
Church of 

St. Patrick 

in Armonk 
  

P.O. Box 6, 

29 Cox Avenue, 

Armonk, N.Y. 10504 

(914) 273-9724 

 

SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 4, 2016 



MASSES: DEC. 3—DEC. 11, 2016 

Sat    12/3 9:00 

5:30 

Jason Galens (L)  (in the Chapel) 

Guy Magrone (D) 

 

Sun   12/4 8:30 People of the Parish  

 10:30 

12:00 

Justin Howard (L) 

Joanne Ballengee (D) 

 

    

Mon  12/5 8:30  Tom Yaroscak (D)  

Tue   12/6      8:30 Dolores Dillulio (D)  

Wed  12/7 8:30     ——  

Thu   12/8 8:30 

12:10 

7:30 

   —— 

Joseph & Ann  Solyom (D) 

   —— 

 

Fri     12/9 8:30  John Naclerio (D)    

Sat    12/10 9:00 

5:30 

Kathleen Law (D) 

Phyllis & Lek Gazivoda (D)  & the de-

ceased members of the Gazivoda family 

 

Sun   12/11 8:30 Margaret O’Donnell (D)  

 10:30 

12:00 

Isabel Phelan (D) 

Roberta Langhaus (D) (D) 

 

    

Calendar: 

 

Collection Nov. 19-20:  $3,466.00 in 90 envelopes 

Collection Human Development:  $903.00 in 54  

            envelopes 

Collection Nov. 26-27: $4,638.00 in 83 envelopes 

                                                                

ParishPay for Oct.: Regular Collection — $8,552.00 

 

Please consider using ParishPay 

Thank you for your  generosity 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH, SECOND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes    

to support a local food pantry. 

CCD: 9:20-10:20

Mon, December 5 —  Weekday 

 CCD: 3:30-4:30; 7:00-8:00 

  Confirmation Class: 7:00 

Tue, December 6 — St. Nicholas                 

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30 

    Walking with Purpose:  9:30-11:30 

Wed, December 7 — St. Ambrose 

 CCD: 3:30-4:40; 6:00-7:00 

Thu, December 8 —  THE IMMACUALTE CONCEPTION 

                                  Holy Day of Obligation 

Fri, December 9 — St. Juan Diego 

    Contemplative Prayer Group: 1:00-2:00 

Sat, December 10 — Weekday                    

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH, THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT   

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes  

     to support a local food pantry.
   CCD: 9:20-10:20

   Confirmation Class: 9:20

   7th Grade Mass: 10:30

   A Celebration of Carols: 3:00

 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

      Readings for the Week of December 4, 2016 

 

Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1- 

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96/Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk    

        1:26-38 

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Sir  48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80/Mt 17:9a, 10-13  



    
 

 

Pillars of Holiness: Part IV – Purity of Heart 

continued once again. 

 

Just as purity of body and mind are rooted in the 6th and 

9th commandments, purity of heart is rooted in the 1st 

and greatest Commandment: “You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength.” Dt. 6:5.  This may seem like an 

odd correlation, but let me explain. 

 

Although purity of heart is a virtue, and thus a positive 

thing, it helps to understand the nature of the virtue by 

its opposite.  Impurity of heart is rooted in a desire.  We 

desire because we lack.  When Adam and Eve sinned, 

they lost a share in God’s Divine life.  Now Adam and 

Eve are merely human, they are not gods and do not 

have a right to God’s life.  However, God gave them a 

share in His life in such away that their desires were at 

peace:  Their desire for love never tended towards jeal-

ousy, their sexual desires never tended towards lust, 

their desire for food never tended towards gluttony, 

their desire for possessions never tended towards greed, 

and so on.  This was because they had an intimate and 

close relationship with God to such a degree that their 

mind, body and souls where immersed in God’s grace 

(His Divine life of Love).  They did not need to look to 

the things of this world for pleasure, comfort and satis-

faction.  They needed only to look to God: “Blessed are 

the pure of heart for they shall see God” Mt. 5:8.  When 

Adam and Eve sinned they lost that Grace because they 

looked away from God and turned to themselves (the 

sin of pride).  In so doing they fell to living merely a 

natural life, lacking the help of God’s Grace.  However, 

the soul can only be satisfied by God, not the things of 

this world.  Without God it seeks satisfactions from the 

things of this world which only tease and tantalize, but 

never truly satisfy.  We call this temptation for the 

pleasures of this world, including the body, concupis-

cence.    

 

Although Jesus has restored His Grace, and we have 

received it, we still suffer the effects of concupiscence.  

Parents offer their little child some water to drink in a 

cup, but the child is still too small to handle the cup.  

However, the child refuses to let the parents hold the 

cup, he wants to do it himself.  The parents give in and 

the child ends up spilling most of the water all over the 

place.  So it is with us and God’s grace.  He gives it to 

us, but we try to receive it our own way, rather than the 

way God has established, and we succeed in only wast-

ing the graces He gives us.  This is why concupiscence, 

which is deeply rooted in our hearts, remains even after 

baptism, we don’t allow God, who has begun the good 

work in us, to bring it to completion. 

 

Thus, purity of heart must be understood in relationship 

to our love of God.  A love that desires God above the 

things of this world.  A love that looks to God for peace, 

joy, pleasure, and satisfaction, and not to the things of 

this world.  Even though we may do all we can to avoid 

sins of impurity, if our heart is divided between God 

and the things of this world, it will always be a battle.  

A pure heart is a heart purified from everything except 

love of God.  Even love of neighbor can only be under-

stood properly in the context of love of God.  An im-

pure heart means much more than impure sexual de-

sires, but desires for anything outside of God.  The good 

things of this world that are not evil should only be de-

sired to the extent that they help us reach our true end, 

who is God, but never desired as ends in themselves. 

 

I wish to conclude with a quote from the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church: 

 

“There is a connection between purity of heart, of body, 

and of faith: 

  
 The faithful must believe the articles of the Creed “so that 

 by believing they may obey God, by obeying may live 

 well, by living well may purify their hearts, and with pure 

 hearts may understand what they believe.” (St. Augustine, 

 De fide et symbolo) 

 

The ‘pure of heart’ are promised that they will see God 

face to face and be like him.  Purity of heart is the pre-

condition of the vision of God.  Even now it enables us 

to see according to God, to accept others as ‘neighbors’; 

IT LETS US PERCEIVE THE HUMAN BODY –OURS AND 

OUR NEIGHBOR’S – AS A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIR-

IT, A MANIFESTATION OF DIVINE BEAUTY.” (CCC 

#2518-2519 – emphasis added)  

 

In Jesus and Mary, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 

    Lillian Ward  Jeannie Morris 

    Eileen Sullivan  Katerinna MacNeil  

    Jaspare Miranda  Perinna Ruggerio 

    John Puttre   Isabel D’Onofrio 

    Joy Lichten   Teresa D’Onofrio 

    Patricia Tkach  Isa D’Onofrio 

   Mario & Gloria Guiliano Caroline Pizzorusso 

    Barbara Grasso  Susan Beninati 

    Paul Benfari  Francis Roy Sedore 

   Katherine Dubiell         Mike Gagliardi 

   Mario J. Guiliano, Sr. Jon Adam 

   Claire Finnan 
  

 

A  

Women’s Morning of Reflection 

Sponsored by 

Legionaries of Christ and Regnum Christi 

 
Date:  Saturday, Dec. 17th 

Time: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Where: St Patrick’s Church, Armonk 

 

$25 to register — 

Coffee, tea light breakfast—bring your favorite to 

share — 

Morning retreat will be directed by Fr. Donal 

O’Keefe, L.C. and include a brief meditation Mass 

and Reconciliation — 

 

Questions? Linda Romagnoli 

ladyyoll@aol.com or 914-244-3685 

Legionaries of Christ and Regnum Christi 

www.regnumchristinyctnj.org 

 

Church of St. Patrick 

  

Festival Choir 

A Celebration of Carols 

By Joseph M. Martin 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2016—3:00 p.m. 

 

Free Admission 

donations gladly accepted 
 

Refreshments will be served following the service 

 

 

Celebration of Carols by Joseph M. Martin is based 

on the traditional “Lessons and Carols” service and 

filled with beloved carols and original seasonal songs. 

This cantata tells the story of Christ’s birth adorned 

with beautiful arrangements and meaningful Scrip-

tures.  This work included moments for congregational 

participation and a few solos. 

 



TEEN LIFE 

 
Coordinators: Melissa Gordon, Faith Lorenzo, Vera  
Scavone 

 Children’s Masses 
  

I try to rotate the grades 1-7 for a homily directed at them.  

Also, the children will sponsor the Mass by doing the read-

ings, handing out bulletins, and their parents setting up the 

coffee social after Mass. The dates of these Masses are as 

follows: 

 Dec. 4 ………Grade 6  Dec. 11 ……..Grade 7 

 Jan. 8 ……….Grade 1  Jan 22 ……  Grade 2 

 Jan. 29 ……...Grade 3  Feb. 5 ……  Grade 4 

 Feb. 12 ……  Grade 5  Mar. 5 ……  Grade 6 

 Mar. 19 …… Grade 7 

 

Advent Liturgical Ministry 
Faith In Action Taskforce (FIAT) 

  
Aligning with the Gospel 

Bringing Meaning to the Season 
Helping those Less Fortunate 

Fellowship and Community Gathering 
  

The apostolate of FIAT offers the opportunity to have our 
parishioners participate in helping those in need in our 
surrounding communities and to be reminded and live the 
Gospel message of Matthew 25: 40 “Whatever  you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did it for me.” 
  
Kindly visit one of the Christmas giving trees in the vesti-
bule of the church or in Wallace Hall and take a Christmas 
gift bag with the instructions stapled to it to see the need 
of:  The children of Assumption Church in Peekskill (our 
sister parish) , Guardian Angel Program (5 cases of fami-
lies in dire need at Assumption Parish), Children’s Hope 
Chest (helping local children in need) and The Newburgh 
Ministry (Catholic Charities—shelter).  All gifts must be 
new, unwrapped and placed in the gift bag in Wallace Hall 
no later than Sunday, December 18

th
 at the 10:30 

am Mass. 
Please join us for a  

“Blessings” Mass on December 18
th 

 at the 10:30 am Mass 
 as a parish-wide celebration for this apostolate and minis-
try.  Immediately following Mass we will be inviting every-
one into Wallace Hall to help sort all the donations and to 
enjoy hospitality, refreshments and Christmas fellowship. 
  
Thank you for your kind hearts and generous spirits.  May 
this Advent season be one of joy, peace and prayerful 
giving for you and your family.   
 
If you have any questions or wish to join the FIAT team 
and help kindly email Vera Scavone scavfamily@a0l.com; 
Jo Golden fgolden@optonline.net or Val Sprague at 
valsprague@optonline.net 
 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


