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SECOND SUNDAY IN 

ADVENT  

DECEMBER 6,  2015 



MASSES: dec. 5 —DEC. 13, 2015 

Sat   12/5 9:00 

5:30 

    —— 

Robert Clements (D) 

Sun  12/6 

 

8:30 Vinnie &Victor Sgarlata (D) 

 10:30 People of the Parish 

 12:00 Grace Silvestri (D) 

Mon  12/7 8:30 

7:00 

   —— 

   —— 

Tue   12/8 8:30 

12:10 

7:00 

   —— 

People of the Parish 

Nicholas Troiano (D) 

Wed  12/9 8:30 John Meyers (D) 

Thu   12/10 8:30 Roger Smith (D) 

Fri    12/11 8:30    —— 

Sat   12/12 9:00 

5:30 

Fanny & Charles Giugno (D) 

John Daly (D) 

Sun  12/13 

 

8:30 Jennie & William Abati  (D) 

 10:30 Douglas Parrish (D) 

 12:00 People of the Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar: 

SUNDAY, December 6, 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

�   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes      

      to support a local food pantry. 

   

Mon, Dec. 7 — St. Ambrose 

Tue, Dec. 8 — IMMACULATE CONCEPTION—Holy Day of  

                       Obligation –Masses as Announced 

�    Contemplative Prayer Group: 9:30�10:30�

�    Walking With Purpose : 9:30�11:30�

Wed, Dec. 9 — St. Juan Diego  

� �

Thu, Dec. 10 — Weekday 

�    Bible Study: 7:00�8:30 �

Fri, Dec. 11 — St. Damascus I 

�    Contemplative Prayer Group : 12:30�1:30  �

Sat, Dec. 12 —  Our Lady of Guadalupe 

� Confession: 4:30�5:15�

SUNDAY, December 13, 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes  

      to support a local food pantry.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

Please remember the holy day of obligation on the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8.  

Masses will be Monday, Dec. 7 at 7pm and 

Tuesday, Dec. 8

th

 at 8:30am, 12:10pm and 7pm.  

 

 

Confessions from 4pm-8pm on Monday, 

December 14 

The Archdiocese has instituted a day for each parish 

to have confessions scheduled from 4pm until 8pm 

on Monday, December 14

th

.  Also confessions are 

scheduled on Saturdays 4:30-5:15 and any time by 

appointment. 

Nov. 28—Nov. 29: $3,396 in  86 envelopes        

    2nd Coll. Dec. 12-13: Religious Retirement Fund 

 

ParishPay for November: $10,062 

Please consider using Parish Pay 

Thank you for your generosity 

Advent Liturgical Ministry/Christmas Angel — 

As you recall, each year our Parish FIAT team organ-

izes a Christmas outreach to the poor and those in 

need in our area.  This is not simply a food, clothing 

and gift drive, but an occasion for each of us as fol-

lowers of Christ to heed the call to be apostles of mer-

cy.  This is not a food drive but an apostolate in which 

we are all invited to take part, not only in giving dona-

tions, but in assisting in preparing and bringing the 

gifts to the people in need.  The call to participate will 

be November 22nd and will conclude with our Bless-

ing Mass December 13th at 10:30. 



�

 

 

 

 

Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy 

  

Pope Francis has called for an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 

Divine Mercy (also called a Holy Year) beginning Decem-

ber 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. 

  

What is a Jubilee year? 

A jubilee year generally is celebrated every 50 years.  It is 

rooted in the Old Testament where every 50th year there 

would be a jubilee in which all debts would be forgiven.  

The 50 years is based on the number 7.  Seven is a sacred 

number in Sacred Scripture because it signifies complete-

ness or perfection.  I don’t have the space to recall all occa-

sions in scripture that demonstrate the significance of the 

number 7, but it begins with God when He created the 

world in 6 days and on the 7th day (the Sabbath) He rested.  

Seven times Seven indicates the ultimate perfection.  Yes, I 

know that equals 49 not 50 but 49 would be a Sabbath year 

of rest and the 50

th

 year was a Jubilee year that indicated the 

completion of the 49th year.  It meant a year of rest for the 

land and animals as well as the Israelites.  This would ex-

tend into the Fiftieth year of Jubilee.  It was required that 

slaves be released from bondage and debts be canceled. The 

year of Jubilee would begin with the blowing of a ram’s 

horn called a jubal.  The term Jubilee is derived from this 

word. 

 

The Southern kingdom of Israel (Judah) was conquered by 

the Babylonians in roughly 587 and taken into exile. One of 

the reasons that Judah went into exile in Babylon was that 

they failed to keep the Jubilee year.  While they ceremoni-

ously released those bound in servitude, they immediately 

returned them to bondage.  As a punishment God permitted 

the Babylonians to conquer Judah and take the people into 

bondage.  The penalty was 70 years.  However, the Angel 

Gabriel announces to Daniel that 70 years would not be 

enough, it will have to be 70 times 7 years.  While the return 

back to Judah began 70 years after the exile, the extended 

punishment was not meant as a literal exile from Judah, but 

a spiritual exile in their relationship to God.  The shift is 

being made here from the physical and political exile and 

relationship to God to the spiritual exile and relationship 

with God.  

 

 When our Lord began His ministry, roughly 500 years lat-

er, He quotes from Isaiah who promised a year of favor 

from the Lord: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recover-

ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are op-

pressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord…

Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hear-

ing” (Luke 4:18-21).  Jesus is saying that He is inaugurating 

a Jubilee Year and is declaring the release of all in bondage, 

and that it is the one promised by Isaiah.  While 500 is not 

fifty, recall the punishment the Angel Gabriel declared: a 

bondage of 70 years times 7.  Obviously that equals 490 

years but again if counting in decades the number is not 

complete until the end of the 499

th

 year.  Also, while the 

exact years from the exile to Jesus’ declaration of a Jubilee 

year is not exactly 500 years either, the symbolism is abun-

dantly apparent.  In fact, when Peter asked our Lord how 

many times must we forgive, Jesus said 70 times 7 times.  

This is an allusion to the extended exile of Judah.  In es-

sence Jesus is saying the exile and the bondage caused by 

sin is what He has come to free us from.  Of course the year 

of favor that our Lord has granted to us extends to the end 

of time.  Technically speaking there is no need for a year of 

Jubilee any more. 

  

While many references to a jubilee can be found in Church 

history, from early times there was no formal declaration by 

the Church of a year of Jubilee until the year 1300.  While 

the idea of a jubilee is every 50 years, Pope Urban VI in the 

mid 1300 decided to make the jubilee every 33 years in hon-

or of our Lord’s life span on earth.  However, in 1425 Pope 

Martin V proclaimed a Holy Year only after 25 years and 

the Popes have followed suit ever since. 

 

Our last Holy Year was in the year 2000.  You may recall 

that Pope John Paul had called a Holy Year in 1983 in Hon-

or of the Holy Redeemer and 1,950 years since the death of 

Christ.  An ordinary Jubilee is called every 25 years, but a 

pope may call one at any time.  These are called 

“extraordinary” Jubilees or Holy Years as in commemorat-

ing an anniversary of our Lord’s death.  That makes this 

year an Extraordinary Holy Year and as stated it is in honor 

of the Divine Mercy. 

 

What does a Holy Year mean for Catholics and how can 

you participate in it?  I will take this up in my next column. 

 

In Jesus and Mary 



Please excuse our appearance as our Bulletin is 

undergoing reconstruction.  We have changed 

from a 4 page bulletin to a 6 page bulletin.  

Hopefully these changes will improve not only 

our bulletin but our ability to communicate 

with you on what is going on in the parish, in 

our neighboring parishes, and in our communi-

ty.  This is a work in progress.  Please be pa-

tient as we consider our new format and what 

exactly we want to publish in the Bulletin. 

 

Thank you. 

Readings for the Week of December 6, 2015 

 

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Monday: Is 35:1-10/ Ps 85:9-14/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 

1:26-38 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9-13/Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 

13:18-19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

 

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-

18 

 

©Liturgical Publications Inc   

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 

John Puttre 

Joy Lichten 

 

To add someone to this prayer list you must be a parishioner 

and the person must be an immediate member of your family 

or another parishioner.  Parents, brother’s and sister’s and 

Grandparents are considered immediate members.  This is 

too keep the prayer list from becoming too large and difficult 

to manage.  It will be the responsibility of the person who 

submitted the name to inform the bulletin editor when the 

name should come off.  As of now names will stay on the list 

until removed or one year has passed.  Names may be re-

submitted.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Correction: 

In the  answers to Last Weeks Cross Word 

Puzzle had 2 across as Hebrew.  It should 

be Messiah (the Hebrew term for Christ)  

The word of course is in its English form. 

 

Religious Education 

 

As we develop the bulletin we hope to have a 

section for Religious Education News and In-

formation. 

 Youth Ministry, Teen Life and CYO 

 

We also would like to have a section for news 

and info concerning youth ministry, teen life 

and CYO 

 

Events Elsewhere in the Diocese

 

Regnum Christi Advent Retreat  

for Women – Saturday, December 12 

9:30am – 12:30pm, Church of St. Patrick, 137 

Moseman Rd, Yorktown Heights, NY.  This Ad-

vent Retreat begins with coffee and refresh-

ments, followed by a Talk given by Fr. Donal 

O’Keefe, LC, then time for Reflection & Confes-

sion, Exposition with Meditation, Benediction 

and Mass.  $25 – Kindly register online by Wed, 

Dec 8

th

 at info@loveyourmission.org.  For more 

information contact Linda Romangnoli at La-

dyYoli@aol.com or 914-391-2309. 

NYC Advent Mission - Dec 11, 13 & 14   

St Patrick's Old Cathedral  

 

Pope Francis announced an Extraordinary Jubilee 

to highlight the Catholic Church's "mission to be a 

witness of mercy." The Holy Year of Mercy will 

commence in Rome on December 8th, with the 

opening of the Holy Doors of St. Peter’s, and with 

them, special indulgences. The Holy Doors will 

come to our very own St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral 

parish in New York on December 13th. This year’s 

mission will be organized as a pilgrimage from the 

Basilica to the parish’s Shrine Church of the Most 

Precious Blood in Little Italy, where the doors will 

be located.  For more info go to:  

regnumchristinynjct.org/events,  

Email: info@loveyourmission.org  

or call 914-244-3685. 



 

Children’s Page grades 2-3 


