


ST. MARY CATHEDRAL LANSING, MICHIGAN 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 
Due to the Holiday this week, the offices will be closed 
on Monday, July 3 and Tuesday, July 4. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
 
Friday of this week, July 7, is First Friday.  We will be 
bringing Holy Communion to those who are ill or shut in.  
Please call the office at 484-5331 by 11:00am on 
Thursday if you or a family member would like a visit.   
 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place after 
the Noon Mass on Friday, July 7.   Benediction will take 
place at 3:00pm. 

PICNIC TIME IS COMING! 
 
Our St. Mary Cathedral Parish 
Picnic will be here soon.  Mark 
your calendars for Sunday, Au-
gust 20, 2017 from 4pm until 8pm 
at Grand Woods Park.  Hotdogs, 
burgers, drinks and table service 
will be provided.  Please bring your favorite dish to 
pass.  A raffle will take place (no charge).  Everyone 
receives a raffle ticket upon arrival. 
 
We need donations for prizes.  Homemade items, 
bought items, restaurant or gas gift cards– your 
choice!  PLEASE NO WHITE ELEPHANTS!  You 
may drop off donations at the Parish office or after 
Masses in the Sacristy.  We will pick them up. 
 
We had a marvelous variety (and many) at last 
year’s event.  Let’s see if we can ALL get involved 
for this great day!  Questions?  Call Jan & Mike 
Maurer at 886-6328 or Terri & Mike Hecksel at 482-
3196 



Special report from the Diocese of Lansing

The Diocese of Lansing has policies and 
procedures in place to make sure that parish 
funds are handled properly. Stewardship for the 
salvation of souls requires accountability and 
transparency in diocesan and parish financial 
management. This report is intended to inform 
parishioners about the systems and procedures 
in place to protect the funds generously donated 
to support the work of the Church. 

What is the financial oversight practiced by 
the diocese for parish funds? 

The bishop has the responsibility to appoint 
pastors, but the diocese does not manage each 
parish. The pastor, as the administrator of the 
parish, and with advice and consultation of his 
finance council, is responsible for managing 
parish funds. According to canon (Church) law, all 
administrators are bound to fulfill their function 
with the diligence of a good householder. (Can. 

1284 §1) Canon law also requires parishes to submit 
annual financial reports to the bishop. 

In 2013-14, the diocesan finance office began 
taking steps to define and develop an internal 
audit function, expanding its scope over the past 
few years. The diocese now employs a director of 
audit and accounting, as well as a full-time parish 
auditor. While, in the past, an internal audit was 
performed only when a pastor change occurred, 
the diocesan finance office has now performed 
internal audit procedures at each of its parishes in 
the past five years. 

These procedures are designed to test and ensure 
that each parish has adequate internal controls 
necessary to safeguard both the people who 
handle money as well as donor intent. Some points 
of internal control review include, but are not 
limited to, managing collections, dual safeguarding 
of cash, the use of drop/depository safes and 
tamper-proof bank bags, as well as segregation 
of staff duties. The goal has been to promote 
an environment that reduces and/or removes 
temptation, provides protection for both staff and 

volunteers who handle money, and safeguards 
donations and other payments to the parish, all 
while preventing and detecting possible financial 
misconduct.

At times, the diocesan finance office may uncover 
a possible improper use of parish funds. If that 
occurs, outside auditors may be employed to 
conduct a forensic audit. A forensic audit is a 
deeper look – a more intense and extensive review 
of financial transactions over a longer period of 
time. When concerns appear to be confirmed, as 
required by law, the diocese then reports these 
matters to civil authorities.

What is the role of the parish finance council?

The parish finance council, as required by canon 
law, is advisory and consultative in nature. The 
members should review the parish budget and 
receive regular financial statements. Additionally, 
for large expenditures, diocesan policy requires 
approval from the parish finance council. 
Plans for large expenditures then go to the 
diocesan finance council for consideration and 
recommendation to the bishop. 

Diocesan internal audit reports are given to the 
pastor and parish business staff, and are to be 
shared with the parish finance council. 

What are the systems in place to help pastors 
and parishes improve financial processes?

Over the past four years, parishes in the diocese 
have been migrating to a common payroll system, 
as well as a common accounting platform. 
Roughly 90 percent of Diocese of Lansing 
parishes now use the same payroll system, 
and two-thirds are using the same accounting 
platform. The remaining parishes will convert 
in the near future. Not only do these systems 
create efficiencies and provide for higher levels of 
support from internal staff, they also allow greater 
oversight and accountability. In addition to these 
systems, an internal audit subcommittee of the 
diocesan finance council was established to review 
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the findings of the parish internal audit reports and monitor 
progress being made to improve processes. This group 
provides a degree of independence, and helps propose 
solutions and standards.

The diocesan finance office provides regular training 
opportunities, as well as a monthly newsletter, to highlight 
areas of risk and communicate financial best practices. 
New priests are provided an orientation, and new pastors 
go through a training program each year. Multiple trainings 
are offered for parish business staff each year, and parish 
finance council chairs are invited to meet with the bishop 
every other year. Each prospective employee is required 
to have a criminal background check prior to hiring, and a 
financial misconduct hotline is now available for concerns to 
be expressed anonymously via phone or email.

Does the Diocese of Lansing have insurance to protect 
parishes in cases of embezzlement?

Yes. There is insurance that covers loss of funds due to 
crimes such as theft and embezzlement. If it is necessary 
and a loss can be proven, parishes may be able to recover 
much, if not all, of the lost funds.

How are clergy paid?

Contrary to what many people may understand, diocesan 
priests do not take a vow of poverty. Religious order 
priests often do. Diocesan priests earn a salary from the 
parish. They can own personal property. Diocesan priests 
cannot have side businesses without the approval of the 
bishop. The average annual base pay for priests in the 
Diocese of Lansing is around $35,000 to $40,000. There 
is a remuneration schedule that outlines salary, benefits, 
taxes, and expenses that can be reimbursed, as well as 
a reference guide for parish business staff and finance 
council members. Priests are also provided reasonable 
room and board, usually in a rectory, according to IRS and 
diocesan guidelines.  

What is the status of a priest accused of a crime? Does 
the diocese pay the attorney fees for a priest who is 
accused of a civil crime?

Neither the diocese nor the parish will pay for attorney 
fees for priests charged with embezzlement. The bishop 
typically decides the status of a priest who is under 
investigation, or has been accused of a crime. Priests who 

are accused of crimes are generally suspended from their 
pastoral duties with pay during the investigation. Bishops 
may take more extraordinary measures when appropriate, 
depending on what is discovered during the investigation.

How are funds for Witness to Hope being handled? 

Witness to Hope is an initiative of the Catholic Foundation 
of the Diocese of Lansing. The diocesan finance office 
provides accounting and oversight services to the Catholic 
Foundation. Thus, the internal controls and accounting 
standards followed by the diocesan finance office are in 
place with respect to the handling of Witness to Hope 
gifts and pledges. For the past several years, the diocese 
has posted audited financial statements to our diocesan 
website. The Catholic Foundation, newly created in 2016, 
will also undergo an audit which will include all receipts 
and disbursements related to Witness to Hope. This audit, 
too, will be publicly available. In addition, per campaign 
guidelines, an accountability oversight committee of 
local financial experts and Church leaders will review this 
financial reporting, especially as it pertains to receipts and 
disbursements of monies raised by Witness to Hope.

In terms of daily/weekly processing, pledge cards received 
at the parish are to remain sealed and stored in a secure 
place until the Witness to Hope parish campaign director 
visits the parish. Each director will visit each parish at least 
weekly to collect any pledges received. During these visits, 
the director and one member of the parish staff (assigned 
by the pastor) will open the pledges, prepare a report of 
these contents and then place all of these materials in a 
tamper-proof bank bag. Together, they will sign and date 
the sealed bag’s exterior; and the director will transport the 
sealed money bag to the campaign office for processing.

What should a parishioner or finance council member 
do if they suspect parish funds are not being handled 
properly?

If you suspect illegal activity of any clergy or church worker:
Call the police.

If you are suspicious about a financial matter involving any 
clergy or church worker/volunteer: Call the Diocese of 
Lansing Financial Misconduct Hotline: 1-844-446-0009 
or go to www.lighthouse-services.com/dioceseoflansing. 
This anonymous hotline service is available to report any 
suspected misconduct by clergy or church employees, 
particularly related to concerns about financial misconduct. 

Parish financial procedures – How are parish funds handled?



13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME July 2, 2017 

Monday, July 3 
 12:05 +Helen Siwek by Jennie Mahoney 
Tuesday, July 4   Independence Day 
 9:00 +Maxine Eyestone 
Wednesday, July 5 
 8:00 +Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa by Msgr. Reilly 
 12:05 Mary Kaiser by Libiran Family 
Thursday, July 6 
 8:00 +Paul Bossert by David Boechler 
 12:05 Cecilia Tombelli & The New Life Center 
Friday, July 7 
 12:05 +John Nelson by Sue Campbell 
Saturday, July 8 
 8:00 +Norm & Harriet Haskin by Children 
 4:00 +Stephen J. Griffin by St. Mary Class of ‘63 
Sunday, July 9 
 8:30 People of the Parish  
 11:00 Kathy Franklin by Greta Oostmeyer 

RUMMAGE SALE COMING IN AUGUST! 
 
Your participation is needed.  A one-day rummage sale 
will be held in the hall in late summer.   Call Linda T. at 
517-775-7254 if you would like to help or for more infor-
mation. 

SUMMER TIME!!! 
 
Just because summer is here and vacations are being 
planned does not mean that the church is on vacation 
too.  Don’t forget to continue to make your financial con-
tributions, as our bills never take a break for the summer! 

RemembranceRemembranceRemembranceRemembrance    

    

Remember your 
loved ones with a 
Sanctuary Candle. 

$10.00 

OUR WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Weekend of 6/25 

Envelopes $5,319.32 

E-Giving $682.00 

Non Envelopes $1,283.51 

Candle $46.23 

Youth $4.09 

Total $7,335.15 

Capital  
Improvements $170.20 

SUMMER SCRIPTURE DAYS– August 15-17, 2017 
 
The theme for Summer Scripture Days is “Live to Inspire 
as We Attempt to Gather the Lost Sheep”.  This theme is 
in response to Bishop Boyea’s pastoral letter which gives 
us all a mission to pass our faith on to others.  Register 
by calling the St. Francis Retreat Center at 517-669-8321 
or by visiting the website at www.stfrancis.ws.  

July 9, 2017 
+14th Sunday in Ordinary Time+ 

Zechariah 9: 9-10 

Romans 8: 9, 11-13 

Matthew 11: 25-30 

CALLED & GIFTED 
 
St. Gerard parish and the Catholic Community of St. 
Jude are jointly sponsoring a Called & Gifted Workshop 
on Friday, Aug 18 from 5-9 PM and Saturday Aug 19 
from 9 AM to 4 PM.  This workshop is the first step in 
discerning your charisms and using them fruitfully.  All 
Catholics are invited to participate, especially those in 
parish leadership, those who teach in religious formation, 
Adult faith formation, RCIA, anyone facing life changes 
and wondering where God is calling them.  For more in-
formation and to register see the website stjud-
edewitt.com   Cost is $40 per person, all meals includ-
ed.  Financial assistance available if needed.  The work-
shop takes place at St. Gerard Parish Hall, 4437 W. Wil-
low, Lansing 48917.  

JULY RETREAT– ST. FRANCIS RETREAT CENTER 
 
A new retreat "Mary: Blessed Are You Among Women" 
will be given Tuesday, July 25 from 9:00am-3:30pm at 
St. Francis Retreat Center by Tony Sperendi. Mary is 
truly THE Wonder Woman created by God with super-
powers of grace and humility! We will unpack the Scrip-
tures and her apparition at Fatima to understand the 
great role she plays in our lives and how much she loves 
us! All are welcome. Cost is $65 or $55 for seniors 60 
and over and includes breakfast snacks, lunch, Mass and 
materials. Bring your Bible.   

POTLUCK REMINDER 
 
There will be no potluck this Wednesday, July 5.  
Potlucks will resume the following week (July 12) and 
continue until mid-November.  If you haven’t been before 
or it’s been awhile since you’ve attended, we hope to see 
you soon.  Potlucks are on Wednesday nights at 6pm in 
the parish hall.  Bring a dish to pass and $2 for the main 
dish, prepared by one of our cook teams. 



Grand Pointe
Marina

7086 Creyts Road
646-6733

DeLUCA’S
RESTAURANT

Home of Lansing’s
Finest Pizza...

• COCKTAILS     • IMPORTED WINES
• INGREDIENTS FRESH DAILY

Mon. - Thurs. 11 am - 10 pm • Fri. & Sat. 11 am - 10:30 pm

 2006 W WILLOW                 487-6087

MARK M. JOHNSTON, DDS
Parishioner

1850 W Mt. Hope - Suite 1
482-4623

New Patients Always Welcome
www.mmjdds.com

The ONE store for your perfect floor

1201 E. Saginaw St.

www.maloneycarpetonelansing.com
482-1455

Electrical Service

FDHayes.com

517-482-0608

Generac Standby Generators
“PowerPro Elite” Dealer

485-9466

428 N Cedar
(1 Block N of Lugnut’s Stadium)

IN BUSINESS FOR 46 YEARS
Come and see what we’re all about

LANSING
482-1651

Locally Owned
Lance Lynch - Parishioner

MID-MICHIGAN’S FINEST

HOLT/DELHI
694-2631

OF
LANSING

- Water Conditioning
- Water Coolers
- Bottled Water

Sales - Rentals - Service

3460 Dunckel Rd.

393-1900

better water.
pure and simple.™

Building & Structure Preservation
& Restoration Service

525 Filley • 517- 482-1625
BORNOR RESTORATION, INC

Commercial — Industrial — Historic

737 N. Grand • Lansing

820 Charlevoix Dr. • Grand Ledge

Lansing’s Professional Pharmacy

482-0882

622-4000
Tom Eifert - Parishioner

HEATING  COOLING
PLUMBING

484-9944

Same Day Service

www.theifert.com

GORSLINE RUNCIMAN
FUNERAL HOMES

GRFuneralHomes.com

DEWITT
517-669-6465 517-337-9745

EAST LANSING
517-482-1533

LANSING MASON
517-676-2447

WILLIAMSTON
517-655-2158

3888 South Canal Road

lanSing

INDUSTRIAL • MUNICIPAL • CHURCHES
parking lots, roads & repairs

hot mix asphalt available year around

award winning, michigan owned and operated

FULL SERVICE ASPHALT PAVING & MANUFACTURING FACILITY

www.SupeRioRaSphalt.Com SERVICE BEYOND THE SURFACE

	 3232	W	SAGINAW
	 321-2211

Kevin	C.	Schaible
Paul	Tate	-	Area	Manager

– St. Mary Monthly Memorial & Intentions –
Dick Masseau
Marie Bourque
Bill Bourque
Darren Kelly
Dummer Family
Salerno Family

William Rademacher Family
Robert Stump Family
Albert Debnar
Mildred Debnar
Marshall E. Davis
Michael Maurer Family

Alvarado Family
Jim Pecora
Reynolds Family
Haun Family
Lehman Family
Platte Family

Bruce Brennan Family
The Toffolo Family

SPORTS PUB & GRILL

DISPATCH

Indoor / Outdoor Patios 
Game Rooms • TVs • Sports

Make DISPATCH 
Your Party Place! 

484-7940 
3004 W Main St.

Best Friday Fish Fry!
Great Steaks
Subs & Pizzas

Allen R. & Susan M. Jensen
Owners

LANSING CHAPEL, 520 E Mt. Hope • 484-5349

DELTA CHAPEL, 6020 W Saginaw • 323-7890

HOLT DELHI CHAPEL, 5035 Holt Rd. • 517-268-1000

Tom Doyle Amanda Bevel

Estate Attorneys
WILLS - TRUSTS - PROBATE

DOYLE LAW PC

517-323-7366
4104 W. St. Joe Hwy.

Lansing, MI

Eaton Rapids Chapel
315 S. River St.

(517) 663-2211

Lansing Chapel
101 W. Jolly Rd.

(517) 882-9091www.SkinnerFuneralHomes.com

Dr. Edward Liu
General & Implant Dentistry

Ph: (517) 220-4489
1801 E. Saginaw • Ste. 2

Lansing, MI 48912
WWW.DREDWARDLIU.COM

Excellence At Every Turn... 
600 S. Grand Ave.
Lansing, MI 48933

517-822-5466
info@grandlimo.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520217
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13522699
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520313
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520999
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520114
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520299
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520899
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13520307
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13522599

