
Church of 

St. Patrick 

in Armonk 
  

P.O. Box 6, 

29 Cox Avenue, 

Armonk, N.Y. 10504 

(914) 273-9724 

FIFTH SUNDAY  

OF  EASTER  

APRIL 24, 2016



MASSES: Apr. 23—MAY 1, 2016 

Sat     4/23 9:00 

5:30 

Catherine Daly (D) 

Guy Magrone (D) 

 

Sun    4/24 8:30 Theresa and John O’Donnell (D)  

 10:30 People of the Parish  

 12:00 Ray Galante (D)  

Mon   4/25 8:30  Jeremy Howard (L)  

Tue    4/26 8:30 Ellen McGee (D)  

Wed   4/27 8:30 Anna Wilson (L)  

Thu    4/28 8:30 

 

 John and Emma Hollingsworth (D)  

Fri      4/29 8:30  John R. O’Hanlon (D)  

Sat     4/30 9:00 

5:30 

Yvonne Holmes (D) 

Father John Quinn  (D) 

 

Sun    5/1 8:30 Joseph Lombardo (D)  

 10:30 Dolores Dillulio (D)   

 12:00 People of the Parish  

Calendar: 

 

Collections: April 16-17: $4,154.00 in 100 envelopes 

  

 Collection next weekend:  Catholic Church in  

                            Central and Eastern Europe      

 

ParishPay for March Regular Collection: $8,707 

 

Please consider using Parish Pay 

Thank you for your generosity 

 

SUNDAY, April 24, FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

    
   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes    

to support a local food pantry.

Mon, Apr. 25 — St. Mark 

Tue, Apr. 26 — Weekday 

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30 

    Walking With Purpose : 9:30-11:30 

Wed, Apr. 27 — Weekday 

Thu, Apr. 28 — SS. Peter Chanel, Louis Grignion de   

                         Montfort 

Fri, Apr. 29 — St. Catherine of Siena             

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 1:00-2:00 

Sat, Apr. 30  — St. Pius V

SUNDAY, May 1, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes 

to support a local food pantry.

 

 

 

Cardinal’s Appeal Update 
  As of 4/15/16 

 

Goal:              $43,000 

Pledged:             $41,170 

Paid:             $38,410 

Gifts:              95 

Average Gift:            $433.30  

 

 

Readings for the Week of April 24, 2016 
 
Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-13/Rv 21:1-5a/
    Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/          
     Mk 16:15-20 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-13, 21/         
      Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-5/Jn               
          15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-3, 10/Jn           
       15:9-11 
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-10, 12/Jn 15:12-   
  17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Jn          
      15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3,                
             5-6, 8/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn                
             14:23-29 



Catholic Teaching and Divine Teaching:  

is there a Difference?   
 

I want to circle around and come back to the nature of Church 

teaching.  While this is the same series, “Papal Teaching and Cath-

olic Teaching: is there a Difference?”, I named this column 

“Catholic Teaching and Divine Teaching: is there a Difference?”.   

 

Often I hear the phrase “The Church teaches that you can’t use 

artificial birth control.  Who is the Church to tell me what I can 

and cannot do in my own bedroom?”  The answer is God.  You 

might object and say I am equating the Church with God and that 

sounds like blasphemy and idolatry.   While I am to a certain de-

gree (not in the absolute sense) equating the Church with God but 

not in a blasphemous and idolatrous way.  Let me explain very 

simply:  Jesus Christ is God.  The Church is the mystical body of 

Jesus Christ.  The Church is also the bride of Christ.  The two have 

become one flesh.  This is true to such a degree that under precise 

conditions, when the Church teaches us, it is Christ who is teach-

ings us.  As Jesus himself said to the Apostles, “he who hears you 

hears me.”  When Saul (St. Paul) was persecuting the Church, our 

Lord said to him “Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  Clearly our 

Lord identifies Himself with the Church.  As Scripture says: “they 

shall be taught by God.”  The question now becomes: “when and 

to what extent can we be certain that when the Church teaches 

something, we are truly hearing Jesus, our Divine Lord and Sav-

ior?” 

 

I already mentioned previously that any teachings or belief in the 

Church must have been taught always (since apostolic times), eve-

rywhere (throughout the whole Church), and by everyone, (the 

people have believed it, the bishops have taught it and the popes 

have confirmed it) to be considered with any certainty as official, 

Catholic teaching.  The same is basically true for Divine Teaching.  

I say basically because even though much of Divine Teachings is 

directly revealed to us in Sacred Scripture, even Sacred Scripture 

is based on official Catholic teachings.  By this I mean it is the 

Catholic Church that declared with official certainty that the 73 

books in the Catholic Bible are inspired by God and therefore the 

Word of God without error.   

 

It is in a similar sense that we can be certain that we are hearing 

the words of Jesus when what is being taught fulfills the three con-

ditions: always, everywhere, and by everyone.  To beg the ques-

tion, we can ask: “how can we be certain that all three conditions 

are being met?”  This becomes the fundamental question of Catho-

lic doctrine: how certain are we?  Are we so certain that we are 

obliged to give an assent of Faith?  By assent of Faith I mean that 

we are obliged to believe it is true otherwise we commit a sin 

against faith.  This would be distinct from an assent of will and an 

ascent of intellect.  An ascent of will requires obedience but not 

necessary an act of faith.  An ascent of intellect requires that we 

respect the authority by which a teaching is given; we do not de-

scent from it, but we are not required to give an act of faith.  For 

example: we are obliged to believe in the Immaculate Conception 

of Mary with an ascent of Faith because the Church teaches it with 

defined certainty and thus is infallible. God has taught us.  Some 

teachings the Church teaches with less certainty, but none the less 

requires an ascent of intellect because to undermine “this” particu-

lar teaching could undermine a certain clear teaching.  For exam-

ple we are obliged to give an ascent of our intellect to the belief 

that all of humanity descended from a single couple (monogenism) 

and not from many couples (polygenism).  Pope Pius XII taught 

this in his Encyclical “Humani Generis” (On Human Origins), that 

we are to hold to monogenism because “it is not yet apparent” how 

we can reconcile polygenism with the Church’s teachings on origi-

nal sin, i.e., that original sin is transmitted to all through genera-

tions from the sin of one man – Adam.  If polygenism can ever be 

reconciled with the certain teaching that original sin is inherited to 

all through the one man Adam, then we might be able to hold poly-

genism.  This requires also an obedience of the will to show re-

spect to the authority of Pius XII’s teaching.  However, obedience 

of the will must also be shown to the laws of the Church.  These 

laws are not necessarily Divine Law (ex. The obligation to go to 

Mass on Holy Days of Obligation or to abstain from meat on Good 

Friday), but we are bound to them because Jesus gave that authori-

ty to the Church: “Whatever you held bound on earth I will hold 

bound in Heaven.” 

 

While some teachings that exist in the Church are so obviously 

essential to the Faith, and clearly we can say that the Church is 

simply teaching what God has taught us, others are less so.  They 

can run the gambit from being doubtful (limbo of the infants – has 

never been officially embraced by Church authority) to rather defi-

nite (immorality of artificial contraception) to the definite (any 

defined dogmatic statements of the Church in an Ecumenical 

Council confirmed by the Pope or any Papal definitions). 

The teaching of a male only priesthood is a perfect example of 

this.  The Church has the teaching and practice since apostolic 

times (always), the teaching has been throughout the Church 

(everywhere), and it has been believed by the faithful, taught by 

the bishops, and confirmed by the popes.  However, in modern 

times many have seriously questioned whether this was simply 

Church discipline or Divine mandate.  To settle the issue, Pope St. 

John Paul II wrote an Apostolic Letter “Ordinatio Sacerdotal-

is” (Priestly Ordination) in which he invoked his apostolic authori-

ty as successor to St. Peter, on a matter of faith rooted in Divine 

Apostolic Tradition and Sacred Scripture, and did so in a definitive 

way that requires ascent of all the Church’s faithful: 

 
ORDINATIO SACERDOTALIS 
“Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed re-
garding a matter of great importance, a matter which 
pertains to the Church's divine constitution itself, in virtue 
of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I 
declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to 
confer priestly ordination on women and that this judg-
ment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful.” 

 

To conclude – some teachings in the Church can be questioned, 

whether we are hearing Jesus teach us: “he who hears you, hears 

me,” or simply human tradition that can be changed.  However, 

other teachings are by their nature so obvious that, even without a 

definitive definition of Church certainty, they require an ascent of 

faith.  The definitive declaration by the Church or Pope is to dispel 

doubt.  If a teaching is truly the clear and certain official teaching 

of the Church, then the Church is simply being the mouth piece of 

God.  God teaches it, He demands it. 

 

In Jesus and Mary, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Teen Life News 
 

 Thank you to all teens and adults who volun-
teered at The Meatloaf Soup Kitchen.   

 World Youth Day Bake Sale - Please help support 
teens traveling to Poland for World Youth Day by 
either donating baked goods or purchasing them 
Mother's Day weekend. 

 Graduation Mass and Teen Life Year End Cele-
bration- Please join us on Sun. May 22 to pray 
for our seniors who will soon be graduating and 
heading off to college.  After this mass there will 
be a Teen Life celebration with music, food and 
games.  We hope all Teen Life members will at-
tend. 

 Steubenville retreat will take place June 24-26 at 
St Johns University.  This was well attended last 
year and anyone interested in attending this year 
should contact Father Galens or Melissa Gor-
don as soon as possible. 

 Outdoor Stations of the Cross - any 
teens interested in helping build the stations in 
early to mid May should contact Kieran Kenny. 

 

 

Join Teen Life:   

 
Any teens who have been confirmed and have not 
already joined teen life are encouraged to join by 
going to the St Patrick's website and filling out a 
registration form.  When registering, teens should 
be sure to provide cell phone numbers to receive 
important text messages, and it is best to use ei-
ther your Byram Hills email address or a gmail ad-
dress so that you can regularly check the St. Pat-
rick of Armonk Google Plus Communi-
ty.  So...how do you do that?  You must provide a 
gmail address (students school email 
works!) asap.  We will then send you an Invitation 
to join the google plus community you must "accept 
invitation".  In order to find the invitation, you must 
have a google account, or gmail account.  In your 
gmail make sure you check "All Mail" and/or 
"Social" or  "Categories" to find your invitation to 
join.  Sometimes it does not show up in the stand-
ard Inbox. It is important that you do this asap as 
we would like to use Google Plus as a means of 
communicating.   AOL, Verizon and others do not 
work with Google plus.  Parents are welcome to 
join our Google Plus Teen Life Community but you 
too must provide us with a gmail address. 

. 

   CYO Basketball 

 
CYO basketball clinic for boys and girls takes place 
on Sundays, immediately following the 10:30 Mass.  If 
interested, please contact Rob Lichten. 
——————————————————————— 



 

 

 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 

    Lillian Ward  Jeannie Morris 

    Eileen Sullivan  Katerinna MacNeil  

    Jaspare Miranda  Perinna Ruggerio 

    John Puttre   Isabel D’Onofrio 

    Joy Lichten   Teresa D’Onofrio 

    Patricia Tkach  Isa D’Onofrio 

   Mario & Gloria Guiliano 

    Sal & Barbara Grasso 

    Paul Benfari 

   Katherine Dubiell 

 Elsewhere in the Archdiocese 
 

Spiritual Retreat 

 
Offered by the Legionaries of Christ, the retreat is 

based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola 

and is comprised of guided meditations, private reflec-

tion, Mass, opportunities for Confession and spiritual 

direction. 

Women’s Weekends: June 24-26   Retreat weekends 

begin Friday at 5pm and end Sunday after 3pm Mass.   

For more information call 914-244-3685 or go 

twww.regnumchristny.org  

 

Stepinac Theatre 
Archbishop Stepinac High School Drama Club pre-

sents the tri-state regional premiere of the Broadway 

hit, SISTER ACT.  Show dates are: April 29, 30, 

May 6, 7 at 7:30 pm and a matinee on May 8 at 2:00 

pm.  Tickets are $22 for  adults and $18 for  children 

under 12 and senior citizens.  Major Bowes Award 

night will honor all Good Counsel Academy Alumnae 

at the April 20 performance.  For all ticket reserva-

tions, please call 914-946-4800 ext. 200.  For further 

information email theatre@stepinac.org 

 

Family Retreats for Parents and Their Children 

 
Family Retreats for parents and their children are being 

offered at a retreat center near an ocean beach in 

Duxbury, MA.  Dates: July 3-8 and July 31-August 5.   

Contact Deacon John & Peggy Scarfi: 845-621-7000.  

Website: www.starofthesearetreats.com 

 

Kennedy Catholic H.S—Restore the Grotto 
 

The Family Association of Kennedy Catholic H.S. in-

vites you to join them as they Restore the Grotto—in 

Memory of Sr. Barbara Heil.  Join them as they 

begin their campaign to honor the life of their beloved 

teacher and friend.  Donations can be made at 

www.kennedycatholic.org or mail checks to Family 

Association KCHS, 54 Route 138, Somers, NY 10589, 

or call 914-232-5061 
 

Hudson Chorale 

Mendelssohn’s Oratorio Elijah 

 
Hudson Chorale, Westchester ’s largest chorus, will 

perform Felix Mendelssohn’s stirring oratorio,  

Elijah, on May 14, 2016.  The concer t will feature 

the 80-voice Hudson Chorale and a full professional 

orchestra.  The concert will be conducted by Ira 

Spaulding, the chorus’ Music Director/Conductor. 

One performance only at the Irvington Middle/High 

School, 40 N. Broadway, Irvington, NY, beginning 

at 7:30 pm.  An informal reception will follow the per-

formance.  Ticket prices: Advance Sales—$25; 

Door—$30; Students—$10.  Tickets can be purchased 

by calling 914-462-3212 or online at 

www.HudsonCorale.org. 
 

        

 

From The Archdiocese of New York 
 

Couples Celebrating Their  

50th Wedding Anniversary 

Couples celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

anytime during 2016 are invited to attend the Annual 

Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with Cardinal Dolan at 

the Cathedral of St. Patrick, Saturday, June 25th at 

1:30 pm OR Sunday, June 26th at 2:00 pm.  Preregis-

tration is required.  Please contact your parish for reg-

istration.  The closing date to register for the Mass is 

Tuesday, May 24th, 2016. This event is sponsored 

by the Family Life, Respect Life Office of the Archdi-

ocese of New York. 

 


