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TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY, YEAR C. Ex 17:8-13, 2Tim 3:14-4:2, Lk 18:1-8 
 
As we all know life is a struggle, most often things don’t turn out the way we 
want, and it is very easy for us to lose heart because our expectations seem 
not to be met. But if we stay in touch with God and the mission mandate 
through prayer and the word of God, we will have sufficient help to nourish 
and sustain our faith to move on. In our second reading today, Paul writing to 
Timothy succinctly summarizes the whole message of the Mission of the 
Church when he says that we must preach the word of God in season and out 
of season. Paul calls for persistence whether it is convenient or not. 
 
The first reading reminds us of the battle of Israel against Amalek at Rephidim. 
Like other nations that tried to hinder the Israelites on their way to the 
Promised Land, the Amalekites proved very tough and stubborn. No matter 
how experienced and strong the Israelite soldiers were, the Amalekites 
seemed too strong. Nevertheless, so long as the hand of Moses remained 
raised in prayer, victory was sure for Israel. This teaches us the importance of 
persistence prayer. We must pray in season and out of season. 
 
Jesus teaches in today’s Gospel that for us to be victorious over the battles of 
life, we need to pray without giving up. Even when the answer to our prayer 
seems a long way coming, we should persevere in prayer. The widow knows 
that she has no support from a husband or probably a son, so she puts all her 
efforts into getting the judge to give her justice. The judge though not ready, 
but he fears that the widow’s insistence could result to him being struck and 
therefore he had to grant her request. The point of the story is, if this judge 
granted her request on those selfish grounds, will not our God who loves us 
and wishes our good move to grant the request of all his children who cry to 
him day and night? We should pray and never lose heart.  Jesus never really 
taught his disciples the art of preaching or the art of exorcising demons or how 
to heal the sick or how to speak in different tongues, except how to pray. This 
story is touching and faith inspiring.  
 
We are never so high as when we are on our knees in prayers. Dale Carnegie, 
the best-selling author of the book "How to stop worrying and start living' 
narrated an incident of a poverty-stricken mother who almost murdered her 
child and committed suicide, but at the nick of the moment was saved by 
Jesus. Mary Cushman, who was the mother of five children ran into a series of 
financial crises; from one misery to another she was tortured in her life. Her 
husband did not have a decent and regular job, and he was stricken with one 
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illness after another. He had a series of minor accidents; he also had mumps, 
scarlet fever, and repeated attacks of flu. She lost the little house they had 
built with their hands. The debt at the grocery shop multiplied, and she had 
five children to feed, almost without any income. She took to washing and 
ironing clothes of her neighbors and brought secondhand clothes from the 
Salvation Army Store for her children. One day, her son, who was eleven years 
old, was accused by the grocer of stealing a couple of pencils. She knew that 
he was innocent, and that he was humiliated in front of other people. This was 
the straw, which broke her back. She thought about all her miseries she had 
endured; and she saw the future and that too was bleak. She temporarily 
became insane. She took her five-year-old daughter inside the bedroom and 
plugged up the windows and cracks with paper and rags. Then she turned on 
the gas heater; but did not light it. She went to the bed with her daughter and 
closed her eyes. She could hear the gas escaping from the heater. Suddenly, 
she heard music. She had forgotten to turn the radio off in the kitchen. She did 
not want to open the door. The music went on, and presently, she heard 
someone singing an old hymn: 
 
What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
Oh, what needless pains we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer!' 
 
When she listened to that hymn, she realized that she had made a tragic 
mistake. She had tried to fight all her terrible battles alone. She had not taken 
everything to God in prayer. She jumped up, turned off the gas, opened the 
door, and raised the windows. She wept and prayed the rest of the day. She 
thanked God for giving her five children, all of them healthy and fine. She 
promised God that she would never again be ungrateful to him. Her problems 
remained with her for a long time, but slowly she built her life back again. It 
does not really mean things will be the way we want them, but we will find 
the greatest peace. Many years later, the woman was a happy grandmother of 
three kids, and all her children were working and well placed. 
 
As people sent on mission, we are called upon to apply the principle of 
persistence in preaching to souls, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to all creation,” Mark 6:15, also we must add another element: persistence in 



3 
 

prayers for the conversion of hardened hearts. The truth is that no matter how 
eloquent and convincing we are, without the Holy Spirit working in our hearts, 
our preaching will be fruitless. We never know what we are going to face when 
we set out to preach. Satan recognizes a praying heart. When the disciples 
could not cast out a demon, they shamefully asked Jesus why they got 
disgraced. In response, Jesus said: “This kind cannot be driven out by anything 
but prayer,” Mark 9:29. Preaching to others begins with an active prayer life lest 
the hunter becomes the hunted. When the disciples of Jesus received the 
mandate, they never look back. We should ask ourselves, what have we 
contributed to the mandate entrusted to us? God bless you all. 


