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A welcome from  

our pastor, 

 Fr. Michael Foley 
 
   We welcome you and thank 

you for joining us for the 

Symposium on reentry, Coming 

Home: Life in Tallahassee after Incarceration.  

   It is clear that the efforts to improve the transition from 

incarceration to normal lives can have a great impact on the 

future of many individuals.  Helping them make that transition 

is a work of mercy and justice.  We pray that the Holy Spirit 

guides your discussions and discernment of actions furthering 

this worthy cause. 

    Thank the Mercy & Justice Core Community for coordinating 

this event and for all of its efforts addressing this and other 

social challenges.   

 

Fr. Michael Foley 

Good Shepherd Parish 



 

 

 

Coming Home: Life in 
 Tallahassee After Incarceration 

April 10, 2021   10-11:30 a.m. 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

  
10:00 Intro/Prayers/Welcome –  
                  Welcome & Introduction - Suzanne Printy, Coordinator, Mercy & Jus-

tice Community, Good Shepherd Catholic Church                                
Welcome & Prayer - Very Rev. Michael Foley, Pastor, Good Shepherd-
Catholic Church, Tallahassee  

           Introduction of Olivia Hitchcock, symposium master of ceremonies; 
intern with Good News Outreach’sMercy House and research techni-
cian with the Institute of Justice Research and Development  

 
10:07  Personal Story of re-entry   
                 Catherine (Spence) Nichols   
 
10:17 Keynote speaker: Leon County Sheriff Walter McNeil  
                  “Why We Bother” 
 Contact Stephanie Jones - jonessteph@leoncountyfl.gov 
 
10:35 Florida Foundation for Correctional Excellence, Patrick Mahoney,  

director of the Office of Programs and Re-Entry, Florida Department of 
Corrections Patrick.mahoney@fdc.myflorida.com 

 
10:45 Help from the community – What can WE do? 

Dale White - Certified Reentry Professional, Reentry Solutions Network 
dale.white9355@gmail.com 

Assistant Sheriff Steve Harrelson – Leon County Sheriff’s Office, Talla-
hassee - HarrelsonS@leoncountyfl.gov  

Carolyn “Freda” King MS, CAP - DISC Village-project director, The Jail Re
-Entry Network - freda.king@discvillage.org 

Kerensa Lockwood—director of implementation and administration, 
Institute of Justice Research and Development  

klockwood@fsu.edu 
Rev. Dustin Feddon, PhD. – Pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Crawford-

ville & Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lanark; administrator and prison 
ministry; executive director of Joseph House  
frdustin@josephhouseus.org 

Glenn Burns -  Pastor & executive director of Good Samaritan Network 
glennburns@gsncares.org   

Rob Hawkins - former lifetime parolee, paralegal, missionary chaplain 
and minister - lawhawk56@gmail.com 

 

11:25 Concluding remarks & prayers – Rev. Dustin Feddon 
                  (This event will be recorded for viewing later via YouTube.) 
                   

 

 

A personal story speaker 

Catherine (Spence) Nichols was incar-
cerated with the Florida Department of 
Corrections. My life was normal until I de-
cided to use narcotics. I thought my life 
was amazing. But, in reality, it was spiral-
ing out of control.  
   I went from a good student with goals 
into a horrible monster that nobody want-
ed to be around. I went through phases. 
Sober one day, drug addiction the next. 
During that time I was arrested many 
times. I started dealing to support my hab-
it. Not realizing the lives I was destroying.                 
After my last release, I moved, got sober, 
got pregnant with my son and then my 
son’s father died. I thought I was maintaining, but in the end I 
was masking my problems. I had my son and thought I was on 
track. I started a new relationship with hopes that I could love 
again. I was mentally and physically abused. Relapsed, violated 
probation. And then my life fell apart. 
   I went to jail one final time; sentenced to 60 months. That's 
when the journey began of my life transformation. 
   Once I took ownership of my actions, I began looking for things 
that would eventually change my life.  
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   Biographies of the moderator and speakers 
  

 

Patrick Mahoney is the division director 
of the Florida Foundation for 
Correctional Excellence (FFCE) in the 
Department of Corrections.  The role of 
the foundation, established in February 
2020, is to bring together public and 
private partners to increase investment 
in re-entry programs and workforce 
training.  

Sheriff Walt McNeil was elected Leon 
County Sheriff in November 2016.  In his 
distinguished 35-year career as a public 
servant, McNeil has been chief of the 
Tallahassee Police Department, where he 
emphasized community policing efforts to 
control gangs, drugs and juvenile crime; 
corrections secretary, where he 
established Florida's first prison reentry 
programs; and advisor to the Obama White 
House and other governments around the 
globe on law enforcement strategies and 
tactics. He is the recipient of numerous 
honors, including the Tallahassee NAACP 
Humanitarian Award, Public Sector 

Olivia Hitchcock, our moderator, is intern-

ing with Good News Outreach's Mercy 
House, a residential program for men with 
substance use disorders who are involved 
with the criminal justice system. She 

is pursuing master's degrees in social work 
and criminology at Florida State University, 
where she also works as a research techni-
cian for the Institute for Justice Research 
and Development. She earned a bachelor's 

degree in journalism from Ohio University 
and spent four years working as a crime 
reporter for a South Florida newspaper be-
fore moving to Tallahassee and returning 

to school. 

 

 

 

Steve Harrelson was appointed in February 
2020 as the Leon County assistant sheriff 
overseeing judicial, detention, and reentry 
matters. He began his career at the Sheriff’s 
Office in 1989.  As he has risen through the 
ranks, he has had experiences in community 
services, including the school resource 
program and crime prevention. Steve holds a 
bachelor of science degree in criminology 
from Florida State University. 

Dale White is a Certified Reentry 
Professional, Reentry Peer Navigator, 
Nationally Certified Recovery Coach, 
Nationally Certified Case Worker and 
Nationally Certified Intervention 
Professional. He is the founder, president 
& CEO of Reentry Solutions Network, a 
Faith -Based National 2020 NPO start-up 
focused on developing and building a 
national network of reentry best practice 
providers and resources who can prepare 
individuals for reentry from day one.  In 
2013, Dale founded The Living Harvest, 
which is now a 26-bed residential reentry 

program that focuses on individuals with substance use disorders.  
He is the reentry program director for Good News Outreach/Mercy 
House, also a residential reentry program for individuals with 
substance use disorders. He works with corrections and the courts 
pre– and post-release and as an alternative to incarceration. He 
has extensive national experience and serves on many local and 
national boards. In 2018, Dale was recognized for his leadership, at 
the Florida Governor’s Mansion by First Lady Ann Scott. 

  



 

 

 Carolyn “Freda” King:  It took over 20 years 
for Freda to realize her potential and ability to 
overcome all odds, which included a 20-year 
addiction, living a criminal lifestyle, severe 
trauma and a lack of education. Freda worked 
11½ years in the governor’s office under Gov. 
Jeb Bush and Gov. Charlie Crist. Freda is the 
director of reentry services for the DISC 
Village - L.I.F.T. Program, which partners with 
the Leon County Detention Facility re-entry 
program. She supervises seven substance 
education classes in the Big Bend Region. 
Freda also is an adjunct professor at 
Tallahassee Community College, a certified 

addiction professional, has a master’s degree from Florida State 
University’s Criminal Justice Studies program, and is a 2017 
JustLeadershipUSA Leading with Conviction fellow. She is a 
motivational speaker who shares her journey with men and women 
in prisons. Additionally, she trains other professionals in the 
criminal justice system, and facilitates substance abuse and trauma 
training conferences for adults and youth throughout Florida. Freda 
encourages others to make positive changes in their lives, and is 
giving hope to people who want to pursue their dreams of stability, 
education and hope, despite a history of mistakes or bad choices. 
Opened in 1971, the DISC House operated in partnership with 

Florida State University to provide drug information services to the 

Tallahassee area. Today, DISC Village operates as a multi-site 

community-based child welfare, criminal justice, diversion, and 

substance abuse/mental health treatment center that is recognized 

as a leader in the state for initiating, managing, and coordinating 

delinquency and substance abuse prevention/intervention 

programs in Northwest Florida.  

Dr. Kerensa Lockwood, is director of  
implementation and administration for the 
Institute of Justice Research and 
Development at FSU. She worked on  
refining the process of the 5 Key Model of 
reentry. This is a multi-state, randomized 
control trial that involves researchers and 
practitioners.  Until July 2018, Lockwood 
worked with the Department of Corrections 
for almost 13 years as the assistant chief for 
the Bureau of Applied Science, Research and 
Policy, where she gained expertise in grant 
development and in assessing the 
effectiveness of various programmatic 
practices using evidence-driven principles. 

 

 

Rev. Dustin Feddon is the executive 
director at Joseph House in Tallahassee. 
Joseph House is a community for the 
formerly incarcerated. He also serves in 
pastoral ministry to those incarcerated 
throughout North Florida. In his work among 
the incarcerated, he focuses especially on 
the needs of those in solitary confinement. 
Fr. Dustin also teaches philosophy at Saint 
John Vianney College Seminary and serves 
as pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 
Crawfordville and Sacred Heart of Jesus in 
Lanark. 

Glenn Burns is the pastor and executive 
director of Good Samaritan Network. He and 
his wife worked at Tallahassee’s Haven of 
Rest Rescue Mission from 1999-2009, which 
only served men. They began opening their 
personal home to women and children and 
eventually spearheaded the development of 
Good Samaritan. 

Rob Hawkins By God’s grace, Rob comes to 
us with more than 32 years of practical 
experience – including 25 years in prison on 
a life sentence and seven years on parole —
dealing with character development and the 
reentry of men and women into society. He 
recently graduated from Tallahassee 
Community College with an associate’s 
degree in paralegal studies and plans to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice. Rob now helps to manage Mercy 
House in Tallahassee, and conducts regular 
Bible studies in area prisons and other 
Florida correction facilities. 



 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

We would like to express special thanks to all those who 

have made this symposium possible. 
 

We would like to thank Fr. Michael Foley, pastor of Good 

Shepherd Catholic Church, without whose support this 

symposium could not have taken place.  

 

Technical support was provided by Christine Souders,  

Livestreamwithpros@gmail.com 

 

Additional support was provided by: 

 

  
Arbor Pros 
Owner — Mike Cross, I.S.A. 
certified arborist/certified tree 
worker,/certified tree care safety 
professional/qualified tree risk 
assessor — FL-5841AT 
Tallahassee, FL  32314 
(850) 445-6505 

Cindy Lavoie 
Administrator 
Interim HealthCare of North-
West Florida, Inc. 
1962-B Village Green Way 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 
(850) 422-2044 
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