
St. Mary’s 
C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  E S T.  1 9 3 8  

OUR LOCATION 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church  
1205 Old Mill Road 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 

540-552-1091  

officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 9:00am -3:00pm 

www.stmarysblacksburg.org 

www.facebook.com/stmarysblacksburg 

Clergy 
Rev. John Asare, Pastor 
jasare@richmonddiocese.org 

Deacon Mike Ellerbrock 
mebrock@vt.edu 

Deacon Rick Furman 
deaconrick@stmarysblackburg.org 

 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Mrs. Beth Shaver 
liturgy@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 
Director of Forma on 
Mrs. Sue Ellerbrock 
forma on@stmarysblacksburg.org 

STAFF CONTACTS 

FEBRUARY 18, 2024  

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday: 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:30 AM* & 11:30 AM 
Monday: No Daily Mass 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM 
Wednesday: 9:00 AM* 
Thursday: 6:30 AM 
Friday: 11:15 AM* 
*Livestreamed 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 12:00 -1:00 PM 
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:15 PM 

Administra ve Assistant 
Mrs. Teri  Wysocki 
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 
Business Manager 
Mr. Ma hew Wheeler 
businessmanager@stmarysblacksburg.org 
 
Youth Minister 
Mr. Aus n Mee 
nrvym@richmonddiocese.org 
 
Bookkeeper 
Mrs. Becky Melsner 
bookkeeper@stmaryblacksburg.org 
 
RCIA 
Deacon Rick Furman 
rcia@stmarysblacksburg.org 



FEBRUARY 18, 2024                                                  FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  

 
Saturday, Feb 17 5:00 pm          Walter & Carolyn Sandberg and Family 
                Eva Gwazdauskas †  
Sunday, Feb 18  8:30 am          The Community of St. Mary's   
                11:30 am         Lou Cotroneo †  
Tuesday, Feb 20              9:00 am           No Daily Mass 
Wednesday, Feb 21        9:00 am           Fred, Lori, and Peyton Wuori  
Thursday, Feb 22 6:30 am           Sandor Dembitz †  
Friday, Feb 23               11:15 am         Marie Moran †  

Upcoming Events 
Online: stmarysblacksburg.org/calendar-1 

 
Feb 17 & 18 - Annual Appeal In-Pew Collec on  
Feb 17 & 18- K of C - 40 Cans for 40 Days of Lent  
Feb 17-23 - To Our House Meal Prepara on 
Feb 19 - Parish Office Closed - Presidents’ Day 
Feb 20—NO Daily Mass 
Feb 20 - Lenten Rosary, 6:30pm 
Feb 23 - Lenten Friday Soup Supper, 6pm 
Feb 23 - Sta ons of the Cross, 7pm 
Mar 13 - NRV Reconcilia on Service, 7pm - St. Jude 

Weekly Offering 
Feb 11 

Regular Collec on 
       Offertory                      $3,556.00 
       Debt Reduc on     $305.00 
eGiving 
       Offertory                 $1,735.00 
       Debt Reduc on               $90.00 
 

Mass A endance: 733        52         
YTD Average A endance: 702  

Thank you for all your con nued 
generosity and support! 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to Give Central! 
Please register at 

www.givecentral.org/
loca on/1348  

or use the QR code to give. 

 
Mass Inten ons at St. Mary’s 
Would you like to offer Mass for a special 
inten on, thanksgiving, healing, or  for a 
beloved departed? Our Mass inten on 
schedule has plenty of opportunity to do 
so. For more informa on or to offer a Mass, 
contact the Church office at 540-552-1091. 
Suggested dona on is $10 per person. 

 

 
 
Rosemary Anderson 
Ryan Barbeau 
Joyce Bolger 
Alex Brisendine 
Jill Burley 
Nelson Carey 
Carmyn Collins 
Maryann Enos 
Renee Gambon 
Elijah Garba ni 
Bri any Heath 
 

Butch Kelly 
Kendra Kohl 
Kyle Kuzemchak 
Ariyah Jarome 
James Laignel 
Darla Linkous 
Teresa Maher 
Mar ns Family 
Annie Mar n 
Becky Meisner 
 

 
 
Solei Mueller 
Stephen Orr 
Sam Orth 
Therese Petersen 
Ted Ricks 
Walter Sandberg 
Paul Sorren no 
West Vaughn 
Doug Whichard 
Lore a Zamer 

Families may submit prayer requests to  
officestaff@stmarysblacksburg.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 

· The deadlines for upcoming trips are fast approaching. See the Youth 
Ministry bulle n board in the Narthex or email Aus n for more info.  
Sunday, February 18 is the deadline for the VA March for Life trip,  
February 29 is the early bird deadline for Work Camp. 
· NRV High School Youth Group will be at St. Mary's this Wednesday, 
February 21 from 7:30-9pm. Join us and bring a friend! 
· NRV Middle School Meetup is this Friday, February 23, 7-8:30pm 
at St. Mary's. Don't miss out on crazy games, tasty treats, and growing 
deeper in rela onship with God and one another! Bring a friend! 
·      To keep up with middle school and high school youth ministry events 
throughout the year, subscribe to our Flocknote listserv directly at 
nrvym.flocknote.com or email Aus n at nrvym@richmonddiocese.org. 

RECYCYLE PLASTIC BAGS FOR BENCHES AT ST. MARY’S  
 

 We accomplished our 2000 lbs. goal for 2023! With  
everyone’s help, we collected 2023 lbs of plas c and were 
able to get two benches. Thank you for all the plas c.  
Next year’s goal is 2024 lbs. 
 

 

2024 Total: 207.6 lbs.                            
2024 Goal: 2024 lbs. 

Aus n Mee 
nrvym@richmonddiocese.org 

540-251-1754  

Parish Registra on 
Are you new to St. Mary’s?  

Welcome! Please register at  
stmarysblacksburg.org/parish-forms. 

The Lourdes Gi  Shop 
will be open a er the 
following Masses in 
February & March:  

  

Feb 18 - 11:30am 
Feb 24 - 5:00pm 
Feb 25 - 8:30 & 11:30am 
Mar 3 - 11:30am 
Mar 9 - 5:00pm 
Mar 10 - 8:30 & 11:30am 
Mar 17 - 11:30am 
Mar 23 - 5:00pm 
Mar 24 - 8:30 & 11:30am 

LENTEN ROSARY 
Please join us for a Lenten Rosary,  
Tuesday, February 20 at 6:30pm 

March 
for Life 

QR Code 

Work 
Camp  

QR Code 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND  UPCOMING EVENTS 

RCIA 
 

Next Session 
February 20, 2024 

 

Topic 
Faith vs. Reason 

Religion vs. Science? 
 

Speakers 
John Morris 

 

rcia@stmarysblackburg.org  
See schedule at: stmarysblacksburg.org/rcia  

 ST. MARY'S MINISTRY CORNER 
This week: KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

2024 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL (ST. MARY’S TARGET: $33,100) 
Sharing His Love with Others— February 17 & 18 
 

This weekend we are conduc ng the 2024 Annual Diocesan Appeal – Sharing His Love with 
Others. The Appeal not only provides an opportunity for you to support important ministries 
that impact many programs outside of our parish boundaries, it also supports the services 
the Diocese provides directly to our parish such as Fuel and Hunger Fund grants and youth 
and young adult ministry. The en re list of ministries supported by the 2024 Appeal can be 
found in the brochures located throughout the pews.  
 

In addi on, our parish receives back a por on of the funds collected.  Please refer to the  
brochure to see the real difference of what the Appeal is doing and the impact it’s making in 
the lives of others. Hopefully,  every household in our parish is able to contribute to this year’s effort.   
 

Our por on of the overall goal here at St. Mary’s  is $33,100.  Every gi , no ma er the amount, makes a difference.   
The collec ve spirit we bring to this effort today will be a major step to our success with this year’s Appeal. Keep in mind: the more we 
collect, the more we receive back through the parish sharing formula of the Appeal.  
 
VIRGINIA PRO-LIFE DAY, FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH FOR LIFE SCHEDULE 
Part 1: Advocacy Morning 
7:30 am – Doors Open for Check In for Advocacy Morning at the Greater Richmond Conven on Center  
8:40 am – Advocacy Morning Opening Prayer and Logis cal Guidance (Gathered as District Teams) 
9:05 am – Depart for General Assembly Building for Morning of Advocacy as District Teams 
Part 2: March for Life 
11:00 am – Virginia March for Life Rally 
12:00 pm – Virginia March for Life 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT  
St. Mary's will host our 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, March 24 at 1pm for all kids aged 1 - high school seniors. Please 
bring in dona ons of plas c Easter eggs and/or wrapped candy to help make this event eggstra special!  A basket for dona ons can be 
found in the Narthex.  

Lenten Friday Meals  
 

Please join us on Friday evenings in Lent for a  
meatless meal of soup, salad and bread. You are invited to 

bring soup or salad to share, but it is not necessary.  
We will begin ea ng at 6:00pm.  

Sta ons of the Cross  
Blessed Sacrament Adora on  

 

Join in Adora on of the Blessed Sacrament  
and Sta ons of the Cross  

star ng at 7pm on all Fridays in Lent. 

 

 

LENTEN COLLECTION - NEWBORN BABY BAGS       
 

Led by our Religious Ed program, we are collec ng baby items to make Newborn 
Baby Bags.  These bags will be distributed by Commonwealth Catholic Chari es. 
CCC is excited to serve new mothers in need in the NRV areas by distribu ng baby 
bags to hospital newborn nurseries and NICU’s to help them welcome their li le 
ones to the world. Please place dona ons in the baby playpen in the Narthex. 

· Newborn diapers 
· Baby Wipes 
· Baby Blanket 
· Sleeper (0-3 months) 

40 Cans or $40 for 40 Days of Lent  
The Knights of Columbus have kicked-off their 
annual food collec on event in the Narthex. 
Food and money collected will benefit the  
St. Mary’s Caring Closet. Please consider this  
opportunity for part of your Lenten Almsgiving.  

 
Collected as of February 11: 10 lbs  



THIS SPACE IS

PATRICK 
K. Moore, PC

Attorney at Law 

1100 South Main St.

953-1100
Real Estate Closings 

Wills & Powers of Attorney
Catholic-specific Living Wills

 (Member of St. Jude Parish)

Medical Associates ofMedical Associates of
 Southwest Virginia Southwest Virginia

Gregory C. Beato, D.O. , Parishioner

Maggie C. Belton, DO • Carol N. Ballard, RN, FNP, CDE 
 Nicole L. Crowder, FNP, CDE • Jordan B McCoy, FNP

Now accepting new patientsNow accepting new patients 
 810 Hospital Dr. • Blacksburg, VA 24060

(540) 951-3311 | medicalassociatesswva.com

   For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1119

Fine Wine & Beer
sales@vintagecellar.com

1338 South Main St • Blacksburg, VA
540-953-2675

Virginia

CatholicMatch.com/VA

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support  

Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sandra Tomczak

stomczak@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2402

“RUA’H KIBRIYA…AMEN”
“WITH EVERY BREATH

I BREATHE

THE GLORY OF GOD…

SO BE IT”


