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St. Patrick 
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THE HOLY FAMILY   

DECEMBER 31ST, 2017

  
  



MASSES:  DECEMBER 24—December 31, 2017 Calendar: 

Collection 

 

December 16/17: $6,055.00 in 110 envelopes 

  

December 23/24: Not available at this printing 

                                                                                                  

WeShare November: Regular Collection—$7,305.53 

 

Please consider using WeShare 

Thank you for your generosity 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31ST,  THE HOLY FAMILY  

OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  - NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes    

to support a local food pantry 
 CCD: No classes today 

Mon, January 1  —  The Solemnity of Mary, Holy  

                                Mother of God 

 CCD: No classes today 

Tue,  January 2 —  SS. Basil the Great and Gregory  

                               Nazianzen 

    Walking With Purpose: 9:30-11:30 (Gym); 7:00-8:30 (Wallace  
                                                                                                      Hall 

Wed, January 3  — The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 CCD:  3:30-4:30; 6:00-7:00 

Thu, January 4 —  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 

Fri, January 5 —  St. John Neumann; First Friday 

   Contemplative Prayer Group: 12:30-1:30 

Sat, January 6 — St. Andre Bessette; First Saturday 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7TH — THE EPIPHANY OF THE 

LORD 

   FOOD FIRST —Each Sunday the food collected goes  

     to support a local food pantry. 
 CCD: 9:20-10:20 

 Confirmation Class: 9:20 

 Grade 3 Mass: 10:30 

 

  Altar Flowers 
 

   If you wish to memorialize the altar flowers or to 

dedicate them in honor of a special event (anniversary 

for example) please contact the parish office  

 

 

 

Sat      12/30 9:00 

5:30  

 Barbara Giordano (D) 

Peter Mancuso (D) 

Sun    12/31 8:30  People of the Parish 

 10:30 

12:00 

 John B. Metallo (D) 

David Flynn (D) 

Mon   1/1 8:30   People of the Parish 

Tue     1/2      8:30  James Forte (D) 

Wed    1/3 8:30   Fr. Ralph Diorio (L) 

Thu     1/4 8:30  Blessed Mother’s Intentions 

Fri      1/5 8:30   Henry Mustacato 

Sat      1/6 9:00 

5:30  

 Catechists 

People of the Parish 

Sun    1/7 8:30  John Barr (D) 

  10:30 

12:00 

 Vilmo Fonte (D) 

Shannon Blackwell Lergyel (D) 



  

 

Please keep the Following in your Prayers 

 
    Jeannie Morris  Fran Samit  

    Eileen Sullivan  Katerinna MacNeil  

    Jaspare Miranda  Perinna Ruggerio 

    John Puttre   Isabel D’Onofrio 

    Teresa D’Onofrio  Amanda Ross 

    Patricia Tkach  Isa D’Onofrio 

    Mario & Gloria Guiliano Caroline Pizzorusso 

    Barbara Grasso  Francis Roy Sedore 

    Barbara A.   Jon Adam 

    Nick Piteo   Jane Dean 

    Enzo Dattero   John Scrocca  

   Robert Kalian 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of December 31, 2017 

 

Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 

 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, [7a, 8a] or Ps 128:1-2, 

 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 

 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4

 -7/Lk 2:16-21 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/

 Jn 1:19-28 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 

 [3cd]/Jn 1:29-34 

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-

 42 

Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2a]/Jn 

 1:43-51 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 

 [12a]/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-

 34, 36, 38 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

“Food First ” at  St. Pat’s 
 

We donate to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Shopping List through the Holidays 

 

Coffee and Sugar 

1lb packages (approx.) 

 

Direct any questions to Angela Livingston:  

angel@livingstons.com 

New Online Giving System — WeShare 

 

We have transitioned to a new Online Giving system. 

Our new system is WeShare from LPi. 

 

If you currently give online through ParishPay your 

login, information & scheduled donations have been 

transferred to WeShare. No action is required by you. 

When you decide to make a change to your account or 

adjust your giving amount, WeShare requires a one-

time security verification to provide you access. 

  

To successfully complete the verification process you 

will need: 

 Your ParishPay User Name 

 The last four digits of the bank account or     

credit card that is currently being used for  

your donation  

And 1 of the following two options: 

 The email you used to register with Parish-

Pay 

A collection name and the specific amount 

                  donated in the last six months 

 

Once verification is complete, you will receive a con-

firmation email with a link to our new WeShare site. 

Please bookmark or save this link for future access. 

 

https://www.churchgiving.com/?pc=wsg9er15 

If you have any questions, please contact the parish 

office (914-273-9724). 

 



          

Theology of the Body (Column 13) 

Naked and Unashamed 

 

Let us return to the Gospel passage we started with: 

“Some Pharisees came to him to test him and asked him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 

reason?”  And he answered them, “Have you not read that from the beginning the Creator created them 

male and female and said ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and unite with his 

wife, and the two will be one flesh’?  So it is that they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore, what 

God has joined let man not separate.”  They objected, “Why then did Moses order to give her a certificate 

of divorce and send her away?”  Jesus answered, “Because of the hardness of your heart Moses allowed 

you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so” (Mt 19:3-8) 

 

Our Lord is referring us back to the way it was in the beginning.  What is different that Moses permitted divorce 

was the “hardness of your heart … but from the beginning it was not so.”  Saint JPII connects this with another 

passage from Matthew’s Gospel:  

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’. But I say to you: Whoever looks at a 

woman to desire her [in a reductive way]* has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Mt. 5:27

-28) 

 

*[in a reductive way] – Saint JPII inserts this clarification because he does not want the reader to think 

“desire” in itself is sinful.  Desire is a good.  Rather, it is when desire reduces the person to an object that it 

is sinful.  Other translations use the term “lust.”  Lust is by definition a reductive desire, but JPII’s transla-

tion is more faithful to the text and inserts the clarification to avoid the impression that Jesus is condemn-

ing sexual desire as such. 

 

The connection between the two passages of Matthew’s Gospel is the term “heart.”  There is also a clear reference 

to what has been, but Jesus is raising the standard: “You have heard it was said … but I say to” and “How was it 

in the beginning … but from the beginning it was not so.”  In both cases Jesus makes an appeal to the Heart.  

There is a clear implication that something has gone wrong with the “heart” that was not the case in the beginning.  

Before we go into what has gone wrong with the human “heart,” let us go back to the beginning and see what was 

the condition of the human “heart” before things went wrong. 

 

“Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh.  

And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.”  (Gen. 2:24-25) 

 

This passage of Genesis is setting up the scenario:  In the original unity of man and woman, although naked, they 

had no shame.  Why even mention they had no shame?  Because after the fall of Adam and Eve shame is part of 

their relationship.  Why was there no shame prior to the fall, the first sin?  To put the answer simply one could say 

prior to the fall Adam and Eve, while physically naked, were spiritually clothed with God’s Grace (God’s Life/

Love).  When they looked upon each other, Adam and Eve saw not their nakedness, but the image of their Crea-

tor.   Adam saw Eve as the subject of his love and Eve saw Adam as the subject of her love, not as an object of 

their pleasure.  This means that both Adam and Eve desired to give themselves to each other for the other’s sake, 

and not their own.  Their gaze upon each other did not stop at their “nakedness,” but continued to the meaning of 

their nakedness that reveals the image of God and their call to be one flesh in God’s image.  Through their one 

flesh union, not only did they experience an intimate communion of their persons in the total gift of self to and for 

the other, but in so doing they experienced a foretaste, as little and insignificant as it might be compared to the 

eventual reality, of their eternal union with God.  This is possible because both Adam and Eve were filled with 

God’s sanctifying Grace.  One could say their “hearts” were full of Grace. 

 

In Jesus and Mary, 

 



 

 

 


