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PROJECT GIVE 
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“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with 
great love.” – St. Theresa of Calcutta. 
 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 

 

Project Give is a yearly social justice project completed by our Annunciation Catholic 
School seventh grade students in which funds are raised by students to provide needed 
items to children at the Children’s Learning Center. In previous years, the school has 
taken on costs to provide busing as well. This document will highlight ways to expand 
this project with the hope that as the administrators of the school, you see the benefit of 
these changes and approve them, even though these changes will require additional 
funds. The Children’s Learning Center is committed to providing early childhood 
education and before-school and after-school care to the community, serving children 
from six weeks of age to twelve years of age, and is only one of many services provided 
by Catholic Charities. This non-profit organization also provides services for adult 
education, housing assistance, immigration and citizenship assistance, and refugee 
support. As the Catholic Charities mission statement emphasizes, “Catholic Charities is 
dedicated to finding solutions to some of the most pressing social challenges individuals 
and families face regardless of race, religion, country of origin, disabilities, gender, age, 
or sexual orientation.” (Catholic Charities Honoring Human Dignity, n.d.) Its inclusivity 
and connectedness to the local community make it a great charity for our school to 
continue to support. In summary, in addition to our yearly visit and donation, two 
additional phases would be added. The second phase would include structured visits 
with planned activities tied to curriculum. The third phase would be a landscaping 
project where students provide the materials that will be needed by raising and earning 
money in a variety of ways that also incorporate learning standards. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 
In previous years, students have cleaned the campus and delivered needed items to 
children, including jackets, sweaters, and gloves in December, see Figure 1. A financial 
literacy unit has accompanied this to address standards such as creating a budget. This 
year, the seventh-grade teaching team would like to expand the program. First, instead 
of simply delivering items, this year students would meet and play with the children. 
Several other visits will be completed to cultivate these relationships with buddies and 
planned activities will proceed the first visit. These activities will connect to standards in 
writing, such as creating a game with instructions. Secondly, to expand this project, 
students would not only participate in beautifying the campus with labor, but would also 
supply landscaping resources such as plants, large pots, flowers, mulch, wood chips, 
and even a bench. This part of the project will also 
serve to meet several Language Arts standards 
including persuasive writing, as students will craft 
letters requesting donations from stores in the 
community. Catholic Charities has experienced severe 
financial hardships from the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
and these additional donations of time and resources 
are greatly needed. Additionally, this project supports 
our school mission to provide a Christ-like learner 
friendly environment to better serve God and our 
community.  

 

PROPOSED PLAN OF WORK 

 

 

 
This project would be completed in three major phases as outlined in the Timeline for 
Executing Project (Appendix A). Phase 1 is a continuation of the traditional Project Give 
in which students will earn money through chores as outlined in the Parent/Student 
Letter (Appendix B). Phase 1 will commence on November 28, 2022, and it will end with 
our initial visit to the center on December 16, 2022. Currently, Catholic Charities has 
sixty-two children. Based on this number, students will complete chores and earn 
money with a goal of earning a total of $30.00, tracking this on the chores chart. On 

Figure 1 Students in December 2021 
delivering items. (Gonzalez, 2021) 
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December 13th, 2022, students will hold a schoolwide bake sale. Students will then 
travel to Walmart on December 15th, 2022. To conserve funds parent volunteers who 
have completed the Virtus training and have insurance on file will drive students. Using 
the money earned, they will purchase warm winter wear for assigned buddies from the 
center. Some students will purchase for two buddies, and they will receive the funds 
from the bake sale to cover these costs. On December 16th, students will deliver their 
donated items and meet their assigned buddies, learning their names and interests for 
future projects.  
 
Phase 2 will be two separate visits to the center. On January 16, 2023, students will 
begin learning how to craft instructional texts. Students will then create their own, age-
appropriate game to play with students. Students will be provided model texts and step-
by-step instructions in Language Arts for this project, and it will be due by February 10th, 
2023, for teacher feedback. Students will visit the center on February 14, 2023, to play 
their games with their buddies. Then, students will create a Craft Project, demonstrating 
mastery of the informational writing standard: writing instructional texts. This will be 
presented to buddies on March 17, 2023.   
 
Phase 3 will be the beautification of the campus and will commence on March 21, 2023. 
Students will learn the steps of writing a persuasive letter in Language Arts. Students 
will then choose which organization or store they would like to request donations from 
which will include not only stores with landscaping materials, but also places were items 
can be collected for a raffle. As shown in the schedule, based on donations, students 
will then hold a raffle. In Science, students will receive lessons about planting and 
landscaping. In Language Arts, students will learn about budgets. Synthesizing these 
two lessons, students will then submit a purposed plan for beautification that must 
include a basic blue plan for planting and a budget. Student proposals are due May 02, 
2023. The best plan will be selected and implemented. On March 15th, 2023, students 
will be assigned specific items to purchase. With parent volunteers as drivers, students 
will travel to their assigned stores and purchase assigned items. All students will then 
meet at the Learning Center. Once there, students will complete a specified job based 
on the approved plan. This can include, but are not limited to, setting up potted plants, 
distributing wood chips, planting shrubs, and building the bench. Projected costs for all 
three phases are included in the Project Budget (Appendix C). 
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QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 

 
• Head Teachers – Michael Griego and Cristina Gonzalez – Michael Griego has 

taught for Annunciation Catholic School for 15 years. He has coordinated several 
social justice projects including “Go Orange” for ten years, which funded a food 
pantry. Cristina Gonzalez has taught at Annunciation Catholic School for 12 years, 
and has led project give for five years, raising over $5,950.00 in the last three year 
as shown, with increases in fundraising each year as shown in the Funds Raised 
Chart (Appendix D). Even continuing Project Give digitally during our lockdown. 

• Catholic Charities Coordinator - Kathy Freeze – Kathy Freeze has worked for 
Catholic Charities for over a decade. Her vision and leadership led to the 
establishment of the incredible Children’s Learning Center, shown in Figure 3 and 4.  

 
 

 
Figure 2 Playground at Learning Center (Gonzalez, 2018) 

 
Figure 3 Classroom in Learning Center (Gonzalez, 2019) 
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APPENDIX 

 

 

 

Appendix A 
Timeline for Executing Project 

Description Start Date End Date Duration 

Project Start 11/28/2022 05/14/2022 Approx. 6 Months 

Phase 1: Initial Visit and Donation 11/28/2022 12/16/2022 18 Days 

 Part 1: Students Start Earning Money 11/28/2022 12/15/2022 17 Days 

 Part 2: Bake Sale 12/13/2022 12/13/2022 1 Day 

 Part 3: Purchase Winter Items/Wrap 12/15/2022 12/15/2022 1 Day 

 Part 4: Deliver Items and Meet Buddies 12/16/2022 12/16/2022 1 Day 

Phase 2: Student-led Activities with Buddies 01/16/2023 3/17/2022 12 Days 

 Part 1: Valentine’s Day Game Creation 01/16/2023 02/14/2023 6 Days 

 Part 2: Craft Creation with Buddy 03/01/2023 03/17/2023 6 Days 

Phase 3: Property Beautification  3/21/2023 5/14/2023 55 Days  

 Part 1: Writing Donation Requests  3/21/2023 04/01/2023 10 Days 

 Part 2: Establish Prizes and Sell Raffle Tickets 3/30/2023 05/08/2023 39 Days 

 Part 3: Landscaping Science Lessons 3/30/2023 04/15/2023 10 Days 

 Part 4: Budget Proposal Lesson/ Pick Plan 4/18/2023 05/02/2023 10 Days 

 Part 5: Purchasing Items/ Planting 5/14/2022 05/14/2023 1 Day 
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Appendix B 
Parent/Student Letter 

November 28, 2022 

 

Dear Parents of Annunciation Seventh Graders, 

 

As we welcome the Advent Season, we are getting ready for our annual 7th Grade Project Give!  Project 
Give is our social justice project for the year.  7th graders will be purchasing and donating warm weather items such 
as jackets and gloves for our buddies at Catholic Charities. 

In order for Project Give to be more meaningful for our students, we try to allow students the opportunity to 
earn the money needed to purchase items themselves by doing chores and helping out their families and friends.  In 
order to accomplish this, we asked them for their ideas to earn money.  They brainstormed quite a few great ideas, 
including mopping, sweeping, feeding pets, helping with laundry, washing cars, mowing yards, raking leaves, helping 
pull weeds, general cleaning, cleaning bathrooms, helping/tutoring siblings, doing dishes, helping make dinner, and 
walking a dog.  Lots of great ideas!  

After determining what your child will do, please help monitor his/her progress with the chart on the back of 
this page and sign it.  Money and log sheet will be due on Thursday, December 15th.  We are hoping for students 
to earn about $30.00 each (more is certainly welcome as they can buy more items or donate leftover money to 
Catholic Charities). If we donate $250.00, a stone with our grade and year will be placed in their prayer garden! 

 On Thursday, December 15th, at 8:30am, the 7th grade students, teachers and chaperones will head to 
Walmart (on Menual and Wyoming) to purchase items with the money they have earned. We will need volunteers to 
drive and help students. Please email me as soon as possible if you are available to help and include how many 
seats you have available.  We will then return to school and wrap the purchased items.  Drivers will need an updated 
Virtus certificate and proof of insurance on file.  

Along with raising money at home, we will also be doing a bake sale on Wednesday, December 14th. 
Contribution of homemade baked goods (no peanuts please), drinks and other treats would be very much 
appreciated to increase our fund-raising efforts.  

On Friday, December 16th, students will then travel to the Catholic Charities Children’s Learning Center and 
drop of their gifts and meet their buddies in person! Students will travel via school bus.  Permission slips will be going 
home in the next week.  

If, for any reason, you would prefer that your child does not participate in the project, please let us know 
(they can perform an alternative – or modified – social justice project). 

Thank you so much for your help with this project! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Griego and Mrs. Gonzalez 
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7th Grade PROJECT GIVE – MONEY EARNED! 

 

STUDENT NAME __________________________ 

 

Task Completed Date Time Worked Money Earned 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

   $ 

Total amount of money earned $ 

 

 

Parent Signature _____________________________________   Date: _____________ 
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Appendix C 
Project Budget 

Costs Covered by School Price 

Buses for 2 trips $700.00 

Wrapping paper, tags, and tape $50.00 

Total Cost Category #1 $750.00 

Estimated Cost of Project   

Warm weather clothing for 62 children $1,999.50 

4 large pots for planting flowers $1,000.00 

Gardening gloves $94.17 

Potting soil   $185.00 

5 cubic yard bulk playground Mulch   $433.00 

Plants: flowers and shrubs $500.00 

Personalized garden bench $250.00 

Total Cost Category #2 Category #2 $4,461.67 

Estimated Money Raised from Bake Sale  

Bake Sale Estimate – based on last year’s sale -$1,008.35 

Total Cost  -$1,008.35 

Total $4,203.32 
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Appendix D 
Funds Raised Chart  
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