
1. Bishops’ Portrait in Nar-
thex—(main vestibule) - The por-
traits of the first four Bishops of 
Lansing can be seen here. 
 
2. Baptismal Area—The font, 
candle and pillar with small ambry 

atop at the entrance to 
the church form a trini-
ty reminding us that we 
are baptized into the 

triune God.  The baptistry, altar, 
and ambo are linked by their gran-
ite construction, designed by Rob-
ert Rambusch of New York. 
 
3. St. Anthony of Padua—The 

statue came from Holy 
Cross Church when the 
parish merged with St. 
Mary Cathedral in 2009. 
   

4. Ambry—(from the Latin word 
for armory). The holy oils of the 

church; the Oil of 
the Catechumens, 
the Sacred Chrism, 
and the Oil of the 

Infirm are kept in this special case. 
This ambry, designed by Ronald J. 
Lukas of Mason, was installed for 
the 1983 Chrism Mass. 
 
5. Life of Mary—is depicted in 

the five small stained glass 
windows complimenting 
the signature nativity win-
dow above.  

 
6. Blessed Mother Statue in 
Niche—The Carrara marble stat-

ue of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was pur-
chased by Fr. O’Rafferty 
in the mid 1920’s. 

  
7. Apse—The focus of the apse 
windows left and right of the altar 

is the Old Testament pre-
figurements of the Eucha-
rist. On the north side is 
the priest King of Salem 
(later Jerusalem), Melchiz-

edek offering bread and wine. On 
the south side is Abraham prepar-
ing to sacrifice his only son Isaac. 
 
8. Altar—This square granite altar 
emphasizes that the Eucharist is 

the same sacri-
fice as offered 
on Calvary. The 
Old Testament 
altars were also 

squares composed of twelve 
stones that represent the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 
 
9. Crucifix—In 1976, Ronald Lu-
kas designed the fourteen-foot 

wooden cross. The corpus 
was crafted in Germany 
and it was in St. Paul 
church in Owosso, Michi-
gan, from 1960 until its 

installation here in 1989. 
 
10. Organ—(turn to see) The 
Casavant organ dedicated to for-

mer organist, Da-
vid Ferland, was 
purchased in 1957 
and expanded in 

18. Tabernacle—(Latin for 
“tent”) This tabernacle installed in 

February 1987 is of tex-
tured bronze, created by 
Guild Hall Studios of 
Paramus, New Jersey, 
houses Emmanuel, “God 
with us.” 
   

19. Baldachino—The dome of 
the baldachino was made 
of hammered bronze by 
the Guild Hall Studios. 
 
 
 

20. Perpetual Candle—The can-
dle signifies the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Taber-
nacle. 
 
21. Apostle Candles—(around 
the church) The Lukas Studios 

designed the wall candles 
and granite wall crosses 
according to the church’s 
ancient custom. These were 

installed in 1978. 
 
22. Stations of the Cross—These 
stations were hand painted on 
copper in Czechoslovakia. They 

were installed in 1923, re-
moved in 1968, and re-
stored in 1986. The four-
teen traditional Stations of 

the Cross originated with St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. 
 
23. St. Joseph Statue —This Car-
rara marble statue matches the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus and Blessed 
Virgin Mary statues and was 
brought from Italy in 1974 or 
1975.  
  
24. Original Baptistry—(open by 
appointment) The stained glass 

windows depict 
from left to 
right, the bap-
tisms of Ethio-
pian Eunuch by 

St. Philip, Emperor Constantine 
by Pope Sylvester,  Jesus by John, 
St. Augustine by St. Ambrose, and 
Ethelbert of Kent by St. Augustine 
of Canterbury. 
 
25. Crypt and Museum—(open 
by appointment) In 1982, an exca-
vation project allowed for the cre-
ation of the crypt chapel and the 
cathedral museum which were 
blessed in January, 1983. 
 
26. Cornerstone—The corner-
stone located on the exterior 

northeast corner of the 
Cathedral was dedicat-
ed on July 4, 1911. 
 

27. Bells—(bell tower) In 1983 
the fourth bell was blessed by 

Bishop Povish and 
placed in the bell tow-
er. It bears the name 
of Alexander after 
Bishop Zaleski.  The 
names of the three 

other bells came from the original 
church and are believed to be 
named Mary, Joseph and Ann (the 
mother of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary).  

1968 when it was moved to the 
existing choir loft.  In 1996, its 
ranks were increased to fifty, and a 
new French style console was in-
stalled. 
 
11. Bishop’s Chair and Coat of 
Arms—Represents the See of the 
Diocese reserved for use by the 

Bishop who is to 
teach, sanctify, and 
govern.  The Coat of 
Arms (over the Bish-
op’s chair) is divided 
into halves. The left 
side is the shield of the 
Diocese of Lansing. 

The right side is the personal coat 
of arms of the Bishop of Lansing. 
  

12. Stained Glass Windows in 
the Nave—North side—Christ’s 

hidden life; the Annuncia-
tion, the Nativity, the 
Presentation, the Finding, 
and the Hidden Life at Naz-
areth.  South side—Christ’s 
Public Life; the Wedding 

Feast at Cana, the Woman Wash-
ing Jesus’ Feet, Jesus Presenting 
the Keys to the Kingdom, and 
The Last Supper. 
 
13. Ambo—[This term comes 

from the Greek word 
signifying an elevation 
or a mountain. Jesus 
preached his greatest 
“Sermon on the 
Mount.”] This granite 

ambo is the altar of the Word 

from which the Sacred Scriptures 
are proclaimed. 
 
14. Sacred Heart of Jesus Statue 
in Niche—The Carrara marble 

statue of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus was pur-
chased by Fr. O’Rafferty 
in the mid 1920’s. 
 

Inside the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel (15-20): 

15. Icon of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe—This mosaic of the miracu-

lous image of Our Lady 
was found on Juan Die-
go’s tilma in 1541. The 
icon was designed by the 
George Papastamatiou 

Studios in Toledo, Ohio.  It is 
made with gold leaf and 8,000 
marble tiles from Murano, Italy.  
 
16. Last Supper—This Italian 
Carrara marble carving from the 

o r i g i n a l 
1913 altar 
is based on 
Leonardo 

da Vinci’s painting of the Last 
Supper. 
  
17. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help—This mosaic was pur-

chased in Vatican City and 
installed in 1992.  Perpet-
ual Help devotions have 
been held since 1932. 
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