
 
Minutes 

St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
May 10, 2016 

6:30 p.m., Red Lounge, Parish Center 
 
Present: Joseph Babcock,  Mary Lou Bailey Smith, Ashley Blank, Bob Brown, 
Alex de Roos, Bob Dyer, Ann Marie Eckert, Frank Fetsko, Rose Huggins, Steve 
Jesch, Madeline La Rocca, Mary Lee Noden, Kristin Lynch, Father Joe Marcoux, 
Colleen Perkins, Patricia Sipple, Donna Trana 
 
Excused: Jose Martinez 
 
Absent: Kristin Campagnolo, Alejandro Santana 
 
Meeting commenced at 6:40pm with introductions and prayer by Mary Lee 
Noden.   
 
Minutes from April meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved at 6:42 
pm.   
 
Committee Presentations/Discussion of Strategic Plan Progress 
 
Focus Area 1: Enhance the Quality of our Liturgies 
 
Father Joe: Music Ministry has been enhanced through purchase of new piano, 
Gather books, participation in choir has increased this year. In the future, would like 
to fix/upgrade sound system in church, and expand choir area, which is not big 
enough to accommodate all of the adults and youth that have been drawn to choir.  
Will also look into purchasing new risers for choir area.  In terms of the Liturgy 
Committee itself, they are still trying to form an Arts and Environment Committee so 
responsibilities do not fall on a few people.  Praised the Liturgy Committee for doing 
a good job supporting/guiding preaching through Advent and Lent.   
 
Joseph Babcock suggested a feedback tool for liturgical ministers (particularly 
lectors).   
 
A discussion followed on promoting reverence for sacred space.  Father Joe 
proposed that this might be an issue to address in adult faith education.  Donna 
Trana suggested that this might be incorporated into homilies from a general 
perspective, and that other parishes she had visited had waited for children to be 
seated following CLOW before starting consecration. Father Joe noted that 
discussion of etiquette is incorporated into teaching masses, and that waiting for 
children to be seated after CLOW might disrupt the flow of the liturgy.  Ashley Blank 
indicated she would speak with CLOW leaders about ensuring children enter the 
church during offertory.   



Anne Marie Eckert noted she felt the teaching masses had contributed a great deal 
toward educating parents and children on etiquette, and that a parent session 
between masses on reverence for sacred space might be effective.   
 

Patricia Sipple: Trainers were provided for each of the liturgical ministries this year, and 

each ministry is updating/recruiting as needed.  Fall and spring trainings have also been 

scheduled for each ministry, and her goal is to provide more training before summer.   In 

terms of inviting people to join ministries, the time/talent survey has been a great 

resource for people to express interest in participating.  Raised a concern that we have not 

done witness talks on ministries in some time, but that Ministry Fairs have been effective 

at exposing parishioners to the variety of volunteer opportunities available at St. 

Catherine’s.  Also noted that more families are engaged in hospitality ministry than ever 

before.  Suggested following up after ministry training to check in on volunteers, and ask 

them whether they feel like they have the support they need, or if they need additional 

training.  Anne Marie Eckert noted a specific need for more liturgical ministers at the 

5:00 and 11:30 masses.  

 

Focus Area 2: Grow and Strengthen our Parish Community 

 

Frank Fetsko discussed coordinating the International Peace Festival, which was created 

as an outcome of the strategic plan in 2010.  The two goals of the International Peace 

Festival are to create more involvement within the parish community, and to bring people 

from outside the community to Saint Catherine’s.  In terms of how proceeds from the 

Festival are used, a great deal of this revenue is used to support almsgiving initiatives 

(Dominican Republic activities, Feed My Starving Children, Immaculate Conception), as 

well as providing operating/capital expenses for the parish.  Joseph Babcock asked 

whether, in planning the International Peace Festival, there are specific financial goals in 

mind.  Frank Fetsko noted that they have resisted establishing specific goals because they 

are never sure whether the event will be profitable from year-to-year.  Mary Lee Noden 

asked whether attendance has been impacted by competing events (Porchfest); Frank 

Fetsko responded that the impact had not been as significant as he expected.      

 

Anne Marie Eckert noted that one of the things the Festival has been successful at has 

been getting people to volunteer.  Frank Fetsko agreed, and added that the number of 

people outside of the parish attending the Festival has grown every year, but that he 

projected it takes about five years to substantially grow attendance from outside of the 

parish.   

 

Joseph Babcock suggested that we find a way to illuminate the area outside of tents, as 

during the evening, these spaces are very dark, raising safety concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 



Frank Fetsko raised a concern that the number of craft vendors at the Festival has been 

decreasing each year, and that it has been hard to convince vendors that the event is 

profitable.  Father Joe, Anne Marie Eckert, and Ashley Blank suggested that, rather than 

craft vendors, engaging activities be facilitated, such as simulations around various social 

justice issues.  Alex de Roos suggested praying stations, as well as making origami 

cranes as potential activities for the Festival.   

Patricia Sipple noted that moving the Ministry Fair to mid-winter was more effective this 

year—this is a time when activities are occurring, which allowed groups to better 

advertise programming.  Social hours were difficult to execute this year due to conflicts 

with Youth Faith Formation.  This problem would be resolved once the new parish center 

is built, but we still need more volunteers to help with social hours.   

 

Focus Area 3: Enhance our Service to Those in Need 

 

Patricia Sipple: Martha’s Ministry is up and running, but we need a group of coordinators 

who can field calls for short-term help.  Examples of activities Martha’s Ministry might 

engage in include cooking meals for parishioners with new babies, helping parishioners 

who have just returned home from surgery (running errands, grocery shopping, light 

household chores). Thomas O’Toole suggested linking the needs of Martha’s Ministry 

with service project needs of Youth Faith formation.  Still discussing Joseph’s Hammer 

and Stephen’s Ministry—whether these ministries will address parish needs.   

 

Colleen Perkins: We are in the 12th year of our engagement with our sister parish in the 

Dominican Republic.  This year, money is going toward expansion of the school 

affiliated with our sister parish-purchasing property adjacent to the existing building.  

Anne Marie Eckert suggested that awareness of Dominican Republic activities has been 

maintained through weekly prayer for our sister parish, as well as frequent trips with 

youth and adults.  Father Joe expressed concern that 200 club tickets have not sold as 

well as they had in the past. Anne Marie Eckert suggested a year-end report that would 

describe Dominican Republic activities/outcomes.  Father Joe noted that when we 

facilitated witness talks on Dominican Republic activities, contributing to collection 

bowls was not mentioned.   Ashley Blank noted that the more time passes following a  

trip, the more difficult it is to convey urgency for giving.  She suggested a once per 

month reminder to give, and expressed concern that Heifer International and Operation 

Rice Bowl are taking away from Dominican Republic giving from kids.   

 

Anne Marie Eckert noted that she and Father Joe are becoming more active on the 

Executive Committee for Feed My Starting Children.  St. Catherine’s will host Feed my 

Starving Children in 2017-2018.  This year, we will need someone who can help with 

answering phone when people are having trouble signing up and scheduling (August-

September).   

 

 

 

 



Mary Lou Bailey Smith: A training session was held for pastoral visitors last summer.  A 

number of people have been involved with this ministry, or have expressed interest, but 

are not trained Eucharistic ministers.  Currently, there are 17 pastoral visitors involved 

with this ministry.  Expressed a pressing need for someone with experience working with 

populations afflicted by Alzheimers to provide training to pastoral visitors.   

 

Joseph Babcock: Peace and Justice Committee is experiencing a shortage of committee 

members (need an additional 3-4 members) and has had to curtail activities due to space 

constraints.  They have co-sponsored a migrant dinner, an inter-faith climate action 

workshop, a labor relations talk on wealth inequality, Stations of the Cross, and sale of 

fair trade chocolate.  There are also a number of parishioners involved with this 

committee who are actively involved with the Ithaca initiative to welcome refugees.   

 

Focus Area 4: Improve the Faith Formation of All Ages 

 

Donna Trana: With regard to Adult Faith Formation, an extensive online survey was 

distributed last May to get a better feel for topics people might be interested. Challenges 

have included finding good times to meet, and time commitments.  Thomas O’Toole 

raised a question of whether online learning might be incorporated to enrich Adult Faith 

Formation.  Father Joe noted that the new parish center would feature technology that 

would enable recording the liturgy/other programming at Saint Catherine’s and viewing 

remotely.  Donna Trana also mentioned that, given the success of the Spotlight event, 

Adult Faith Formation was considering holding additional screenings of compelling 

movies/documentaries.   

 

Ashley Blank: This has been a fantastic year for CLOW (25 kids regularly-up 8 from last 

year).  Has received positive  feedback on CLOW leaders.  4-5 adults that assume 

responsibility for leading CLOW for 2 months each. Children’s faith formation-2 or more 

catechists in every grade, 1st year assistant in every grade.  New curriculum this year; 

catechists like it, kids like it.  However, faith formation participation is difficult to 

maintain, and, by winter, participation declines to 50% of initial enrollment.  Next year, a 

key goal for this age group is linking service opportunities to each lesson. Middle School  

Youth Ministry has experienced positive growth this year, despite a difficult start.  

Confirmation requirements have ensured consistent participation by middle schoolers, 

and the Middle School program has had two consistent leaders and parental involvement 

across the board.  The High School session on fathers is being picked up by the Catholic 

Couriers.  A survey has been prepared and will be distributed to high schoolers and 

middle schoolers in May.  This year, disciplinary issues have declined dramatically from 

last year.  Anne Marie Eckert noted that one area of concern is exploring 

intergenerational opportunities, and figuring out how to communicate 

programming/events to all age groups in the parish at the same time.   

 

 

 

 

 



Focus Area 5: Improving Participation of all Youth in the Parish 

 

Ashley Blank: Communication is key to improving you youth participation, and, for 

youth, this involves thinking carefully about how texting, apps, and social media can be 

used to inform/engage youth (consistent with Diocesan/parish guidelines on the 

appropriate use of social media).   

 

Strategic Plan Roll Out: Focus Area 5 Draft Script 
 

Will be shared by email.  

 

Comments by Father Joe  

 

Still developing contract for construction of new parish center.  In the meantime, a 

corporate resolution had to be developed to secure financing.  The Finance Council had a 

meeting on this corporate resolution, which was signed by Father Joe and the trustees.  

There will be a neighborhood meeting on May 11 to discuss construction schedule with 

neighbors and answer any questions they might have.  Joseph Babcock noted that, thus 

far, Pastoral Council had not taken a leadership role in preparing the parish for 

parking/carpooling, and discussing how construction might affect parish 

activities/programming.  Bob Dyer requested that, during construction, spaces be 

reserved in close proximity to the church for those who are bringing eucharist to 

Brookdale and Longview.  

 

Joseph Babcock raised the question of whether his letter to the Bishop (thanking him for 

renewing Father Joe’s appointment at Saint Catherine’s) and the Bishop’s response 

should be published in the bulletin.  All present unanimously agreed that both letters 

should be published.  Joseph Babcock also raised the idea of adding a periodic “From the 

Book of Pastoral Council” to the bulletin to keep the parish appraised of Pastoral Council 

activities.   

 

Thank Yous 
 

Rose Huggins, Helen Steh, Nadine Walker for facilitating 200 Club Activities  

 

Boy Scout Pack 55 for grounds pickup.   

 

Youth who participated in May Crowning. 

 

Anne Marie for picking up flowers for Mother’s Day.  Birthright for selling flowers.   

 

Committee representatives for reporting on Strategic Plan progress during Pastoral 

Council meeting.  

 

Facilities Committee for all of the work they did to get successfully launch parish center 

project.   



Meeting was adjourned at 9:15.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


