
Pastoral Council Meeting 
June 14, 2021 
 
Present: Steve Jesch, Diane Bradac, Sogah Dotsevi, Fr. Joe Marcoux, Mary Crosley, Tom Dunn, 
Mary Kay LaLonde, Mary Hutchens, Ben Boynton, Khandikile Sokoni, Adriana Cardenas Bonilla, 
Sue Hyatt,   and Jonathan Lunine.  
 
1. Prayer and Reflection (Ben Boynton) 

The prodigal son and the elder son! 
 

2. Approve May Minutes 
  Minutes were approved with no corrections.  
 

3. Parishioners  

• None 
 

4. Renewing connections update 

Diane: Total of 66 participants at least. (A few walk-ins). Invited the facilitators to describe. 

Tasks of copying, collating, facilitating broad among council and parish staff.  Lunine: It worked 

well, well organized by the committee. a little ambitious in terms of time. Khandi: Gratitude 

people had for the chance to share. Challenging to get to all the questions, though they got to all 

of them. People spoke from the heart. Expression of gratitude for the phone outreach of the 

pastoral council. Some people were challenged by technology so phone outreach important. 

Mary Hutchens: Got in touch with other people’s experiences on a different level. People living 

alone has a different experience than those in a household. Mary Crosley: Wide variety of 

experiences. Overall thought was everyone is glad to be back and how blest we are to have been 

healthy,. Only one contracted COVID, but no long term symptoms. People connected with 

friends and family.  

 

Second session next week.  

 
5. PC membership and leadership for next year 

Pastor with Chair can ask people to come on to the Council. Some people are pending. Sogah 

Dotsevi is incoming Chair, Jonathan Lunine incoming Vice-chair.                 

 

6. PC Goals for next year 

• Meet on zoom or in person? 

• Engaging Parish through listening to parishioners, renewing connections, etc. 

• Committees come and report—sustainability, others 

• Sanctuary family and our role. Mary Crosley stepped in for shopping this month. 

• Changes in the parish—faith formation shared with Immaculate, eventual [change of 

pastor, etc.  

• Fr. Joe: Council should continue speaking from the pulpit periodically.  

• New chair and vice-chair will meet over the summer 



 

7. Updates from Fr. Joe 

• Faith formation position has been offered to someone. Pending. Issues about how 

to coordinate with other parishes in the area (Lansing and Groton) in terms of 

staff. Sharing might be a bandaid on the real problem, which is financial 

contributions after the pandemic and the bankruptcy.  

• Our own financial situation is concerning…need more income on regular basis.  

• Over 200 people at the Masses this weekend. Very good! May add a Mass. Might 

we renew the collection of funds during Mass? 

• Closing of parishes: of the ten in Auburn, recommending four should close. The 

shrinkage continues.  

• How do we bring this message to the rest of the parish? 

 
8. Celebration for Ashley and Fr. Joe 

• June 27: Ashley farewell and 20th anniversary of Fr. Joe’s ordination. Pastoral 

Council member speak on behalf of the Council. Khandi will speak by consensus 

of the Council. General discussion of possible recognitions of various kinds 

followed.  

 
9. Bulletin Thanks 

• Diane and her committee for Renewing Connections.  

• Ashley for her continued even after formal departure—first communions.  

• Elseth O’Toole for her extraordinary cantoring.  

• Jessica and Joe Ryan for Soap for Hope 

• Steve Jesch for his extraordinary service as Pastoral Council chair 

 
10. Closing Prayer  (Steve Jesch).  
The meeting adjourned at 8:35. Next meeting September 13. 

 


