
ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  

April 26, 2015—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO OUR PARISH! 
We are so pleased that you chose to celebrate with us this weekend. We warmly 
invite you to active participation in our liturgical celebration. Please feel free to 
approach one of our Ministers of Hospitality if you are in need of any assistance. No 
matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, your current family or 
marital situation, your past or present religious affiliation; no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or color; no 
matter what your self-image or self-esteem: YOU are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York. 

The mission of St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
is to inspire, engage, and nurture our community through 

worship, witness, and service. 

La misión de la parroquia de Sta. Catalina es  

inspirar, cuidar y motivar la participación de nuestra 
comunidad a través del culto, testimonio y servicio. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

St. Catherine of Siena Church is a Tompkins County Living Wage Employer 

CLIMATE CHANGE PRIMER FOR CATHOLICS: FROM SCIENCE TO SOCIAL JUSTICE
  

Pope Francis recently said, “The effective struggle against global warming will only be possible with a 
responsible collective answer, that goes beyond particular interests and behavior and is developed free of political 
and economic pressures.” The Holy Father’s concern for the environment represents a call for all of us to 
understand better how climate change works, what the human factors are, and who will stand to lose the most. 

Why should anyone be worried about “global climate change” when the evidence for natural changes in climate 
is all around us? After all, the Finger Lakes play silent witness to the action of 
glaciers that not too long ago scoured out this part of New York State. And why 
should carbon dioxide, which is so good for plants and such a small part of our air, 
be of any concern? What is the evidence that humans are behind the measured 
increase in carbon dioxide and other so-called “greenhouse gases”? What’s a 
“hockey stick graph” and why is it controversial? And, if all this stuff climate 
scientists are saying turns out to be true, isn’t it better for us here in Ithaca to have 
shorter winters anyway?  

We live in one of the most technologically advanced nations on Earth, one that 
sent astronauts to the moon and pioneered the “digital revolution.”  As 
Americans, we owe it to ourselves and to the rest of the world to be educated 

about the science underlying complex issues. And as Catholics we need to look beyond our own needs and 
desires to those of our brothers and sisters—everywhere—who do not have the resources that we do to respond 
to environmental threats and catastrophes.  

St. Catherine’s parishioner Dr. Jonathan Lunine, author of the textbook Earth: Evolution of a Habitable World 
(Cambridge University Press, 2013) will present an easy-to-understand briefing on the science behind climate 
change on Sunday, May 3, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. in the Parish Center. Time will be available to discuss informally 
the social justice aspects of the issue. This presentation is sponsored by the Peace and Justice Committee in 
response to Earth Day (April 22) and Pope Francis’ upcoming encyclical on ecology and the environment. 

Jonathan Lunine was recently awarded the prestigious Jean-Dominique Cassini Medal by the European 
Geosciences Union, given to scientists who have achieved exceptional international standing in planetary and 
space sciences. He is the first American-born scientist to receive the medal. Congratulations! 

 



MINISTRY TEAM 
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Marcoux, fmarcoux@dor.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Ann Marie Eckert, ameckert@dor.org 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Sherry Scanza, sherry.scanza@gmail.com 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation 
Ashley Blank, ablank@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 
Patricia Sipple, psipple@dor.org 
 

Communications Coordinator 
Jane Bonassar, jbonassar@dor.org 
 

Director of Finance & Administration 
Lawrence Wasser, lwasser@dor.org 
 

Bookkeeper 
Susan Dean, sdean@dor.org 
 

Organist 
Erika Vrabel-Linsdell 
 

Administrative Assistant 
June Haynor, istcathe@dor.org 
 

Maintenance Technician 
Jerome Srb 
 

Housekeeper 
Diane Tordel 
 

TRUSTEES 
Frank Fetsko, Kristin Campagnolo 
 

COUNCIL CHAIRS 
Pastoral Council: Eileen Gravani 
Finance Council: Joe Kiely 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish community! Registration packets 
are available at all Church entrances and at the office.  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Sister Parish 
We enjoy an ongoing exchange of people and prayer with 
St. Anthony’s in the Dominican Republic. Donations to 
the “loose change bowls” located at each Church entrance 
provide meals and education for over 100 children at the 
parish daycare center.  
 

Almsgiving 
10% or more of all donations we receive go to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Clothing for the Needy 
Clean used clothing in good condition accepted 24/7 at 
the shed adjacent to the parking lot. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 & 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in Spanish: 4th Sunday of the month, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
Monday: 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. 
Brookdale Senior Living: 4th Tuesday of the month, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Accommodations: 
Gluten-reduced hosts are available; notify a staff member. 
Personal listening receivers are available from the Sacristy. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation 
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment 
 

Infant Baptisms 
We’re so happy about the new addition to your family. 
Parents participate in a preparation program prior to baptism. 
Please contact the office three months prior to the baptism. 
 

Marriage 
Congratulations on your engagement! As with the other 
sacraments, prior preparation is necessary. Please contact the 
office at least six months before the wedding. 
 

Anointing of the Sick/Visitation  
Please contact the office for arrangements for individual 
anointing or for a visitation to someone who is sick or 
homebound. For emergencies after hours, please call Fr. Joe at 
585-747-3649. Families should alert the Parish Office when 
family members are in the hospital. Hospitals are no longer 
able to provide parishes with this information. If you would 
like to have someone prayed for at Mass and/or added to the 
Prayer Corner in the bulletin, we invite you to call the Parish 
Office at 257-2493.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
For information on becoming Catholic, or questions about the 
Catholic faith, contact Ann Marie Eckert.  
 

Holy Orders 
For information about vocations, contact Carol Dady with the 
Diocesan Office of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or 
vocations@dor.org. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 
Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
 

Rosary 
Fridays at 5 p.m. in the Church 
 

Prayer Groups 
Centering Prayer and Ignatian Prayer Groups meet 
throughout the month. Small Christian Communities also 
meet weekly. For more information, call Ann Marie Eckert. 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
302 St. Catherine Circle, Ithaca, New York 14850 

607-257-2493 
www.stcathofsiena.org  /  www.facebook/stcatherinesithaca 

Office Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. (closed for lunch at 1 p.m.) 
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            STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider giving to the CMA. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Today 
Acts 4:8-12; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 
 

Next Sunday 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 
 

 
“‘I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 
I will lay down my life for the sheep.’” (Jn 10:14-15) 
 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold in prayer those who are sick: 

Mary Pellicciotti, Beth Brunelle, Monique Morse, 
Mary Millier, Dageiry Minaya Custodio, Hania 
Zeglin, Cheryl Robinson, Mick Linsdell, Florence 
Ricciuti, Jonathan Davis, Maria Rabb, Camille 
Tarranto, Betty Bromberick, Nora Hardy, Jossie 
Brissee, Joyce Tessier, Mary Ellen Carollo, Gail 
Cooney, and Giana Lesselrott. 
 

Please hold in prayer those who have died in the 
peace of Christ: 
Laurie Donnelly (sister-in-law of Margaret 
DeGaetano) 

    WHAT’S HAPPENING—APRIL 27–MAY 3 

Monday, April 27 
5:30 p.m. MASS: Marjorie Proctor by Jeannie Barnaba 
Tuesday, April 28 
10:15 a.m. BROOKDALE MASS 
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
7:00 p.m. Shawl Ministry 
Wednesday, April 29 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Mary Gilligan by the Family of Mary & Jim 
 Gilligan 
7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, April 30 
9:30 a.m. Meeting Christ in Prayer 
6:00 p.m. First Eucharist Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir  
Friday, May 1 
9:00 a.m. MASS: The Topoleski Children by Leonard & Janice 
 Topoleski 
9:30 a.m. Strength Training 
 

Friday, May 1 (continued) 
9:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
10:30 a.m. Benediction 
5:30 p.m. First Eucharist Rehearsal 
Saturday, May 2—First Communion 
9:00 a.m. AA 
4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. MASS: Jean Mailhot by Leonard & Janice Topoleski 
Sunday, May 3—First Communion 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Karen Tarantine by Denise & Allan Lentini 
9:15 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
10:15 a.m. Climate Change Presentation 
11:30 a.m. MASS: Thomas C. Bailey by Mary Lou Bailey-
 Smith 
4:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 
4:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 
 
 

OFFERTORY INCOME, April 19, 2015 

Collection: $5,649 

EFT Donations: $6,457 

Mailed-in Donations: $520 

TOTAL: $12,626 

WEEKLY BUDGET: $10,577 

VARIANCE:  + $2,049 

Dominican Republic Bowls: $244 
Dominican Republic Bowls Weekly Budget: $250 
Variance:  - ($6) 



 

 

Parish-Wide Opportunities 
 

MINISTRY FAIR PREVIEW 
Each year around Pentecost, we offer the opportunity 
for our parishioners to learn more about the 
ministries and organizations of St. Catherine’s and 
how they can get involved. We will be hosting our 
Ministry Fair on May 30–31 after all of the Masses. 
For the next five weeks, you will hear more about 
some of the ministries through short witness talks at 
the end of Masses, and learn more about all of our 
ministries through inserts in the bulletin. We invite 
you to use this information to discern where you can 
make a difference in the coming year. If you are 
already involved, this is a good chance to discern 
whether you wish to continue in your particular 
ministry. If you are looking for a way to get involved, 
you will have lots of opportunities to hear about how 
involvement in particular ministries is life-giving and 
fulfilling. We look forward to helping each of you 
find a good match for your gifts and interests.  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE PRESENTATION 
Dr. Jonathan Lunine will present an easy-to-
understand briefing on the science behind climate 
change on Sunday, May 3, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. in 
the Parish Center. Please see the front cover for more 
information.  
 

PORTAL DE BELÉN PICTURES 
When our young people were in the Dominican 
Republic, they took on the task of taking a picture of 
each of the 200+ children at the Portal. These pictures 
were developed and brought back to the D.R. by the 

adults and distributed to the 
young people. We invite you to 
see the front page of our website 
for a short video of the children’s 
reaction to receiving a picture of 
themselves. It is quite inspiring! 

This weekend, each family is invited to take home a 
picture of one of the Portal children. We invite you to 
put the picture on your refrigerator or kitchen table, 
to read about the child, and most important, to pray 
for him or her. The children at the Portal are a huge 
part of our parish mission, and each of us can make a 
big difference through a very small donation.  
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PASTORAL  VISITORS TRAINING DAY 
On Saturday, May 9, from 9 a.m.–12 p.m., St. 
Catherine’s will be hosting a training day for our 
pastoral visitors. Pastoral visitors are those who visit 
the sick, the homebound, and those who are living in 
nursing homes. All are invited to consider being a 
part of this vital and life-giving ministry, and all are 
welcome to attend this training—whether you are 
currently involved in this ministry, hope to be in the 
future, or wish to attend for your own life situation.  
 

UNITE CAMPAIGN 
This week we put in the mail a letter of confirmation 
to all of you who have contributed to the Unite 
campaign, outlining the ways that you can fulfill that 
contribution over the next three years. If you plan on 
using EFT (electronic fund transfer) or a credit card, 
we ask that you return the 
enclosed form to us at your 
earliest convenience. As you 
may know, we are still about 
$200,000 short of our goal, a 
goal which will allow us to 
build a fully functional kitchen 
within the new parish center. 
We encourage all parish families who have not yet 
made their pledge to do so in the coming weeks. All 
contributions are appreciated. Commitment cards are 
available in the Church and in the Parish Center, or 
pledges can be made directly to Fr. Joe at 
fmarcoux@dor.org.  
 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PARTY 
If you have volunteered at St. Catherine’s in any 
capacity during this past year, please 
come to our Volunteer Appreciation 
Party on Monday, May 18, from 7–9 

p.m. in the Parish Center (no 
volunteers needed for this event!). It 
is a fun evening of food, drink, 
stories, and laughter. Volunteers of 
all ages are welcome! Please mark your calendars and 
plan to come. 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Our Lost and Found bin is overflowing! Please check 
the bin (in the hallway of the Parish Center) for your 
items. Everything remaining after May 3 will be 
donated. Many thanks for your cooperation. 
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200 CLUB  
Our 200 Club Dinner is taking place this weekend, on 
Saturday, April 25. The dinner will include stories, 
pictures, and videos from Monte Plata and a 
wonderful chance to celebrate the good work that the 
200 Club has done through the years. At the dinner, 
we will pick the final winners of the 200 Club 
drawings. In the coming weeks, we will announce the 
total contribution that will be sent to the D.R. this 
year. This contribution will be in addition to the 
computers, LCD projectors, internet cables, and other 
equipment we brought down and installed during the 
adult trip in March. This week was our last weekly 
drawing. Congratulations to our winners: Paula 
Twomey, Bill Perkins, and Bonita Lindberg! 
 

WELCOME! 
Please join us in welcoming these newly registered 
members of our community: Jared & Amanda Backus 
and their children, Garret, Grace, & Gavin; Thomas Blaser; 
Scott & Mandi Breigle and their children, Adelyn & Riley; 
Marta Castelhano & Ricardo De Matos; Mike & Denise 
Daniel; Alexander Devers; Chuck & Cris Donovan and 
their children, Thomas & Reilly; Valerie Githinji and her 
children, Ayden Grace & Anabelle; Barbara Hoyt; Thomas 
& Pamela Ink; Catherine Jenes-Nemeth & Steve Nemeth 
and their children, Phillip & Christopher; Julia Kern; 
Gustavo Licon & Sandra Bruno; Daniel & Michelle Mazza 
and their daughter, Augusta; Loisanne Thomas; and 
Aimee Turner and her children, Thomas, Ronald, & Paul. 
Welcome back to the following former parishioners: 
Paul & Diahann Hesler and their children, Rae & Ari; and 
Peter & Karen Parkes and their children, Benjamin, 
Andrew, & Nicholas.  We’re so glad you are here! 
 

LANGUAGES NEEDED FOR PENTECOST  
If you speak a language other than English (native-
born or through study) and are willing to read a 
petition during Mass on Pentecost (May 23–24), 
please let Ann Marie know at 257-2493 or 
ameckert@dor.org. We would love to have a variety 
of languages and readers for each of the Masses that 
weekend. You will need to translate the petition from 
English into the language you speak.  
 

CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOL CONFERENCE 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary Buffalo Homeschool 
Conference will be held at the Millennium Hotel, 
Cheektowaga, on Thursday, June 4, from 12–6 p.m. 
Admission is free and preregistration is not required. 
See www.ihmconference.org. 
 

Adult Faith News  
 

LIFE AND FAITH SESSIONS 
Our final Life and Faith Session of this year will take 
place this Sunday, April 26, when Kerry Curran will 
be presenting on Fr. Ron Rolheiser’s 
Four Nonnegotiable Pillars of a 
Christian Spirituality. Come and 
learn more about these four 
important pillars of what it means 
to be a Christian and how we can 
each live them out in our own lives. 
It will be held in Room 3 of the Parish Center, from 
10:15–11:15 a.m.  
 

SPRING SCRIPTURE STUDY 
All are welcome to join in a six-week Scripture Study 
on Parables of the Kingdom. Using the Little Rock 
Scripture Study program, participants will grow in 
their understanding of how Jesus used parables (full 
of familiar images and experiences to his audience) to 
challenge people to see things in new ways. Some of 
Jesus’ most memorable teachings were delivered as 
parables, and participants in this Scripture Study will 
have the chance to explore those teachings and their 
meaning for our lives. Scripture Study will take place 
on Thursday evenings, beginning on Ascension 

Thursday, May 14, at 7 p.m.  Those interested are 
invited to join together for a pizza dinner after the 
5:45 p.m. Mass and before the first session. The cost 
for the books is $20. Those interested should contact 
Carla Marceau at carla.marceau@gmail.com to 
register or to find out more about the program. 
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AN INVITATION FROM SR. MARY 
Friends, 2015 marks my 50th year as a Sister of 
St. Joseph—all years marked by great joy and 
experiences of God's faithfulness. My years 
among the wonderful St. Catherine’s 
community were among my most memorable. 
If you will be in town on Saturday, July 25, 
please join me for a festive Mass at 1 p.m. at St. 
Catherine’s Church. Your presence would add 
to my joy.  Refreshments will follow in the 
Parish Center.  

—Sr. Mary O’Brien 
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From the Book of Lucia Younger 

Lucia was one of the 12 youth who participated in the Youth Trip to the D.R. in February. Here is her reflection 
on the experience.  

In English class they teach you about metaphors. Here is Merriam Webster’s official definition of a metaphor: a 
word or phrase for one thing that is used to refer to another thing in order to show or suggest that they are 
similar. Now, you may be wondering why some teenager is teaching you about grammar. Well, on our second 
day in the Dominican Republic we were asked to describe our experience in one word. I chose surreal, but upon 
further thought, picked roller coaster. The Dominican Republic was a roller coaster: of emotions, health issues 
(for some), and experiences.  

Now depending on how much of a roller coaster–loving person you are, you have different reactions. To start 
your roller coaster experience, you stand in line for what seems like an eternity. You start to question your 
choice of roller coaster as it looms above you and you observe the faces of the people exiting the ride. And then 
before you know it, it is your turn to get on that roller coaster, and you get plopped in the front. You sit in your 
seat and buckle up, anxiously waiting. Then that bone–jarring jolt of the brakes lifting makes all of the 
nervousness and second guesses jump to your throat. But it’s too late now—you’re stuck on this ride. You start 
that steady incline toward your first drop, desperately trying to choke down your nerves and be brave. You feel 
jittery and anxious. You don’t know what your stomach is going to do. And then you drop—an unplanned leap 
of faith, a fall that you cannot control. You flail and try to get a grip, but it’s useless. Your body, mind, and soul 
are in the hands of other people.  

Granted my metaphor does have its flaws—you don’t normally befriend all the people who ride your roller 
coaster and cry when you leave the amusement park. However, the Dominican Republic has shaped my life in 
an unforgettable way. I have made so many new friends, and learned so much about myself. The Sisters never 
failed to amaze me. They work endlessly to achieve so much in Monte Plata. They are the wind that bends the 
grass. You don’t think twice about saying no to Sister Iris—you know it is not an option. The children and youth 
there were so welcoming to us, strangers entering their home. They guided me, a confused alien, through the 
twists and turns of a new place. They kept me safe.  

Some memories from the trip: waking up to the call of a rooster and falling asleep aided by the crickets; seeing 
the sun for the first time in six months and spending time with their youth during a thunderstorm; making up 
new ridiculous games and making new friends. Nothing will ever beat the feeling I got when I walked into a 
classroom of young children and was hugged by each one. Not even the best metaphor can describe this trip. 
There is no way to describe meeting the family who hosted me, seeing the poverty and wishing I had done more 
in the past, meeting the children at the Portal, or holding the hand of a child who puts so much trust in me. Me! 
They confided in me, they loved me, and they don’t even know that there is so much that can still be done.  

As I exited my roller coaster, the bittersweet farewell was unbearable. It affected everyone differently. Saying 
goodbye to the people who had guided me through this experience and shaped me as a person was 
indescribable. All that was left to do once I left was reminisce. I can tell you that nothing will ever beat looking 
into the eyes of the smiling child in my lap, or dancing mindlessly and messing up (a lot), or seeing everything 
there and just taking it in. Nothing will ever beat being on that roller coaster. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

May 2/3 First Communion 
May 3  Climate Change Presentation 
May 18  Volunteer Appreciation Party 
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Children’s/Youth Ministry 
 

“IN THE LOOP” WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
This weekend High School Youth Ministry members 
will be participating in an exciting scavenger hunt to 
answer questions about their faith and parish using 
online resources! Using personal, internet-ready 
devices, teams compete to complete tasks and answer 
clues to win the scavenger hunt.  Ashley Blank will be 
leading this session and a parent volunteer will be 
assisting.  Since this is the last Sunday of the month, 
we will be celebrating April birthdays and eating 
pizza. HSYM will not meet the following two 
Sundays, May 3 and 10, due to First Eucharist 
weekend and Mother’s Day.  Sessions will resume on 
Sunday, May 17, with a session that invites our high 
schoolers’ fathers to join in. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 
Middle School Youth Ministry will meet this weekend 
to participate in a session designed to inspire 
participants to change the world by practicing “acts of 
random kindness.” They will use clips from the 
popular movie Evan Almighty to help generate 
discussion and ideas.  Erica Pirolli will be leading this 
session. Since this is the last Sunday of April, we will 
be celebrating April birthdays and eating pizza. 
MSYM will not meet the following two Sundays, May 
3 and 10, due to First Eucharist weekend and 
Mother’s Day.  Sessions will resume on Sunday, May 
17, when our middle schoolers will get to know Pope 
Francis a little better. 
 

NO FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS MAY 3 
Due to the First Eucharist Masses next weekend, there 
will be no Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW), 
Children’s Faith Formation (CFF), Middle School 
Youth Ministry (MSYM), or High School Youth 
Ministry (HSYM) on May 3. We hope that by not 
meeting for these sessions, we will allow all of the 
children of our parish to celebrate this sacrament with 
our 31 communicants.  
 

 

MAY CROWNING—MAY 10  
You are invited to join us for our May Crowning of 
Mary after the 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 10. The 
ceremony will take place in front of the Church, 
weather permitting, or inside the Church if necessary. 
Families are invited to bring flowers to contribute in 
honor of Mary. There will be no Faith Formation 
sessions on this day so that all of our children can 
attend and participate in this ceremony honoring 
Mary. 
 

Stewardship Opportunities 
 

COLLECTION FOR APRIL—SOAP FOR HOPE 
During the month of April we will once again be 
participating in the Soap for Hope campaign here in 
the Ithaca area. This campaign supports Catholic 
Charities and provides much-needed personal 
hygiene items to those in need. 
Please bring any of the following 
items to Church during the month 
of April and deposit them in the 
bins at the door: diapers, feminine 
hygiene products, bar soap, 
shampoo and conditioner, razors, 
deodorant, hand lotion, Q-Tips, paper towels, toilet 
paper, cleaning supplies (kitchen and bath), sponges. 
Additionally, we invite all parishioners to donate 
nonperishable food items to the Food Pantry. The 
food pantry baskets at the doors are always available 
for your donations.  
 

HELP WITH ENGLISH 
Sicong Tan recently moved here from China. She 
contacted our parish hoping someone from our 
community would be willing to help her practice and 
learn English. If you can help, please contact her at 
607-793-8720. Many thanks. 
 

DIOCESAN SOCIAL MINISTRY CONFERENCE     
All are invited to attend our Diocesan Social Ministry 
Conference on Saturday, May 9, 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m., at 
the Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua. Join 
with others from around the diocese to learn, share,  
and enrich your social ministry. Registration is $15. 
Register at www.stbernards.edu under “Continuing 
Education and Special Events,” or contact Laurie 
Konwinski  at  272 -5062,  ext .  12 ,  or 
LKonwinski@dor.org.   
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Peace and Justice Ministries 
 

 

 

 
The following are some of the ways in which St. 
Catherine’s Parish strives to meet the needs of our 
brothers and sisters within our community and 
throughout the world. Individuals and families are 
invited to participate in any of the following ongoing or 
one-time events that happen throughout the year.  
 

Clothing Drop-Off Box. St. Catherine’s hosts a 
clothing drop-off box in our parking lot where 
individuals can bring used clothing. Parishioners also 
help to sort and bag the clothing that is donated each 
month.  
 
CRS Rice Bowl. Families and individuals of the parish 
are encouraged, during Lent, to make personal 
sacrifices in order to support the works of CRS 
(Catholic Relief Services). Rice Bowls are distributed 
to all the children and youth in faith formation and to 
parishioners. Additional monies are raised during our 
Lenten Simple Suppers in support of CRS.  
 
Feed My Starving Children. 
The churches of Ithaca 
work together to host a 
Feed My Starving Children 
Mobile Pack in September. 
This includes a weekend of 
2-hour shifts to package 
food that is sent overseas. 
Individuals and families are 

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
Outreach and Service 

St. Catherine’s is committed to living out the Gospel imperative to serve our brothers  

and sisters in need—here at the parish, in our community, and throughout the world.   

Dominican Republic  
 

St. Catherine’s has a long-standing and important relationship 
with the Portal de Belén School and the Missionary Sisters of 
Jesus in the Dominican Republic.  This includes the following:  
 

 Portal de Belén. The parish supports over 200 children in the 
Portál de Belén (daycare, nursery school, and elementary 
school) through donation bowls at the doors of the Church. 
We send $1,000 a month in support of this ministry.  

 

 The 200 Club. This fund-raising club chooses a special project 
to fund each year—a way of bringing about change in the 
lives of our brothers and sisters in the Dominican Republic. 
We have built wells and latrines, purchased a school bus, 
helped with home improvement projects, supported 
teacher’s salaries, and many other projects. The 200 Club 
consists of 200 people purchasing a $100 ticket. This ticket 
provides opportunities to win money through weekly raffles 
and to participate in the 200 Club dinner.  

 

 Cultural Exchanges. About 
every two years, the Missionary 
Sisters come to St. Catherine’s 
to help us understand their 
work, tell us stories of the 
children, discuss current needs, 
and learn about educational 
resources/programs here in the 
United States. Additionally, St. Catherine’s sends youth and 
adults to the Dominican Republic regularly, to engage in 
service work, participate in activities with the children and 
youth, and learn more about the community in the D.R.  

 
There are three committees that support this relationship with 
the Missionary Sisters of Jesus and the Portal de Belén. These 
committees are always looking for new members.  
  
 DR Development Committee. Direct and manage Dominican 

Republic–related parish activities such as fund-raising, 
communication, and educational efforts. Oversee the parish-
sponsored trips for adults to the D.R. and the visits of the 
Missionary Sisters to Ithaca. 

 

 200 Club Committee. The 200 Club Committee oversees the 
raffles, dinner, and marketing of this fund-raising effort.      

      

 D.R. Youth Trip Committee. Help plan and coordinate the bi-
annual trip for youth, including fund-raising.  

      
 

Peace and Justice Committee 
This committee works to help the parish 
community understand justice issues, become 
involved in charity and service, and advocate for 
the needs of others. They arrange for discussions, 
movies, and presentations to help the community 
learn; collections and service activities to help the 
parish engage in charity; and petition and 
advocacy campaigns to help bring about change in 
our world.  This committee meets monthly in 
addition to planning and implementing programs 
and activities. 



 

 

Flowers for Birthright. Birthright is a nonprofit in 
Ithaca that serves pregnant women and moms 
throughout our area. Each Mother’s and Father’s Day, 
St. Catherine’s sells flowers for Birthright in support of 
their ministry.  
 
Giving Tree. Individuals are encouraged to choose a 
gift tag during the season of Advent, on which is the 
name of an individual who is in need of a gift for 
Christmas. Additional tags ask for donations for specific 
needs for the Dominican Republic or for other parish 
outreach efforts.  A team of parishioners coordinates 
this ministry. 
 
Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard. As a member of ACT (Area 
Churches Together), St. Catherine’s supports the Ithaca 
Kitchen Cupboard food pantry (located at Salvation 
Army) in a variety of ways. Food Pantry baskets are 
always available at the doors of the Church for 
donations of food.  A volunteer delivers donated food 
weekly to the pantry. Parish volunteers staff the 
Cupboard the second and fourth Monday of each 
month.  Volunteers fill two-hour shifts on a rotating 
basis.  
 
Migrant Farm Worker Service Project. Each year, 
during the months of July–October, migrant workers 
travel to our area to pick and pack produce. St. 
Catherine’s provides dinner for these workers at the 
farm, engaging in conversation and cultural exchanges 
with the workers.   
 
Oriental Rug Sale. Each August, St. Catherine’s hosts 
an Oriental Rug Sale for Ten Thousand Villages. This 
sale supports rug workers throughout the world, 
allowing them to get a fair price for their handmade 
work.  
 
Soap for Hope. 
During the 
spring, Catholic 
Charities of 
Tompkins 
County hosts 
Soap for Hope, a 
donation drive 
of personal care items that are given to those in need 
within our community. Donation bins are placed in our 
Church. Additionally, those who work in or own 
businesses in the area are encouraged to also take a bin 
for donations from their employees and/or customers.  
 
Monthly Donations. In addition to the drives listed 
above, St. Catherine’s chooses a charity each month to 
receive donations. We have collected books for 
children; hats, mittens, and coats for Catholic Charities; 
school supplies for local middle schools; medical 
supplies for the Dominican Republic; and other goods.  

Pastoral Ministry 
St. Catherine’s strives to serve the needs of our sick and 
homebound parishioners, Catholics in area nursing homes, and 
those who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 
Brookdale Senior Residence. Each Sunday a parishioner is 
sent forth from our 9 a.m. Mass with the Eucharist to conduct 
a Communion service at Brookdale. Additionally, St. 
Catherine’s covers Longview nursing home during the summer 
months and Ithaca College breaks.  
 
Funeral Reception Ministry.  Parishioners coordinate and 
provide simple receptions in the Parish Center following 
funerals as a support to grieving families.  
  
Mass of Remembrance. Each November, the parish sponsors a 
Mass for all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
Everyone is invited and a special invitation is extended to those 
parishioners who have lost a loved one in the past year.  
 
Poinsettia Project. Each Christmas, St. Catherine’s tries to visit 
and deliver a poinsettia to every family who has lost a loved 
one, as well as parishioners who are homebound and in 
nursing homes.  Volunteers (including families) make these 
deliveries and visits.  
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry. Parishioners 
knit shawls for the sick, bereaved, or 
anyone who needs extra prayers from 
the parish community. This group 
meets on Tuesday nights from 7–8:30 
p.m., and anyone is welcome to knit on 
your own. 
 
Visit the Sick. Parishioners bring the 
Eucharist and visit individuals who are 
ill, homebound, or living in nursing 
homes or other facilities on a weekly, biweekly, or monthly 
basis. 

For all the service and outreach opportunities listed, volunteers 
are needed.  
 

 For some of the projects listed, parishioners participate in 
the donation drive as their form of service. 

 For other projects/ministries, volunteer hours are needed. 
These are scheduled by our Parish Office or by that ministry’s 
coordinator. 

 For a few ministries, leadership teams are needed (i.e., Giving 
Tree) and an overall coordinator heads up the project.  

 

Parishioners are invited to be involved in as many of these 
projects as possible; this is a natural response to living the Gospel.  



LITURGICAL MINISTERS: MAY 2/3 

5:00 P.M. 

Music Janet Strebel 

Lector 
Randy Reed 
Tanya Petrich 

Minister of 
Communion 

Bob Gravani - Host 
Eileen Gravani- Host 
Steve Moolin - Host 
Clara Barrett - Cup 
Nickie Carrier-Titti - Cup 
Kristen Galvin - Cup 
Thomas Galvin- Cup  
Mary Hutchens - Cup  

Altar Server 
Bode Petrich - Cross 
Corinna Petrich - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

Erin Sember-Chase - 1  
Derek Chase - 2 
Michael Petrich - 3 
Bob Pochily - 4 
 

9:00 A.M. 

Music  Edmund Oh 

Brookdale Carla Marceau 

Lector 
Pierre Gremaud 
Gregory Menzenski 

Minister of 
Communion 

Jose Martinez- Host  
Bob Talda - Host 
Jay Williamson - Host 
Bill Perkins - Cup 
Colleen Perkins - Cup 
Nancy Pringle - Cup 
Susan Ruswick - Cup 
Tori Wishart  - Cup 

Altar Server 
Anthony Lynch - Cross 
Margaret Murphy - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

Cathy Buttner - 1  
John Wishart - 2 
Lucia Younger - 3 
Earl Hotchkin - 4 
Ellen & Juan Pablo Garcia - 5 (sub req’d) 
Azucena Ortega - 6 

11:30 A.M. 

Music Jeannie Barnaba 

Lector 
Mary Kay LaLonde 
Jody Kunk-Czaplicki (sub req’d) 

Minister of 
Communion 

John Balmer - Host 
Nancy Cleveland - Host 
Jim Madden - Host  
Cali Michele Johnson - Cup 
Khandikile Sokoni - Cup (sub req’d) 
Joyce White - Cup 
Pat Wynn - Cup 
Marie de Roos - Cup 

Altar Server 
Tony Speicher - Cross 
Kenneth McLaurin III - Book 

Minister of Hospitality 

Diane Dunham - 1 
Mila Veshcherevich - 2 
Rose Blinn - 3 
*** - 4  
*** - 5 
Amanyi Richardson - 6  



 

 

H 
THE HEIGHTS 

CAFÉ & GRILL 
LUNCH 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:30-2:30 

DINNER 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 5:00-9:00 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5:00-10:00 

903 HANSHAW RD., ITHACA, NY 14580 

607-257-4144 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Welcoming New Patients 

Internal Medicine & 
Hypertension 

2343 N. Triphammer Rd. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-266-9100 
Across from McDonald’s in the Lama Law 

Building 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

All Work Done On Premises 
 

 

 

 

 

257-1040 
Triphammer Shopping Mall 

IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION  

SCHOOL 
PRE-K (AGES 3 AND 4) 

KINDERGARTEN — 6TH GRADE 
A Christ-centered commitment to educational excellence.  

 

 
 
 

Corner  o f W.  Buffa lo  St .  and N.  Pla in St . ,  Downtown Ithaca  

Located on N. Triphammer Rd. 
In front of the YMCA 

607-257-2233 
www.ciaoithaca.com  

 

 

 

Please support our 

Tompkins County Programs 
Samaritan Center 

Immigrant Services Program      
  Justice & Peace Ministry 

Family Empowerment Services 

607 272-5062 
324 W. Buffalo St., Ithaca 

 

 

 

Jay Williamson, CLU, ChFc 
Financial Representative 

 

179 Graham Rd., Ste. D 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-8665 

607-257-1847 fax 

jay.williamson@nmfn.com 

www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson 

 
 

 

 

LANSING 

CHIROPRACTIC 
OFFICE 

Robert Brown, D.C. 
15 Auburn Rd. 

Lansing, NY 14882 
Tel: (607) 533-4231 

 

Richard T. Prybyl, CRPC® 
Senior Vice President 
Branch Manager 
Financial Advisor 

Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management 
130 East Seneca Street, Suite 500 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

Direct 607-274-8538   Fax 607-274-8555 
Toll free 800-633-6336 
richard.prybyl@morganstanley.com 

 

 

We invite you to shop and 

compare our quality and price. 

Downtown on the Commons 

272-1810 

 

Santana 
Construction Co. 
General home repair, small 

remodel, and building projects. 

Alejandro Santana 

454 Floral Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 

607-379-4987 
Email: santanaconstruction.co 

@gmail.com 

118 N. Tioga St., Suite 303 
Ithaca, NY  14850 
(607) 272-4040 

www.longappraisal.com 

Gary A. Bucci, Owner 

The Elizabeth Ann Clune 

Montessori
School of Ithaca 

 
Serving Children Ages 3 – 14 

 
120 KING RD., ITHACA, NY  607-277-7335 

 

2826 North Triphammer Rd. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-3203 
www.michaleens.com 

With appreciation for the weekly gift of  
fresh flowers for the Parish Center. 

Dr. Francis T. 
Piliero 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

The Village Office Campus 
2333 N. Triphammer Rd., Suite 402 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607-257-8076 

607-273-6363 
107 W. Seneca St. • Ithaca, NY 14850 

Between the Church and Clinton House 
 

www.icgiftshop.com 

Ithaca Agway 
Farm and Home 

Center 
 

213 S. Fulton St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

 
607-272-1848 

607-272-1706 (fax) 

RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

Children and Adults 
 

Hanshaw Road at Pleasant Grove 

607-257-5700 

 

 

Every Day 

You Get 

Our Best!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Ferguson 
www.laughinggoatfiber.com 

Ithaca, NY  273-9212 

Mohair – Cashmere – Alpaca 
Homegrown  Hand dyed  Handmade 

Roving – Yarn – Finished Goods 

Continuous family service since 1942 

Ithaca’s only locally owned funeral home 

607-272-1922 

John F. Bangs (1917-1974) - Jeffrey L. Bangs - Kevin P. Bangs 

ESTABLISHED 1950 
 
 
 
 

 

All your complete housing needs, from a 1-3 bedroom apt. or a 3-5 
bedroom luxury home. 
 
    

Radomir Stevanovic, MD 

—Dry Cleaning 
—Shirt Laundry 
—Garment Storage 
—Leather/Suede 
—Daily 7AM-6PM 

—Bulk Cleaning 
—Draperies 
—Wedding Gowns 
—Silks & Knits 
—Sat 9AM-5PM 

Dry Cleaners 
Northeast 

Proven record of academic achievement 
Disciplined learning environment 

Educating the total child 

320 W. Buffalo St. 
Ithaca, NY  14850 

(607) 273-2707 
icdcs@dor.org 

LUCENTE HOMES 
& APARTMENTS 

607-257-0717 

www.lucentehomes.com 

103 Salem Drive 

Ithaca, New York 

ELLEN MORRIS-KNOWER 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 

710 Hancock St., Ithaca, NY  14850 
607.220.5421 
607.257.0800 x421 

EMKIthaca@gmail.com 
www.EMKIthaca.com 

Member of St. Catherine’s Parish since 1997. 

http://www.nmfn.com/jaywilliamson
mailto:richard.prybyl@morganstanley.com
http://www.longappraisal.com
http://www.michaleens.com
http://www.laughinggoatfiber.com
http://www.lucentehomes.com/
http://www.audreyedelman.com/

