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St. Michael 
Netcong, New Jersey 

“During Lent, let us find concrete  
ways to overcome our indifference.”                                           

                                                                                 

POPE FRANCIS 

Third Sunday of Lent 



   The Church of Saint Michael 
March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 
 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  Nicholas Rafferty, Beth Courter, Loreto Koch, 
Tim Paternostro, Dick Bland 
    
 
 

Weekly Memorial 
Altar Bread & Wine: 

For All Deceased Parishioners 
 
 

Readings for the week 
Third Sunday of Lent 
Sunday 
Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 
Monday 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday 
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday 
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday 
Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday 
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday 
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 
 
 

Welcome Home Confessions 
During Lent 

Mondays 7-8:30pm 
 

Stations of the Cross on Fridays 
7pm in English 
8pm in Spanish 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, March 6, 2021 
10am     Carmela Susco 
5pm      Tom Swain, Jeanette Defelice,  
              Anthyony DiBiase 
                
Sunday, March 7, 2021   
7am  Mary Brodo 
9:30am  Biaggio Vaia 
11:30am  For All Parishioners 
1:30pm  Special Intention 

 
Monday, March 8, 2021 
10am      Joseph Persico 
 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
10am William Poisseroux 
 
Wednesday, March 10, 2021   
10am       Elwin & Mary Burd, Eugene & Regina Trapp 
 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 
10am      John Bauer 
 
Friday, March 12, 2021 
10am     Special Intention 
 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 
10am     For All Parishioners 
5pm      John & Gloria Bauer, Jeanette DeFelice 
                
Sunday, March 14, 2021   
7am  Special Intention 
9:30am  Ronald E. Costanzo 
11:30am  Biaggio Vaia, Henry Rafferty 
1:30pm  Special Intention 
 

 
 

TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
February 14, 2021 ....................................................... $5,313.00 
WeShare ..................................................................... $1,500.50 
 
February 17, 2021 – Ash Wednesday .................... $1,247.00 
WeShare .......................................................................... $30.00 
 
February 21, 2021 ...................................................... $5,828.00 
WeShare ....................................................................  $2,205.50 
 
February 28, 2021 ...................................................... $5,014.00 
WeShare ..................................................................... $1,920.50 



 From Fr. Mike 
 
In my teenage years a priest told me, much to my 
delight, that Sundays were “exemption” days from 
the Lenten practices. The reason he gave was that if 
we added Sundays to the mix we would have more 
than forty days for Lent (forty-four to be exact.) But 
if we were to exclude Sundays we would only have 
thirty-eight days of Lent. I have found this to be a 
popular thought among many Catholic. Before we 
reflect on this notion, it is important to note that 
nothing in the Canon Law of the Church, the 
Catechism, or any Papal Encyclical that directly 
gives a rule of what we should give up for Lent; it is 
all custom and tradition. Therefore, the particulars 
are interpretations of the bigger themes of Lent 
which one happens to be sacrifice. Lent is a 
penitential time for us where our outward 
proclamation is a statement of our failure to reflect 
upon our sinfulness year round, so we will make a 
concerted effort lasting roughly forty days.  
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends with the 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. Even 
if we were not counting Sundays, it would not add 
up to forty days. But then another argument 
presented is that Sundays are a “mini Easter” so 
they should not be counted as a part of Lent. While 
this is true, we don’t pretend that Jesus hasn’t 
resurrected on Sundays, yet Sunday’s are still a part 
of Lent as we do not chant the alleluia on Sundays 
(if it were a “mini Easter” we should sing and praise 
with alleluia.) Plus, the proper title for any given 
Sunday is the First or Second … of Lent. I have also 
heard that a person cannot fast on a feast day. 
While this is also true, we do not fast on Sundays in 
the Catholic sense of the word; fasting is defined as 
one main meal and two smaller “snack” type meals. 
 
There are many practices that we employ but most 
typically we give something up or we try to change 
a bad habit. Most psychologists will say that in 
order for us to change a habit, it will take a solid 
four weeks or longer; notice the recommended time 
is not six days. I once met a woman who gave up 
profanity for Lent and every time she used a word 
she would put a $5 bill into a jar which she 
eventually donated to the church. Would it make 
sense for her to use profanity on Sundays? 
 
Every First Sunday of Lent we hear in the Gospel an 
account of Jesus entering into the desert to be 

tempted. Although the details differ from the three 
Evangelists, they have in common Jesus entering 
the desert and leaving the desert hungry. As St. Paul 
exhorts us on multiple occasions, we are to be 
imitators of Christ; while we cannot go forty days 
without food, we can surely go forty days without 
chocolate or sweets. Notice Jesus didn’t say after 
six days, “I’m hungry so I’m going to get a burger.” 
 
I think we Catholics are always looking for loop 
holes to get around the rules because it is open to 
interpretation. But Jesus always calls us to the 
difficult path. Let us try to stay strong with our 
Lenten observances and ask for the strength of the 
Holy Spirit. May we keep one another in prayer as 
we strive for continual conversion and 
transformation.  
 

ADORATON NOTICE 
HELP!  Even though the Chapel is open on a limited 
basis, we have several hours in need of coverage.  
Please consider taking an hour.  Now, more than 
ever, we need to pray.  What better place than in 
front of the real presence of Jesus.  Please contact 
either Marie at 732-895-7972 or Andrea at 201-874-
8769.  Thank you! 
 

Tuesday 3pm, Friday 3pm 

 
Faith Formation News 

 
Confirmation I and II: service forms for 3 items of 

service done during Jan, Feb and March are to be handed 

in ON MARCH 31! Please get these in ON time or 

contact us if there is a problem.  If we do not receive the 

forms, we assume you did not do the service! 

 

Calendar reminders: 

• Next Confirmation I session: 3/7 

• Next Confirmation II session: 3/14 

• Next in person session for Gr. 1, 3-6: 3/14; for 

• Next in person session for Gr. 7-8 3/22 (NOTE 

date change!) 

• Next in person session for Gr. 2 and Older 

Sacramental Prep group: 3/21, 10:30 am-12 pm 

 

A Family of Faith Parent session to cover March 

material; choose one: 

• March 4 at 6:30 pm or March 7 at 10:30 am, 

church hall   

 

~ Thank you for your flexibility when calendar dates 

and sessions must be changed and modified! 



YOUTH MINISTRY 
YM meetings Mondays at 7-8:30 p.m. 
If you have questions, please email Nicole at 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 
 
 
 

Tax Donation Information 
St. Michael Chuch will not be sending out  

2020 tax statements this year. 
We are trying to save on costs of paper,  

envelopes and stamps. 
If you need a copy of your donations, 

please call 973-347-0032 or email 
office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org with your 

name, address and envelope number. 

 

 

 
Stations of the Cross  

on Fridays during Lent at 7pm in English 
 

Stations of the Cross  
on Fridays during Lent at 8pm in Spanish 

 
Welcome Home Confessions 

Mondays during Lent from 7-8:30pm 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus 40 Cans for Lent 
Please help the Knights of Columbus in our Forty Cans 
for Lent project. The Knights are collecting 
nonperishable food items for the parish food pantry. It is 
a great corporal work of mercy to perform during Lent. 
The idea is to donate one item for each of the forty days 
of Lent as part of your Lenten sacrifice. Personal care 
items are especially needed.  Donations can be placed 
by the St. Anthony statue in the back of the church. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Monthly In-Person Meetings resume 

second Tuesday of each month, 7:30pm 
Msgr Trapasso Hall 

Located on the church's lower level 
Video Conferencing options available. 

 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
Through Moses, God passed on the commandments he 
wished all people to follow. He tells us not to worship 
idols or take the name of the Lord in vain. All the laws 
God gave to us, if followed, would ensure that we could 
live in peace and harmony with one another  as he had 
planned. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
Paul tells the Corinthians that Christ is the power and 
the wisdom of God. Although they claimed to possess 
wisdom, “God’s folly is wiser than men, and his 
weakness is more powerful than men.” 
 
Gospel: John 2:13-25 
Jesus went to the temple of Jerusalem to find merchants 
there selling sheep and doves. He knocked over their 
tables and drove the animals away. The merchants asked 
him for a sign that he was authorized to do this. He told 
them to “destroy this temple (referring to his body) and 
in three days I will raise it up.”  The merchants 
misunderstood, and did not believe he could rebuild in 
three days what had taken nearly 50 years to build. Still 
many believed in him, after seeing the miracles he had 
performed. 
 

 
 
Third Sunday of Lent 
March 7, 2021 
 
“Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift 

of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink’, 

you would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water... Everyone who drinks this water 

will be thirsty again but whoever drinks the water I 

shall give will never thirst. The water I shall give will 

become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.” 

 

Do yourself a favor. Open your bible to chapter 4 of 
John’s gospel and live the scene of Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman. Discover the gentle invitation of 
Jesus, opening her heart to what He wanted for her. 
 
Listen closely to the conversation, perhaps her initial 
fear, a stranger violating the customary protocol, and 
gradually she discovers herself, and Christ. ‘Come and 
see a man who has told me everything I have done.’ 
 
May the living water, God’s grace this Lent well up in 
me, bringing forgiveness in reconciliation, and strength 

in the Eucharist. 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org
mailto:office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org


 

 
 
 

TERCER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 

 

Primera Lectura: Exodo 20:1-17 

A través de Moisés, Dios dió los mandamientos que 

desea que todos sigan. Nos dice que no idolatremos 

ídolos y no usar el nombre de Dios en vano.  Todas las 

leyes que Dios nos dió, si son seguidas, asegurarán la paz 

y armonía unos con otros como El lo planeó. 

 

Segunda Lectura: 1 Corintios 1:22-25 

Pablo les dice a los Corintios que Cristo es el poder y la 

sabiduría de Dios. Aunque ellos dicen tener sabiduría, 

“lo que en Dios puede parecer tontería, es más sabio que 

la sabiduría humana, y lo que puede parecer debilidad, es 

más fuerte que la fuerza humana”. 

 

Evangelio: San Juan 2:13-25 

Jesús fué al templo de Jerusalén a buscar comerciantes 

que vendían ovejas y palomas. Tiró las mesas y sacó a los 

animales. Los comerciantes le pidieron una prueba que 

lo autorizaba a esto. Les dijo (refiriéndose a su cuerpo); 

“Destruyan este templo y en tres días volveré a 

levantarlo.” Los comerciantes no entendieron, y no 

creyeron que pudiera reconstruir en tres días lo que 

había llevado casi 50 en construir. Sin embargo, muchos 

creyeron en El, despúes de ver los milagros que había 

hecho. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Tercer Domingo de Cuaresma 
7 de marzo, 2021 
 
“Jesús le respondió: ‘Si conocieras el don de Dios y 
quién es el que te dice: ‘Dame de beber’, tú misma se 
lo hubieras pedido, y él te habría dado agua viva… El 
que beba de esta agua tendrá nuevamente sed, pero el 
que beba del agua que yo le daré, nunca más volverá a 
tener sed. El agua que yo le daré se convertirá en él en 
manantial que brotará hasta la Vida eterna.’” 
 
Hágase un favor.  Abra su biblia en el capítulo 4 del 
evangelio de San Juan y viva la escena de Jesús y la mujer 
samaritana.  Descubra la gentil invitación de Jesús, 
abriéndole su corazón a lo que El quería para ella.  
 
Escuche atentamente la conversación, quizá su miedo 
inicial, un extraño rompiendo el protocolo 
acostumbrado, y gradualmente ella se descubre a sí 
misma, y a Cristo.  ‘Vengan a ver a un hombre que me ha 
dicho todo lo que he hecho.’ 
 
Que el agua viva, la gracia de Dios se llene en mí, 
trayendo perdón en reconciliación, y fuerza en la 
Eucaristía. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TERCER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
 
Domingo  

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 
 
Lunes 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Lk 4:24-30 
 
Martes 
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
 
Miércoles 
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
 
Jueves  
Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
 
Viernes  
Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
 
Sábado  
Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 
 



HEALTHCARE  
& ESSENTIAL

WORKERS

THANK YOU!

HELP WANTED

Interested ApplIcAnts pleAse contAct:
nIck BurBAno, Head Lifeguard

Call/TexT 973-452-5571 OR

CresCenT Cove BeaCh CluB 973-398-5139

SUMMER 2 2

Lifeguards With Certification, CPR 
& First Aid Required.

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

“a GreaT DenTal experienCe ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 HowArd Blvd., suIte 104 Mount ArlIngton, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MTarlinGTonFaMilyDenTisTry.CoM

eManuel CaTania, DMD · peTer serraTelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s

Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone OnPremises

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

973-347-7207
kosterplumbing@optonline.net

39 Maple Avenue • Netcong

Plumbing & Heating
License No. 7504

Eddie Koster

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

PLUMBING 

PROBLEMS?

Call...

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 

weekly/biweekly lawn maintenance, lawn fertilizing, insect/weed control and more!
 I would also like to be able to add my website and email:
 
Also if possible a Facebook and Instagram sign.

weekly | BI-weekly lAwn MAIntenAnce | lAwn FertIlIzIng | Insect/weed control & More

      polsterslawnservice.com         polsterslawnservice@gmail.com


