
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council 
Monday, April 8, 2019 
MINUTES 
 

Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, 
Roseanne Colangelo, Mary Crosley, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Susan Hyatt, Sally Ramirez, Dotsevi 
Sogah  
Excused: Joseph Babcock, Dan Doyle, Madeline LaRocca 
 
I.  7:00 – 7:11 Prayer and reflection: Dotsevi Sogah 
 
II.  7:11 – 7:15 Approval of Minutes 
  -First: Mary Crosley 
  -Second: Gigi Galanthay 
  -Motion Unanimous  
 
III.  7:15 – 7:46 Q & A with Parish Staff: Jane Bonassar, Communications Coordinator 
 

Jane Bonasser presented an overview of her responsibilities at St. Catherine’s as 
Communications Coordinator and walked Pastoral Council through the new website. Questions 
followed regarding the layout of the new website, which all agreed was a significant 
improvement over the last iteration, as well as whether we can stream Masses online.  Bulletin 
printing is now done through a vendor, which has moved up the deadline for submitting 
communications materials.  The bulletin does not cost St. Catherine’s anything to print; all costs 
are offset by advertisers. Tom O’Toole suggested adding a giving button to the homepage to 
make online donating more visible. Ben Boynton asked if there was opportunity to 
advertise/promote community partners on the website.  Diane Bradac asked if there was a 
policy for posting photos of children; Jane noted that we do not post names, and we ask 
permission to post photos when parents sign their kids up for faith formation. Diane noted that 
the website demonstrates a lot of diversity among parishioners.   

 
IV.  7:46 – 7:52 Reminder from BE team 

- “Leading Change” Presentation (sponsored by Pastoral and Finance Councils) 
 

Steve Jesch noted that Pastoral Council and Finance Council are co-sponsoring “Leading Change” 
presentations facilitated by Mike Redlin on April 28 and May 5 (1:00-2:30pm).  An 
announcement was made in the last bulletin, and will be made from the pulpit, and in an 
upcoming bulletin, via a “Book of the Pastoral Council” insert.  Steve solicited members to make 
announcements of these sessions from the pulpit at upcoming masses.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V.  7:52 – 7:55 Letter of support for First Congregational Church (FCC) Ithaca becoming a sanctuary 
       parish 

 
Tom O’Toole explained that the First Congregational Church (FCC) requested a letter of support 
from St. Catherine of Siena for their becoming a sanctuary parish. To expedite this process, Tom 
drafted a letter of support, which was provided to the Pastoral Council in advance of the 
meeting.  Dotsevi Sogah asked what a sanctuary parish was, and Tom, Mary Crosley, and Father 
Joe explained the definition of a sanctuary parish, as well as some of the ambiguities associated 
with the concept.  The consensus was that while the Pastoral Council supports the concept, the 
Council was not ready to provide a letter of endorsement without broader discussion with the 
parish.  The decision was made to table the discussion for now.  Father Joe suggested that it 
might be helpful for a member of the Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance to attend a future Pastoral 
Council meeting to explain the concept further and the process FCC went through to become a 
sanctuary parish.  
 

VI.  7:55 – 8:10 Book discussion: Confident and Competent 
- Chapters 3 & 4 

 
VII.  8:10 – 8:25 Regular Pastoral Council Business 
 

1) Fr. Joe’s comments 
 

St. Catherine’s is approximately $13,000 short in reaching our Catholic Ministries Appeal goal.  
We budgeted to have a $15,000 deficit this year, so, budget-wise, we are still sound, but there 
remains a significant shortfall.  This shortfall is going to have a significant potential impact on 
our ministries this year.  We received a communication from the Diocese about not undertaking 
major new capital campaigns.  Next year’s goal will be the same as last year--$56,000.  Father 
Joe noted that many parishes are laying off staff to cover their expenses, and a discussion 
followed regarding whether the Diocese itself was going to reduce expenses, rather than shifting 
more financial burden down to parishes.   
 
Pastorally, the Following Christ program was very successful; we received very positive 
evaluations, and many people indicated they were going to participate in the follow-up 
program. Similarly, the Lenten Divine Mercy program, which was lay-led, was very well-received.   
 
Ashley Blank ran a very successful program with the Muslim community that enabled young 
people to share their faith experiences with each other.   
 
Father Joe is still covering masses at Cornell and Ithaca College on an interim basis until the 
Diocese can arrive at a permanent solution for both colleges.   
 
The pilgrimage to Italy is coming up in May; 34 parishioners will be participating.   
 
 
 
 
 

 



2) Suggestion box 
 

Suggestion: “While I’ve been asking people for money from CMA, they have sometimes offered 
criticism of how the parish spend money.  Perhaps the Pastoral Council could host a ‘gripe 
session’ to collect people’s often unspoken concerns.”  
 
Response: “Thank you for bringing this to our attention. One of the reasons we are sponsoring 
the “Leading Change” sessions with the Finance Council is to facilitate more opportunities for 
parishioners to share concerns like this.  We invite you to participate in one of these upcoming 
sessions on either April 28 and May 5 (1:00-2:30pm, Mahler Hall).  We also invite you to 
approach the Finance Council with any concerns you might have about parish 
finances/expenses: https://stcathofsiena.org/finance-council.  We have had similar concerns 
regarding accounting, but feel that, with a new financial administrator, revenue and expenses 
are becoming more transparent.  A good example of this is the recent report on Peace Festival 
revenue and expenses.”    

 
3)   Bulletin thanks 

  
 Organizers of the Following Christ Program.  
 

The Muslim Community and everyone from St. Catherine’s who helped execute the interfaith 
session with the Muslim Community.  
 
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity for supporting the hospitality team during the Following Christ 
program.   
 
Everyone who organized Bible Study Group.    
 
Sherry Scanza and Bonita Lindberg for putting together the Night of Divine Recollection.    

  
4) Reminders/Updates from Chair 

 
Suggestion from Diane Bradac-during Lent, facilitate saying the Rosary prior to mass. Diane visited a 
church where they did this, and it seemed to be a great prelude to mass.  The church also provided 
rosaries and instructions on how to pray the Rosary. Diane also suggested distributing name tags for 
mass periodically.   
 
VIII.  8:25 – 8:30 Closing prayer 
 
Next Meeting: May 13 (Prayer: Sally Ramirez) 

https://stcathofsiena.org/finance-council

