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“In the spirit of
the early Church,
we strive to be
of one mind and
feart, together

seeking all for

the glory of God

and the salvation

of souls.”

Cover: Some delegates from
the U.S. Province with the

newly elected Prioress General.

2 | BLAZING TORCH

A NOTE FROM THE PRIORESS PROVINCIAL, SR. MARIA THERESA NGUYEN, O.P.

“For I know the plans 1 /iavefor you,” declares the Lord,

"p/(ms to prosper you and not to harm yol,

lans to give you hope and a future.” JrrREMIAH 29: 1T
p gwe'y f 9

ear Families, Friends and Benefactors in our
Risen Christ,

HABEMUS PapPaM!

What a truly momentous time for our Church!
On May 8, 2025, Cardinal Robert Prevost was
elected the 267th Pope and universal shepherd of
the Catholic Church. "Peace be with you all," our
new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, proclaimed in
Italian, and the world seemed to hold its breath in
new excitement and tremendous joy. From the very
beginning, Pope Leo XIV made his vision clear:
a Church united in peace and centered in Jesus
Christ. He emphasized, "It is the peace of the risen
Christ. A peace that is unarmed and disarming,
humble and persevering. A peace that comes from
God, the God who loves us all, unconditionally.”

A CHAPTER OF PROVIDENCE AND PURPOSE

Grace upon grace! While we were still basking
in both the joys of the Easter Season and the
excitement of welcoming our first American-born
Pope, seven delegates from our Province embarked
on a transformative six-week journey abroad,
which led them to the 17th General Chapter of our
congregation in Vietnam. We are thrilled to share
the joyful news arising from this recently concluded
gathering! This General Chapter served as a truly
meaningful moment of reflection, discernment, and
renewal, deeply reconnecting us with the heart of
our Motherhouse. It wonderfully exemplified God's
immense love and providence guiding every step of
our journey.

Among the key undertakings of the Chapter, over a
week was dedicated to the crucial task of revising
our Congregation's Constitution and Statutes.
This meticulous work ensures our foundational
documents continue to guide us faithfully, always
upholding our charism and mission.

Among the most anticipated moments of the General
Chapter was the election of our new Prioress General
for the 2025-2029 term. We extend our heartfelt
prayers and unwavering support to Sister Theresa
Quynh-Giao Nguyen, O.P., as she courageously
embarks on this significant leadership journey. Her

election, along with our return to our Provincial
roots at the Motherhouse, significantly strengthens
our collective spirit while also reaffirming our
foundational charism. Concurrently, the bonds of
fraternity between our congregation in Vietnam
and our Province in the U.S. have been profoundly
deepened. In the spirit of the early Church, we
strive to be of one mind and heart, together seeking
all for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.
This shared mission was palpable throughout the
Chapter, fostering a beautiful sense of peace, unity,
and profound purpose.

BLESSINGS AND GRATITUDE

We also rejoice in the abundant blessings bestowed
upon our congregation. This summer, we joyfully
welcomed three new novices, witnessed 14 sisters
renew their vows, celebrated one final profession,
and honored four silver jubilarians who have
faithfully served God for more than a quarter of a
century. What a truly fruitful year of ministry and
harvest in this Jubilee Year of Hope! As the late
Pope Benedict XVI reminded us, "The world offers
you comfort, but you were not made for comfort.
You were made for greatness.” Indeed, it is this very
greatness that our sisters in Vietnam, Thailand,
Australia, and here in the U.S. embody through
their steadfast dedication and tireless service.

On a final note, we extend our deepest gratitude to
all our parents, families, friends, and benefactors.
Your unwavering support for our religious
vocations stands as a testament to your profound
faith and boundless generosity, directly enabling us
to continue our vital mission. Rest assured of our
fervent prayers for you and your intentions. As we
journey together with Pope Leo XIV on the path of
God’s boundless love, may each of you experience
a deeply holy Jubilee Year.

In the hearts of Jesus and Mary,

b Wﬁ%ﬁww

Sr. Maria Theresa Kim-Hong Nguyen, O.P.
Prioress Provincial



“Trong tink than Gidio FHoi so khai,
chiing tﬂw‘yd/iy ‘dﬁfy tam nhat tri, ‘cling nﬁausény va hanh dong
cho vink dank Thien Chiia v on ciiw v cic link hon.”

: ’ Yong kinh quy dn nhan, than nhan va ban hiru,

CHUNG TA PA €O GIA0 HOANG!

That la mét thoi khdc lich sie va ddy y nghia doi véi
Giao Hoi chung ta! Vao ngay 8 thang 5 nam 2025, Dirc
H&ng Y Robert Prevost da duwoc tuyén chon lam vi Gido
hoang thit 267 va la vi Muc tir toan cdu cia ching ta.

Trong gidy phit ddu tién khi xudt hién truée cong ching, Tdn
Gido hoang — Pirc Gido hodng Léé XIV — da cat loi chdo bang
tiéng Y: “Binh an cho anh chi em. Binh an ciia Pdng Phuc
Sinh — mot sw binh an khéng mang vii khi ma khién nguoi khdc
buéng vii khi; mét binh an khiém nhwong va kién tri, dén tir Thién

1l

Chita, Pdng yéu thwong tat ca ching ta cich vé diéu kién.’

Ca thé giéi tran ngdm trong niém vui hdn hoan va xiic
déng. Ngay tir nhimg gidy phit dau tién, Pirc Thinh Cha
Léé XIV di bay t6 ré tam nhin ciia ngai: mét Gido Hoi hiép
nhdt trong binh an va ddt trong tim noi Chia Giésu Kito.

Mpr Giar Poan Piv Quan PHONG Vi Y NGHiA
Hong dn néi tiép hong dn! Trong khi ching ta van con ngdp
tran niém vui ciia Miia Phuc Sinh va niém hanh phiic dén mimg
vi Giao hoang dau tién sinh tai Hoa Ky, thi bay nir tu dai dién
Tinh Dong Hoa Ky dd lén dwong tré vé Viét Nam tham du
Téong Hoi Lan thir 17 ciia Héi Dong. Chiing con hdn hoan chia
sé nhitng tin vui tran ddy dn sung tir ky Tong Hoi déic biét nay!

Téng Hoi thuee sy la mot thoi khdc thiéng liéng dé suy tu, phéan dinh
va canh tan, gitip chiing con dwoc noi két sdu xa hon véi céi nguon
ciia Hoi Dong Me. Pay la minh ching song dong cho tinh yéu bao
la va sw quan phong ciia Thién Chiia, Pdng luén dan ddt tirng buée
hanh trinh cua chi em Da Minh Thanh Tam tai Viét Nam va Hoa Ky.

Mot trong nhitng cong viéc trong tam cia Tong Hoi la danh hon
mét tuan lam viéc dé tu chinh Hién Phap va Néi Quy ciia Héi Dong.
Céng viéc ti mi va ddy trach nhiém nay nham bdo dam rang nhiing
van kién nén tang van la kim chi nam cho doi séng tu tri, trung
thanh véi doan sing va sir mang ciia Hoi Dong, dong thoi huwéng
dan doi song va sir vu cia ting chi em trong thoi dai hém nay.

Khoanh khdc duoc mong doi nhat trong T 5ng Hoi chinh la viéc
bau chon Tin Bé Trén Téng Quyén cho nhiém ky 2025-2029.
Véi long biét on va tin thac, ching con vui mirng dén nhdn

Nit tu Térésa Nguyén Quynh-Giao, O.P, trong vai tro mdi
la Bé Trén Tong Quyén. Xin quy vi thwong ndng d& ngdi bang
[oi cau nguyén: cau cho ngai dwoc tran ddy on Chia Thanh
Than, c6 di sw khon ngoan, long thanh thién va sirc manh ngi
tam, hau c6 thé huéng dan Héi Dong buée di trong dwong 10i
Chita, vi vinh danh Thién Chia va on ciru roi cac linh hon.

HonG AN vi TrI AN

Chung con ciing han hoan ta on vi muon van phic lanh
ma Thién Chia da tuén do trén Hoi Dong. Mua hé nay tai
Tinh Dong, chung con vui mung chao don ba tdp sinh moi,
chirng kién 14 chi em tuyén khan lgi, mét chi khan tron
doi, va cit hanh Ngdn khdnh khdn dong cia bon chi da
thanh phung sw Chua hon 25 nam qua. Qud
that, day la mét nam dday hoa trdi trong st vu — mot
mua gat thiéng lieng trong Nam Thanh Hy Vong!

trung

Nhuw Pirc c6 Gido hoang Bénédicté XVI timg nhdc nho: “Thé
gian mang dén sw thodi mdi, nhung cdc con khéng dwoc dung
nén cho sy thodi mai. Cac con dwoc dyng nén cho sy vi dai.”

Va chinh sy vi dai dy dang duwoc thé hién song dong noi cdc
chi em cia ching con, nhitng nguoi dang dan than phuc vu tai
Viét Nam, Thai Lan, Uc, va ngay tai Hoa Ky — bang tim long
tdn tuy, long trung thanh va tinh than hy sinh khéng ngoi nhi.

Cudi cing, chiing con xin bay t6 long biét on sdu xa dén quy Ong
ba Cé, than nhdn, dn nhdn, va ban hiru. Sw ndng do khong ngimg
cia quy vi danh cho on goi tu tri ciia chiing con la bang chimg song
déng cho dirc tin sdu sdc va long quang dai vé bién. Nho dé, ching
con ¢6 thé tiép trung thanh thi hanh sit mang cao cd la mang Chiia
dén cho tha nhan qua doi song cau nguyén, phuc vu va yéu thuong.

Chiing con luén ghi nhé va ddng 107 cau nguyén cdch sot sing
cho quy vi, ciing tat cd nhimg ¥ nguyén quy bdu ma quy vi cuu
mang trong tdm hon. Nguyén xin timg nguoi trong ching ta
duoc trai nghiém mot Nam Thanh thanh thién va a“dy tran an
sung cua Thién Chua, va luén dwoc an ui duoi su cho che hién
mau ciia Pirc Maria Vé Nhiém Nguyén Téi, Me ciia ching ta.

Trong trai tim cua Chua Giésu va Me Maria,

&Wﬁw e o

Nit tu Maria Theresa Nguyén Thi Kim Hong, O.P.
Bé trén Gidm tinh
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HAPPENINGS N BRIEF

HABEMUS EPISCOPUM!

As soon as the Roman-noon news was broadcasted on January 20, over
a dozen sisters braved the icy weather to the Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral
downtown Houston to attend Mass celebrated by the archbishop-elect, Joe
Vasquez and to greet the new shepherd. On His Grace’s official installation
Mass on the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, representatives from
the Province were in attendance to participate in the Pontifical liturgy and to
witness this historic occasion. “[M]ay he fulfill before you without reproach
the ministry of the High Priesthood, so that, always gaining your favor, he
may offer up the gifts of your holy Church.” (Prayer of Ordination of a
Bishop)

MUNG ME THANH CATARINA

Vao ngay tht Bay ngay 26 thang 4, chi em xum hop dé
mirng L& Me Thanh Catarina. Chi em ra nghia trang
dé trong nhd quy chi v6i nhitg bai hat thanh ca, canh
hoa twoi, huong nhan, va cac 10i kinh. Ké dén, chung
con tr& vé& nha truong V6 Nhiém dé dung com trua,
hoi thao vé ndi dung va hinh thirc chuan bi mimg 50
nam thanh 1ap cua Tinh dong tai Hoa Ky. Nhiing gio

ENTS

< STUDENTS -
~ ANNIVERSARY, | ¢SK RUN/WALK *

cau nguyén, lang nghe, va chia sé, da khoi 1én trong
long chi em nhitng cam xtc nao nire, phan khoi tién vé

STEPS FOR STUDENTS dip mung Kim Khanh cuia Tinh dong!

Cudc di bd Steps4Students duge dién ra héng nam véi muc
dich quang ba va giy quy cho céc trudng Cong gido trong tong
gido phan Galveston-Houston. Dic biét nim nay, lan dau tién
nha truong Mary Immaculate Preschool cua ching con cling
dang ky tham gia di b gdy quy cho nha trudng ciia minh. Rat
c6 nhiéu su ung ho cua than nhan, phu huynh, ban bé hudéng
g va giup d&. Ching con duoc xép vao hang thir nhi trong s6
cac truong Cong giao. That 1a vui khi chung con cung vdi dong
dao cac thanh vién chay b khac cung cong tac xay dung Nudc

Chua ngay tai noi minh dang song.

SNOW DAY

On the feast of St. Agnes (January 21), the coastal plains of Texas
were blanketed with a few inches of snow, canceling schools and
businesses. With a break from academic curricula and ministries,
the sisters enjoyed playing in the snow: sledding down the
detention pond, creating snow angels, or building snow figurines.

Visit houstondominicans.org for updated photos, events, and news - or - scan the QR code.
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CAP NHAT DU AN PHAT
TRIEN CO SO

Kinh thua quy Cha, quy Tu si, quy an nhan va than hiru,

Chung con xin dang 101 ta on Thién Chua va chia sé
niém vui vé tién trinh kha quan ctia Dy 4n Phat trién Co
sO, da khoi cong tir thang 2/2025. Nho hong an Chia va
su cong tdc tan tam cua cac cong nhan, cac hang muc
sau di duoc hoan tat:

O Trimg tu Hoi truong Thanh Giuse véi hé thong phong
ho, chita chay theo dung quy dinh.

O Céng chinh dd tam hoan tdt, san sang chao dén quy vi.
O Léi vao Tu vién Thanh Catarina dwoc mé rong.

O Nén mong cua khu I6p hoc, phong sinh hoat chung, bdi

ddu xe va san choi (Pavillion) da dwoc dinh hinh ré rang.

O Khung sdt cia ddy phong chung di dwoc dung lén.

/\7
A cen

LOI KEU GOI HO TRO

Dé dy an nay sém hoan thanh theo thanh ¥ Chua va dap
ung nhu cau myc vu ciia Tinh Dong, chung con tha thiét
kéu goi su ho trg quang dai tr quy vi.

Tran trong kinh moi quy vi dén tham du

Tiéc Gay Quy
luc 6:00 chiéu
Chuaa Nhat ngay 16 thang 11 nam 2025
tai Nha hang Kim Son Bellaire.

Sy hién dién va tng ho cua quy vi la ngudn dong vién
16n lao cho chung con.

Chuiing con cling kinh mo1 quy Cha, quy Tu si nam ni,
quy Ong Ba C6, than nhan va an nhan thém 1oi cau
nguyén va quang dai yém trg. Moi sy dong gop, du 16n
hay nho, déu vo cung quy gia, giup chung con hoan
thanh co s& vat chat dé phuc vu cach tt dep hon.

Chiing con xin chan thanh tri an va kinh chuc quy vi
luén dugc binh an va tran day on lanh ctia Chua.

SUMMER 2025 | 5
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SR. MARIE THERESE NGUYEN, O.P.

N MID-MAY, SEVEN SISTERS FROM THE UNITED

States' Mary Immaculate Province traveled to Vietnam to
participate in the 17th General Chapter of the Congregation of
the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of Siena. This month-
long assembly, held every four years, brought together 37
capitulars to engage in prayerful discernment, leadership
elections, constitutional revision, and strategic planning for
the Congregation’s future.

The assembly began with a week of preparatory work
conducted by sub-committees, followed by a three-day
spiritual retreat. This time of reflection centered the delegates
in prayer and fostered a contemplative spirit for the work
ahead. The General Chapter formally opened with the Mass
of the Holy Spirit, invoking divine wisdom: “By the light of
the Holy Spirit, grant that... we may be truly wise and ever
rejoice in His consolation.” (Collect)

The Chapter completed three main tasks. First, in accordance
with canonical procedures, the capitulars elected the new
Prioress General. Sister Theresa Quynh-Giao Nguyen was
entrusted with leadership of the Congregation’s more than
500 members for the 2025-2029 term. A council of five
sisters was also elected to assist her in governance and
mission.

6 | BLAZING TORCH

Second, the assembly reviewed, amended, and approved the
revised Constitution. This foundational document articulates
the norms, values, and spiritual principles governing the life
and mission of the Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of
Siena. The revision balanced fidelity to the Congregation’s
charism with responsiveness to the evolving needs of the
Church and world.

Third, the delegates considered and confirmed the actio
schema, which outlines the practical implementation of the
constitutional articles. Its unanimous approval reflected a
shared commitment to ensuring the Constitution’s principles
are embodied in the Congregation’s lived experience.

Though rigorous and demanding, the working sessions were
marked by mutual respect, responsibility, and communal
discernment. Each delegate approached her role with deep
awareness of the Chapter’s purpose and the call to serve the
common good of the Congregation.

The 17th General Chapter stands as a testament to the
enduring vitality of the Dominican charism and the sisters’
collective commitment to ecclesial service. With gratitude
and hope, we entrust the fruits of this Chapter to Divine
Providence: that in all things God may be glorified.



4O GIUA THANG NAM, BAY NU TU THUQC TINH

Dong Birc Maria V6 Nhiém tai Hoa Ky d lén dwong vé
Viéet Nam dé tham du Téng Hoi Lan Thir 17 cua Hoi Dong
Pa Minh Thanh Catarina Siena, Thanh Tam. Téng Hoi kéo
dai mot thang va duwoc 16 chirc bén nam mot lan, da quy tu
37 dai biéu dé ciing nhau phan dinh trong cau nguyén, bau
chon ban lanh dao, tu chinh ban Hién Phap, va dinh huong
cho twong lai cua Hoi Dong.

Téng Hoi khoi dcfu bang mét tuan lam viéc chudn bi trong
cdc tiéu ban. Tiép theo la ba ngay tinh hudn. Khong gian
suy niém nay gitip cdc dai biéu quy hiéng tam hon vé Chiia,
dong thoi nuéi dwdng tinh than chiém niém cho cong viéc
sdp t6i. Tong Hoi dwoe chinh thirc khai mac bang Thanh 1é
Chita Thanh Than va cau khan su khén ngoan ciia Nguwoi:
“Xin ban dnh sang Chiia Thanh Than, dé ching con biét
khon ngoan that va luon vui huong on an ui cua Nguoi.”
(Loi nguyén Pau Lé)

Te 5ng Hoi da hoan thanh ba nhiém vu chinh. Truoc hét,
theo Gido Ludt va Ludt Dong, cdc dai biéu dé bau chon Tan
Bé Trén Tong Quyén. Nit tu Térésa Nguyén Quynh-Giao di
dwoc chi em tin nhiém va trao pho sw vu lanh dgo hon 500
thanh vién cua Hoi Dong trong nhiém ky 2025-2029. Mot
héi dong gom nam nit tu ciing diroe bau chon dé cing cong
tdac voi chi trong viéc diéu hanh va thuc thi sir mang.

Thir hai, Tong Hoi di tu chinh va biéu khuyét ban Hién
Phdp méi. Van kién nén tang nay trinh bay nhitng quy dinh,
gid tri va nguyén Iy dinh hudng cho doi song va sir mang ciia
Hoi Dong Pa Minh Thanh Catarina Siena, Thanh Tam. Viéc
cdp nhat ndy thé hién suw trung thanh véi doan sing ciia Héi
Dong, d‘ong thoi dap vmg cdch thich dang nhitng nhu cau
dang chuyén bién ciia Gido héi va thé gi6i hém nay.

Thit ba, cdc dai biéu dd cdn nhdc va théng qua ban Dy
thao Cong vu — ban ké hoach hanh dong cu thé nham trién
khai cdc diéu khodn cia Hién phdp. Viéc thong qua mot
cdach nhdt tri phan dnh cam két chung trong viéc hién thic
héa cac nguyén 1y ciia Hién Phdp va Néi Quy vdo doi song
thye tién ciia Héi Dong.

Dui nhitng phién lam viéc dién ra cang thing va doi hoi
cao, nhung van dwoc ghi dau béi si ton trong lan nhau, tinh
than trach nhiém va phdn dinh cong doan. Moi dai biéu déu
ddam nhdn vai tré ciia minh véi ¥ thire sdu sdc vé muc dich
ciia Tong Hoi va 101 moi goi phuc vu thién ich chung ciia
Hoi Dong.

Tong Héi Lan Thir 17 la minh chitng cho sitc song bén
bi ciia doan sing Pa Minh va cam két chung ciia cdc nir tu
trong viéc phuc vu Gido héi. Véi long biét on va hy vong,
chiing ta phé thdc nhitng hoa trdi cia Tong Hoi nay cho sie
Quan Phong ciia Thién Chiia: dé trong moi sw, Danh Chiia
dwoc cad sang.

A =
CATARINA SN B
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NAM THANH HY VONG TAlI QUE HUONG

SR. ANNA PAULINE PHAM KHANH VAN, O.P.

RO VE QUE HUONG TRONG HONG AN VA
Tsu quan phong ctia Thién Chua, con han hoan cung Hoi
Dong Mg tai Viét Nam budc vao Nam Thanh 2025 — thoi
gian an sung dé sdng lai tAm tinh ta on, hoan cai va canh
tan.

La n@t tu Ba Minh tir Tinh Dong Hoa Ky, con Iuén thao
thirc vé su hiép thong trong gia dinh Pa Minh toan cau. Khi
hién dién tai qué nha, con cam nhén rd rang: khoang cach
dia 1y khong thé chia cach tinh huynh dé va st mang chung
ma Chua trao pho.

Nhiing gidy phut cung chi em ciu nguyén, ta on, va
lang nghe Bé Trén Tong Quyén da khoi ddy noi con mot

8 | BLAZING TORCH

niém xac tin: Du phuc vu ¢ dau, ching con van la mgt —
trong than thé Buc Kito.

Tam tinh 4y dugc tiép ndi trong chwong trinh vin nghé
mimg Ngay Truyén Théng Dong, huéng dén Nam Thanh
2025 voi chu dé: “Nhitng Nguoi Hanh Huong Cua Hy
Vong.” Mai bai hat, vii diéu, va 10i dién nguyén déu vang
vong niém hy vong séng dong trong Durc Kitd va trong st
vu loan bao Tin Mung.

Két thiic hanh trinh, con mang theo niém xac tin va hy
vong: Ching ta — Hoi Dong, Tinh Dong, va timg chi em
— dang cung nhau gieo trong anh sang Tin Mimng va nudi
dudng hy vong cho Gido hdi va thé gigi hom nay.

ETNAMZS




NEW YEAR IN MY
HOMELAND

SR. MARIA jOANNA PHUONG QUYEN DINH, O.P.

CANNOT REMEMBER THE LAST TIME I
Icelebrated Tét in Vietnam. Perhaps too much time has
passed, but I recall that as a young girl, I always received
new clothes for the festivities. For years, I dreamed of
returning to Vietnam for Tét — to revive cherished memories
and create new ones. Though my religious mission and
time constraints made this difficult, my dream became a
prayer. God heard me, and in January 2025, I was blessed
to celebrate the Lunar New Year with my extended family.
Truly, as He said, “Ask, and it will be given to you” (Mt
7:7).

Celebrating Tét in Vietnam is hard to describe, but
if T had to choose three words, they would be: joyful,
meaningful, and warm. I arrived as the country prepared
to welcome the new year. The lively atmosphere, vibrant
spring colors, and streets adorned with red decorations
— symbols of joy and prosperity — filled every moment.
Everywhere 1 went, cheerful laughter and excitement
welcomed the year ahead.

Tét is joyful yet deeply meaningful. Each of the first
three days holds specific significance: honoring elders on
the first day; paying respect to ancestors on the second; and
praying for prosperity on the third. Most businesses close,
allowing families to dedicate time to their elders.

The New Year celebration also honors those loved
ones who have passed. Families visit cemeteries, clean and
adorn with fresh flowers, offering incense and prayers to
remember their loved ones. This sacred practice connects
past, present, and future with love and reverence.

Beyond family, Tét fosters warmth within communities.
Relatives, friends, and neighbors exchange heartfelt

blessings and red envelopes symbolizing love and hope
for the new year. Streets fill with people in their finest
garments, sharing joy and well wishes.

For me, the greatest joy was returning to my homeland
and feeling the love of the sisters at the motherhouse.
Being warmly welcomed by my sisters and extended
family made this celebration unforgettable. I relived my
childhood memories and came to deeply appreciate the
profound meaning of Tét ¢é truyén, Vietnam’s traditional
New Year. It is not just a holiday but an essential part of
every Vietnamese soul — a cultural treasure that I will carry
with me forever. Thanks be to God, forever and ever!




BEYOND

BORDERS:

SEEDS OF RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

SR, CATHERINE TERESA DUYEN ANH Bui, O.P.

Y RECENT JOURNEY TO VIETNAM

was more than just a trip; it was a
pilgrimage of the heart, a deep dive into the
mystery of vocation and the universality of
God's call. Walking alongside the vibrant
community of young women discerning
religious life at our Motherhouse, I found
myself captivated by their infectious joy and
unwavering conviction. It was a powerful
reminder that while our cultures and formation
programs may differ, the essence of vocation
remains the same: a unique and unrepeatable
invitation from God, woven into the very
fabric of each individual soul.

Despite the global decline in vocations, the
radiant faith of these young discerners filled me
with a profound sense of hope. Their eagerness
to embrace a life dedicated to God, even
amidst a world brimming with enticements,
is a testament to the enduring power of His
call and the deep yearning within the human
heart for something more. Witnessing their
courage to say "fiat" to this mysterious call, |

A LIVING

SR. MARY AUGUSTINE

SATEMPORARILY VOWED SISTER

nearing my final profession, I had the
privilege to participate in our Congregation’s
Heritage Day at the Motherhouse in Bién Hoa,
Viét Nam. Though I had studied our history
from afar, standing on the soil where our
community first took root brought that history
to life. I prayed in the same chapel where our
pioneers once knelt and listened to stories
in their native tongue. It was no longer just
knowledge. It became something I could feel
in my heart.

Early in the morning, the chapel slowly
filled with over four hundred sisters, from
the young postulants to our elderly sisters
who were well seasoned with the rhythm of
religious life. Although I came from a different
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am reminded that religious vocations should
not be understood in terms of recruitment or
numbers, but about fostering the individual
growth of each woman, nurturing the precious
seed of a religious vocation that God has
planted within her.

Though our formation programs may vary
across continents, the shared desire to cultivate
these vocations unites us. We are called to
be spiritual gardeners, tending to the soil of
each heart, providing the nourishment and
support needed for these women to flourish in
their unique paths to holiness. As I reflect on
my time in Vietnam, I am convinced that the
"drought" of vocations may indeed be a time
of preparation; a time for tilling the soil of
hearts so that when the abundant rain of God's
grace falls, the harvest will be overflowing.
Throughout this Jubilee Year of Hope, let us
pray with renewed confidence for a flourishing
of fervent, holy, genuine vocations, enriching
our Church with the unique gifts of each
woman who answers God's call.

HERITAGE

DIiEm-THU PHaMm, O.P,

culture and generation, we were united by one
vocation and one charism. It was a communion
of hearts — each sister a living thread in the
fabric of our shared story.

One of the most moving moments of
the day was the procession to the cemetery,
where more than seventy of our sisters now
rest. These are our foremothers in faith. Their
simple, quiet lives laid the foundation we now
walk upon. As we prayed at their graves, I felt
their silent presence encouraging me forward.
Their sacrifices, often hidden, continue to
shape our mission.

The day was not only solemn — it was also
joyful! We laughed, shared meals, and shared
stories with our sisters in Vietnam. Despite the
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differences in age or mission assignment, there
was a deep sense of family. We celebrated
roots, our heritage — that great treasure which
each member of the Congregation beholds and
passes on through her faithful living.

Though my formation has been in the
United States, | realized that I belong to this
larger family of the Congregation. I am part
of a sacred story that spans generations and

continents. My vocation is not mine alone,
for it is grounded in the legacy of those
who came before me and shared with those
who walk this path beside me. Each of their
witness strengthens my “fiat,” grounding it in
something far greater than myself.

This day reminded me: I am not just
visiting our heritage — I am inheriting it. And
now, [ am called to carry it forward.

DUONG VE NHA

SR. MARY MIARGARET PHAM KiM KHANH, O.P.

¢¢T\UONG VE DONG LA VAO
tim ta, diu c6 muodn tring xa.”

Giai diéu diu dang nhung dy stc manh
ay vang lén trong tdm tri con trong chuyén
hanh trinh tré vé& Viét Nam tham Hoi Dong
Me. Puoc cac So hoc vién ddi 101 va cét
tiéng hat, bai ca dy khong chi 1a 4m nhac,
ma con 1a 10i nhic nhé vé mbi gin bo thiéng
liéng giita con va Hoi Dong Me. Loi hat dy
khoi ddy trong con cam gidc 4m ap, mot su
thudc v& ma khoang cach khong thé tach roi.

Tinh Dong c6 thé cach Hoi Dong Mg hon
15,000 ciy sé — mot khoang cach tudng nhu
khong thé rut ngin néu do bang ban d6. Thé
nhung, trong chuyén di nay, con cam nhén rd
rang: khoang cach iy khong con 1a rao can.

Boi 18, Hoi Dong Me 1 “Nha” — mai am
dugc két ndi bang 11 cau nguyén, tinh huynh
dé va tinh yéu trong DPirc Kito. “Nha” khong
chi 13 noi ta dén, ma 1a noi trai tim tim thay
tinh yéu va y nghia. Chinh trong su hiép nhat
ay, con kham phé lai vé dep ctia doi song cong
doan: mdi ngudi mot nét riéng, mot hanh trinh
riéng, nhung déu quy tu trong mot ngudn mach
duy nhit — tinh yéu Thién Chtia va sit mang Pa
Minh. Nhitng gio kinh chung, bita com don so,
anh mat triu mén va nu cudi than thién — tat ca
nhu nhirng manh ghép sdng dong, tao nén birc
tranh chan hoa tinh chi em. Du 1a 1an dau gip
g3, con khong hé thidy minh 1a “khach,” ma
thuc su 1a mot phﬁn tr cua gia dinh, dugc yéu
thuong, lang nghe va cing nhau chia sé st mang.

Chuyén tham Hoi Dong Me khong chi 1a
lan ddu gip gd cac chi em, ma con la cudc
gap g0 sau xa vadi chinh can tinh Pa Minh noi
ban than. N6 gitip con thém xac tin vao on
goi, thém yéu mén doi séng thanh hién va din
than trong st mang Chua trao. Co 1€ vi tinh
than Pa Minh ludn duge cac chi em séng cach
tron ven — di & bat ctt noi dau. Tinh than éy
la ngon lura soi sang, 1a kim chi nam, hudng
ching con té1 muc dich cao ca: ton vinh Thién
Chua va thanh hoa ban than qua ba 101 khuyén
Phiic Am — khiét tinh, khé nghéo va vang 1.

Chuyén di dé lai trong con nhitng ky niém
sau sic — khong chi 1a manh ghép qua kht,
ma 13 nhip cau ndi giita qua khtr va hién tai.
Qua ting cudc gip g, 10i kinh, 4nh mit va
nu cuodi, con cam nhan ro sy hién dién séng
dong cua truyén thong, tinh yéu va doi sdng
on goi van tiép tuc lan toéa hom nay. Hon thé
nita, chinh nhiing trai nghiém ay khoi 1én trong
con niém hy vong va tin twong manh liét vao
tuong lai — noi con co thé tiép tuc trung thanh
budc di trén con duong Hoi Dong da truyén
cam hung. Con nhan ra: noi nao cé tinh yéu,
noi d6 chinh 1a nha. Tinh yéu 4y khong do
bang khoang cach hay thoi gian, ma duoc cam
nhan qua chén thanh, sé chia va trai tim rong
mo. Voi con, Ho6i Dong Me va Tinh Dong
khong chi 1a chdn dé tro vé, ma con 1a biéu
tuong cua sy hi¢p thong sau xa trong Buc Kito.

Du cudc séng c6 dua con di dau,
lam gi, con van luén xac tin: “Puong vé
Dong” s& mai 1a con duong dan vao tim
con — noi con tim thdy binh an, y nghia
va ly tuong cua doi séng nit tu Pa Minh.
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T THE 14TH ANNUAL EAST MEETS WEST GALA, WE WERE

honored to celebrate His Excellency Bishop Brendan Cahill of the
Diocese of Victoria, Texas. A longtime friend and steadfast supporter of our
sisters, His Excellency’s presence was a true blessing! Though this year’s
event had to be hosted away from our usual venue at St. Catherine’s Convent
due to our expansion project, it still brought together over 400 friends and
benefactors. Bishop Cahill’s heartfelt words and enduring encouragement
reminded us of the grace that flows through faithful friendships, and the
importance of our sisters’ academic advancement cause. We are deeply
grateful to all who continue to accompany us in our mission through their
generosity and prayers.

Trong dip Gala Péng Tay Hoi Ngg lan thir 14 nam nay, chiing con han hoan
vinh danh Dirc Cha Brendan Cahill, Giam muc Gidao phdn Victoria, Texas.
Ngai la mot vi muc tue hién lanh, nhan hdu va ciing la ngwoi ban than thiét
dd dong hanh ciing cdc chi em chiing con qua nhiéu nam. Sw hién dién ciia
Pirc Cha trong buéi Gala la mét hong dn 16n lao. Khéng chi mang dén niém
vui va sy khz’ch 1é, Pirc Cha con chia sé nhitng loi day tam huyét, nhac nhé
chung con vé gid tri ciia tinh ban trung thanh, va khuyén khich quan khdch
tzep tuc nang d& sir vu hoc hanh ciia cdc So. Dit nam nay buéi Gala khéong the
16 chike tai Tu vién Thanh Catarina nhw thwong 16 — vi céng trinh phdt trién
co so dang duoc tién hanh nhung hon 400 dn nhan va ban hitu da hién dién
chung vui, cho thdy tinh yéu thirong va long quang dai quy vi danh cho Tinh
dong chiing con rat dam sdu.
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Thank you

for truly caring

for each and every one of us.

Everything seems

-Lily more peaceful here, and the s eAe S

hope of finding who you are, and why da gip chdng con gan
you are here becomes stronger ﬁ‘ ‘ glii v6i Chda hon.

because of Christ. -Tammy

ADVENTURE RETREAT

SR. CATHERINE MARIE NGUYEN, O.P.

f A OPE SAINT JOHN PAUL II AND BLESSED PIER GIORGIO
@gd‘ Frassati both shared a love for the outdoors and its potential for spiritual
% growth. Recognizing the spiritual benefits of experiencing God in nature, they
,‘\ . : each led mountain climbing trips or hiking retreats with friends and other

young people.

Inspired by these two great saints, the Frassati Adventure retreat
aims to bring young adults "verso [’alto" (towards the heights) both
physically and spiritually. Through outdoor adventures like rock climbing,
rafting, and tyrolean traverse, combined with the

Sacraments, prayer, group sharing, and authentic
community, retreatants encounter God in nature.
Bl. Frassati’s motto captures the heart of the
experience: as participants scale the mountains,
they are reminded of the greater ascent — the journey |
toward holiness and intimacy with God. Immersed in - =
the breathtaking beauty of God’s creation, many retreatants are moved to -
deeper self-discovery, clarity of purpose, and a rekindled desire for a deeper
connection with Christ.

I, too, was filled with awe by this retreat experience. Only in the creative
mind of God could He have created something as beautiful as this. I felt @
God’s presence with us throughout the retreat, and peace filled my heartas I~ &
sensed He was at work in the retreatants’ hearts. This blend of adventure and ™
spirituality reveals the mountains not as ends in themselves, but as pathways to the
true summit: life with God.

To learn more about retreat opportunities, visit houstondominicans.org/retreats - or - scan the QR code.
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R — Through this retreat, I felt

so comfortable, so happy, so loved,
%""x_\ despite being “different.” This was because,
C4m on cic So! \e now I realized, the language barrier doesn't
For all your open, genuine, and X separate me from others. Thank you for
self-giving love that made me feel so % this happiness.
welcomed and loved. I truly felt j -Hailey
God's presence here. ?
-Audrey The retreat was

7 nothing like I expected.
- Mia

-Gift of God's Mercy-

THE VOCATION STORY OF SISTER JOSETTA THERESE, O.P.

TORIES.STORIESARE SUCH UNIQUE, CREATIVE PRODUCTS

that bear the image of the one who created them, therefore, each person is a
living story of the Creator, God Himself.

Like threads of a tapestry, God wove together the foundation of my vocation
story through my family’s rich Catholic foundation and a Catholic education. As an
adolescent, I forgot who the real Author was and began seeking to satisfy my desires
by writing my own story instead of letting God do His work.

When invited to attend a Come and See with the Dominican Sisters, I agreed with
the silent intention of proving that I had the power to write my own story, that the
religious life that had always been in the back of my mind was not the life for me.
But God threw in a plot twist. After being warned not to make deals with God since
“He always wins,” I walked into the chapel for adoration, and low and behold, made a
deal with God saying: “Lord, when I come back from confession, play me my favorite
song.” I thought, “No way it’s going to happen since the song is not even in the song
book!” After confession, I came back to a silent chapel thinking, “Yes! I’ve won!” But
after two minutes, the first chords to Cory Asbury’s “Reckless Love” struck my ears
and streams of tears began flowing down my face. I knew at that very moment, without
a doubt, that God wanted me as His own!

- Holy Thursday Adoration

I am filled with an immense sense of gratitude and awe at how God has led me to
Himself, my Bridegroom and my All. God continues to unravel the mystery of who I
am and who He is every day of my life. Please pray for me as I continue to live out the
story of God’s love in my life. I encourage you to also allow God to write your own

story. Trust Him! He’s the greatest Author there is!

Sr. Josetta Thérese made her first profession of vows in 2024 and is currently
studying at the University of St. Thomas (Houston).
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Abounding

nHOPE!

Romans 1513

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 2025

PHOTO ALBUM

{houstondominicans.org/photoalbums}

1. Sisters travel to the Nuns' Monastary in Lufkin,
Texas to celebrate Sr. Mary Margaret's Silver Jubilee.

2. St. Catherine feastday luncheon at Mary
Immaculate Preschool.

3. Religious sisters in the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston gather to promote vocations.

4. Sisters in the San Jose area attended a Vietnamese
Eucharistic Youth Movement camp receive their
chaplain scarves.

5. Sr. Monica Vianney and Sr. Mary Martin share
their vocation stories with the young ladies in
Austin, Texas.

6. Catching up with the Dominican friars of St.
Martin de Porres Province.

7. Sister Amata Veritas giving a Confirmation talk
in Virgina.

8. The elderly sisters take on a new task: a daily Holy
Hour to pray for vocations and sisters in ministry.

9. Fr. Christopher Meyer blesses the St. Joseph Altar.

10. Mr. and Mrs. Tinh Trinh, President of the
Vocation Support Association, celebrates their
Golden Wedding Anniversary.

11. Sr. Marie Fidelis completes her Master degree in
Early Childhood Education from the University of
Houston in Clearlake, Texas.

12. Sisters making a pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart
Co-Cathedral during the Jubilee Year.

13. Sisters attending an education conference for
professional development hours.

14. Newly ordained Fr. Tam Nguyén, O.P. imparts
his priestly blessings.

15. Sister Mary Hyacinth gives a talk to teachers on
their in-service day.

16. Sisters assist with the Kairos II retreat for youth-
leaders at Camp Allen.
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SR. BERNADETTE NGUYEN, O.P.

CLUTCHING ONTO MY WORN ROSARY BEADS
and dodging groups of noisy tourists on the uneven
cobblestones, the blaring police sirens startle me and
quickly bring me back to reality. I am actually here! This
all seems like a dream. I am in the Eternal City— a place
filled with layers upon layers of ancient history and the
great witness of Christians who unwaveringly professed
their faith.

Inever dared to dream that I would receive the precious
gift of being in Rome, even for a day, much less during
the Jubilee Year of the Church. My journey to the Eternal
City is no accident by any stretch of the imagination. This
opportunity during this particular season of my life has
been ordained by God in His wondrous plans for me. I
often find myself passing through the Imperial Forum
on my daily walks to school, stumbling upon historical
landmarks and famous statues and seeing iconic structures
unfold before my eyes. And with unexpected ease of

18 | BLAZING TORCH

access, I am able to visit St. Peter’s Basilica and the
countless churches in Rome where many of the saints, my
predecessors in faith, once graced these spaces with their
presence while here in the Eternal City.

During a conversation a few months ago, the following
question was posed: “Sister, what brings you to Rome this
year of all years?” When I think about it, that is truly a
great question. What brings me here? Is it the tender belief
of my mother who was a convert to Catholicism or perhaps
the faith of my ancestor, St. DaMinh Nhi, a martyr from
the Christian persecution of the 1800s in Central Tonkin,
Vietnam? Was it my parents’ heartbreaking decision
to perilously flee their beloved homeland in search of
freedom? Or perhaps it was my Provincial’s willingness
to grant her approval to my bold request? Why am I here?

After years of ministry, I arrived in early October
2024 with wide-eyed amazement, nervousness and
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exhaustion beyond capacity. It was my first time to live
abroad for an extended period of time away from dear
friends, my beloved family, and my vibrant religious
community. Everything was new to me-the language,
the culture, the environment. Rome welcomed me with
plentiful scaffolding, dust, and chaos in preparation for
the upcoming Jubilee Year in the Church.

Yet in the past months, a transformation has taken
place. The statues, fountains, and historical buildings
throughout the city have broken through their scaffolding
and been restored to their original beauty. The Church has
welcomed many groups of excited and joy-filled pilgrims
from all corners of the world to the heart of the Catholic

Church for the Jubilee celebration of Artists, Health
care workers, Teenagers, Marching Bands, People with
Disabilities...and recently, for the funeral for our Holy
Father, Pope Francis, and the Conclave for the election of
the 267th Roman Pontiff, Pope Leo XIV.

I never imagined I would have the privilege to study
at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas where
Theological giants once received their formation, to pray
at Gemelli Hospital or participate in the nightly rosaries at
St. Peter’s Square for our Holy Father Francis in his time
of grave illness. Who would have thought I would be a
participant in the history of our Church right in St. Peter’s
Square? Witnessing the cloud of white smoke billowing
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from the smokestack atop the Sistine Chapel, joining in the
jubilant rejoicing, and feeling my own tears and seeing it in
everyone else’s eyes clearly showed me that a hope filled
transformation has taken place and continues to take place
within the Church and deep within my own heart.

I am a living witness to transformation. Not only am I no
longer afraid to walk and cross the streets of Rome, my spirit
has been renewed and my heart is full again. The classes
and community at the Angelicum (Pontifical University
of St. Thomas Aquinas-Rome), and the classroom of the
Eternal city with the saints’ witness of their lives, are part
of the spiritual heritage that have renewed and refilled me.
Most importantly, it has been a transformation of healing
and of hope that has been manifested through prayer and
rest, study and fellowship during my time in the Eternal
City.

In response to the question posed to me back on that
cold December evening, I say that God’s abiding love and
abundant grace has led me to Rome during this Jubilee Year
with hope and graces unbounded.
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([éfﬂlbﬂ -0/( lLA‘ﬂ Sr. Caterina Trene Nam My Fo Truong (right)
Sr. Grace Imelda Teresa M Foa Trin (second left)

%ﬂ@ lbllf ﬂﬂﬁﬁ Sr. Mary Consolata Diana Dicm Mi Pham (left)

Front left to right: . Puulina Therese Kim AnkVa, OP., Sr. Mary Martin My Oank Tran, O.P. Sr._Tmelda Thérése
Nhung Pham, O.P., Fr.Cajetan Cuddy, O.P.,  Sr. Mary Monica Ngoc Tram&a, O.P., Sr. Mary Grace Hallie Fuyen Trin,
OP.. Sr. Marie Fidelis AiNhi Lo, O P

Middle left to right: Sr. Mary Dolores Angela Fiéwe Pham, O.P., Sr._Amata Veritas Khink Ny Lam, O.P., Sr. Rose Martin
?{Wnyo[é, OP. Sr. Monica Rosario 7\9.0& Vien Tran, O.P, Sr. Cecilia Johin Bosco jﬂnmfer%m PDink, OP, Sr. ﬂ/[my
Gemma Thio Fien Nawyen, O.FP., Sr. Grace Marie Dicm Owugnk Dink, O.P.,  Sr. Josetta Theérése Xudn-INhi Nauyen, O.P.
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Fepetual Profession of Religious Vouws

Sr. Mary Augustine Diem-Thie Pham, O.P.
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Jl@ﬂn/uﬁz&eaf Sr. Maria Theresa Thisy oLicn Phiam, O

Sr. Rosemary Ngoc Digy Nywyin, O.P. v
i # Sr. Rose Catherine Trang Diem FHoang, O.P. f
Religious Frofession S Prstie KoV in Pham, OP
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TIEU SU NU TU MAGDALENA PHAM TH] LANH

NGAY 25 THANG O3, 19530 ~— NGAY O6 THANG O5 NAM 2025

U TU MAGDALENA PHAM THI LANH CHAO DOI VAO
ngay L& Me Truyén Tin, ngay 25 thang Ba nim 1930 tai TAn Hung,
Thai Binh - Bac Viét. Chi 1a con é&p 1t trong gia dinh c6 12 anh chi em.

Nam 1967 chi Magdalena Lanh gia nhép tap vién Hoi Dong Da Minh
Thénh Tam tai HS Nai va dugc diém phiic khan 1an ddu ngay 29 thang 4
nam 1969. Nam 1975, khi dang phuc vu tai Phudc Tinh, chi cing mot $b
chi em va doan ngudi vuot bién va dinh cu tai Hoa Ky. Chi Magdalena
duoc tuyén khan tron doi ngay 8 thang 8 nim 1978 tai nha tho St. Vincent
de Paul — Houston, Texas.

.

Chi Magdalena 1a mot trong cac chi tién khoi dit nén mong xay dung
Tinh dong va 1a mot tong dd 1udn san sang 1én duong. Chi phuc vu nhimng
noi sau: Tu s& Pic Me Fatima, Port Arthur, Texas; chi phu trach nha
may tai Tu vién Thanh Catarina, Houston, Texas; Tu s& Thanh Martind &
Palacios, Texas, va vé lai vé6i cong vi¢c nha may tai Tu vién Tryu s¢ Thanh
Catarina.

Déng chi héng mong doi cung v6i Me Maria, da dén don chij vé hiép
hoan véi cac Ngai, sau khi chi em doc Chudi Long Thuong X6t va hat kinh Salve va O Lumen, pho linh hon cho
chi. Cudc doi chi nit tu kha 41 Magdalena Lanh, véi 95 nam tai duong thé va 56 nam khan dong, da dugc khép lai
nhe nhang vao ngay 06 thang 05 nam 2025.

IR =
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HEART-TO-HEART

CONVERGAZIONS

SR. MonNicA VIANNEY LE, O.P.

ETURNING FROM CHRISTMAS BREAK, DURING

work time in the atrium, kindergartners Hudson and Miles
were quietly working together at the rosary board. They took turns
placing the beads while praying the Hail Mary.

After a while, Hudson suggested, “Hey, we just celebrated
Christmas. Should we pray ‘Happy Birthday, Jesus’ instead of the
Hail Mary?” Miles smiled and agreed. So, with every bead, they
joyfully prayed, “Happy Birthday, Jesus. Happy Birthday, Jesus.
Happy Birthday, Jesus...” instead.

Suddenly, Hudson paused and looked up at me. “Sister,” he said, “I
asked my mom, ‘Who made God?’ She didn’t know the answer. She
told me to ask you.”

I looked at him with a smile and replied, “Hudson, I think your
mom knows the answer, but she wants you to discover it yourself.”

He shrugged, grinning. “I don’t know. Please tell me!”
I asked him a question: “Look around this atrium. Who made all these materials?”
Without hesitation, he said, “You.”

I nodded. “Right. Am [ more powerful than these materials?”

He nodded again. ’
“Now, who made me?” I asked. ¢ '
“God, of course,” he said confidently. i 3
“So God must be more powerful than me, right?” \\ . &
“Right.” \

Then I challenged him: “If someone made God, that someone would
have to be even more powerful than God, right?”

At that moment, Miles — who had been listening the whole time —
chimed in: “NO ONE!”

Hudson’s eyes lit up, and he gave me the most satisfied smile I’ve ever seen.

.
“Yes,” he agreed. T >
b

Children show us how beautiful it is to be curious and to ask deep questions. They find joy in discovering answers for
themselves, turning ordinary moments into meaningful adventures. As they explore the world around them, they remind us

that learning is full of joy, wonder, and even mystery. Their enthusiasm teaches us that not knowing something can be the
beginning of something extraordinary.

Many of these Conversations with Children moments occur in a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Atrium.

To learn more about the program at our preschool, please visit maryimmpreschool.org or scan the QR code.
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HOI DONG NU PA MINH - TINH DONG PUC MARIA VO NHIEM

DOMINICAN VOCATION SPONSORS ASSOCIATION
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"“Every day, my love for the mountains grows more and more.
If my studies permitted, 1'd spend whole days in the mountains
contemplating the Creator’s greatness in that pure air."

ST. PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT
HOUSTONDOMINICANS.ORG




