The Church of Saint Michael
Sunday, February 25, 2018
Sunday Sunday of Lent

Mass Intentions for the Week

Please remember in your prayers those who have died.

Please remember in your prayers the sick of our parish:
Helen Newstead, Louis DiBernard, Maria Spezza,

James Mahieu, Sal Romano, Tim Paternostro, Bill Regal, Diane
Grzymko, Carolyn Sundheim Nystrom, James Morino,

Doug Ernst

Weekly Memorials
Sacramental Bread & Wine:
For All St. Michael Parishioners

Weekly Devotions
Monday: ..o, Charismatic Prayer Group 7:00 pm
Wednesday: ..., Rosary Group 7:30 pm
Friday: ..o Divine Mercy 3:00 pm
Saturday: ..o, Rosary (after 8 am Mass) 8:30 am

Readings for the week
Second Sunday of Lent
Sunday
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10
Monday
Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38
Tuesday
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday
Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28
Thursday
Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31
First Friday
Gn 37:3-4,12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
First Saturday
Mi 7:14-15,18-20; Lk 15:1-3,11-32

Saturday, February 24, 2018
8:00 a.m. For All Souls, Aileen Quinn
5:00 p.m. Josephine & Emelio Rea Jr., Angelina Arbolino

Sunday, February 25, 2018

7:00am. For All Deceased Parishioners of St. Michael’s
8:45am. Margaret Carol Baer, John Martel

10:30 am. Ronald Costanzo, Emelio Rea Jr.

12:00 p.m. John Cirillo

130 pm.  Special Intention

Monday, February 26, 2018
7:00am. Maria Ruocco

Tuesday, February 27, 2018
8:00 am. For All Parishioners of St. Michael Church
7:00 p.m. For All Healings

Wednesday, February 28, 2018
7:00am. Carol Fenton
12:15p.m. Lenten Mass

Thursday, March 1, 2018
8:00 am. Aileen Quinn

Friday, March 2, 2018
7:00 am. Mary Brodo

Saturday, March 3, 2018
8:00 am. Anthony Preziosi Jr.
5:00 p.m.  Angelina Arbolino, Kyle Mullen

Sunday, March 4, 2018

7:00am. Alice and Louis Esposito
8:45am. Joyce Benvenuto

10:30 am. Anthony DiBiase

12:00 p.m. Doris Marchese

1:30 pm.  Special Intention

TITHING - GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING

ST. MICHAEL'S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH
SINCE 1988.

Sunday, Feb. 18 $5,362.00

Ash Wednesday $1,473.00

To run our parish properly we need $9,651.

Please consider helping a little bit more if you can.

Next Healing Mass
Tuesday, February 27th at 7pm
Rosary/Chaplet at 6:30pm

Please pray for our Diaconate Candidates —
Russ Raftay and John Meyer




From Fr. Michael

Lenten Journey

Days of Abstinence: No meat may be eaten on Ash
Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent and Good Friday (for all
those who are 14 years or older).

Days of Fast: A limit of one full meatless meal on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday (for all who are 18-60 years
old).

Weekdays of Lent. There is no obligation to fast,
however, voluntary acts of self-denial are always a
great way to be more involved during Lent.

FEaster Duty Obligation: Every Catholic must
receive Holy Communion and go to confession
between the First Sunday in Lent (Feb. 18) and
Trinity Sunday (May 27).

Acts of Devotiomn. They are encouraged on a
voluntary basis. These may include spiritual study,
Lenten Devotions, the Rosary, Stations of the Cross
and deeds of mercy and kindness. Of course, the
greatest prayer and to receive the greatest fruits of
the Lenten Season is by our participation in daily and
Sunday Mass.

FEucharistic Fast. You should fast one hour before
Mass from foods and liquids (water d medicine are
exceptions to this fast).

Lenten Soup Supper
Friday, March 9th

following Stations of the Cross at 7pm
(bilingual)
Come to a fun evening at St. Michael’s for a
Lenten Soup Supper.
You are invited to make your favorite meatless soup.
You can also bring bread, crackers, or dessert.
Please call the Parish Office 973-347-0032
to let us know what soup you will be making.

Votive Candle Stand
As you might have experienced we are in need of a
new votive candle stand by the statue of St. Anthony.
The price of a new electric one is $4,150.00. If you
would like to donate and have a loved one
memorialized, please call the Parish Office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWSY 5>

Religious Education Calendar Reminders
As per the schedule:

Sessions for Gr. 1-6 resume this week
Session for Gr. 7: Mon., 2/26

Session for Gr. 8: Mon., 3/5

Children’s choir practices resumes today after class in the
school building, room 23, 11:15 am-11:45 am. New
members are welcome! See Mrs. Rogalo if your child is
interested.
Confirmation Prep:
e Confirmation I: Next session: March 4, 4-6pm
e Confirmation Il: Next session: Feb. 25, 8:30-10:30
in rectory basement
o SUPERGROUP Session for Con. I and II: March
11, 4-6:45 pm, church hall (dinner is included)

First Communion Parent Meetings:

We ask that at least one parent to attend BOTH sessions
Session I: February 25 (Sun.) at 6:30 pm
Session Il: February 28 (Wed.) at 7 pm

Important details about First Communion, Jesus Day and

other important material that you need to prepare your child

will be discussed at these sessions. Please plan to attend!

Questions? Contact Mrs. Rogalo (973-347-0032, ext. 2330)

Religious Education Calendars for all programs are
available on the website. Go to Faith Formation tab then
choose Religious Education.

YOUTH MINISTRY
+ Midnight Run April 6
Goes towards service hours for confirmation students
Everyone is welcome to help organize the trip from
5:00pm to 8:30pm

We can only take 10 students to the actual run
(8:30pm-12:30am), so please fill out registration forms

online at stmichaelnetcong.org/youth-ministry
Please have registration forms handed in by March 10th

Youth Ministry meetings every Monday ¥
7:15pm to 9pm, meeting in the church

Toiletry Kits: accepting donations for...
Toothpaste, toothbrush, washcloth, soap, razor, deodorant,
feminine hygiene products, men’s briefs M-XXXL (NEW
IN PACKAGING), W/M socks (NEW IN PACKAGING),

plaint t-shirts M-XXXL (NEW IN PACKAGING), large zip
lock bags, plastic bags



tel:(973)%20347-0032

ADORATION

“Indifference to our neighbor and to God also represents a
real temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent
we need to hear once more the voice of the prophets who
cry out and trouble our conscience. God is not indifferent
to our world; he so loves it that he gave his Son for our
salvation.” ~Pope Francis

"WHAT SHOULD I DO FOR LENT?"'

WOULD YOU CONSIDER GIVING UP ONE HOUR
OF YOUR VALUABLE TIME FOR ADORATION
EACH WEEK JUST FOR THE LENTEN SEASON?
PLEASE CHECK OUR OPEN HOURS AND START
YOUR LENTEN SEASON WITH A DEEPER
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

ADORATION OPEN HOURS

Tuesday 7 p.m., Wednesday 10 p.m., Friday 1am. & 3
p.m., Saturday 6 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m. &

10 p.m. Temporary

Please prayerfully consider filling an open hour.

If you cannot make your hour - please find coverage or
call your division leader.

Thank you!

Marie Francisco 732-895-7972

Andrea Trapper 973-347-7031

Cornerstone at St. Therese — March 9

St. Therese in Succasunna will be offering a Women’s
Cornerstone Retreat in March. The overnight event will
begin on Friday evening March 9t and
conclude Saturday evening, March 10, The retreat will be
held at the Sacred Heart Retreat Center in Newton, N.].

Registration fee is $125.00 and includes your meals,

retreat materials, and transportation. If you have financial
difficulties, please call Fr. Mike.

You may also contact Mary Byank at 973-584-2720 or Diane
Bauer-Guido at 973-479-7250 for additional information.

IMPORTANT MEETING for all interested in helping
with VBS on Monday, March 19th from 7pm to 8pm in the
rectory basement. Volunteers must be in 5th grade or older

(adults are welcome!).
If you are interested but cannot make the meeting, contact
Karen Cubberly at karen.cubberly@stmichaelnetcong.org.

Rosaries left in Chapel
And taken by mistake
Black beads with clear crytal
Silver Crucifix with Crown of Thorns
Please return to parish office or call 973-262-1189.

The Chapel will be closed on February 25
due to renovation
beginning on February 26" .

Approximate reopening on
March 11,

From Fr. Henry

40 Cans for Lent

Once again, the Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring the 40
Cans for Lent program. We ask that individuals and families try
to donate 40 cans (or equivalent items) of food during the
Lenten season...one can for each day of Lent. You can place the
cans in front of the St. Anthony statue in the rear of the church
and the Knights will collect them and bring them to the food
pantry for distribution to the needy in the area. Suggested items
include: soups, peanut butter, canned vegetables, pasta, tuna,
cereal etc. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14.

MENSAJE DEL PAPA FRANCISCO PARA
CUARESMA 2018

Como todos los afios, con este mensaje deseo ayudar
a toda la Iglesia a vivir con gozo y con verdad este
tiempo de gracia; y lo hago inspirandome en una
expresion de Jesus en el Evangelio de Mateo: «Al
crecer la maldad, se enfriara el amor en la mayoria»
(24,12).

Dante Alighieri, en su descripcion del infierno, se
imagina al diablo sentado en un trono de hielo;? su
morada es el hielo del amor extinguido.
Preguntémonos entonces: ¢como se enfria en nosotros
la caridad?

Lo que apaga la caridad es ante todo la avidez por el
dinero, «raiz de todos los males» (1 7m 6,10); a esta
le sigue el rechazo de Dios y, por tanto, el no querer
buscar consuelo en él, prefiriendo quedarnos con
nuestra desolacion antes que sentirnos confortados por
su Palabra y sus Sacramentos. Todo esto se
transforma en violencia que se dirige contra aquellos
gue consideramos una amenaza para nuestras
«certezas»: el nifo por nacer, el anciano enfermo, el
huésped de paso, el extranjero, asi como el préjimo
que no corresponde a nuestras expectativas.



tel:(973)%20584-2720
tel:(973)%20479-7250

Si vemos dentro de nosotros y a nuestro alrededor los
signos que antes he descrito, la Iglesia, nuestra madre y
maestra, ademas de la medicina a veces amarga de la
verdad, nos ofrece en este tiempo de Cuaresma el dulce
remedio de la oracion, la limosna y el ayuno.

El hecho de dedicar mas tiempo a la oracion hace que
nuestro corazon descubra las mentiras secretas con las
cuales nos engafiamos a nosotros mismos, para buscar
finalmente el consuelo en Dios. El es nuestro Padre y
desea para nosotros la vida.

El ejercicio de la /imosna nos libera de la avidez y nos
ayuda a descubrir que el otro es mi hermano: nunca lo
gue tengo es solo mio. Cuanto desearia que la limosna se
convirtiera para todos en un auténtico estilo de vida. Al
igual que, como cristianos, me gustaria que siguiésemos
el ejemplo de los Apdstoles y viésemos en la posibilidad
de compartir nuestros bienes con los demas un testimonio
concreto de la comunién que vivimos en la Iglesia. A este
propdsito hago mia la exhortacion de san Pablo, cuando
invitaba a los corintios a participar en la colecta para la
comunidad de Jerusalén: «Os conviene» (2 Co 8,10). Esto
vale especialmente en Cuaresma, un tiempo en el que
muchos organismos realizan colectas en favor de iglesias
y poblaciones que pasan por dificultades. Y cuanto querria
gue también en nuestras relaciones cotidianas, ante cada
hermano que nos pide ayuda, pensaramos que se trata de
una llamada de la divina Providencia: cada limosna es una
ocasion para participar en la Providencia de Dios hacia sus
hijos; vy si él hoy se sirve de mi para ayudar a un
hermano, éno va a proveer también manana a mis
necesidades, él, que no se deja ganar por nadie en
generosidad?

El ayuno, por (ltimo, debilita nuestra violencia,
nos desarma, y constituye una importante ocasion para
crecer. Por una parte, nos permite experimentar lo que
sienten aquellos que carecen de lo indispensable y
conocen el aguijon del hambre; por otra, expresa la
condicién de nuestro espiritu, hambriento de bondad y
sediento de la vida de Dios. El ayuno nos despierta, nos
hace estar mas atentos a Dios y al prdjimo, inflama
nuestra voluntad de obedecer a Dios, que es el Unico que
sacia nuestra hambre.

Invito especialmente a los miembros de la Iglesia a
emprender con celo el camino de la Cuaresma, sostenidos
por la limosna, el ayuno y la oracion. Si en muchos
corazones a veces da la impresion de que la caridad se ha
apagado, en el corazon de Dios no se apaga. El siempre
nos da una nueva oportunidad para que podamos
empezar a amar de nuevo.

Los bendigo de todo corazén y rezo por ustedes. No se
olviden de rezar por mi.
Francisco.

Si deseas leer este mensaje del Papa Francisco
completo, lo puedes encontrar en el siguiente link
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/es
/bollettino/pubblico/2018/02/06/mens.html

EL SANTO VIA CRUCIS
Durante el tiempo de cuaresma tendremos las
estaciones de la Santa Cruz todos los viernes a las
8:00pm en el Templo Parroquial.

A Excepcion del Viernes 9 de Marzo que sera a las
7:00 pm Bilingiie, seguido de una pequena cena de
demostracion de diferentes tipos de sopas en el Hall
de la parroquia.

i{Unete a la experiencia de caminar con Jesus!

Bienvenido a Casa
Tiempo de reconciliacion con Dios durante esta
Cuaresma
Confesiones: Lunes de 7:00pm a 8:30pm
Sabados: 3:30pm - 4:30pm

RETIRO ESPIRITUAL DE CUARESMA
Proximo 3 de Marzo de 9:30am a 4:00pm
Recuerda que compartiremos la comida que cada
uno lleve.

INTENCIONES PARA T A MISA
Si tienes alguna intencion para ofrecer en la Misa
Dominical en Epanol a la 1:30pm.
Puedescomunicarte con el Padre Henry al 973-347-
0032 Ext-2350 o acercarse a las oficinas de la
parroquia de Lunes a Jueves de 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.




