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Upcoming Schedule 

 

 OLPH 
Mass 9:00 am 

ST. BONIFACE                       
Mass 5:00 pm 

Date May 16 May 23 May 15  May 22 

Lector Joe 
McNaughton 

Mandy  
Hall 

Jerry  
Nowak 

Mary Jo 
Leygraaf 

 

Mass Intentions OLPH St. Boniface 

May 15 / 16 ✞ Nannie Hays Poor Souls in 
Purgatory 

May 22 / 23 Poor Souls in 
Purgatory ✞ Libby Balenovich 

 

Our Gifts OLPH St. Boniface 
May 8 / 9 $210.00 $190.00 

 

Today will be a Second Collection for                                                             
Catholic Communications Campaign.  Please give generously. 

 

Date OLPH Saint Boniface 
May 15 /  16 

The Ascension of the 
Lord 

8:30 am ~ Confession 
9:00 am ~ Mass 5:00 pm ~ Mass 

Tuesday 5:30pm ~ Mass  
Thursday 5:30pm ~ Mass  

May 22 /  23 
Pentecost Sunday 

8:30 am ~ Confession 
9:00 am ~ Mass 5:00 pm ~ Mass 



2 
 
 

Happy B irthday 
Sherry Reed                                                                                          

May 15 

Isaac Pearson                                                                                                  
May 17 

Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord 

Reading I 
Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, 
I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 
until the day he was taken up, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
He presented himself alive to them 
by many proofs after he had suffered, 
appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
While meeting with them, 
he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for “the promise of the Father 
about which you have heard me speak; 
for John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

When they had gathered together they asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?1
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that the Father has established by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were looking on, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 
While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 
suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 
They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing there looking at the sky? 
This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 
will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.” 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9  

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for 
the Lord. 
 
All you peoples, clap your hands, 
    shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
    is the great king over all the earth. 
 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 
 
God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
    the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
    sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/47?2
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God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 
 
For king of all the earth is God; 
    sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, 
    God sits upon his holy throne. 
 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  a blare of trumpets 
for the Lord. 
 
 

Reading II 
Eph 1:17-23 

Brothers and sisters: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
resulting in knowledge of him. 
May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 
what are the riches of glory 
in his inheritance among the holy ones, 
and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 
for us who believe, 
in accord with the exercise of his great might, 
which he worked in Christ, 
raising him from the dead 
and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, 
far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, 
and every name that is named 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
And he put all things beneath his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/1?17
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which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

Alleluia 
Mt 28:19a, 20b 

Alleluia, a l leluia. 
 
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
 
Al leluia, a l leluia. 
 

Gospel 
Mk 16:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Go into the whole world 
and proclaim the gospel to every creature. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
These signs will accompany those who believe: 
in my name they will drive out demons, 
they will speak new languages. 
They will pick up serpents with their hands, 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. 
They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, 
was taken up into heaven 
and took his seat at the right hand of God. 
But they went forth and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/28?19
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/16
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Gospel Reflection 

In today’s first reading, St. Luke gives the surprising news that there is 
more of the story to be told. The story did not end with the empty tomb, 
or with Jesus’ appearances to the Apostles over the course of forty days. 
Jesus’ saving work will have a liturgical consummation. He is the great 
high priest, and he has still to ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to 
celebrate the feast in the true Holy of Holies. 

The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the Hebrews, where 
we read of the great high priest’s passing through the heavens, the sinless 
intercessor’s sacrifice on our behalf.  Indeed, his intercession will lead to 
the Holy Spirit’s descent in fire upon the Church. Luke spells out that 
promise in the first reading for the feast of the Ascension: “in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit”. Ascension is the preliminary 
feast that directs the Church’s attention forward to Pentecost. On that 
day, salvation will be complete; for salvation is not simply expiation for 
sins, but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is itself a 
necessary precondition of our adoption as God’s children. To live that 
divine life we must receive the Holy Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit we 
must be purified through baptism. 
 
The Responsorial Psalm presents the Ascension in terms familiar from the 
worship of the Jerusalem Temple in the days of King Solomon: “God 
mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord” . The 
priest-king takes his place at the head of the people, ruling over the 
nations, establishing peace. 

The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early Church, as 
today, Easter was the normal time for the baptism of adult converts. The 
sacrament was often called “illumination” or “enlightenment” because of 
the light that came with God’s saving grace. Saint Paul, in his letter to the 
Ephesians, speaks in terms of glory that leads to greater glories still, as 
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Ascension leads to Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts be 
enlightened,” he writes, as he looks to the divinization of the believers. 
Their “hope” is “his inheritance among the holy ones,” the saints who 
have been adopted into God’s family and now rule with him at the 
Father’s right hand.                                                     
 
This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to spread—to the 
whole world, to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem—at the first 
Ascension. It’s the good news we must spread today. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Pray to end Abortion, Russell Brooks, Cassie & Clifton Centers, Maere 
Tekanene, Bill Moses, Jerry Roberts, Donna Blevins, Norma Wilson, Dennis 
Parks & Family, Erica Davis, Chris & Amanda Decker, Marian Colette, Debbie 
Moses Haggins, Rose Grant, Sandy Hurts, Dominic Cureton, Todd Morris, 
Alex Woods, Christopher Braden, Bonnie (Warfield) Bishop, Sister Alice, 
Curt and LeeAnn Hall, Jay Baird, Gary Hackler, Gail Willis, Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Bisceglia, loved ones who are ill, Brody Beavers and family, Shawn Lee Day, 
all those of our families who are affected by Covid-19, Jessica Davis, and 
the Donner family.   

 

UPCOMING SAINTS AND FEASTS  

Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest                                                                                                 
May 20 

Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs                                           
May 21 

Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious                                                                                                   
May 22 
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May 14, 2021 

 

To: Parishes and Missions of the Catholic Diocese of Lexington                       
From: Diocesan Communications 

Mask Guidelines in Light of CDC, Governor’s Announcements 

LEXINGTON — In light of Gov. Beshear’s Executive Order of May 13 lifting the 
mask mandate for persons fully vaccinated against COVID-19, parishes and 
missions of the diocese should observe the following protocols at Mass, 
beginning immediately: 

1. Social distancing rules remain in place (six feet apart except for 
immediate family). 

2. Masks are not required for people who are fully vaccinated, per CDC 
definition (see below). 

3. Those who attend Mass but are not fully vaccinated must continue to 
mask, and since the new CDC announcements and governor’s 
directives make it impossible to enforce mask restriction, all are 
strongly encouraged to get vaccinated as soon as possible. 

Per the CDC, a person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving 
the second dose in a two-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, or 
two weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson. A person who 
doesn’t meet these requirements, regardless of age, is not fully vaccinated and 
should continue taking all precautions until fully vaccinated. 
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Also, per the CDC: “If you have a condition or are taking medications that 
weaken your immune system, you may NOT be fully protected even if you are 
fully vaccinated. Talk to your healthcare provider. Even after vaccination, you 
may need to continue taking all precautions   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/prevention.html” 

 

 

The Precious Pearl - THE STORY OF SAINT RITA OF CASCIA 

This information was taken from the book, "The Precious Pearl," written by 
Michael DiGregorio, OSA. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
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High in the hills of the republic of Cascia, in a tiny Umbrian village called 
Roccaporena, Antonio and Amata Lotti were well-respected 
peacemakers. In 1381, they welcomed their only child, Margherita.  In 
the local dialect, her name meant “pearl," but she was known simply as 
Rita. Baptized in the church of St. Augustine in Cascia, Rita became 
acquainted with the local Augustinian nuns of St. Mary Magdalene 
Monastery and was attracted to their way of life. But her parents 
arranged a marriage for her in order to provide safety and security, and 
so Rita obediently married Paolo Mancini with whom she had two sons. 

In the troubling political climate of the times, there was often open 
conflict between families. Paolo was the victim of one such conflict, and 
he was murdered when their sons were still young. The expectation of 
society at the time was that the boys should avenge the murder of their 
father to defend family honor. Rita, however, influenced by the 
peacemaking example of her parents, pledged to forgive her husband’s 
killers. She faced a steep challenge, however, in convincing her sons to 
do the same. Tradition has it that she often pointed out to them the 
image of the crucified Christ and the fact that he forgave those who 
killed him. Within a year, however, both sons succumbed to a deadly 
illness leaving Rita not only a widow, but also childless. Following these 
tragedies, Rita placed her trust in God, accepting them and relying on 
her deep faith to find her way. After eighteen years of marriage, Rita 
felt called to a second but familiar vocation: to religious life in the 
Augustinian convent. 

But the sisters at St. Mary Magdalene Monastery were hesitant and 
refused her request. However, Rita was not discouraged, convinced that 
she was called to the contemplative community. She returned and asked 
for entry again, but the sisters even more firmly refused, citing that 
although Rita had forgiven her husband’s killers, her family had 
not.  There were members of the rival family in the convent; her 
presence would be detrimental to community harmony. And so, inspired 
by her three patron saints (St. Augustine of Hippo, St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine and John the Baptist), Rita set out to make peace between 
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the families.  She went to her husband’s family and exhorted them to 
put aside their hostility and stubbornness. They were convinced by her 
courage and agreed.  The rival family, astounded by this overture of 
peace, also agreed. The two families exchanged a peace embrace and 
signed a written agreement, putting the vendetta to rest forever. A 
fresco depicting the scene of the peace embrace was placed on a wall 
of the Church of Saint Francis in Cascia, an enduring reminder of the 
power of good over evil and a testament to the widow whose forgiving 
spirit achieved the impossible. 

At the age of 36, Rita finally was accepted into the Augustinian 
convent. She lived a regular life of prayer, contemplation and spiritual 
reading, according to the Rule of Saint Augustine. For forty years she 
lived this routine lifestyle until Good Friday of 1442, fifteen years before 
her death, when she had an extraordinary experience. In contemplation 
before an image of Jesus that was very dear to her, the Jesus of Holy 
Saturday or, as it is also known, the Resurgent Christ, she was moved 
by a deeper awareness of the physical and spiritual burden of pain 
which Christ so freely and willingly embraced for love of her and of all 
humanity. With the tender, compassionate heart of a person fully 
motivated by grateful love, she spoke her willingness to relieve Christ’s 
suffering by sharing even the smallest part of his pain.  Her offer was 
accepted, her prayer was answered, and Rita was united with Jesus in 
a profound experience of spiritual intimacy, a thorn from his crown 
penetrating her forehead. The wound it caused remained open and 
visible until the day of her death. 

Toward the end of her life, Rita progressively weakened 
physically. Several months before her death, she was visited by a 
relative from Roccaporena who asked if there was anything she could 
do for the ailing woman. Rita at first declined, but then made a simple 
request to have a rose from the garden of her family home brought to 
her. It was January, the dead of winter in the hills of Umbria, but upon 
her return home the relative passed Rita’s family garden and found to 
her astonishment a single fresh rose in the snow-covered garden on an 
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otherwise barren bush. She immediately returned to the convent where 
she presented the miraculous rose to Rita who accepted it with quiet 
and grateful assurance. For the four decades she had spent in Casica’s 
convent she had prayed especially for her husband Paolo, who had died 
so violently, and for her two sons, who had died so young. The dark, 
cold earth of Roccaporena, which held their mortal remains, had now  

produced a beautiful sign of spring and beauty out of season. So, Rita 
believed, had God brought forth, through her prayers, their eternal life 
despite tragedy and violence. She now knew that she would soon be 
one with them again. 

Rita died peacefully on May 22, 1457.  An old and revered tradition 
records that the bells of the convent immediately began to peal unaided 
by human hands, calling the people of Cascia to the doors of the 
convent, and announcing the triumphant completion of a life faithfully 
lived. The nuns prepared her for burial and placed her in a simple 
wooden coffin.  A carpenter who had been partially paralyzed by a 
stroke, voiced the sentiments of many others when he spoke of the 
beautiful life of this humble nun in bringing lasting peace to the people 
of Cascia. “If only I were well,” he said, “I would have prepared a place 
more worthy of you.”  With those words, he was healed; Rita’s first 
miracle was performed. He fashioned the elaborate and richly 
decorated coffin which would hold Rita’s body for several centuries. She 
was never buried in it, however. So many people came to look upon the 
gentle face of the “Peacemaker of Cascia” that her burial had to be 
delayed. It became clear that something exceptional was occurring as 
her body seemed to be free from nature’s usual course.  It is still 
incorrupt today, now in a glass-enclosed coffin, in the basilica of Cascia. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help & Saint Boniface                                                               
76 W. Sycamore Street, P. O. Box 330                                                                

Williamsburg, KY  40769                                                                                                 
(606) 549-2156 / olph.boniface@gmail.com 

mailto:olph.boniface@gmail.com
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