank the parishioners who continue to 
place greeting cards of various types in the card box on the credenza in the narthex. I am able to send nearly 15 lb of 
cards at a time in a USPS prepaid box to either Paulist Prison Ministries in Washington, D.C. for priests visiting federal 
prisons in the U.S., or to GraceInside in Richmond, VA for chaplains to distribute in state prisons.

GLEAN TEAM IS COLLECTING EGG CARTONS 
Please consider donating your clean, used egg cartons to the Glean Team. The Glean Team is involved in an on-going 
project to distribute surplus eggs to people in the New River Valley who are experiencing food insecurity. There is a blue 
tub in front of the church for collection of egg cartons. Thank you for supporting this meaningful project.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY BEGINS 
Do you want to know God better? There’s two ways: 
(1) “Learn the heart of God in the words of God” (St Gregory the Great). So join the Women’s Bible Study! 
(2) Look at Jesus, because “Christ is the visible image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). 
The Women’s Bible Study of St Mary’s is focused on Jesus! Even when we study the Old Testament, as we are now in 
“The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation,” we’re discovering how Jesus is the fulfillment of every single verse! 
You’re invited to join on Wednesday mornings in-person and by Zoom, as we explore what God wants to say to YOU, 
NOW. For info or materials, contact Glenda Canfield at 937-654-2559. Join anytime. You’re always welcome!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PRESENTS VAN MUELLER 
Join us on September 29 at 7:00pm on Zoom for an informative online presentation by Van Mueller, one 
of the top speakers in the insurance and financial industry.  

Van Mueller is an author and dynamic speaker known for helping clients plan successful insurance and 
retirement strategies. He is a global speaker that has presented in all 50 states and every province in 
Canada, inspiring his audience to take control over their financial future. Van will ask a series of tough 
questions to help you think about how ready you are for whatever may come next, such as:  

• What is the easiest and safest way to make retirement money last longer? 
• What if you suddenly died – Wouldn’t you rather leave a loved one with your hard-earned money rather 
than the Internal Revenue Service? 

Register to join us at: sept29.abbatekofc.com

FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS AT INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 
Beginning September 2021, if you are a veteran or know of a veteran in need who lives in Montgomery 
County, food assistance is available at the Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry. Our address is 706 
Harding Avenue, Blacksburg, Va. The hours are Mondays & Tuesdays 4 - 5:30 p.m. and Wednesdays & 
Thursdays 10 - 11:30 a.m. No screening is required. Just present proof of service.

http://sept29.abbatekofc.com





 

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
MASKS ARE MANDATORY FOR THE UNVACCINATED, RECOMMENDED FOR ALL 
Face coverings must be worn by everyone unvaccinated, but they may be removed briefly to take communion. 
All persons gathering indoors are recommended to resume wearing a face mask, regardless of vaccination status. 

NO PHYSICAL WORSHIP AIDS 
Worship aids and Father John’s homily can be found online at stmarysblacksburg.org. 

STAY HOME IF YOU’RE ILL 
The Bishop has granted a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass those who are ill, have reason to believe that they were 
recently exposed to COVID-19 or another serious or contagious illness, are confined to their home, a hospital, or nursing facility, 
or those with serious underlying health conditions. 

EUCHARIST ONLY SERVED IN ONE SPECIES 
The Eucharist will only be served as the Body of Christ.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

Bishop Knestout encourages 
anyone aware of sexual abuse 
of minors on the part of 
clergy or staff of our diocese 
to notify civil authorities, call 
the At torney General ’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

HELP FOR VICTIMS 
OF ABUSE

“We have a Lord who is capable of crying 
with us, capable of walking with us in the 

most difficult moments of life.” 
— Pope Francis

Saturday, September 25 5:00 PM The Community of St. Mary’s

Sunday, September 26 8:30 AM Jack Snider ✞

Sunday, September 26 11:30 AM Barbara Shelton ✞

Tuesday, September 28 9:00 AM ——

Wednesday, September 29 9:00 AM ——

Thursday, September 30 9:00 AM ——

Friday, October 1 11:15 AM ——

Faith Direct is St. Mary’s online 
offertory program. Here’s how you can 
enroll: 
• Visit faith.direct/VA969 in any web 

browser 
• Call Faith Direct at 1-866-507-8757 
• Text “ENROLL” to (540) 274-2005 
• Visit St. Mary’s website click Faith 

Direct

Last Week’s Collection (9-19-21) 

Offertory 
Debt Reduction 

$4,230.18 
$1,155.00 

http://stmarysblcksburg.org
http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW


A MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL 

What are the little ones? They are the poor, the marginalized, the women and men at the well, the 
Zacchaeus’ looking for Jesus from a tree, those mired in sin, the blind who want to see, and the lame 
who want to walk. They are the lepers and the different ones who have been told that they are unclean, 
and the ones who suffer from abuse and grave injustices and oppression. They are children who want 
nothing more than to be loved and enjoy celebrating their innocence. These are all the little ones and 
they are all vulnerable. Life already brings them burdens, we don’t need to add to them. 

St. Oscar Romero said, “When the church hears the cry of the oppressed it cannot but denounce the 
social structures that give rise to and perpetuate the misery from which the cry arises.” Why are so many 
people still so gravely hurting? We have the resources and the means to make things better. We choose 
not to. There are still those things called greed, pride, lust, apathy, jealously, gluttony, and anger that 
prevent us from seeing each other and people to be loved and not objects to be used. Is this how God 
intended things to be? 

God loves what is good and upright. It doesn’t matter who did it or where it came from. In God’s eyes, 
the end result is always faith, hope, and love. Those will always unite a person with God. We fill our 
lives with many things that are not good either for ourselves or for others. All of us have to work to 
discover what it is, exactly, that leads to the world’s brokenness. There are people, systems, and 
ideologies in place that foster oppression and injustice rather than equity and fairness. Sadly, our 
complacency can be the greatest evil. Turning a blind eye, ignoring the truth, and believing that we are 
helpless to fix so great a problem, does little to move us closer to the kingdom of God. As members of 
the Body of Christ, we cannot condone anything that keeps people in misery. 

As it is said, charity begins at home. Perhaps a good place to start is with our own households and 
making sure their foundations are properly laid.

Last quarter, St. Mary’s earned 
$964.05 from Kroger. You can help 
raise this number by linking your 
existing Kroger Plus Card with St. 
Mary’s by visiting: kroger.com/i/
community/community-rewards

By joining the Amazon Smiles 
program, St. Mary’s will 

receive 0.5% of the profit from 
all your Amazon purchases! 

Sign up now at: 
smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/

homepage?orig=%2F
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