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THIRTIETH SUNDAY, YEAR C 
Sirach 35:12-14,16-18, 2Tim 4-8,16-18, Lk18:9-14 
 
We may have many reasons to believe that we are better than others or that 
others are better than us: in faith, prayer, education, work, position, wealth, 
health, country, family background, morality, etc. Nevertheless, God sees 
things differently. God sees the bigger picture of reality; he does not always 
run simply along the so called human conventional lines. Those who approach 
God in humility and sincerity of heart experience his acceptance, mercy, and 
liberation. The poor are very close to his heart. He hates injustice and condemn 
it. The poor man calls, and the Lord hears him, Psalm 34:6,15,17-20. The prayer 
of the humble pierces the clouds..., Sirach 35:17. The secret of a piercing prayers 
is humility. A humble man or woman prays little prayers and God hears him or 
her because prayer is a matter of the heart and not the head. 
 
Sirach in the first reading summarizes how prayers should be offered to God, 
…God cannot be bribed in whatever way because he is an impartial God that 
sees everything from its pure motive. Peter boldly confirmed this when he 
said, "Truly, I realize that God does not show partiality," Acts10:34, and he is no 
respecter of man. Sirach admonished that those who are wealthy enough to 
offer sacrifices have no advantage over those who have nothing. He 
encouraged the poor not to belittle themselves because even the prayer of the 
poor is powerful enough to pierce the sky. God looks at the heart, he sees a 
sincere prayer that comes from a humble heart. He will not ignore the 
supplication of the fatherless, nor the widow when she pours out her story,” 
Sirach 35:13-14. No matter what any of us may be going through now, remember 
that God cares, and he always listens to the cries of those who call upon him. 
When we cannot fight, we must call on God with all our heart.  
 
 Paul saw himself as a libation poured out unto the Lord and with the 
confidence of a good fight of faith. He was resolute despite the persecutions; 
his attention was focused on the eternal crown of righteousness rather than 
the transient possessions of this world. He was never discouraged though 
there were many trials and temptations. Paul says that his success did not 
come from his own strength but by the help of God. As a humble man, the Lord 
rescued him from every evil and preserved him for his eternal kingdom. This is 
the reward of those who humble themselves and trust in the Lord. Paul wants 
us to see prayers as our direct connection with God, as our source of grace and 
strength. Without prayer, we cannot fight, and cannot run the race before us. 
As the saying goes, “a prayerless Christian is a powerless Christian”.  
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The Pharisee in our Gospel today obviously declared himself the best because 
unlike others he followed the commandments of God, therefor felt justified 
before God. The Pharisee prayed before God with an air of pride and self-
justification arrogantly by justifying himself as righteous and condemned his 
neighbor the Publican. The tax collector on the other hand was a public 
acclaimed sinner and apparently, he acknowledged himself as the worst sinner 
and thus pleaded with God for mercy. In the end, it was the ‘sinful’ tax 
collector, not the ‘righteous’ Pharisee, who received God’s favor. Before God 
we are sinners. When we approach God through prayers, we need to sincerely 
humble ourselves and cry deeply from our hearts for forgiveness and mercy. 
He pointed accusing finger against the Publican, judged him and sentenced 
him to death immediately. He gave an analysis of his good deeds before the 
Lord. Our good deeds should rather make you humble than being proud. 
 
In stating the importance of humility in prayer, Jesus taught us the: “Our 
Father.” In praying like this, first, we remind ourselves that God is Our Father, 
our Creator, the owner of our being. Meaning that we are nothing before God. 
Also, we ask that his will may be done, meaning that whatever we are about 
to ask for must be in line with the will of God. We should abandon ourselves 
without reservation to God final decision. In this way, we are not commanding 
God, but simply asking for his favor. Therefore, the Church recommends 
kneeling, bowing, genuflecting, or standing with hands folded or raised while 
praying. By prostrating ourselves, we remind ourselves that we are in humble 
adoration before God. When we pray, we must always assume the attitude of 
servants making a request from their master, but not that of master’s giving 
orders to their servants. As the book of Proverbs teach us: “The Lord tears 
down the house of the proud but maintains the widow's boundaries,” Proverbs 
15:25. In Magnificat, our mother Mary explains how God works: “He has shown 
strength with his arm, he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts, he has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of 
low degree,” Luke 1:51-52.  
 
The gestures of the publican expressed total emptiness and submissiveness. 
He stood some distance away, afar off, a distance he kept under a sense of 
unworthiness with a broken and penitent heart. Each time we approach the 
mercy of God we must come empty with a broken spirit and contrite heart; 
God knows how to fill our emptiness. “My sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, a 
broken and contrite heart you, God will not scorn,” Psalm 51:17. We must never 
look with scorn at people, our sense of holiness should not instill a coldness of 



3 
 

rejection, unworthiness, and fear in the spines of others who want to meet 
God. Another gesture the publican expresses was not lifting his eyes, he 
realizes that his iniquities were heavy burden that weigh much on his head.  
 
We should remind ourselves daily that righteousness is not a competition. 
There is no point to score by putting others down. We can only get better and 
better by following our Lord Jesus Christ. We may find it convenient pointing 
fingers at others, calling them thieves, rogues, or adulterers etc., little do we 
know that we may be guilty of the same shortcomings or other similarly grave 
offenses. If we are strong, our calling is to be sympathetic towards and 
supportive of especially the people whose family, economic, and social 
situations put pressures and burdens upon them. Today is world mission 
Sunday, we are all commissioned to go and proclaim the Gospel to the world. 
 


