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THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY, YEAR C 
Wis 11:22-12:2,2Thes 1:11-2:2, Lk 19:1-10 
 
Today’s readings reveal a lot about the mercy and compassion of God to his 
creation. The readings also show that God's salvation is for all. Our status is 
not a barrier to our Salvation because God loves us all and he does not judge 
us according to our stature or position in the society. This is well captured with 
the story of Zacchaeus whose height was posing an obstacle for him to reach 
Jesus. But with determination and enthusiasm, he was able to meet with Jesus 
and got his salvation. There can be no barrier to any one's salvation because 
salvation is for all, it has nothing to do with race, color, height, wealth, etc.  
 
In the first reading, the book of wisdom tells us that the mercy of God is upon 
all, especially those who look upon his mercy. God is the initiator of salvation; 
he does everything to reconcile us back to himself. Wisdom perfectly defines 
conscience in this way: “For your immortal spirit is in all things. Therefore, you 
correct little by little those who trespass, and you remind and warn them of 
the things through which they sin, so that they may be freed from 
wickedness,” Wisdom 12:1-2. In each of us, no matter how bad we may be, there 
is always that tiny voice that never stops speaking, reprimanding us when we 
do or are doing something wrong and praising us when we do right. This voice 
is the Spirit of God in us. In our ever-busy world today, we tend to act before 
we think, and never create time for silent prayer nor reflection. 
 
The Christians of Thessalonica were going through difficult and challenging 
time: they were being abused and insulted. As if that was not enough, the most 
worrisome is that among them were some visionaries who claimed that the 
world was ending soon. To spread their unfounded doctrines, they went about 
claiming that Paul agreed with their false teachings and brought a letter as a 
proof they claimed they received from him. Paul then wrote to the Christians 
of Thessalonica, telling them to be on their watch, and not to let themselves 
be deceived by these "fanatics" [liars] who instead of preaching the Gospel, go 
around spreading "visions" and "personal revelations”. Paul is constantly 
praying God for the Thessalonians so that they may see where the truth lies. 
We still have these types of preachers in our time, they lie using the name of 
God for favor. Paul advises us today to be steadfast, to remain focus, to live a 
good life that will better our relationship with God. He tells us to be calm and 
wait patiently on God never to be troubled concerning the time Jesus will 
come. All we need do is to live good lives and better our relationship with God.  
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The encounter between Jesus and Zacchaeus demonstrates Jesus’ greatest 
concern to reclaim the sinner for God’s kingdom and the willingness with 
which the sinner must approach this relationship. Zacchaeus was a rich chief 
tax-collector, a powerful man by wealth and position, but he was excluded, 
lost, and hated by people for being a tax collector. He was very eager to see 
Jesus, but he was short, and the crowd was posing serious obstacles to him. 
Amidst all these barriers, he paved his way through and met Jesus. Though, it 
was shameful for prominent men like him to be seen running or climbing a 
tree, yet Zacchaeus did not care, he was sure that his life will change for the 
better if he meets with Jesus. Jesus, looking straight at Zacchaeus, called him 
to conversion and into a deeper relationship with God and people. Having 
encountered the Lord on a deeper level, Zacchaeus grew in stature, not 
physically, but from being short spiritually to being tall spiritually. My dearest 
friends, is there any of us who is weighed down because of our height, status 
in the society, sins, or unworthiness? Come to Jesus and he will lift you up. 
Jesus loves sinners but hates their sins. We must not allow our past and 
present predicaments to hinder us from receiving salvation. We need to make 
frantic efforts to push aside whatever barriers that may truncate our salvation. 
 
Many of us may be little of stature, poor in connections, poor in expression, 
but have beautiful souls, and are LIVELY IN SPIRIT, that is what God needs from 
us. We must stop making distinction of persons, we are all called to live with 
all and love all. If truly we have been loved by God, then we should know how 
to love others. We must strive daily to encounter the abundant love of God 
that is flowing everywhere. God loves all things he created, and he is merciful 
to all. God would not have made anything if he had hated them, Wisdom 11:24. 
Christ loved Zacchaeus and called him by his name and encouraged his very 
weak state and helped him. For this Zacchaeus was declared to be a happy 
man. No one who have had an encounter with Jesus can remain the same. We 
should learn from Zacchaeus to be humble in seeking the face of God in 
prayers: Zacchaeus acknowledged his sinful state, his determination to be 
saved, putting behind himself all manners of barriers to salvation, his 
readiness and openness to receive Jesus, his joyous reception of Jesus into his 
house, his instant friendship with Jesus, his act of sincere confession and 
repentance, his attitude towards restitution, his act of being remorseful, his 
sacrifice of climbing a tree to receiving Jesus. 
 
As Christians, no matter what we own; wealth, power, or success or what we 
are in life, we will be totally empty if we do not have Christ. Zacchaeus greatest 
concern was to see Jesus to experience peace and become a better person. He 
found an opportunity and did all he could, unperturbed by ridicule, he did not 
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let it pass him bye. Nothing should ever stop those who desire to see God and 
to have an intimate relationship with him, because God is always willing to 
receive whoever comes to him. We may be persons on the margins in society, 
whether by reason of health, social level, or moral failing. However, if only our 
greatest concern is to let Christ’s glory be shown in us, we must be ready to 
break through our pride and shame so we can always be sure to receive the 
things God has promised. If we aspire for sainthood, we must be like 
Zacchaeus, apply some common sense and examine our conscience, then find 
out the obstacles blocking us from God, the next stage is to locate and climb 
our sycamore tree and go for confession. We must stop making excuses or 
blaming anybody or anything for our sins.  


