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THE BAPTISM OF  

THE LORD 

JANUARY 10,  2016 



MASSES: jan. 9—jan. 17, 2016 

Sat   1/9 9:00 

5:30 

   —— 

People of the Parish 

 

Sun  1/10 8:30 Miguel Antonio Gomez (D)  

 10:30 Douglas Parrish  (D)  

 12:00 Lillian Bruno  (D)  

Mon  1/11 8:30  Lena DeRossi (D)  

Tue   1/12 8:30 John  Daly  (D)  

Wed  1/13 8:30    ——  

Thu   1/14 8:30 

 

   ——  

Fri    1/15 8:30 

 

Johanna Peters (D) 

  

 

Sat   1/16 9:00 

5:30 

Terra Smith (L) 

John Hollingsworth (D) 

 

Sun  1/17 8:30 John Russo (D)  

 10:30 Nicholas Troiano (D)  

 12:00 People of the Parish  

Calendar: 

Save the Date:  

2016 Catholic Elementary School Open Houses 

January 12, February 2, February 23, March 8, and 

April 12 from 9-11 am. 

The Catholic School Region of Rockland invites you 

to experience Catholic schools in action by visiting 

on a TOURING TUESDAY open house event from 

9-11 am or by appointment on the above dates. 

Reservations are required, RSVP TO 646-794-2885 

or www.buildboldfutures.org.  Additional Open 

House dates and times may be scheduled during 

Catholic Schools Week. 

 

 

 

Collection: Jan. 2-3: $4,414.50  in 92 envelopes   

      Catholic Communications: $829 in 39 envelopes 

   

Collections: Christmas: $41,952 in 140 envelopes        

            Dec. 26-27: $4,255.50 in 84 envelopes  

            Jan. 1-Solemnity of Mary: $1,179 in 42   

                       envelopes 

 

ParishPay for December Reg. Collection: $12,552 

SUNDAY, January 10, THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD    

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry.

Mon, Jan 11 — Weekday 

Tue, Jan. 12 — Weekday 

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 9:30-10:30 

    Walking With Purpose : 9:30-11:30 

Wed, Jan. 13 — St. Hilary 

Thu, Jan. 14 — Weekday 

    Bible Study: 7:00-8:30 pm 

Fri, Jan. 15 —Weekday              

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30 
     

Sat, Jan. 16 —  Weekday 
 Confession: 4:30-5:15 

SUNDAY, January 17, THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD    

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry.

 

Note: No First Friday February 5th; will resume 

March 4th. 

         No First Saturday February 6th. 

 

RETREAT—Spiritual exercises are an opportunity 

for  retreat from the hectic, noisy world and encounter 

Jesus Christ in a more profound and personal way. 

The retreat focuses on the gospels and the fullness of 

the Catholic faith, opening the soul to the transform-

ing power of grace.  Offered by the Legionaries of 

Christ, the retreat is based on the Spir itual Exer-

cises of St. Ignatius Loyola and is comprised of guid-

ed meditations, private reflection, Mass, opportunities 

for Confession and spiritual direction. 

    Women’s Weekends: Feb. 19-21, Mar. 11-13,  

                                       June 24-26 

     Men’s Weekend: Feb.. 26-28 

Retreat weekends begin Friday at 5pm and end Sun-

day after 3pm Mass. 

For more information call 914-244-3685 or go to 

www.regnumchristny.org 



 
 

 

 
 

Year of Divine Mercy—continued 
 
Why did I go through all of this “stuff” about temporal pun-

ishment due to sin?  Is this not antiquated theology? I have 

gone through all of this “stuff” about temporal punishment 

due to sin, because, we cannot understand or appreciate the 

graces and privileges offered to us in this Holy Year dedi-

cated to Divine Mercy, unless we have an understanding 

and appreciation that we do “owe” something, in both jus-

tice and charity, because of our sins.  Since this “stuff” has 

often been treated by bishops, priests, and teachers of the 

Faith as antiquated many are simply ignorant of this notion 

or have believed that this is no longer a part of Catholic the-

ology anymore.  As the last column demonstrated, by quot-

ing extensively from the official Catechism of the Catholic 

Church on the teaching of temporal punishment due to sin 

and the meaning of indulgences, this “stuff” is clearly still a 

part of authentic Catholic teaching.  Purgatory, the place 

where we pay the temporal punishment due to sin if we did 

not sufficiently make up for it in this life, is Catholic dogma 

(Certain and infallible teaching). 

 

Purgatory has a two-fold purpose: temporal punishment due 

to sin and the purification of the soul from all attachment to 

sin.  The private revelations of Jesus Christ to St. Faustina 

regarding His Divine Mercy and the devotion to it that He 

wished to establish, contained a vision of purgatory by St. 

Faustina. (Note: private revelation means that we are not 

obliged to make an act of faith in it.  In fact we should never 

make an act of faith in any private revelation, but if support-

ed by the Church we can believe it and it would be reasona-

ble to take heed of it in our life.  An act of Faith should only 

be placed in public Divine Revelation: Sacred Scripture, 

Divine Apostolic Tradition and only as officially interpreted 

and taught to us by the Magisterium of the Church.)  While 

some may want to dismiss this revelation to St. Faustina as 

fanciful, exaggerated, St. Faustina’s personal interpretation-

al spin due to a lack of “theological education”, i.e. simple, I 

believe it is foolish to do so. While it is true that a Divine 

mystery is being revealed in a manner imperfectly grasped 

by the recipient, and that it is related according to the ability 

of the recipient, it is still the manner chosen by our Lord to 

have His message relayed to us.  “I offer you praise O’ Fa-

ther, Lord of heaven and earth, because what you have hid-

den from the learned and clever you have revealed to the 

merest children.” (Lk 10:21) 

  

… I saw my Guardian Angel, who ordered me to 

follow him.  In a moment I was in a misty place full 

of fire in which there was a great crowd of suffering 

souls.  They were praying fervently, but to no avail, 

for themselves; only we can come to their aid.  The 

flames which were burning them did not touch me 

at all.  My Guardian Angel did not leave me for an 

instant.  I asked these souls what their greatest suf-

fering was.  They answered me in one voice that 

their greatest torment was longing for God.  I saw 

our Lady visiting the souls in Purgatory.  The souls 

call her “The Star of the Sea.”  She brings them re-

freshment.  I wanted to talk with them some more, 

but my Guardian Angel beckoned me to leave.  We 

went out of that prison of suffering.  [I heard an in-

terior voice] which said, My mercy does not want 

this, but justice demands it.  Since that time, I 

am in closer communion with the suffering souls. 

(Diary of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, 20) 

 

…Once I was summoned to the judgment [seat] of 

God.  I stood alone before the Lord.  Jesus appeared 

… Suddenly I saw the complete condition of my 

soul as God sees it.  I could clearly see all that is 

displeasing to God.  I did not know that even the 

smallest transgressions will have to be accounted 

for.  What a moment!  Who can describe it? To 

stand before the Thrice-Holy God! (Diary 36). 

 

My friends, I want to impress upon you the importance of 

repentance from sin and the offering of penance and repara-

tion for our sins.  It is far easier to suffer a life time here on 

earth than a day in purgatory.  Now is the time of Mercy.  

Take advantage of this Holy Year.  I am 53 years old.  If I 

obtain a plenary indulgence that means all the time I have 

earned in purgatory over my life time due to sin is wiped 

away.  This is not ordinary, but an extra-ordinary grace that 

Jesus offers us through His Church.  It is similar to a parent 

trying to get a child to do what he/she should do.  Instead of 

merely threatening the child with punishment, the parent 

offers a chance for mercy: “I should ground you for a month 

but if you at least say you are sorry, clean your room, and 

are nice to your little brother for the rest of the day – I will 

not ground you.”  Our Lord is saying to us: “Although you 

are deserving of a long time in purgatory for your sins, if 

you go to confession, make a firm purpose of amendment of 

your life, partake in a Holy Year devotion, I will remove all 

temporal punishment due to your sins.”  How easy our Lord 

and His Church makes it for us and how merciful He is.  

How foolish of us if we do not take advantage of this. 

 

In Jesus and Mary, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following grades will host the 10:30 Mass 

and social on the respective dates: 

 Jan.10 3rd Grade 

 Jan 24 4th Grade 

 Jan 31 5th Grade 

 Feb. 28 6th Grade 

 Mar 6 7th Grade 

 Mar 13 8th Grade 

 

Please keep our First Communion Class in your 

prayers as they prepare for their First Confes-

sions on January 30th. 

Teen Life News 
Teen Life has a record number  of members and is 

growing!  Teen Life has been off to a great start this 

year.   

 

In November, Teen Life members solicited food dona-

tions at DiCiccos and helped deliver the food to 

Neighbor to Neighbor, hosted a Halloween event at 

the Bristal and an arts and crafts event for younger 

children of the parish during Pasta Night.   

 

In December, teen life members participated in a 

Christmas Caroling event at the Bristal.  Some resi-

dents said that this event was the highlight of 

their Christmas!  Thank you to Cameron Fonte and 

Suzanne Samsen and her family for organiz-

ing.  Thank you to the Lichtens for bringing the entire 

family (Rob, Sue, Ally, Kaila, Analise, and RJ). Spe-

cial thanks to Gianna, Aniella, John and Lois-

ann Poppo for sharing their musical talents and pas-

sion.  The Poppos truly made this a special event.   

 

Mark Your Calendars for the Upcoming Teen Life 

Events: 

 Jan 24th  Teen Life Meeting directly following 

10:30 mass 

 Feb 20th  Teens are volunteering at the Special 

Olympics.  Please contact Melissa Gordon to vol-

unteer. 

 March 4th  Dynamic Speaker Paul Kim 

 March 6th  March Madness 

 March 12th and April 9th Teens are volunteering 

at the Meatloaf  

CYO.... 

Not Just Basketball 
 

CYO has been off to a terrific 

2015-2016 season.  Boys and 

Girls grades 3-12 are having 

fun playing basketball and 

learning how to work together. The church was filled 

with CYO players at our CYO mass.  Players and 

coaches gathered together in prayer to start the sea-

son.   

 

CYO held its annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and 

helped sort and deliver the food to a local food pan-

try.  A BIG THANK YOU to all the families who do-

nated food and helped sort and deliver.  CYO and 

Teen Life joined forces this year for this event.  260 

lbs of pasta, 240 boxes of cereal, 171 cans of soup and 

much more food was collected.  Enough food and 

money was donated to feed 500 families!  CYO annual 

Angel Bundles Christmas program is underway.  PJs, 

sweatpants and Walmart cards will be donated to 

needy families of Assumption Parish in Peekskill.   

 

Thank you to all the CYO families for sharing your 

blessings.   

 

 

 

For your Information— 
 

You may remember the pews in St. Francis Hall that 

cluttered the stage.  My former parish, Good Shepherd 

in Rhinebeck, was in need of pews and I offered them 

to the parish.  Fr. Crawford graciously accepted and 

gave us a donation for them.  I have bought a ping-

pong table and set it up on the stage.  Eventually I 

would like to get some other items  - I am thinking 

possibly a Fuss-ball and air hockey table.  The reason 

for this is that St. Francis Hall might be able to be used 

as a recreation center for our teens.  There will be need 

of some organization, ground rules, management and 

supervision of course.  Also, some connection to the 

faith and our Catholic identity would have to be incor-

porated.  More on this later.  For now, I wanted you to 

know what happened to the pews and why we have a 

ping-pong table in the gym.  

 

- Fr. Galens 



 Elsewhere in the Archdiocese 

 

New York Encounter 
You are invited to joinu s for New York Encounter 

2016, a three day cultural festival which will take 

place January 15-17, 2016 at the Metropolitan Pavil-

ion on 125 West 18th St. in New York City. 

 

The festival will explore the topic of human longing 

and what contribution our Catholic faith can offer to 

overcome the fear that, nowadays, is so often associ-

ated with  pursing one’s desire. 

 

The could of the encounter is to foster dialogue be-

tween faith and the public sphere, following St. John 

Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis’s sug-

gestions. 

 

Highlights include: 

Saturday, January 16, 2015 at 2:00 pm Crossing to 

the other Shore—Stories of desire, sorrow and for-

giveness at the beginning of the Year of Mercy.  

Speakers: Priscilla La Porte, Joshua Stancil, and Fr. 

Peter J. Cameron, O.P. 

 

Saturday,  January 16 at 6:00 pm: Setting out  on 

the long path of renewal—relections on Pope Fran-

cis’s encyclical Laudato Si (On Care for Our Com-

mon Home). Speakers: Sean Cardinal O’Malley, Jef-

frey Sachs. 

 

Sunday January 17 at 2:00 pm L Longing for the 

sea… and leaving the harbor—Eyewitness accounts 

of stories of immigration and welcoming with Msgr. 

Ronald Marino, Vicar for Migrant and Ethnic Aposto-

lates, Diocese of Brooklyn, and Giulio Piscitelli, pho-

tographer. 

 

Sunday January 17 at 6:00 pm—Your love is bet-

ter than life (Psalm 62) - A testimony on the life of 

Christians facing terror and death in the Middle East 

by Archbshop Amel Nona, exiled Chaldean Catholic 

Archbishop of Mosul, Iraq, a refugee family in Erbil, 

Kurdistan (video) and Fr. Peir Battista Pizzaballa, 

Custos of the Holy Land. 

 

For more information or free promotional material 

please call 212-253-577 or visit 

www.newyorkencounter.org. 

 

 

 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 
 

Jaspare Miranda 

John Puttre 

Joy Lichten 

Patricia Tkach  

 

 
 
Thank you to all who made the Christmas celebration in our parish 

so beautiful.  Whether it be the decorating of the church and hall, 

the giving, organizing, and /or distribution of gifts for those in 

need, bringing Christmas cheer to the homebound and the residents 

at Bristal, providing beautiful music and song to our Christmas 

Masses, serving at the Masses, organizing and performing in the 

Christmas pageant, giving a Christmas donation, or simply being 

cheerful and wishing all who you met a Merry Christmas and a 

Healthy and Happy New Year.  Thank you. 

 

Also, on a personal note I would like to thank you for all the gen-

erous gifts, best wishes and invites for Christmas.  Fortunately I 

was able to get back to my home town and see most of my family on 

Christmas day and through the weekend. 

 

Thank you again, 

 

 

 

 

 

The Music Ministry of St. Patrick's is announcing the 

start of our parish choir with our 

first rehearsal beginning Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the Church. We are looking for 

singers, high school age to adult, to take part in this 

wonderful ministry.  No experience is necessary. Just 

a willingness to sing and commitment to attend re-

hearsals and scheduled ministries. Should you have 

any questions, please direct them to John Failla, Di-

rector of Music Ministry after any of the Masses or to 

his email address:  

Music.Director@stpatrickinarmonk.org 


