
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 23 October 2022 
 
Reading 1 Sir 35:12-14, 16-18 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 
Reading 2 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 
Gospel Lk 18:9-14 
  
Brother and Sisters, 
 
Pride, humility, Justice and Mercy are all present in today’s readings.  Last week’s 
parable of the dishonest judge and the widow seem to be the perfect lead into this 
week’s readings. 
 
There is no question that the dishonest judge took pride in not fearing God or respecting 
any man.  Meanwhile, the widow, motivated by her faith and trust in God, 
demonstrated great perseverance in seeking justice for she will not rest till she reaches 
her goal nor withdraw her petition till it is heard. 
 
The dishonest judge ultimately granted her the just ruling she was seeking. 
 
This week’s first reading takes off from there. 
 
The widow’s faith and trust in God is partially founded in the Lord being the God of 
Justice, who knows no favorites.  Yet, he hears the calls of the widow, the orphaned 
child, the prayer of the lowly, and those who are focused on doing the Lord’s will. 
 
This should remind us of the statue of Lady Justice. 
 
This statue is often found where law is taught and practiced, like courthouses and in 
some courtrooms, and is an allegorical personification of the moral force in judicial 
systems. Her attributes are a blindfold, scales, and a sword. 
 
Lady Justice holds scales to represent the impartiality of the court’s decisions and a 
sword as a symbol of the power of justice. 
  



The Blindfold symbolizes the impartial and indiscriminate nature of law and justice. Be it 
rich or poor, man or woman, elder or child, Lady Justice makes sure that no one is 
denied justice and hence upholds the Law and Justice in the society. 
 
In short, this statue symbolizes fair and equal administration of the law, without 
corruption, favor, greed, or prejudice. She holds the sword below the scales to show 
that evidence weighted on its merit in a court of law comes before punishment. 
 
The very description of the judge being dishonest represents how our broken nature 
frequently taints the impartial and indiscriminate intent of the law and justice.  That 
parable also points out that man is not the supreme judge of our behavior – that the 
Lord is. 
 
This is reflected in the Parable of the Prodigal Son – The father is the ultimate judge of 
his sons’ behavior.  He has one son that in his pride, abandons family and home, only to 
be humbled by his experience. 
 
Meanwhile, the older son, in his pride of being obedient to his father, refuses to see the 
mercy that is being offered to the repentant younger son on his return.  His pride blinds 
him to the prayer of the lowly. 
 
This leads us to today’s Gospel readings – the Pharisee is being prideful of how he is 
keeping the Law and the tax collector, who in humility, recognizes that he has sinned 
and is asking for mercy. 
 
Keeping the Mosaic Law was central to Jewish religious life, especially for the priest, 
Levites and the Scribes.  The Torah, which is the first five books of the Bible, through 
their interpretation of it, had expanded to 613 commandments that had been given by 
God. 
 
Yet even when rabbis attempted to compile a list of the 613 commandments, they were 
faced with several difficulties: 
 
Which statements were to be included amongst the 613 commandments?  Is every one 
of God's commands to any individual or to the entire people of Israel? 
 



Would an order from God be counted as a commandment, for the purposes of such a 
list, if it could only be complied with in one place and time? Else, would such an order 
only count as a commandment if it could be followed at all times? 
 
Does counting a single commandment depend on whether it falls within one verse, even 
though it may contain multiple prohibitions, or should each prohibition count as a single 
commandment? 
 
And given our human brokenness, they often found ways to live the letter of the law, 
without honoring the spirit of the commandments.  Korban, the offering of animals, 
grain and money, is meant to draw the people closer to God and could only be done by 
a priest. 
 
There is also an obligation to support your elderly parents as rooted in the 4th 
Commandment of “Honoring your Mother and Father.” 
 
Yet, some priests, Levites, and scribes would claim that everything they possessed was 
dedicated as an offering to God, thus sidestepping the obligation of supporting their 
elderly parents. 
 
This is what Jesus meant when he spoke about the Sadducees, Pharisees and Scribes: 
“And they tie up heavy burdens and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they 
themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as their finger.” 
 
In our own day, we sometimes place following the letter of the law far ahead of the 
spirit of the law. 
 
Neither of these men in today’s parable are offering up anything but prayers to God. 
 
Pharisees’ prayer is totally self-centered, he is the judge of how well he has kept his 
interpretation of Mosaic Law.  You may have not caught it, but he feels that he is 
entitled to be close to the Sanctuary because of his strict obedience to the Law and 
entitled to his higher standing among others, just like the older son in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. 
 
The tax collector’s prayer is asking for God’s mercy, just as the younger son is asking for 
the Father's mercy – both are aware that they are sinners.   



 
Like the thief on the cross to the right of Jesus, the tax collector recognizes that he has 
done wrong and fully deserves the punishment that is justly called for.  Neither the tax 
collector, the younger son nor the thief to Jesus’ right are looking for their sins to be 
forgotten or excused, rather to simply be remembered and possibly be allowed to be a 
servant of God in his house. 
 
How can we work to turn our hearts back to God, who loves us and offers us so many 
chances? 
 
As we approach the altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord and 
Savior, let us ask for the grace of humility for the help that is needed to love, honor and 
serve our Lord and for mercy when we fail to love God and others as the Lord loves us. 
Amen! 


