
Pastoral Council Meeting  
 
February 8, 2021, 7:00 PM 
 
Present: Steve Jesch (Chair), Diane Bradac, Fr. Joe Marcoux (ex officio), Mary Crosley (ex 
officio), Sue Hyatt, Jonathan Lunine (secretary), Mary Kay LaLonde, Mary Hutchens, Tom Dunn, 
Khandikile Sokoni, Adriana Cardenas, Ben Boynton, Nick Scanlon 
 
 
Guest parishioner: None 
 

1. Prayer and Reflection  (Mary Kay LaLonde) 
 

2. Listening to our Parishioners   
Issue raised by a parishioner to Adriana: Is a new Bishop coming to the Diocese? Bishop 
Matano must put his letter of resignation in on September 15. Pope need not accept it.  
But it has taken some time to put new Bishops in place. Could have a temporary 
administrator.   Letter went out congratulating the Islamic community on the new Al-
Huda Islamic Center.   

 
3. January Minutes  

   Minutes approved as submitted.  
 

4. Discussion of finance council pulpit announcement   General giving is ok, but not doing 
well in with respect to Catholic Ministries Appeal. Well down relative to most of the 
parishes. Must be paid in full by June 1. Expenses have not gone down due to COVID. 
The diocese still has the same bills as before. Left it flat. Some parishes write a check to 
the diocese and pay it back from donations, but diocese frowns on this.  They want to 
know who is giving so they can prepare a database. It’s a small amount if everyone 
contributes. Only 80 people actually pledge.  Only doubling the number of donors 
would take care of this. Discussion of alternatives…. membership fee? Issue is percent 
participation. $3 per week per member would take care of this annually. Suggestion to 
put our heads together with the Finance Council to strategize on a new approach to 
solving this problem.  Steve will reach out to Ben Davis.  
 

5. PC Pulpit announcement on February 28.  
Mary Crosley at 9 AM and Jonathan at 11.30 AM. Who we are and inviting parishioners.  
Steve to provide text.  
 

6. Listening Forum on overcoming differences in society  
Model it after the listening session on the abuse crisis. Staff is handling this. PC should 
be present. Is this important? Yes, as Catholics we must. How does the Pastoral Council 
participate? Pastoral Council could host the listening sessions…lay out the ground rules 
and write down what people are saying. Take the burden off the staff. Staff can 



disseminate the output. Do it during the Easter weeks…how to live out the Gospel 
message.  Subgroup of PC to get guidelines from Ann Marie, Ashley will schedule the 
zoom meetings. Start with a song provided by Sherry, then follow the format provided 
by Ann Marie. Subgroup--Diane Bradac, Mary Hutchens, Mary Crosley, Nick Scanlon—
will contact staff before next meeting.  

 
7. Feedback re phone ministry   No new updates.  

 
8. Updates from Fr. Joe 

Christina de Roos Bain passed away this morning. Please keep her family in your 
prayers.  
Also asking for us to think about new leadership and membership in the Council.  

 
9. Bulletin thanks:  

• All those who did Life and Faith sessions this season 
• Sue Hyatt for doing all the contribution statements. 
• Thanks to the hospitality ministers and all who cleaned the Church 
• Martha’s ministry supporting those who need it.  
• All those who have reached out to those who are grieving   
• To those involved in the shawl ministry 
• Thanks to the volunteers involved in the vaccine campaign  

 
10. Closing prayer.  

 
Adjourned 8.30 PM. Next meeting March 8.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


