
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 16 October 2022 
 
Reading 1 Ex 17:8-13 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
Reading 2 2 Tm 3:14-4:2 
Gospel Lk 18:1-8 
  
Brother and Sisters, 
 
A smart man learns from his mistakes, a wise man learns from other’s mistakes. The wisdom of 
the Holy Scripture is found in learning from the mistakes of others. 
 
As much as we would like to think that we are so different from other people that have come 
before us, our human nature is still the same. We are just as human as those in the past and 
those to come, just as broken as they were and will be. 
  
To think otherwise is simply foolishness. 
 
Just as Joshua was locked in a battle with Amalek, we are locked in a daily battle with the seven 
deadly sins - pride, avarice, lust, envy, gluttony, anger and slothfulness. 
 
When Moses’ strength failed him, when he could no longer keep his arms up and outstretched, 
then the Israelites would start to be overwhelmed. 
 
Moses, when he first grew tired, sat upon a rock.  When he could not hold his arms up any 
longer, Aaron and Hur supported his arms. 
 
We are no stronger than Moses. If we depend solely on our own strength, then we will fail and 
be overwhelmed by the evil of the seven deadly sins, just as the Israelites would start to be 
overwhelmed by Amalek’s forces. 
 
In our daily struggles against the deadly sins, we are called to rest upon the Rock! 
  
Who is that Rock? 
  
The Lord is that Rock! 
 
God is that inexhaustible source of strength and support.  He is the very foundation of life itself. 
 
His strength and support for us, founded in his love for his creation, can't be washed away by 
time, human feelings or logic. 
 
God never surrenders.  God never gives up. 
 



God’s faith in and love of his creation is a seed planted in each of us, for we are made in the 
image and likeness of God himself. 
 
God planned to save us, to redeem us.  Jesus, whose very name means “God saves” is a living, 
breathing expression of God himself. 
  
God chose to become one with us, his creation, with his divine and human nature being 
indivisible, and to walk among us, just as God had walked with Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, we hear Jesus say: 
 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal 
him. 
 
Jesus came to reveal, in a very personal way, God’s love for his creation, a love for each and 
every one of us.  God loves the dishonest judge in today’s parable, just as much as he loves the 
widow, just as much as he loves Elisha, the prophet and Naaman, the Syrian, whom we have 
heard about for the last two Sundays. 
 
It is a love that we rejected, a love that Adam and Eve rejected, a love that Amalek rejected. 
Just as God had cast Adam and Eve out of Paradise, we chose to cast Jesus out of this world in 
our brokenness. 
 
Yet, Jesus, like his Almighty Father, never surrenders, never gives up his faith, hope or love for 
either his Father nor his brothers and sisters. 
 
When Jesus's time had come and we put him to death because of our sins, he gave us the 
Church, with the Sacraments, and the Holy Spirit to continue to support us in our daily struggles 
with our broken human nature and the seven deadly sins of pride, avarice, lust, envy, gluttony, 
anger and sloth. 
 
Each of us must battle our own demons and sins within us. Yet, we are never alone, all we have 
to do is ask for help. 
 
The Church is ready to hold up one of our arms and the Holy Spirit is ready to hold up our other 
arm, as we rest in Jesus’s bosom, like the beloved disciple did at the Last Supper. 
 
Moses, Joshua and the rest of the Israelites spent forty long years in the desert learning this 
lesson, to ask for help and then place their faith and trust in God. 
 
It was a battle that was not one and done. 
 



In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ end with this: “But when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?" 
 
Last week we heard in the Gospel and Deacon Richard’s homily that we are called to act, just as 
God’s love called him to act – whether it is expressing praise and thanksgiving for what God has 
done for us, or expressing our feelings of wonder, joy, anger, or despair to him in prayer. 
 
“Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  That widow’s prayer is effective 
because it is persistent and preserving.  The widow never surrenders nor gives up her faith or 
trust in God. 
 
Nor is she asking for something that is not in her best interest, like money, a new home or a 
shiny, new Mercedes Benz, but for justice, for the good that God sees in this situation. 
  
That dishonest judge, wise in earthly ways, may suddenly, because of his interaction with the 
widow and her faith and trust in God, may become a believer like Naaman did or the Ethiopian 
Eunuch that asked for Phillip to baptize him. 
 
We can try to learn all these lessons on our own, but we won’t live for thousands of years, 
however we can learn from others. 
 
As we approach the altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, let us ask for the grace we need to desire a personal relationship with Him and a 
persistent prayer life that strives to preserve that personal relationship with our Lord. 
 
Amen! 


