Church of St Joseph

149 Cottage Street, Middletown, N.Y. 10940 T (845) 343-60131T www.SJChurch.com

The Exaltation of
The Holy Cross
September 14, 2025

BAPTISMS

By appointment, after instruction.

Very Rev. Dennis A. Nikolig¢, V.F., Pastor
Rev. Kevin Panameino, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Simon Nwachukwu, Hospital Chaplain
Deacon Richard Trapani

Deacon Alexander Gapay

Deacon Edmund Lazzari

ST. JOSEPH’S CEMETERY
Parish Office: 845-343-6013

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious Education Office: 845-343-4415

SUNDAY MASS

Saturday evening: 5:30
Sunday morning: 7:00,9:00, 10:15 (Latin), 11:30
Sunday afternoon: 1:00 - en Espafiol

DAILY MASS

Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. — en Espanol
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION

Mass and Confession schedule announced ahead of time.

CONFESSIONS

Saturdays: 7:00 p.m.
Other occasions as announced.

Also, by appointment

PARENT BAPTISMAL INSTRUCTION
Meetings in the Parish Center
English: Third Saturday, 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Spanish: Fourth Saturday, 9:00-10:00 a.m.

MARRIAGES

For registered parishioners. Arrangements must
be made at least 6 months in advance.

PASTORAL VISITS
Communion for the home-bound and anointing of
the sick: please call the Rectory: 845-343-6013.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION (RCIA)
For adults interested in becoming Catholics and
for Catholics who need to receive Communion
and/or Confirmation: please call the Rectory:
845-343-6013.

DEVOTIONS

Perpetual Adoration: Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

PARISH SERVICES
Food Pantry: available to all in need
Parish Website: www.SJChurch.com
Parish E-Mail:  Parish@SJChurch.com
Youth Group: See schedule in the bulletin.




MEANING AND TIMING OF THE FEAST
THE EXALTATION OF OF THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
THE HOLY CROSS

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (also
4 called the Triumph of the Cross) is a Christian feast
celebrated on September 14 each year in both the
Catholic and Orthodox Churches, as well as some
Protestant traditions.

It commemorates and honors the Holy Cross, the
instrument of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, which Christians
believe became a symbol not of shame but of victory,
redemption, and eternal life.

Key Points about the Feast:

Historical Origin:

It dates to the 4th century, when St. Helena
(the mother of Emperor Constantine)
discovered the True Cross in Jerusalem around
326 AD. The Church of the Holy Sepulcher, built
on the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection,
MASS INTENTIONS was dedicated on September 13, 335, and the
next day the Cross was venerated publicly — this
for the Week of September 14 — September 21 became the root of the feast.
SAT: 5:30pm | Maureen Kerrigan

SUN: 7:00am | All Parishioners, Living & Deceased
9:00am | Theresa Faulls; Theresa Scalzo Unlike Good Friday, which focuses on the
LATIN: | 10:15am | — Special Intention — suffering and death of Christ on the cross, this
feast celebrates the cross as a symbol of victory
- — Christ conquering sin and death. It
1:00pm__| — por los difuntos — emphasizes glory, salvation, and the paradox that
8:00am | Helga Anna Nemeth through death came life.

8:00am Michael Laskowski
8:00am | Nirmala Norisetty

Meaning:

11:30am | Rosemary Jacarino

Liturgical Celebration:

7:00pm | — por los difuntos — o In the Catholic Church, it is a feast day
with special readings and prayers. The
Gospel often proclaimed is John 3:13—
17: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent
8:00am | Jonathan Ruggles in the desert, so must the Son of Man be
8:00am | Michael Laskowski lifted up...” .

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, it is one
of the Great Feasts of the liturgical year,
7:00am | Margaret Prendergast observed with strict fasting and solemn
9:00am | Betty Ogden liturgies. The Cross is venerated with

incense, prostrations, and hymns.

8:00am Petak, Schoenberger, Lippiello,
Mottola, Perry & Brennan Families

5:30pm | All Parishioners, Living & Deceased

10:15am | — Special Intention —
11:30am | Olga Rojas Spiritual Focus:
1:00pm | — por los difuntos —

Christians are called to remember that the
cross, once a sign of suffering and shame, has
+ PRAY FOR + been transformed into the sign of hope, victory,

. ] and God’s saving love.
Mildred Prytowski

In short: The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
is about lifting high the cross as the sign of Christ's
triumph over death and sin. Because of its history, it is
celebrated every September 14.




PERPETUAL ADORATION

“Who do you say that | AM?” That question from Jesus
to His disciples hung in the air. It had been a long week of
travelling from town to town. Crowds appeared
everywhere. The Lord taught, He healed the sick, He
endured the questioning of the Pharisees, who only
sought to trip Him up. Each of the disciples held questions
in his heart about Jesus and so were reluctant to answer.
They thought it best to answer what they had heard: John
the Baptist, Elijah, some other prophet. But Jesus
repeats the question leaving no wiggle room, “But who do
you say that | AM?” Peter is the only one to answer, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”

That same question is posed to us. What answer do
we have? “l say You were a great Teacher and founded
the Church.” “I believe You are Mercy and Love so it
doesn’t matter what | do. | will still get to heaven.” I
believe You are my Jack in the Box. Whenever | am sick
or in need of something | can pray and pray and You will
pop up with a good solution. Then | can put You away into
the box for the next time | need You.” “I believe that You
are the Son of the Living God and You died for me that |
might have a chance to go to heaven.”

Each of us has a different answer and each of us wants
to believe and trust Jesus in His Holy Word, His
Redemption of us, His forgiveness and His unfailing love
for us. To come to know Who Jesus is, we need to spend
time with Him, asking questions and listening to His
answers. This is best done in His Presence. The Blessed
Sacrament Chapel is open 24/7 so that you might come
and spend time with Jesus. Come when you are weary of
this world. Come when you need encouragement. Come
when you feel you are a stranger to Jesus. Come when
you are firmly in love with Him and want to glorify Him.

The Chapel is always open for you because of
dedicated Guardians who commit to being with Jesus one
specific hour of the week. We thank God for their
dedication and service to the rest of us. If you would like
to become a Guardian call Martin or Clarice Suchy at
845-692-4510.

HOURS OF URGENT NEED
Saturday: 6-7 a.m. Saturday: 5-6 p.m.

HOURS NEEDING ANOTHER GUARDIAN
11 a.m.- Noon: Saturday and Sunday

OCIA /RCIA: THE ORDER / RITE OF
CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adules

The Order or Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA or RCIA) is a process of spiritual conversion and
growth, over time, in one’s relationship with God and the
Catholic Church. It is a journey in which adults are fully
welcomed into the Catholic Church.

If you are interested in exploring a relationship with
Jesus, becoming Catholic; and being fully initiated into the
Catholic Church through the celebration of the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, we
welcome you! Call the Parish Office for more information
or to sign up for classes at 845-343-6013.

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on
Saturday, November 8 from 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. in the
gymnasium. Tables are available to rent for $35.00
each. For more information, please call the Parish Office
at 845-343-6013. Please leave your name and phone
number and someone will get back to you. Thank you.

Raffle tickets for our ‘RESTAURANT RAFFLE’,
valued at $500.00 will be available soon and the drawing
will be held the day of bazaar. Thank you for your
continued support.




PRAY FOR ORANGE COUNTY CLERGY

This week, please remember the following members
of the clergy in your prayers:

September 13: Il & suffering priests & deacons
September 14: His Emin. Timothy Cardinal Dolan

September 15: Rev. Sean Magnuson
Rev. Matthew Pawlikowski

September 16: Very Rev Mario Esposito, O.Carm.
Deacon Lucas Garcia

September 17: Rev. Yaroslav Kostyk
Rev. Gabriel Costa

September 18: Rev. Simon Nwachukwu
Deacon Frank Rose

September 19: Rev. Augustine Grapp, O.Carm.
Rev. Matthew MacDonald

September 20: Deceased priests & deacons
September 21: Most Rev. Gerardo Colacicco

Father, in your plan of salvation you provide
shepherds for your people. Fill your Church
with a spirit of courage and love. Raise up
worthy ministers to your altars, ardent but
gentle servants of the Gospel. To those clergy
who have already answered your call, grant

joy and perseverance in your service. Amen.

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court
Rosemary, ordinarily meet on the
second Wednesday of the month
in the Parish Center building at St.
Joseph's Church at 6:30 p.m. The
next meeting, however, will be this
Wednesday, September 18. All
are welcome.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

For those wishing to join the Knights of Columbus
John Paul the Great Council 486,
visit http.//www.kofc486.org/join

The Knights of Columbus’

meetings are held every second

Thursday of the month at 8:00 p.m.

The meetings are held in the Parish Center building at St.
Joseph's Church.

We held our first session of classes this past week. We
extend a warm welcome to our new students, our
returning students, and our many returning and new
Catechists.

We look forward to celebrating Catechetical Sunday
on Sunday, September 21, 2025.

For those who were unable to come to our recent
Open Registration, it is not too late to register for the
2025-2026 School year: you may call to make an
appointment to register your children. Registration is not
automatic and must be renewed each year. Please call us
for more information at 845-343-4415.

GARNET HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER

The hospital is currently without a Catholic chaplain.
If you or a loved one will be entering the hospital for a
procedure and would like the Sacrament of Anointing of
the Sick, please plan ahead to be anointed either at
church or at home before you enter the hospital. Call the
parish office at 845-343-6013.

SPANISH FOOD FESTIVAL

Our annual Spanish Food Festival was a great
success. Many attended and enjoyed the food and the
festivities. This tradition has been held annually at St.
Joseph’s for more than 50 years. All of the proceeds go
toward the needs of our Parish.

Om a very sad note for the festival this year, we
mourned the loss of Mrs. Dulce Ortiz, who, along with
her family were the founders and organizers of the festival
all these many years. Dulce had made many of the
arrangements for this years festival before she passed
away in June. May she rest in the peace of Christ.

Many thanks are extended to the Ortiz Family and
the many who worked hard this year to put together a
successful event.

The winners of the raffle were:
First Prize: Irais Perez

Second Prize: Michael Rothberg
Third Prize: Adriana Becella

(ticket# 0045)
(ticket# 0265)
(ticket# 1519)

CONGRATULATIONS / FELICIDADES !



http://www.kofc486.org/join

RALsTON-LIPPINCOTT-HASBROUCK-
INGRASSIA FUNERAL HoME, INC.

“FamiLy OWNED”
ANTHONY AND SHANON INGRASSIA Lic. DIRECTORS
72 West Main Street 845-343-6023
Middletown, NY 10940 www.ocfuneralhomes.com
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Retaining Walls * Mulch * Patios * Pavers

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

5% " WE DELIVER
SPECAIL: 2 Large Plain for $28
Just Mon.-Wed. 1 Large Pizza,
12 Wings & Soda $27.99
845-695-8700
670 Route 211 East, Middletown, NY
marospizzamiddletownny.com
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-

SERVICES
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AITIR
ALZE
845-242-1429 | Middletown, NY
info@salvapoolservices.com

e

Celelrating SERPE.NT] NI 75 Years

M J Hair Salon

CUTS * COLOR * WAXING * MANI/PEDI

JewsLRY & WATCH SERVICES EAR PIERCING * PERM * MAKEUP
M-W Children’s Haircut Special $15
(845) 3436262 * (845) 2347143

308 N. St. MippLETOWN, NY

44 West Main Street
Downtown Middletown

845-343-4434

BSlite Nails

Professional Nail Care & Waxing
*Eyelash Extensions*
Gift Certificaties Available
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
¥ 207 Dolson Ave., Middletown, NY
™ 845.343.7788

|

Taste
Beyond
Natural

. o 1
Q 39 West Main St.
NTH‘EN Middletown, NY

845-775-3075 * justjollofkitchen.com

VILLAGE

[

Det &

(ALL FOR DAILY
LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS
SFree Delivery
851 ROUTE 211 BAST
,'lﬂl]l]l_,ETU“'X. NY 10941
$45-692-7100
FAx: 845-6G92-7106

MALLORY’S
ARMY °®

Foundakion
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don't Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS|
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
K Message and data rates may apply.

Salvador Contento, Owner

Pool Construction: Installation & Repair e
Pool Cleaning: Inground & Above Ground Pool z=kh
Sale of Swimming Pools & Accessories

= O! I [ Q I L E A SE myself on exceptional customer service as well
as providing my clients with honest, accurate,
RFA] TORS® and timely information.”

' |SUSAN GIORDANO RE Salesperson

495 Schutt Rd. Ext. Middletown, NY  Professional with over 15 years
0. 845-344-2800 c. 845-728-9800
sue.giordano@aol.com

“I have sold hundreds of homes and pride

“Local (I live in Rock Hill)
Award Winning Real Estate

of Real Estate experience.” |

Check Me Out On Zillow!

-|- American Red Cross
Someone Teeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.
Join eoceay:

redcross.org/Volunteer

Holiday
Special

$25 Starts Agreement on Any Item in Store

130 Dolson Ave. Middletown, NY | 845-344-4200

Discount aj ppl fo 4mo iths Thanksgiving Christmas Newsletter.
ions apply only at this location.

RETHIT -
REBUILD <
RIQICE -

FREE

DOWNLOAD!

asc #FWHATS
MYNAME

in remembrance of ém@ﬂd&é%m

SAMI

STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORM

JOHN PATRICK

Attention Business Owners & Generous Parishioners!

Laura Hendrickson will be working on setting up the advertising sponsorships for our new bulletin. Please consider advertising
in our bulletin. Advertisements can be purchased for a business, family, or a sponsor ad can be purchased supporting
community service organizations. We need and appreciate your help.

If you are interested or would like more information, please call Laura directly at (845) 703-0680
Thank you in advance for your generous support, and please patronize our advertisers!

publishing company, inc

4003 Church of St. Joseph, Middletown, NY (I)

John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net



845-343-5117

ZJ Wilson CPA, P.C.

We take the burden of bookkeeping, and tax

doing what you enjoy: making your business
grow, earning money and becoming successful.
- Personal Income Taxes « Estate & Trust
« Corporate, Multi-state Planning/ Tax Prep
Tax Services + Reviews & Compensation
« Partnership Tax Prep Finandial Statements
« Accounting Services - Entity Selection

2 -

. p
- Tax Planning - Financial & Retirement
« Payroll Services Planning

845-342-1000

www.wilsoncpa.com | rw@wilsoncpa.com
Middletown, New York

Gl )i T

TRAVEL & TOURISM AGENT

£,

EXPERT COLLISION, PAINT AND
SCRATCH RESTORATION

Sandra Edmond
Independent Travel Agent

866.717.1621 | Middletown,
NY info@sandraelitetravel.com
www.sandraelitetravel.com

307 NY-211 W MIDDLETOWN NY 10940

845-800-2809
WWW.ChromeAutoCollisionLLC.com

)PPON:& FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED
E AND WE SHOW UP
CONSTRUCTION  ¢i7zEN DISCOUNT

5% SENIOR

S S

Repairs of Roofing, Siding, & Decks
Gutters, Windows, Doors

Mike: 973-219-1217 | Jose: 845-283-8234

BENEDICT MEMORIALS

Established 1855
Monuments - Markers « Mausoleums
Cemetery Lettering - Monument Cleaning

50 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY
www.benedictmemorials.com

compliance, so that you can focus your energies

845-381-5134 845-381-5136

-.ua—u-.../

«Pick Up

+Dineln i | 400NY-211
« Delivery Middletown
« Order Online NY 10940

_401/2 North St.
Middletown

= = 845'3437171
Actory

www.TheTacoFactory Co

www.applebee-

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
845-343-6309

130 HIGHLAND AVE.,MIDDLETOWN
Mary M. McPhillips
Owner/Funeral Director
Serving others as we would be served.

mcphillips.com

[{ 4 4
PLUMBING & HEATING
NEW HOMES « DRAIN CLEANING
BATHROOM REMODELING
‘WELL PUMPS BOILERS
LICENSED & INSURED
FOR ALLYOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
= MIDDLETOWN NY 845-386-2217
e b

We Deliver!

845-775-4373

24 HOUR TOWING
JOHN NEIGER, OWNER
NEIGET'S
=———SERVICE CENTER
AUTO BODY * REPAIR * SALES
(845) 343-3183

80 WISNER AVE - MIDDLETOWN
Serving 0
Rodkind, = .’845 -787-8087
& Sullivan
Counties

[ 13

W
d Dellvery & Movmg Co.
www.deliveredbybrian.com

Elizabeth Bruinix-

Parris, LCSW
845-800-7663

Your Personall

Your friends in

the auto body
business!
fo'g; 770 Rte 17M

C/'m%’//{/l/uf) »’/))mfmly (7 2y
Italian Pastry Shop
Bread « Rolls - Cookies « Cakes
Wedding Cakes
845-343-1321
28 East Main St.
Middletown, NY 10940

MIDDLETOWN
». WARWICK

046) 355-2560 _ (045) 086.6680

.|. American Red Cross
Someone Needs You!
VO LUNTEER and make a difference.

845-673-5052

Open 7 Days a Week
7am-6pm

690 NY-211
Middletown, NY

£0

AUTISMO

CAFE

St. Therese Classical Academy
Grade School =
Chesterton Acade
. | High School [ mj'
T e Wizt s b, good; -..@hnwﬁ-t
Register today!

www.stcacademy.org

4003 Church of St. Joseph, Middletown, NY (B)

SO
LOVE AT
FIRST SIGHT
3D/4D Imaging Studio
90 North St., Suite 207
Middletown, NY -
845.394.0095 il
T

690 Main Street f 11
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
A . A 84 8306 Treriin
Ty . | l 1

Middletown

Pharmac
149 Wickham Avenue
Middletown, NY

(845) 342-5566
FREE DELIVERY

80 Monhagen Ave

i1

FMK’.@; PLZZA g

845 342. 6506 wsamm

Middletown, NY Gift Certificates Available * Catering Available for All Your Events
845-343-3443 empirecollisiond@gmail.com | 470 Rt. 211 East * Suite 17 * Middletown, NY (Behind Walmart

STATE OF THEAR
CARINOVASCLLAR CARF
LOCALLY TO
HUDSON VALLEY

WWW. dosamlgosrestny com
540 Bloomingburg Rd., Middletown

Mon-Thu 11am to 11pm | Fri- Sun 11am to 12am

 Route 17K
WIIIII!II,

3 2 501

dine in * delivery ¢ takeout

Mon & Wed Special
Ige Cheese Pie

2 It Soda $2599

1 Ige Cheese Pie

12 Wings $22

2 It Soda

Md‘mﬂ “u..“"1
&y Y
g
.

U.l

Suite 217
imzssn

Hours: Mon-Sat 10a-10p « Sun 12p 9p

A to Z Homegfes ig

PROFESSIONALS

Decks « Masonry « Kitchens « Baths

25 Years in Business « Finan

23 E. Main St., Walden, NY - 845-778-2706

Roofing - Siding r’ﬂ"' 1
Seamless Gutters 4 L
Windows « Doors =

cing Avaialble

GETTING IT DONE

LANDSCAPING LLC Fe “J“”J T"“‘f,

&SNOW REMOVAL DQ Grill & Chill
KASIM ADAMS Restaurant
Landscaper 845-381-1118
(917) 600-90 11 JAMES P KELLY WAY
focusonme1027 m
J ny &

88 Dunning Rd. #11 We Buy Houses Asls

Middletown, NY 10940 Any Condition
845.344.0880 Contact Steve 914-440-0176

John Patrick Publishing Co., Inc. 1.800.333.3166 « www.jppc.net
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