
Minutes 
St. Catherine’s Pastoral Council  

Monday, January 13, 2020 
7:00 p.m., Conference Room, Parish Center 

 
Present: Father Joe, Steve Jesch (Chair), Tom O’Toole (Secretary), Ben Boynton, Diane Bradac, 

Rosanne Colangelo, Mary Crosley, Dan Doyle, Tom Dunn, Gigi Galanthay, Mary Hutchens 

Susan Hyatt, Mary Kay LaLonde, Jonathan Lunine, Paul Reyes, 

Absent: Fritz Bernstein, Dotsevi Sogah,  

Excused: Father Joe, Trish Burgess 

 
I. 7:00-7:06   Prayer and Reflection  

 

II. 7:06-7:10  Old Business-Feedback on DSS Visitations at St. Catherine’s 

 

Steve Jesch summarized Pastoral Council discussions of 

Department of Social Services visitations at St. Catherine’s, noting 

that it was the consensus of Pastoral Council that we might not 

have adequate space and resources to facilitate visitations at this 

time.  Pastoral Council agreed to observe and collect feedback on 

the experiences of other parishes before resuming discussion of 

this ministry in the future.     

 

III. 7:10-7:15   Update on Ithaca Sanctuary Alliance   

 

Mary Hutchens summarized recent meetings of the Ithaca 

Sanctuary Alliance (ISA).  They are currently waiting to see if 

anyone will approach them requesting sanctuary.  In the 

meantime, ISA is developing a statement of purpose; several 

drafts have been developed and a meeting will be held at the end 

of January to discuss draft statements.  ISA has also developed a  

proposed logo that would include all affiliated parishes, including 

St. Catherine’s.  Following announcements in the bulletin, only 

one parishioner expressed interest in coordinating 

volunteers/resources in support of ISA.  Tom O’Toole indicated 

that he would like to focus on this ministry a bit more, and offered 

to review volunteers who signed up for the two mobile consulates 

for assistance.  Mary and Tom agreed to discuss initial planning 

around ISA support soon.  Mary Crosley suggested that 8-10 



volunteers would be ideal to support this ministry.  Mary also 

announced several upcoming ISA events, including a bond and 

legal defense fundraiser on January 25 at Friends Meeting House 

and a lecture at Temple Beth El on immigration policy change 

impacts on January 29.  Mary will contact Jane Bonassar to 

include this information in the bulletin and post on Facebook. 

 

IV.   7:15-7:25   Report from Environmental Stewardship Subcommittee  

 

Mary Crosley reported that the bulletin article was not successful 

in soliciting interest to join the Environmental Stewardship 

Subcommittee; she also felt people might be overwhelmed with 

“asks” around the holidays.  Jonathan Lunine noted that interest 

was likely higher during the six-part series on sustainability that 

was held at St. Catherine’s several years ago; Jonathan 

recommended a hard-hitting ask during mass framed around the 

Australian wildfires.  He noted that participation on this 

subcommittee would not involve a heavy commitment—the 

purpose of the subcommittee is principally advisory; to come up 

with ideas the whole church can implement, and then the 

subcommittee can stand down.  If we pitch it in the right way, will 

get volunteers.  Mary Crosley noted that she has some people in 

mind who might be personally interested in this.  Diane Bradac 

suggested reaching out to the group who attended the six-part 

series to see if they might be interested.  Jonathan will contact 

Ann Marie to see when an announcement/witness talk can be 

made in church.  Jonathan suggested that, following these 

announcements, members could commit to tabling several 

Sundays in Mahler Hall with copies of Laudato si’, encouraging 

people to sign up for committee.   Mary will draft an 

announcement script and send for to Pastoral Council for review.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

V.   7:25:-7:47   Hosting Parish Discussion of Confident and Competent 

Steve Jesch noted that although the BE Team is working on the 

parish read of Confident and Competent, the BE Team is actually 

an offshoot of the Pastoral Council.  Part of our job as Pastoral 

Council is to support the BE Team’s work.  On March 1, one of the 

authors of the book is going to give a talk where he can frame 

some of his discussion around concerns/issues relevant to St. 

Catherine’s.  In order to do that, we have to know what people 

think of the book, and what questions they have about the book.  

Pastoral Council was asked to serve as facilitators and scribes for 

the book discussion sessions:  

   January 26, 10:15-11:15: Facilitator: Mary Hutchens 

      Scribe: Jonathan Lunine  

               January 26, 12:45-1:45:    Faciltator: Ben Boynton  

       Scribe: Mary Kay Lalonde 

   February 9, 10:15-11:15: Facilitator: Steve Jesch   

      Scribe: Tom O’Toole  

February 9, 12:45-1:45:   Facilitator: Mary Kay LaLonde (Tent.)  

Scribe: Mary Crosley  

    

VI.   7:47-8:00  Evaluating Parish Ministries  

Steve Jesch opened this discussion by noting this might be 

something that represents an on-going conversation, or that is 

raised again by Pastoral Council next year.   

Susan Hyatt asked for clarification on what was being evaluated.  

Tom O’Toole noted that, since he had been working on Pastoral 

Council, he had not seen systematic documentation of 

outputs/outcomes of key parish ministries/programs that utilize a 

great deal of time and resources (Peace Festival, Dominican 

Republic, etc.). The Strategic Plan was developed some time ago, 

but many of the goals outlined in that plan were self-fulfilling or 

were too abstract too measure.  Likewise, the Pastoral Council has 

heard from many ministry/committee chairs on what they are 

doing/what their challenges are, but there has never been a clear 

articulation of goals, or milestones toward achieving them.  Tom 

noted that, in the context of budget constraint and the potential 

for a new pastor with little understanding of the history of these 



key programs, having systematic documentation of successes 

might be useful.  These measures might also be useful if we need 

to apply for grants to support/continue this work. Jonathan 

Lunine suggested that some activities might not be amenable to 

conventional measurement of success/failure.  Gigi Galanthay 

thought it might be useful to have ministries/programs submit a 

brief annual report to Pastoral Council outlining goals, milestones, 

and outputs/outcomes. Dan Doyle noted that this could be done 

fairly easily with ministries like Salvation Army and St. Paul’s 

(number of items donated, etc.). Steve suggested continuing this 

discussion at the next meeting. 

VII.   8:00-8:20  Updates from the Chair 

 

Steve Jesch raised the possibility of inviting parishioners to join 

meetings for the first 10-20 minutes as an opportunity to raise 

items with Pastoral Council. A consensus was reached that 

perhaps setting aside one of our regular meetings for a town hall 

might be a good alternative.  

 

Jonathan Lunine discussed the FORMED website, which is a 

resource developed by the Augustine Institute to provide 

educational content to Catholics: https://formed.org/.  All 

Pastoral Council members are encouraged to join, and share 

information on the resource with parishioners.  

 

Steve Jesch noted that Sharing Christ will be occurring again, from 

February 4-March 10.  Diane Bradac made an announcement in 

the bulletin; they anticipate about 40 participants.  

 

VIII.   8:20-:8:25   Review Comment Cards 

 

Suggestion: Hold more fundraisers that kids and adults can 

enjoy/more fundraisers only kids can do.   

 

Response: Thanks for the suggestion; there are a number of 

fundraisers/volunteer events that youth and adults can 

participate in, including the Ithaca Mobile Pack and the 

Wreath/Poinsettia project.  If you have other suggestions, though, 

please feel free to share with our Youth Faith Formation 

Administrator, Ashley Blank.  

https://formed.org/


 

Suggestion: Donation envelopes seem to be an unnecessary 

waste of paper.  Also, I don’t use them because I want my 

donations to not be monitored by “big brother.”  Simplify and 

save!  

 

Response: Thanks for the feedback; we’re very glad you’re 

thinking of “greening” St. Catherine’s!  You are, of course, 

welcome to donate electronically, but if you would like to stop 

receiving your family envelopes, please contact or drop by the 

Parish Office. As far as pew envelopes go, they are the only way 

guests at St. Catherine’s can donate, so we have to keep a few of 

them in each pew. On another note, if you are interested in 

brainstorming more ways of promoting sustainability, please 

contact Mary Crosley, Jonathan Lunine, or Ben Boynton to join 

our Sustainability Subcommittee!  

 

Suggestion: Please pray for us LGBT+ Catholics who love who we 

love as we love the lord.  Also, it would be great to sing 

contemporary Christian music that brings together the youth and 

helps us all praise in a lively way.   

 

Response: As the mission of St. Catherine’s indicates, all are 

welcome at our table: “no matter what your present status in the 

Catholic Church, your current family or marital situation, your past 

or present religious affiliation; no matter what your personal 

history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or 

color; no matter what your self-image or self-esteem: YOU are 

invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected at St. 

Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York.”  You have our 

prayers, though!  As far as music ministry is concerned, please feel 

free to pass along feedback/suggestions to Sherry Scanza, our 

Music Director.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suggestion: Please stop donating to the Salvation Army, as they 

lobby and fund anti-LGBT+ causes that directly harm the LGTB+ 

members of this parish.   

 

Response: Thank you for this feedback.  We would like more 

specifics regarding your concern—do you mean donating money, 

or goods?  We are not aware of any financial 

investments/donations made by St. Catherine’s to the Salvation 

Army, although there are some Giving Tree items, for example, 

that were collected for Salvation Army.  In this case, if your values 

are not aligned with the organization collecting goods, feel free to 

choose another organization to support.  Otherwise, we 

encourage you to provide more information regarding your 

concerns to any Pastoral Council member, or through our 

suggestion boxes.   

 

IX.   8:25-8:33  Bulletin Thanks  

All those who decorated/undecorated for Christmas.   

Kathleen Murphy and those who coordinated the Giving Tree.   

All choir members and musicians who played during advent and 

Christmas masses.   

All those who coordinated and took part in the wreath and 

poinsettia project.   

All chaperones who went to the National Catholic Youth 

Conference.  

X.   8:33  Closing Prayer  

 

 


