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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

King of the Universe 

  St. Michael 
Netcong, New Jersey 



    The Church of Saint Michael 
November 21, 2021 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died:  Martha Tremain 
 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  Nicholas Rafferty, Beth Courter, Tim 
Paternostro, Dick Bland, Karlene Yaple,  
David Conklin Jr., Allison Leigh, Paula DiElsi,  
Robert Spezza, Richard Trapp, Bob Flynn, Janet Chanda 
 

    
Weekly Memorial 

Sanctuary Lamp: 
Andrew Weaver 

  
 

Readings for the week 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Sunday 
Dn 7:13-14; Rv 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37 
Monday 
Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4 
Tuesday 
Dn 2:31-45; Lk 21:5-11 
Wednesday 
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday 
Dn 6:12-28; Lk 21:20-28 or, for Thanksgiving Day,  
any readings from the Lectionary for Mass (vol. IV), 
the Mass “In Thanksgiving to God”, nos. 943-947 
Friday 
Dn 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33 
Saturday 
Dn 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36 
 
 
 
The Adoration Chapel and the Parish Office will 

be closed on Thanksgiving Day. 
 

  
 
 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, November 20, 2021  
10am   George Calvert 
5pm Pat Buckley, Christopher Hogan 
              
Sunday, November 21, 2021   
7am Joseph & Jeanette DeFelice, Felix Sellarole 
9:30am Alois Keller, Byron Roberts & Irene Roberts 
11:30am Ed Matteson, Jimmy Duffy 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
Monday, November 22, 2021   
10am Sylvia Anne Seelinger, Kevin Malone 
 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021   
10am  Patricia Rea 
 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021   
10am      Eugene & Regina Trapp 
 
Thursday, November 25, 2021  Thanksgiving Day 
10am Richie DiRenzo 
 
Friday, November 26, 2021  
10am John Bauer 
  
Saturday, November 27, 2021  
10am   Kathy Barger  
5pm Antoinette Gugliemini, Rea Family,  
  Louis Castaldi, Theresa Donnarumma 
              
Sunday, November 28 2021   
7am Thomasina Grogan, Felix Sellarole 
9:30am Albert E. Costanzo, Anna Valentine 
11:30am Special Intention 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
 
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
 
Sunday, November 14, 2021 .................................... $5,565.00 
WeShare ..................................................................... $2,012.50 
 

 
 
 



From Fr. Mike 
 
Each and every year, at this time of the year, I sit and 
take a few moments to take inventory of my life and see 
what I am truly grateful for in it. Certainly, first and 
foremost, I am grateful for my Priesthood. It is through 
the grace of God and His power that I am able to touch 
people’s lives at the most difficult and sorrowful times 
as well as the most happy and joyful times as well. It is a 
gift that truly never stops giving. Each and every day I 
wake up and thank God for the privilege, the honor and 
the challenge of being His priest for His flock.  
Secondly, I am grateful for my friends and family. I am 
truly amazed at the faithfulness, love and acceptance of 
my unique and particular personality (some do say that I 
am very “unique”.) I thank them for knowing me, for 
understanding and being with me without asking 
anything of me. 
Thirdly, I am grateful for our parish of Saint Michael 
Church will all its staff, ministry leaders, volunteers, 
parishioners and visitors. Over the past five years I have 
come to call Netcong my home and continue to be 
amazed, honored and awed by their generosity, 
kindness, thoughtfulness, caring and even their 
challenges. Thank you one and all for making me feel so 
comfortable, so welcomed and at “home” in your parish 
family.  
Fourthly, I am grateful for the ability to practice my 
religion without persecution or violence. And for that I 
stand for the flag and kneel for my prayers in which I 
thank Almighty God for all our troops and allies 
throughout the world; all those in law enforcement, Fire, 
EMS and First Responders who serve and protect us so 
that we may be free and safe. I am not sure that many 
people realize the gift of these individuals who put their 
lives in harms way so that we may be safe in our homes 
and churches. 
Fifthly, I am grateful for my health. We have been 
through a chaotic two years with the pandemic with all 
its uncertainties and anxiety. I am grateful to have made 
it this far in relatively good health. I pray that the people 
who have been affected by the pandemic that the Lord 
will watch over them and give them His healing 
presence. 
Sixthly, I am grateful for having a roof over my head, 
heat in my house and usually food in my refrigerator. I 
know from the many people that we assist through our 
Food Pantry and direct assistance, that many people are 
not as fortunate as I.  
Finally, I am grateful for the many men and women, 
especially the priests, deacons, and wonderfully 
dedicated lay people whose shoulders I stand upon and 
in whose memory I continue this great journey of faith.  
As you sit at your table of plenty on Thanksgiving Day, 
maybe you can say a small prayer of gratitude for the 
many gifts that you have in your life. Maybe you can 
even make a list of what you are grateful for too.         

God bless you and your families and please take two 
pieces of unsolicited advice for the upcoming holidays; 
no talking about politics at the table and drink a little 
great wine/beer, but not too much.  
God bless you and know that I am thankful for you!  
Simple things to be thankful for: 

“I am thankful for the mess to clean up after a party 
because it means I am blessed with friends. 
 
I am thankful for the taxes I pay because it means that I 
am employed. 
 
I am thankful for the clothes that fit a little too snugly 
because it means I have had enough to eat. 
 
I am thankful for a lawn that needs mowing, windows 
that need cleaning, gutters that need fixing because it 
means I have a home. 
 
I am thankful for all the complaining I do about the 
government because it means we have freedom of 
speech. 
 
I am thankful for the spot I find at the far end of the 
parking lot because it means I am capable of walking.”  
 
I am thankful for my big heating bill because it means I 
am warm. 
 
I am thankful for the lady behind me in church who 
sings off-key because it means I can hear. 
 
I am thankful for the piles of laundry and ironing 
because it means my loved ones are nearby. 
 
I am thankful for weariness and aching muscles at the 
end of the day because it means I have been productive. 
 
I am thankful for the alarm that goes off early in the 
morning because it means I am alive.” 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

Advent Day of Recollection 
Thursday, December 9th  7-9pm in church 
Come join us as Brother Thomas and the 

Franciscans of the Renewal (CFR) share the 
meaning of Advent 

 
 

Advent Retreat in Spanish 
Saturday, December 11th 9am-3pm 

in church 
Fr. Alexis Coffi 

Suggested $10 donation 



From Deacon Russ 
(Homily from Nov. 7) 

The Lessons of the Three Widows 
 

In 1774, two years prior to the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, Elizabeth Bayley was born into a 
family of faithful Episcopal parents in New York City.  
By 19, Elizabeth married William and conceived five 
children and lived a devoted life as a wife, mother, and a 
strong protestant.  In 1803, tragedy struck her family 
when Elizabeth’s husband contracted tuberculosis.  
Seeking relief, the family decided to move to Italy.  Upon 
arrival, they were quarantined and eight days after their 
quarantine was lifted, William passed away.  While in 
Italy, Elizabeth learned about and was drawn to the 
doctrine of the Eucharist as the real body of Christ.  
Elizabeth returned to New York in 1804. On March 14, 
1805 she officially converted to Catholicism and was 
confirmed in 1806.  The widow Elizabeth’s conversion 
resulted in three years of financial struggles and extreme 
social discrimination.  Similar to the widows from 
today’s readings. 
 

The last few weeks we have been challenged to live the 
Gospels through humility, wisdom, and service.  Today, 
we are called to go one additional step, to be generous 
and charitable and to help us understand this, God uses 
the widows of the world to make His point.  The first 
reading from First Kings describes the prophet Elijah’s 
conversations with the widow seeking her generosity.  
She gives all she has and is rewarded for many days.  The 
Gospel recounts a similar example of a widow.  Someone 
who has very little, yet gives it all and is recognized 
above those who gave monetarily much more.  So why 
does God use widows to teach us today’s lesson?   
 

Historically, widows are usually among the poorest of us 
with greatly reduced resources and opportunities 
including the two from today’s reading who were 
obviously financially disadvantaged. Many women in 
the Bible, not all though, are presented in smaller roles 
in stories to instruct us in God’s love.  Today we see the 
same.  Two nameless women are used to teach us what 
we all need to learn, how to think and act in charity and 
kindness to all regardless of our station in life.  We are 
often called to ignore that by our modern society, but as 
faithful Christians, we must do better.  We must put 
aside the banter of hate and distrust, of discrimination 
and fear, of gossip and falsehoods, of superiority and 
aggression, and instead let us turn to these nameless 
widows as examples of faith and generosity to lead us to 
love and embrace.   
 

How can we live up to the examples set by these 
widows?  One of the more important parts of the Mass is 
the dismissal, as a matter of fact, the Mass itself gets its 
name from this.  It is derived from Latin, Ite, missa est 
and is the action we are called to do, go forth and spread 

the Good News.  Not just to leave and go about business 
as usual, but to go forth and do what Jesus wants us to 
do, to assist those in need and to give, not only money, 
but more importantly we need to give like the widows 
did for God has given us much and expects much from 
us.   
 

But giving, as God wants us to, requires us to think 
outside of the box.  There is a giving that is so much in 
need right now, and it is so much greater than money, 
that is the gift of love.  We all need to be more loving.  
Look at our divided society where we are split in so 
many ways.  We have lost the ability to be civil.  We 
have to ask ourselves, is this what God wants?  
Seriously, look for a Bible verse or teaching, or lesson, or 
parable, or whatever you want in which Jesus acts the 
way we have been acting.  Look at Jesus’ reaction to the 
woman at the well, by the way, most likely widowed 
multiple times, look at the stories found in Hebrews, 
James, John, Mark, Matthew, Thessalonians, Acts, 
Galatians, and Luke.  Can we find one lesson where 
Jesus says Blessed are the great among us?  He doesn’t 
and we must follow his example.  Let’s take it a step 
further, we must not be just nice with our love, but 
rather we are called to be kind with our love.   
 

The difference between niceness and kindness is like the 
difference between tolerating and embracing or 
appearance and reality.  Unlike niceness, which is 
focused on outward consequences, a desire to not ruffle 
feathers or to minimize conflict; kindness comes from 
inside, love for others and desire for their well-being.  
Nice people ask you how you are. Kind people actually 
want to know.  Nice people do occasional “good deeds.” 
Kind people consistently love others.  We are called to 
love and all of us can afford to do that.  This love will 
look quite different for different people.  For us older 
folk, how do we spend our time in service to others with 
our wealth of knowledge, capital, and other resources? 
Do we seek to understand or divide, do we choose hate 
over love?  Do we freely give of our resources, when so 
many of us are blessed with so many of them?   For the 
youth, how do you treat those around you?  Is there that 
one kid in the cafeteria who sits by themselves and 
struggles with friends?  Is there a teammate who is not 
as talented and looked down on?  Is there an awkward 
person who just doesn’t fit into your friend group or 
their ‘fits’ just are not ‘drip?’  Do you reach out to these 
people, or do you stay within your comfort zone of 
‘coolness?’  Have you ever invited a new person into your 
group at the lunch table?  Have you expanded your 
invite list to the new kid in the school?  Have you sought 
to understand that kid outside of your circle?  These are 
the questions we MUST answer and all of these answers 
can be found in the best cheat sheet the world has ever 
given us, the Bible and our faith tradition. If you need 
further assistance, look at the stories involving the 
widows from today.  



So there you have it.  Our lesson for the day, neatly 
wrapped up on one homily.  Thanks for your time and 
God Bless… oh wait, I forgot to tell you, as Paul Harvey 
would say, “the rest of the story.”  Remember when I 
was telling you about Elizabeth Bayley and suddenly left 
the story?  She was a widow and because of her 
conversion to our faith, she was disowned by her 
relatives and friends and forced to get a lowly job as a 
teacher to support her children.  This however did not 
stop her from giving and loving.  It had the opposite 
effect.  Instead, she became a religious sister, founded 
the American branch of the Sisters of Charity, pioneered 
the amazing Catholic school system in America, was 
beatified by Pope John XXIII in 1959, and she was 
canonized in 1975, by Pope Paul VI. Elizabeth Bayley, or 
rather Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first native-
born saint of the United States.  In her lifetime she 
wasn’t a mystic, wasn’t a stigmatic, wasn’t a martyr, she 
was a common widow who gave what she had to God 
following the examples set by the widows from today’s 
readings.  
 
These three widow stories invite us to ask ourselves 
how we give.  Do we give grudgingly because we have 
to, do we give dutifully because we feel obligated, or do 
we give thankfully because of our love and our faith, just 
as the love and the faith of the widows told them to 
give?  If our giving is less than it should be, then Jesus is 
speaking to us through today’s scriptures and possibly 
reminding us to, “Give to others, and God will give to 
you.” Lk 6:38 
 
Ask for a flower, God gives a bouquet, a drop of water, 
then we get an ocean, ask for something to eat, and we 
get the ultimate, God’s own body and blood in the 
greatest feast, the Eucharist.  What a gift.  We must be 
like these widows, and all widows, especially widows of 
veterans who we especially remember this week, that 
their actions of kindness and love inspire us all to be 
better people and to give and to love all.  May God Bless 
each and one of us, and may God especially bless the 
widows whom He has always loved and whom He has 
sent to teach us how to give and to love. 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry Meetings on Mondays at 7pm. 

If you have any questions, please email me at 
youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 

~Nicole 

Midnight Run NYC 

Our first midnight run of the year!  
Saturday, Dec. 18th  
We are in need of donations – new underwear in 
larger sizes for men, socks, toiletry items (only small-
travel size), clean and gently used clothing in larger 
sizes, clean pants, shirts, shoes.  Large and xlarge 
hoodie sweatshirts, backpacks or tote bags, new 
underwear for woman in large and xlarge sizes along 
with clean clothes.  Thank you~ 

 

Faith Formation 
Calendar Reminders: 

• 11/28: Mass only this week; no class sessions 

• 12/5: Family Session for Gr. K-7 after 9:30 am Mass 

 

Confirmation II (sophomores): 

• Saint Report due 11/30 

• You should be working on service for the quarter that 

includes Oct, Nov, Dec., due Dec. 31 

• Mass participation sheets due Nov. 30 

• Sponsor Paperwork: due 1/15/22.   Please hand in 

blue info form AND signed Sponsor form 

TOGETHER).  

Middle School Confirmation (gr. 8 and 9) 

• You should be working on service for the quarter that 

includes Oct, Nov, Dec., due Dec. 31 

• Mass participation sheets due Nov. 30 

• Sponsor Paperwork: due 1/30/22.   Please hand in 

blue info form AND signed Sponsor form 

TOGETHER).  

 

First Reconciliation/First Communion Morning of 

Reflection: 

• For children in Grade 2 preparing for First 

Reconciliation  

• Sat., Dec.4, 10:45 am-12:30 pm. Please arrive at 

church by 10:35 am. An adult should accompany 

each child/family 

 

 
 

 

 
This time of year, as we plan to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
please consider making a gift to the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal. Each year, tens of thousands of people in 
profound need seek out the services of our Catholic 
Charities and, with the help for the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal, they find an open door and a compassionate 
response. For your convenience, you can make an online 
gift or pledge at www.2021appeal.org. 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org


PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s

Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone OnPremises

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

973-347-7207
kosterplumbing@optonline.net

39 Maple Avenue • Netcong

Plumbing & Heating
License No. 7504

Eddie Koster

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

weekly/biweekly lawn maintenance, lawn fertilizing, insect/weed control and more!
 I would also like to be able to add my website and email:
 
Also if possible a Facebook and Instagram sign.

AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY


