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Saint Mary’s 
CATHOLIC CHURCH of BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

Established 1938

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM 
Sunday: 11:30 AM 

Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM 

Wednesday: 9:00 AM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM 
Friday: 11:15 AM 

RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 PM 
Saturday: 3:30 PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

1205 Old Mill Road, Blacksburg, VA 24060 
(540) 552-1091

Saturday, October 16 5:00 PM The Community of St. Mary’s
Sunday, October 17 8:30 AM Helen Podgorski ✞
Sunday, October 17 11:30 AM Sheela Mary
Tuesday, October 19 9:00 AM ——
Wednesday, October 20 9:00 AM Livio Viggiano Fernandes ✞
Thursday, October 21 9:00 AM daily mass canceled
Friday, October 22 11:15 AM daily mass canceled

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
OF THE WORD 

Our virtual CLOW can be 
used in several ways to 
help your children learn 
more about the Gospel 
each week. We envision 
you either watching as a 
family after Mass or 
having your children view 
the Virtual CLOW during 
Mass online. View the 
C L O W p r e s e n t a t i o n 
online at: 
bit.ly/StMarysCLOW

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF 
ABUSE 

B i s h o p K n e s t o u t 
encourages anyone aware 
of sexual abuse of minors 
on the part of clergy or 
staff of our diocese to 
notify civil authorities, call 
the Attorney General’s 
Clergy abuse Hotline at 
1-833-454-9064, and reach 
out to the Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator at 
1-877-887-9603.

October 19, 2021 7:00pm Next RCIA Meeting
October 20, 2021 —— Father Leaves for Ghana
October 23/24, 2021 —— Baby Bottle Collection
October 24, 2021 TBD Youth Ministry Bonfire
November 1, 2021 12:00pm All Saint’s Day Mass

  

Offertory 
Debt Reduction 
Faith Direct 
Faith Direct Debt Reduction

WHAT’S COMING UP ON THE PARISH CALENDAR?

 JOIN THE ST. MARY’S 
BULLETIN SUSTAINERS!  

Printing weekly bulletins is not a cheap 
enterprise— and printing a bulletin 
without advertisements is innovative, but 
raises costs. 

You can help ensure paper bulletins 
continue to be printed by joining the St. 

Mary’s Bulletin Sustainers! 

Mark your envelope, check, or online 
donation with “bulletin sustainers” to 
sustain our bulletin printing and to see 
your name or dedication appear on the list 
below!

SPECIAL THANKS TO THIS 
MONTH’S  

ST. MARY’S BULLETIN 
SUSTAINERS!

$6,755.02 
$250.00 

N/A 
N/A

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION (10-10-21)

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
OCTOBER 17, 2021

© 2021 St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
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✞  Digital Bulletin 

✞  Worship Aid 

✞  Homily

✞  Parish Updates 

✞  Live Stream Mass

One Time Giving  ✞    

Regular Gifts  ✞
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To schedule a Mass Intention, contact the office at: 
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 

(540) 552-1091

http://bit.ly/StMarysCLOW


This Week’s Announcements Latest Ministry and Group Updates

UPDATE ON OUR PRISON MINISTRY 
Once the COVID pandemic began in 2020, all 
prisons in Virginia were closed to outside visitors 
for obvious reasons. The status now is that all 
prisoners and staff in the prisons who requested 
vaccination have received the vaccine. The state 
prison system in Virginia has tentatively 
scheduled to open the prisons to chaplains this 
fall and then to those involved in prison ministry, 
depending upon the pandemic situation at that 
time. Meanwhile, I thank the parishioners who 
continue to place greeting cards of various types 
in the card box on the credenza in the narthex. I 
am able to send nearly 15 lb of cards at a time in 
a USPS prepaid box to either Paulist Prison 
Ministries in Washington, D.C. for priests visiting 
federal prisons in the U.S., or to GraceInside in 
Richmond, VA for chaplains to distribute in state 
prisons.

🆕  YOUTH MINISTRY MEETING 
High School Youth Ministry meets this Wednesday 
7:30-9pm in the library. To receive youth ministry 
updates for middle school and high school events, 
t e x t " N RV Y M " t o 8 4 5 7 6 o r c o n n e c t 
a t n r v y m . f l o c k n o t e . c o m . E m a i l o r c a l l 
A u s t i n M e e w i t h 
quest ions: nrvym@richmonddiocese.org |
 540.251.1754

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN 
Please return your baby bottle by Oct 24, filled 
with your loose change or checks. The Annual 
Baby Bottle Campaign proceeds enable hope, 
counseling and medical services, education, and 
material support to be provided to those 
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy in your 
community. For more info on these or future 
SOL activities, contact Glenda and Bob Canfield 
at 540- 951-1298. 

FATHER JOHN OUT OF TOWN  
As Fr. John enjoys his month-long trip to Ghana beginning October 21st, we 
gratefully welcome Fr. Jay Biber, retired priest of Lexington, who celebrates Sunday 
masses through November 14th. Fr. Jay will also offer the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:30pm. Daily mass will be offered each Wednesday at 
9:00am, with livestream on Facebook, beginning October 27th. Thanks to Fr. David 
Sharland and Fr. Patricio Alcantara for graciously celebrating Wednesday daily mass 
while Fr. John is away.

🇬🇭✈
ALL SOULS DAY PHOTO TRIBUTE 
All Saints Day mass will be celebrated Monday, November 1st at 12:00 Noon.  Our 
annual All Souls’ Day photo tribute will be on display in the narthex Sunday, October 
31st.  If you experienced the loss of a loved one this past year and would like for St. 
Mary’s Community to help you  remember them in this special way, please submit a 
picture electronically with their name, their date of death, and their relation to you to 
liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org, or drop off the photo at the front office by Thursday, 
October 28th.

📖📸
BLACKSBURG REFUGEE PARTNERSHIP 
Following the collapse of the Republic of Afghanistan, refugee families are being 
resettled all over the world. In Blacksburg, we have the opportunity to welcome two 
families (and a third later on), all of whom greatly need our support. You can select 
items from this list to donate to help ease the resettlement of these families: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ea9a72ea1f5c52-brpfamily1 All of these items can 
be brought to St. Mary’s Main Office (contact: officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org or 
540-552-1091).

🇦🇫
RELIGIOUS ED REGISTRATION CONTINUES 
Registration Continues for Religious Education.  Forms are available in the classroom 
hallway.  We are a safe environment with all Elementary and Middle and High School 
students wearing masks. Our 1st Confirmation Class will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 
13th at 7pm at St. Mary's.  Please contact Sue Ellerbrock if you have any questions.  

🆕  CCF DONATION INFORMATION 
If you have an IRA and you’re 72 years of age or 
older, you’re in luck, because you can make a gift 
right now to our parish through an IRA Qualified 
Charitable Distribution. It helps you by lowering 
your taxable income and it helps us by supporting 
the life of our parish. Giving through your IRA is 
EASY! To learn how you can make an impact 
through your IRA right now, contact your 
financial advisor or Maggie Keenan at the 
Catholic Community Foundation - 804-622-5221 
or mkeenan@richmonddiocese.org. 
IMPORTANT: Please make your gift as soon as 
possible so you can ensure it is received by 
December 31st, 2021!

🆕  PAPER BULLETIN RETURNS! 
After a long hiatus, the St. Mary’s Bulletin has returned to a physical format! Although 
the bulletin is still available online, you can once again pick up your copy of the St. 
Mary’s Bulletin in the Narthex. Consider becoming a St. Mary’s Bulletin Sustainer to 
ensure the bulletin remains in print— details are on the back of the bulletin!

📑

🆕  CHURCH LADIES SEEK NEW MEMBERS 
St. Mary's Church Ladies welcomes you. We 
provide fellowship and friendship to all ladies of 
St. Mary's. Faith based service projects and 
fundraising/social events to help our parish 
community. For more information, please 
contact:  Lisa Sburlati:  lsburlati@aol.com 
5 4 0 - 6 4 1 - 4 1 4 1  o r Te r e s a B o l g e r :  
teresabolger60@gmail.com.

🆕  KoC BENEFITS NIGHT UPCOMING 
The Knights of Columbus, Father Edward Fox 
Council 6747 invites you to participate in the 
upcoming Benefits Night: What is Catholic 
Investing? How to blend your Faith and 
Investments. Presented by: Tony Minopoli, 
President and Chief Investment Officer: Knights 
of Columbus Asset Advisors. Tuesday, October 
19, 2021, 7:00 pm.  This seminar is open to all in 
the community but limited to first 1000. RSVP: 
https://oct19.abbatekofc.com 

🆕  REUNION IN SONG 
The Blacksburg Master Chorale presents their first live concert since 2019! The 
program is a celebration of the return to singing together and will feature a memorial 
for those lost during the ongoing pandemic, African songs of joy, and Appalachian-
inspired favorites. Please visit the BMC website at blacksburgmasterchorale.org for 
tickets and viewing options.

🎶
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