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THE HOLY FAMILY  

DECEMBER 27,  2015 



MASSES: dec. 26 —JAN. 3, 2016 

Sat   12/26 9:00 

5:30 

No Mass Today 

Marvin Mosher (D) 

Sun  12/27 8:30 People of the Parish 

 10:30 William & Jennie Abati and Jane & 

James Collins (D) 

 12:00 John & Emma Hollingsworth (D) 

Mon  12/28 8:30     —— 

Tue   12/29 8:30 Joseph Lombardo (D) 

Wed  12/30 8:30    —— 

Thu   12/31 8:30 

5:30 

   —— 

People of the Parish 

Fri    1/1 8:30 

12:10 

Joseph Lombardo (D) 

   ——  

Sat   1/2 9:00 

5:30 

   —— 

People of the Parish 

Sun  1/3 8:30 Villa Lavorgna (D) 

 10:30 Nicholas Troiano (D) 

 12:00 Josephine Kouba  (D) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar: 

 

 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Mass Schedule for January 1, Mary the Holy Mother 

of God:  

  Dec. 31: 5:30 

                        Jan. 1: 8:30, 12:10 

 

Note: No First Fridays January 1st and February 

5th; will resume March 4th. 

         No First Saturday February 6th. 

 

 

Collection: Dec. 12-13: $4,333 in 95 envelopes   

                Retired Religious: $1,225 in 50 envelopes 

Immaculate Conception: $513 in 28 envelopes   

 

Collection for Dec. 19-20 not available at this 

printing 

 

ParishPay for November: $10,062 

 

Please consider using Parish Pay 

Thank you for your generosity 

SUNDAY, December 27TH, THE HOLY FAMILY  

�   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry. 

   

Mon, Dec. 28 — The Holy Innocents 

Tue, Dec. 29 — St. Thomas Becket 

�    Contemplative Prayer Group: 9:30�10:30�

�    Walking With Purpose : 9:30�11:30�

Wed, Dec. 30 — Weekday 

� �

Thu, Dec. 31— Vigil of Mary the Holy Mother of God; St.     

                        Sylvester 

�    No Bible Study today �

Fri, Jan. 1 — MARY THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD—Holy 

Day of Obligation              

                         Masses as Announced             �

Sat, Jan. 2 —  St. Basil the Great, Gregory Nazianzen 

                       First Saturday 

� Confession: 4:30�5:15�

SUNDAY, January 3, THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD    

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry.

Save the Date:  

2016 Catholic Elementary School Open Houses Janu-

ary 12, February 2, February 23, March 8, and April 

12 from 9-11 am. 

The Catholic School Region of Rockland invites you 

to experience Catholic schools in action by visiting on 

a TOURING TUESDAY open house event from 9-11 

am or by appointment on the above dates. Reserva-

tions are required, RSVP TO 646-794-2885 or 

www.buildboldfutures.org.  Additional Open 

House dates and times may be scheduled during Cath-

olic Schools Week. 



�

 

 

 

 

Year of Divine Mercy—continued 

 

A summary of last week’s column would be: There is a 

punishment due to sin as an obligation of justice to-

wards God, neighbor, and self.  This obligation is to 

heal the wound of sin in the soul and repair damages 

done and atone for offences.  The offence against God 

is infinite so God became man in Jesus Christ and 

atones for the offence against God.  However we still 

must offer something to heal the wound of sin in our 

souls and the damage done to others.  Also, out of grat-

itude for Jesus paying the infinite debt we owed for the 

offence against God it is only right and just that we 

give Him thanks and offer something in return, even if 

it is but a token in comparison to what He has done for 

us. 

 

Penance 

The first and most essential thing for us to receive 

God’s mercy is to be sincerely sorry for our sins with a 

true purpose of amendment – to repent of the sins with 

a sincere effort to try not to do them again.  If this is 

not the case then everything else that I say is a moot 

point. 

 

If the sin is serious in nature, we must confess it.  If it 

is not serious in nature then confession is not necessary 

but helpful.  Out of justice and charity towards neigh-

bor and gratitude towards God we are obliged to offer 

something in recompense for our sins.  This is the na-

ture of penance.  When we are given a penance in con-

fession it is directed towards this obligation in justice 

and charity/gratitude to offer something in recompense 

of our sins.  The penance is not necessarily sufficient 

to repair the damage done to self and neighbor.  This is 

why it is necessary that we live a penitential life.  Pen-

ance should be done on a regular basis.  It can take the 

form of an act of self-denial of a legitimate pleasure or 

comfort, an offering of unsolicited suffering or burden, 

or act of sacrifice in the form of almsgiving, charity, or 

an act of mercy.  Even though our sins are absolved in 

the sacrament of confession, the tendency towards that 

sin often remains in our heart and it needs to be rooted 

out and replaced with virtue.  If we do not accomplish 

this in this life it must be done in the next.  Purgatory 

has a twofold nature: it is purifying the soul of all at-

tachment to sin and it fulfills the obligations of justice.   

Merit 

Since the suffering is not freely chosen, it cannot be 

gratuitous and therefore there is no merit in purgatory.  

We can only merit in this life.  Now is the time to 

make up for our sins. Since we can merit in this life we 

can offer our merits for the souls in purgatory.  How-

ever, it should be noted that our merits are the merits of 

Jesus Christ.  He crowns our free acts of love and sac-

rifice with the merits of His Love and Sacrifice on the 

cross.  Of course we already share in His merits 

through baptism and the sacraments.  Also, everyone 

one will receive sufficient grace for salvation.  We do 

not merit the sufficient grace for salvation, we merit 

additional grace for our sanctification but it still is His 

merits. 

 

Christ won for us an infinite store of Grace.  Through 

no merit on our part a share in that grace is offered to 

us for our salvation.  We are free to reject it to our 

damnation but we cannot merit it.  Salvation is a free 

gift, damnation is earned.  However, God wants more 

than our salvation.  He wants us to become holy as He 

is Holy, to be perfect as He is perfect.  This grace was 

also won for us by Jesus Christ.  Without His merits 

we would have none.  These graces must be merited on 

our part.  When we go above and beyond the mere ob-

ligations of faith in penance, prayer, and almsgiving 

we merit a reward, a greater share and participation in 

the Grace that Christ merited for us upon the Cross.  

Christ can dispense this grace as He wills of course.  

However, He has entrusted this “store” of grace to His 

Church, giving her the authority to dispense of it.  Re-

member the Church is the Mystical Body and Bride of 

Christ.  The two are one Flesh.  All grace that Christ 

offers to us are through His Mystical Body the Church.  

Even people who are not Catholic receive grace be-

cause of and through the Church. I will explain this 

and the nature of indulgences in my next column. 

 

In Jesus and Mary 



Please excuse our appearance as our Bulletin is 

undergoing reconstruction.  We have changed 

from a 4 page bulletin to a 6 page bulletin.  

Hopefully these changes will improve not only 

our bulletin but our ability to communicate 

with you on what is going on in the parish, in 

our neighboring parishes, and in our communi-

ty.  This is a work in progress.  Please be pa-

tient as we consider our new format and what 

exactly we want to publish in the Bulletin. 

 

Thank you 

 

 Elsewhere in the Archdiocese 

 

New York Encounter 

You are invited to joinu s for New York Encounter 

2016, a three day cultural festival which will take 

place January 15-17, 2016 at the Metropolitan Pavil-

ion on 125 West 18th St. in New York City. 

 

The festival will explore the topic of human longing 

and what contribution our Catholic faith can offer to 

overcome the fear that, nowadays, is so often associ-

ated with  pursing one’s desire. 

 

The could of the encounter is to foster dialogue be-

tween faith and the public sphere, following St. John 

Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis’s sug-

gestions. 

 

Highlights include: 

Saturday, January 16, 2015 at 2:00 pm Crossing to 

the other Shore—Stories of desire, sorrow and for-

giveness at the beginning of the Year of Mercy.  

Speakers: Priscilla La Porte, Joshua Stancil, and Fr. 

Peter J. Cameron, O.P. 

 

Saturday,  January 16 at 6:00 pm: Setting out  on 

the long path of renewal—relections on Pope Fran-

cis’s encyclical Laudato Si (On Care for Our Com-

mon Home). Speakers: Sean Cardinal O’Malley, Jef-

frey Sachs. 

 

Sunday January 17 at 2:00 pm L Longing for the 

sea… and leaving the harbor—Eyewitness accounts 

of stories of immigration and welcoming with Msgr. 

Ronald Marino, Vicar for Migrant and Ethnic Aposto-

lates, Diocese of Brooklyn, and Giulio Piscitelli, pho-

tographer. 

 

Sunday January 17 at 6:00 pm—Your love is bet-

ter than life (Psalm 62) - A testimony on the life of 

Christians facing terror and death in the Middle East 

by Archbshop Amel Nona, exiled Chaldean Catholic 

Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq, a refugee family in Erbil, 

Kurdistan (video) and Fr. Peir Battista Pizzaballa, 

Custos of the Holy Land. 

 

For more information or free promotional material 

please call 212-253-577 or visit 

www.newyorkencounter.org. 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 

John Puttre 

Joy Lichten 

Patricia Tkach 

 

To add someone to this prayer list you must be a parishioner 

and the person must be an immediate member of your family 

or another parishioner.  Parents, brother’s and sister’s and 

Grandparents are considered immediate members.  This is 

too keep the prayer list from becoming too large and difficult 

to manage.  It will be the responsibility of the person who 

submitted the name to inform the bulletin editor when the 

name should come off.  As of now names will stay on the list 

until removed or one year has passed.  Names may be re-

submitted.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Religious Education 

 

As we develop the bulletin we hope to have a 

section for Religious Education News and In-

formation. 

 Youth Ministry, Teen Life and CYO 

 

We also would like to have a section for news 

and info concerning youth ministry, teen life 

and CYO 



 


