
Welcome to our Church 

SAINT MICHAEL 
4  C H U R C H  S T R E E T  •  N E T C O N G ,  N J  0 7 8 5 7   

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

August 8, 2021 

Schedule of Masses 
 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 
 

Sunday: 7:00, 9:30, 11:30 am (in English) 
 

Misa en Español todos los Domingos: 1:30 pm 
 
 

Weekdays 
 

Weekdays: 10:00 am 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday: 4:00 - 4:30 pm     Monday: 6:30 - 7:00 pm  
(no Monday reconciliation during June, July or August) 
 
 

Phone: 973-347-0032    
 

Website: www.stmichaelnetcong.org 
 
 

Fr. Michael Lee 
Pastor 

fr.mike@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Annemarie Bias 
Office Administrator 

office.admin@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Deborah Rogalo 
Director of Religious Education 

faith.formation@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Deacon Stuart Murphy 
deacon.stu@stmichaelnetcong.org 

 

Deacon Richard Bias 
deacon.rich@stmichaelnetcong.org 

 

Deacon John Meyer 
deacon.john@stmichelnetcong.org 

 

Deacon Russ Raffay 
deacon.russ@stmichaelnetcong.org 

 

Betty Pinsonault 
Evangelization Director 

evangelization@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Katie Kreil 
Music Director 

music@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Jodi Suralik 
PGC Coordinator 

faithformation.office@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Nicole Bias 
Youth Minister 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
 

Bob Flynn 
Office Assistant 

Team Positive 
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     The Church of Saint Michael 
August 8, 2021 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 
 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  Nicholas Rafferty, Beth Courter, Tim 
Paternostro, Dick Bland, Karlene Yaple,  
David Conklin Jr.  
 

 

 

    
Weekly Memorial 

Altar Bread and Wine: 
Jimmy LaBell 

 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday 
1 Kgs 19:4-8; Eph 4:30─5:2; Jn 6:41-51 
Monday 
Dt 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday 
2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26 
Wednesday 
Dt 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday 
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Mt 18:21─19:1 
Friday 
Jos 24:1-13; Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday 
Jos 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, August 7, 2021  
10am Special Intention 
5pm James Taormina, Michael Buckley 
              
Sunday, August 8, 2021   
7am Rosemarie DiRupo, Theresa Donnarumma 
9:30am Ronald E. Costanzo, Rocco &  
               Concetta Madonna 
11:30am Frances & Matthew Soccio,  
               Clark William Howell II 
1:30pm Amparo Vega 
 
Monday, August 9, 2021   
10am     For All Deceased Parishioners 
 
Tuesday, August 10, 2021  
10am Joseph Anthony Cinotti 
 
Wednesday, August 11, 2021   
10am      John Bauer 
 
Thursday, August 12, 2021 
10am Theresa Donnarumma 
 
Friday, August 13, 2021  
10am Rodrigo Guzman 
  
Saturday, August 14, 2021  
8am Pat Biasi and All Deceased Members of the    
               Assumption Society 
10am   Special Intention 
5pm Elwin & Mary Burd, John & Gloria Bauer 
              
Sunday, August 15, 2021  The Assumption 
7am Sherry Lopez, Jimmy & Donald LaBell 
9:30am Shaun Ippolitto 
11:30am Clark William Howell II  
1:30pm Amparo Vega 
 
 
 
 
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
 
Sunday, August 1, 2021 ............................................ $5,235.00 
Repair & Renovation ................................................ $1,601.00 
WeShare ............................................................... not available 
WeShare R & R .................................................. not available 

 
 
 



Homily by Deacon John Meyer 
The communion controversy! 

From Aug. 1st 
 
That was the headline in a major Catholic newspaper a 
few weeks ago, and we see in our Gospel today the 
original communion controversy. Our Gospel is taken 
from John ch. 6, which is one of the longest and deepest 
theological chapters in the entire Bible. We heard last 
Sunday about the feeding of the five thousand, and this 
Sunday we read from the bread of life discourse. Over 
the next few weeks we will hear Jesus explain that we 
must eat his flesh and drink his blood and we will hear 
that this was too radical for many of his followers. The 
expectations of the crowd was political, they wanted a 
worldly king. Their idea for a Messiah was for another 
Moses who would defeat their enemies and pour food 
into their laps.  Jesus was not what they expected. Many 
of Jesus’ followers left him because his teachings were 
too hard for them to accept. Over the next few weeks we 
will see the confrontation between the political 
expectations and the truth collide.  Our communion 
controversy boils down to the question of what it means 
to be Catholic and receive communion. The word 
Catholic often gets translated as universal, however this 
does not do justice to the true meaning of the word with 
regards to the Church. A more accurate translation of 
the word would be ‘of one accord’, and when we receive 
communion and give our Amen, we affirm that we are ‘of 
one accord’. The dilemma we face today is many who 
publicly reject the teachings of the Church want the 
Church to abandon her teachings and conform to 
whatever they want. It seems ironic that with one 
breath they reject the Church and in the next breath 
they want her blessing. The expectation that God can be 
manipulated to conform to political realities is nothing 
new. Factions within the Jewish authorities were 
attempting to play one side against the other, Pharisee 
against Sadducee, Zealot against Herodian. They were 
sitting on the fence, attempting to see whose side this 
Jesus was on. The truth that Jesus was teaching sounded 
too radical for them; they were looking for some middle 
ground. The trouble with truth is that truth is just that, 
TRUTH! Not some times, not might be, but all the time, 
and if compromised it is no longer truth, it is a half 
truth, or relativism or a flat out lie. The problem with 
sitting on the fence or taking a middle of the road 
position is that sooner or later tribulation is going to 
start to shake that fence and you might wind up falling 
off on the wrong side.  
 
As Catholics we are called to accept certain truths, and 
it is irrelevant that some of these truths are not 
politically correct, or might be unpopular, or considered 
behind the times.  As Christians, we have had two 
millennia to understand the teachings and divinity of 
Jesus; the authorities of first century Judea were at a loss 

to figure out just what Jesus was trying to do. The idea 
that Jesus could be the Messiah was unbelievable to 
them. He was not who they expected. We know Jesus is 
the son of God! We know he has given us his flesh and 
his blood to eat and drink. We also know the awesome 
responsibility we accept when we partake of 
communion! As we meditate on the Gospel today we 
hear the promise of eternal life, yet not without a catch. 
We must eat his flesh and drink his blood and even St. 
Paul warns us of the consequences of those receiving 
unworthily. He states…whoever eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for 
the body and blood of the Lord. The truth is that none of 
us are worthy to receive him, we are all sinners and we 
all are in need of Gods’ mercy. We pray before 
communion because we know that we are not worthy to 
have him enter under our roof, and we beg for our soul 
to be healed. However if we present ourselves for 
Communion when we publicly and blatantly reject or 
oppose Church teaching then we are putting our eternal 
soul at risk. To quote St Paul again, “For anyone who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body, eats and 
drinks judgment on himself.”  To receive without being 
in a state of grace would be a sacrilege. The true 
communion controversy is not political, rather it is 
spiritual. Our Church and the world are going through 
some stormy times these days and the emotions of many 
people are high, however the truth isn’t relative and the 
truth isn’t up for a popular vote. Jesus always says yes to 
us, but are we saying maybe, mostly, or yes to this but 
not that to Him? Communion is the Amen to the Church 
and all her teachings. For us Catholics the bread of life is 
not controversial, it is essential! The Eucharist is source 
and summit of our lives and must be taken seriously.  

 
Homily by Deacon Rich Bias 

Gospel of John 6:24-35 
  18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  
- We are in the midst of the Bread of Life Discourse in 
the Gospel readings starting last Sunday with the 
feeding of the multitude, today and going on a few more 
Sundays…   
- Do you know what the Bread of Life Discourse is?...  It 
is the teaching directly from Jesus about the Eucharist…  
The Body and Blood of Jesus in the Gospel of John, Ch. 
6…  Have you ever read it? 
- Have you ever really read and prayed over it?  John, 
Ch.6…  It is right from Jesus’ mouth... 
- I pray you have read it…  If you haven’t, I pray you will…  
If you have, I pray you read it again... 
- I believe if you have ever read any of the Bible, John, 
Ch. 6 would be the most important! 
- Because if you got just a glimpse, if you understand 
even just a little bit…  You’re on your way! 
- The CCC tells us the Eucharist, Jesus’ Body, IS the 
source and summit of our entire life! 



- Meaning everything we get is from Him and we bring 
everything we have back to him!   
- He loves us infinitely that He gave us His Body and 
Blood as eternal food…  Eternal... 
- Before He suffered, died and rose again, He taught us 
exactly what the Eucharist is all about...   
- Today He tells us He IS the bread of life.  He says, 
“Whoever comes to Me will never hunger and whoever 
believes in Me will never thirst”…  It is that simple and 
that profound!... 
- I really didn’t know, or better, didn’t understand how 
profound the BoLD (Bread of Life Discourse) was until I 
studied it in the diaconate formation program almost 20 
years ago…  That is crazy!!!  Almost 20 years ago… 
- I am ordained 15 years next May!!!  Where has the time 
gone…  Anyway… 
- I knew my faith, I knew who Jesus was, I understood 
what the Eucharist was but reading, studying and 
especially praying on John Ch. 6, was life changing for 
me.   
- I believe I understand a little more about the infinite 
Love Jesus has for me. 
- See, God’s Love is infinite, meaning there is always 
more, His love is never ending!! 
- And because we are made in His image and likeness, 
that means our love is infinite too. 
- There is always more to get from Him and the more we 
get from Him, the more we can give… 
- You can't give what you don’t have…  We have to be 
open to receiving this Love though… 
- It doesn’t just automatically get put into us…  It is a 
free Love not a forced Love… 
- And until we say yes, it will just be sitting there 
waiting for us to let it envelope and consume us. 
- Talking about saying yes to God and accepting His 
Love for us is a little like rose petals and music and 
everything is hunky dory…  Sometimes it is but most of 
the time, it is not… 
- And talking about accepting His Love when things are 
not hunky dory, we have to also accept His Will for us.  
Because that is also always there for us to receive and 
accept His Will for us. 
- They are a package deal just waiting there for us to 
receive and accept… His Love and His Will. 
- We are free to reject them both but that never goes 
well, we can accept one without the other but that 
doesn’t go too well either…  Most of us want His Love 
but not His will for us…  Nope. 
- Accepting both freely, entirely and willingly always, 
always ALWAYS goes well!  Because of Him. 
- Reading books, praying and contemplating I am 
reminded over and over again that good things come to 
us from God and bad things are allowed by Him for our 
eternal good! 
- It is hard but we should give up our fight and trust 
Him, take comfort in knowing it’s from Him 
- Remind ourselves that God is allowing this for our 

eternal good…  Hard I know but He is... 
- I don't have time to go into redemptive suffering right 
now but simply put, we link our suffering to the 
suffering of Jesus on the cross for our sins and needs or 
better, others sins and needs… 
- It is all linked together by Him, in Him and through 
Him, all in the Eucharist.  John, Ch. 6… 
- My father in law was put in the hospital last week…  
Things are a bit uncertain for him and hectic and crazy 
for Annemarie, her brother and all of us with phone 
calls, stress, anxiety, treatment… 
- Things are not rose petals and music right now for us 
but, guess what, It is His Will.  We can all fight it, get 
upset, be angry and fill with resentment… 
- Or we can turn to Jesus with prayer, trust, acceptance 
and Love.  For us here on this side of eternity, it is all 
encompassed in the Eucharist, Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity.  John, Ch. 6... 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Thank you to all those who volunteered to 

become Catechists this year! 
At this time, we have enough catechists to 

meet our current enrollment. We are still 

looking for some substitutes who would be 

willing to take  a class occasionally when a catechist has 

to call out.  Lesson plans are provided and we try to give 

our subs advance notice. Please consider helping in this 

capacity—the sessions are only about an hour long, 

primarily after the 9:30 am Mass. 

 

Please keep all of our parish Catechists in your prayers 

this year.  Without their assistance, we would not be able 

to provide a strong Faith Formation program in our 

parish. They are a blessing to all o us! 

 

Confirmation II candidates (those entering 10th 

grade): your Mass sheets for July and your service 

forms evaluating the service you completed in April, 

May and June are due in the office. 

• Please make sure you are working on the Gospel 

of Mark Project that was given to you at the end 

of our class sessions!  It is due at our first 

session in September! 

 

Parents: please see the website for updates on the Middle 

School Confirmation program. Also, calendars will be 

posted later this month for all grade levels.  Parent and 

other important meeting information will also be posted. 

 

If you are still interested in registration, please contact 

the office this week. We will be closing registration at 

the end of the month to make sure we are prepared for 

those who have signed up. Late registrations (after the 

cut off date) will be processed after classes begin. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 
If you have any questions, please email me at 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
Enjoy your summer!  

~Nicole 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry is open every Friday from 9:00am to 
3:00pm and serves people from Netcong and the 

surrounding communities.  If you or someone you know 
could use a little extra assistance to help with your food 

and/or household budgets, please stop by any Friday. 
Also, the pantry is currently in need of these items:  

boxed potatoes, rice, and shampoo.   
As always, thank you for your generosity! 

 

 
The Knights of Columbus thank you! 

The Knights of Columbus and Birth Haven would like to 
thank St. Michael Church for their generous donations 
of diapers. The Knights took two car loads of diapers up 
to Birth Haven.  We appreciate your donations to a 
worthy cause.   

 
 
DÉCIMONOVENO DOMINGO EN TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO 
Domingo  
1 Kgs 19:4-8; Eph 4:30─5:2; Jn 6:41-51 
Lunes 
Dt 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27 
Martes 
2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26 
Miércoles 
Dt 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20 
Jueves  
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Mt 18:21─19:1 
Viernes  
Jos 24:1-13; Mt 19:3-12 
Sábado  
Jos 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15 

 
 
 

DÉCIMONOVENO DOMINGO EN TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO 

 
Primera Lectura: 1 Reyes 19:4-8 
La reina Jezabel había jurado matar a Elías, quien fué al 
desierto y pidió morir. En vez, se durmió. Un ángel lo 
despertó y le dijo que comiera la comida que Dios le 
había dado. Comió y se volvió a dormir, pero el ángel de 
Dios lo volvió a despertar y le dijo que comiera. 
Fortalecido por la comida, se levantó y caminó cuarenta 
días y noches a las montañas de Dios.   

Segunda Lectura: Efesios 4:30⎯5:2 
Pablo pide a los efesios deshacerse de la amargura, enojo 
y malicia. En vez deben ser amables, compasivos, y 
perdonar como Dios lo ha hecho. Debemos imitar a 
Cristo y amarnos los unos a los otros como El nos ha 
amado.  
 
Evangelio: San Juan 6:41-51 
Los judíos no estaban convencidos de que Jesús era el 
pan que bajó del cielo. Pero El explica de nuevo que El es 
el pan de vida. Les dice que aquel que cree y come de su 
pan vivirá para siempre. Explica que el pan que dará es 
su cuerpo, para la vida del mundo. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Décimo Noveno Domingo en Tiempo Ordinario 
8 de Agosto de 2021 
 
“Se acostó y se quedó dormido bajo la retama. Pero 
un ángel lo tocó y le dijo: ‘¡Levántate, come!’ El miró y 
vio que había a su cabecera una galleta cocida sobre 
piedras calientes y un jarro de agua… Pero el Angel del 
Señor volvió otra vez, lo tocó y le dijo: ‘¡Levántate, 
come, porque todavía te queda mucho por caminar!’  
Elías se levantó, comió y bebió, y fortalecido por ese 
alimento caminó cuarenta días y cuarenta noches 
hasta la montaña de Dios, el Horeb… ‘Yo soy el pan de 
vida.’” 
 
Las escrituras se han estado enfocando en el sexto 
capítulo de San Juan, que nos piden apreciar más 
profundamente la alimentación que el Señor dió a Su 
pueblo y continua haciéndolo por nosotros hoy. 

Lo que parece la milagrosa nutrición de Elías muestra la 
preocupación de Dios, Su mano, y la respuesta del 
profeta al mensajero del Señor.  Necesitaba ese alimento 
para sostenerse y continuar su trabajo profético. 

Jesús, en su preocupación por la multitud, los alimentó, 
les dijo a Sus discípulos que le diera a la gente algo de 
comer.  Tenían hambre.  Somos verdaderos discípulos 
para el Señor y pide que el maravilloso don de la 
Eucaristía, tan disponible para nosotros, sea 
ansiosamente buscado y no simplemente lo tomemos 
por dado. 

A muchas parroquias les faltan sacerdotes para proveer 
la Eucaristía. Muchos de nosotros que asistimos 
virtualmente a la misa estamos ansiosos de recibir la 
santísima communión.  Así como Elías buscó y encontró 
los alimentos que Dios le proveyó para su jornada, ojalá 
nosotros renovemos nuestro deseo por y de buscarlo en 
la Eucaristía. 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org


PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s

Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone OnPremises

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

973-347-7207
kosterplumbing@optonline.net

39 Maple Avenue • Netcong

Plumbing & Heating
License No. 7504

Eddie Koster

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

weekly/biweekly lawn maintenance, lawn fertilizing, insect/weed control and more!
 I would also like to be able to add my website and email:
 
Also if possible a Facebook and Instagram sign.

AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY


