
Church of 

St. Patrick 

in Armonk 
 

P.O. Box 6, 

29 Cox Avenue, 

Armonk, N.Y. 10504 

(914) 273-9724 

FOURTH SUNDAY  

OF LENT 

MARCH 6,  2016 



MASSES: mar. 5—Mar. 13, 2016 

Sat   3/5 9:00 

5:30 

   —— 

Richard D. Russo (D) 

 

Sun  3/6 8:30 Donald Crouchley (D)  

 10:30 People of the Parish  

 12:00 Frank Farello (D)  

Mon   3/7 8:30     ——  

Tue    3/8 8:30    ——  

Wed   3/9 8:30 Claire Finnan (L)  

Thu    3/10 8:30 

 

   ——  

Fri     3/11 8:30 

 

Frank Golden, Sr. (D) 

  

 

Sat    3/12 9:00 

5:30 

John Daly (D) 

Jane & John Sowinski (D) 

 

Sun   3/13 8:30    ——  

 10:30 Nicholas Toriano (D)  

 12:00 People of the Parish  

Calendar: 

 

Collection: Feb. 27-28: $4,198.50  in 97 envelopes 

 

ParishPay for January Reg. Collection: $10,017.00 

 

Please consider using Parish Pay 

Thank you for your generosity 

SUNDAY, March 6, 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 

    
   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes    

to support a local food pantry.

Mon, Mar. 7 — SS Perpetua and Felicity 

Tue, Mar. 8 — St. John of God 

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30 

    Walking With Purpose : 9:30-11:30 

Wed, Mar. 9 — St. Frances of Rome 

Thu, Mar. 10 — Weekday 

    Bible Study: 7:00-8:30 pm 

Fri, Mar. 11 — Weekday              

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 1:00-2:00  
      Stations of the Cross: 7:00pm 
     

Sat, Mar. 12 —  St. Patrick Celebration Parish Dinner 

 
 Confession: 4:30-5:15 

SUNDAY, March 13, 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT    

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry.

 

Food First Sunday — We are looking for volun-

teers to help deliver the donated food to the Food 

Pantry in Mt. Kisco.  If you can help with this 

job, please call or email the office: 914-273-0724 

or churchofstpat@optonline.net 

 

________________________ 

 

Cardinal’s Appeal Update 
  As of 3/1/16 

 

Goal:              $43,000 

Pledged:             $11,575 

Paid:             $  9,275 

Gifts:              33 

SPRING FORWARD!  Daylight Savings Time 
begins March 13.  Remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour. 



    THE FOUR  LAST 

THINGS 
 

 

Hell 
Traditionally the “Four Last Things” are listed as Death, 

Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Since I do not want to end up in 

Hell, I decided to change the order of my series so that we 

end up in Heaven.   

 

As stated in my last column, if we stand before God without 

sanctifying grace, we will be judged to hell.  There are many 

people who have real difficulties with this notion of “hell.”  

Why would an all good, loving, and merciful God send any-

one to hell for all eternity?  Some would answer because God 

is also all just.  However, eternal punishment in hell seems to 

many rather heavy handed, especially regarding many of the 

sins that are considered mortal sins by the Church, which 

teaches that one un-repented mortal sin is punishable in hell.  

This has led many to doubt the existence of hell or that if hell 

does exist, only really horrible criminals like Hitler go there .  

This misunderstanding is rooted in a misunderstanding of 

God’s Love, Mercy, and Justice.  If God loves us so much, 

why would He permit anyone to go to hell?  The answer is 

precisely that: Hell exists, and the fallen angels (devils) and 

condemned persons are there because God loves them. 

 

Maybe the reason hell is last in the traditional form of the 

Four Last Things is because you cannot understand hell with-

out understanding heaven.  To put it briefly, as I will ex-

pound on Heaven in my next column, Heaven is the full and 

perfect participation in the life of God in the mystery of the 

Trinity.  God’s life is Love.  Love is by definition the free 

gift of oneself to another for the other’s sake.  To participate 

fully and perfectly in the Love of God, one must do so freely.  

If it is forced, it is not love.  God would not be loving us if 

He forced us to love Him, and whatever was forced from us 

could not be love.  God will never, in all eternity, God will 

never force us to love Him.  Our participation in the love of 

God is a gift He gives us in Sanctifying Grace.  While we live 

here on earth we participate in God’s life imperfectly.  Mary, 

while she was full of Grace, grew in Holiness in such a way 

that her “capacity,” so to say, to participate in God’s life 

(Grace) grew.  While she remains a creature and therefore 

finite, the holiness of Mary would reach such a capacity that 

not even all the Angels and Saints in Heaven can comprehend 

it.  (Cf. Pope Pius XII—Encyclical on the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus).  Mary’s perfection, as well as ours (to whatever de-

gree that might be), is found in the Beatific Vision, i.e., when 

we see (participate in) God “face to face” in heaven.  We are 

placed here on earth so that in freedom we cannot manifest 

true love of God.  If we fail, we have this time on earth to 

repent and manifest love of God through true sorrow: a hum-

ble contrite heart.  Again, I return to my basic notion: Sancti-

fying Grace is the key to our eternity.  It is our participation, 

while for us partial (not full as in Mary’s case) and imperfect, 

in the Life and Love of God. 

 

If we die and stand before God in the person of Jesus Christ 

and we do not have true Love of God, i.e., Sanctifying Grace, 

we will be standing in eternity without love of God.  It is not 

that God does not love us, but it is that we have failed to love 

God, even so imperfectly as to have true sorrow for our sins 

for love of God. There will be no more time to repent or mer-

it grace.  Our decision is no longer temporal, but eternal.  We 

have eternally separated ourselves from God.  God, because 

He loves us, but will  never force us to love Him, permits us 

to be separated from Him for all eternity.  This is the essence 

of hell, to be separated from God for eternity. This is the 

greatest torment of hell, to know we will never see the Face 

of God. 

 

One might argue, “But isn’t the desire to see the Face of God 

a sign of love?”  It could be if it was for love of God and not 

for “love” of self.  I put quotations around “love” of self be-

cause it is not true love of self but selfishness.  Since our un-

ion with God in Heaven is revealed to us in the Sacrament of 

Marriage, let me use the following analogy:  When a man 

loves a woman, or visa versa, he desires to be one with her.  

He wants to give himself to her, even physically, as an ex-

pression of that love.  When a man lusts for a woman, he de-

sires her, not to be one with her, but to have, to possess, to 

take, rather than to give. When the desire is strong enough, it 

can become like a fire, a passion that burns and consumes 

him.  This is not love, for it is all directed towards the self 

and not towards the other.  So it is with the soul that is in 

hell.  When a person has given himself over to in sin in so 

many things, seeking self pleasure and satisfaction could nev-

er truly fulfill him.  Now, when it is too late, the soul knows 

that God could fill it, and it is miserable—not for the offense 

to God, but to self. 

 

“I tell you, that to every one who has will more be given; but 

from him who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away.” (Lk 19:26)  Every person receives God’s grace to 

help them to choose good and reject evil and to lead them to 

salvation.  Every one receives sufficient grace for salvation to 

lead us to the reception of Sanctifying Grace.  However, in 

hell all grace is lost.  If we do not have Sanctifying Grace, 

even what we have, the grace of God that gives us pleasure, 

joy, the ability to have human love of family, friends, et 

cetera will be taken away.  It is lost for eternity.  The soul in 

hell is void of all love, of self, of others, and of God.  God 

wills it because we have chosen it by rejecting His grace, His 

mercy, and His will: “ But as for these enemies of mine, who 

did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay 

them before me.” (Lk 19:27)  We permit God to reign over us 

when we do His will, not ours: “If you love me you will keep 

my commandments.” (Jn 14:15) 

  

In Jesus and Mary, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following grades will host the 10:30 Mass and 

social on the respective dates: 

 

 Feb. 28 6th Grade 

 Mar 6 7th Grade 

 Mar 13 8th Grade 

 Apr  11 3rd Grade 

 Apr  18 4th Grade 

Teen Life News 
8th Graders: 
You are cordially invited to join St. Patrick's Teen 

Life!  Please register on the St. Patrick of Armonk 

website.  Teen Life has some terrific upcoming 

events.   

Volunteers Needed for Soup Kitchen 
Homeless people and struggling families can find 

shelter, a warm meal and friendly faces in soup 

kitchens. All volunteers at soup kitchens make a dif-

ference in somebody's life. And while you may find 

yourself short on free time, the rewards of volunteer-

ing at a soup kitchen will be worth it. Soup Kitchen 

Volunteering takes place on Sat. Afternoons be-

tween 12-3 (5 kids max) on March 12th and April 

9th (7 teens max). Teens must be at least 15 years old 

to volunteer. The soup kitchen is called the Meatloaf 

Kitchen and is located in NYC.  Please contact teen 

life asap if your child is interested in participat-

ing.  Adults interested in bringing a group to a soup 

kitchen should also contact Teen Life. 

Teen Rec. Night 
We are also going to be sending out announcement 

regarding some Teen Rec. nights and other things so 

you must regularly check the St. Patrick of Armonk 

Google Plus Community.  So...how do you do 

that?  You must provide a gmail address 

(students school email works!) asap.  We will then 

send you an Invitation to join the google plus com-

munity you must "accept invitation".  In order to find 

the invitation, you must have a google account, or 

gmail account.  In your gmail make sure you check 

"All Mail" and/or "Social" or  "Categories" to find 

your invitation to join.  Sometimes it does not show 

up in the standard Inbox. It is important that you do 

this asap as we would like to use Google Plus as a 

means of communicating.   AOL, Verizon and others 

do not work with Google plus.  Parents are wel-

come to join our Google Plus Teen Life Community 

but you too must provide us with a gmail address. 

. 

  

 

   .  



 

 

 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 

    Lillian Ward  Jeannie Morris 

    Eileen Sullivan  Katerinna MacNeil  

    Jaspare Miranda  Perinna Ruggerio 

    John Puttre 

    Joy Lichten 

    Patricia Tkach 

   Mario & Gloria Guiliano 

    Sal & Barbara Grasso 

    Paul Benfari 

   Katherine Dubiell 

 Elsewhere in the Archdiocese 
 

Spiritual Retreat 
Offered by the Legionaries of Christ, the retreat is based on 

the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola and is com-

prised of guided meditations, private reflection, Mass, op-

portunities for Confession and spiritual direction. 

 

Women’s Weekends: Feb. 19-21, Mar. 11-13, June 24-26                              

Men’s Weekend:  Feb.. 26-28 

  

Retreat weekends begin Friday at 5pm and end Sunday after 

3pm Mass. 

 For more information call 914-244-3685 or go to 

www.regnumchristny.org  

 

From the Office of the Vicar General,  

Archdiocese of New York 
Anyone who needs to report an alleged incident of sexual 

abuse of a minor by a priest, deacon, religious, or lay person 

serving in the Archdiocese of New York is asked to contact 

Sr. Eileen Clifford, O.P. at 212-371-1000 x 2949 or Deacon 

George J. Coppola at 917-861-1762.  Both  may be reached 

via e-mail at victimassistance@archny.org.  Information can 

also be  found on the archdiocesan website, 

www.archny.org. In keeping with the archdiocesan policy 

regarding sexual abuse of minors, this information is provid-

ed to ensure that our children remain safe and secure. 

——— 

The Archdiocese of New York takes the stewardship of your 

donations and its resources seriously.  If you have 

knowledge of financial misconduct or suspect that it might 

be occurring, please report your concerns via a toll-free hot-

line at 877-820-0541, or on the internet at http://

www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY.  Both are available 24 

hours per day. 

 
The Catholic schools of Northern Westchester/Putnam 

represent one of the greatest educational values and there 

are seats available in our PreK through 8th grade pro-

grams for the 2016-2017 school year. We invite you to 

experience Catholic education in action by attending 

Touring Tuesday or  by scheduling a pr ivate tour .  

Upcoming Touring Tuesday events will be held on 

March 8th, and April 12th from 9-11am or by appoint-

ment. Please call 646-794-2885 to make a reservation! 

Families may apply to a Northern Westchester/Putnam 

regional Catholic school and learn about Financial Assis-

tance in three ways: 

Using our NEW Online Application via 

www.ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.org 
1. Over the phone by calling our bilingual assistance 

line: 646-794-2885 
In person by visiting the Catholic school of your choice 
We look forward to welcoming you to our family! 

———————————————————————- 

Readings for the Week of March 6, 2016 

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-7/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 

15:1-3, 11-32 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17

-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-23/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-21, 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25

-30 

Saturday: Jer  11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9-12/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-

11 

 ———————————————————————

- 

http://www.ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.org

