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St. Michael 
Netcong, New Jersey 

“Fasting makes sense if it really chips away at our security, and as a  
consequence, benefits someone else, if it helps us cultivate the style of the  

good Samaritan who bent down to his brother in need and took care of him.”            
                                                                                 

POPE FRANCIS 

Second Sunday of Lent 



       The Church of Saint Michael 
March 13, 2022 

 Second Sunday of Lent 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 

 
 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  May Lee, Special Intention, Lucy Pintos,  
Karlene Yaple 
 
  

 

    
Weekly Memorial 

Altar Bread & Wine:  Grace Costanzo 
Sanctuary Lamp:  Andrew Weaver 

 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Sunday 
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17—4:1 or  
3:20—4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 
Monday 
Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday 
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday 
Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday 
Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday 
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, March 12, 2022   
10am Leonard Mitchko Jr. 
5pm Anthony DeFelice, Antoinette Gugliemini 
              
Sunday, March 13, 2022  
7am Catherine DeVito 
9:30am  Bob Farruggia, Special Intention of Jane Cho 
11:30am Barbara James, Barbara Marsh 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
Monday, March 14, 2022 
10am Elizabeth Murphy 
 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
10am Clifford Beck, Sherry Lopez 
 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022  
10am       Intention of Rosa Dalbec 
 
Thursday, March 17, 2022  St. Patrick’s Day 
10am Pauline & Carmine Milone,  

Martin & Bridget Grogan & Family 
 
Friday, March 18, 2022 
10am John Bauer, Grace Costanzo 
 
Saturday, March 19, 2022  St. Joseph 
10am Paul Dalbec 
5pm Patricial Rea, Joseph Vendola 
              
Sunday, March 20, 2022 
7am Robert Butler, Jerry Hartman 
9:30am  Ronald E. Costanzo, Intention of Jane Cho 
11:30am Josephine Lombardo Klien, Marie Koert 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
 
 
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
 

Sunday, March 6, 2022 ............................................ $6,321.00 
WeShare .................................................................... $2,942.50 
Repair & Renovation ............................................... $1,955.00 
WeShare R & R ........................................................... $356.00 
Ukraine Relief ........................................................... $1,523.00 
Ash Wednesday ........................................................ $2,921.00 
WeShare Ash Wednesday ........................................... $75.00 
 
 
 

 



From Deacon Russ 
First Sunday in Lent     March 6, 2022 
   Luke 4:1-13 
Fake News 
In the classroom, one of the more important tasks we 
have to do is teach the students how to think.  As they 
get older, we need to be sure that they have the tools to 
be both curious and intellectual at the same time.  We 
must be curious, or eager to learn, and we must be 
intellectual.  A curious person has a desire to wrap their 
heads around the things of the world and an intellectual 
person is extremely rational and relies on understanding 
of matters, rather than relying on pure emotions or 
feelings.  In today’s readings, or I could easily say, 
today’s world, these are traits that we all need to 
develop to understand what God has planned for us, but 
if misused, these are the traits that the Devil wants us to 
not fully comprehend so that he can corrupt us.    
 
You may ask, how do I teach my students to acquire 
these skills?  We regularly review how to identify bias, 
we encourage students to explore intent, and we 
challenge students to seek understanding of both sides.  
Please do not misquote me, understanding is not 
agreeing with, it is the skill of having insight into a 
person’s or group’s point of view.  There is an important 
distinction here.  To grasp the meaning, we must 
understand why that person or group thinks in the 
manner they do in order to understand their actions or 
behaviors.   So enough with the academic talk, let’s get 
on with the homily.  This isn’t school, or is it? 
 
Today’s Gospel from Luke requires us to approach the 
reading with a solid understanding of the sources.  This 
was not a reading in which you can zone out on and 
walk away with its intent.  This is a reading which 
challenges us and calls on our ability to identify truth 
and understand the origin of mistruths.  One might say 
the difference between a source being real and the 
source being fake, like fake news.   
 
Fake news.  We have heard a lot about it in the past five 
years.  It is a term that has been bantered around and 
used as a political rallying cry, but the term is not new 
and it was not invented six years ago.  The concept has 
been around for millenniums.  One of the earliest known 
uses in human history dates back to the 13th century BC 
when Rameses the Great spread lies and propaganda 
about the Battle of Kadesh where Rameses depicted 
himself crushing his foes during all of the battles on the 
walls of all of his temples.  Fake news.  The battle was a 
stalemate.  Also, during the first century BC, Octavian 
ran a smear campaign of misinformation against his rival 
Mark Antony and spread vicious lies about his drinking, 
carousing, and being a puppet of the Egyptian queen 
Cleopatra VII.  Fake news.  And from today’s reading 
Psalm 91 verses 11 through 12, which was embedded in 

the Gospel, “He will command his angels concerning you, to 
guard you, and: With their hands they will support you, lest you 
dash your foot against a stone.”  Fake news.  Did I just call 
the scriptures fake?  Yes, I did.  How can Psalm 91 be 
fake?  To be honest it is not, but the Devil, who used it, 
misappropriated it to pass it off as a test and thus 
earning the title of fake news to those who hear it as 
such.   
 
To more fully understand, let’s go back to the reading.  
Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, … returned from the 
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty 
days, to be tempted by the devil.  He was in the 
wilderness for two of the temptations and then in 
Jerusalem for the final one.  These temptations were 
aimed at the heart of Jesus’ identity.  The Devil twice 
questioned Jesus as being the Son of God by saying, “…if 
you are the Son of God…” and further challenging Jesus 
to prove this identity with miraculous displays of 
turning stone into bread and an angelic rescue from 
death.  The Devil tempted Jesus to display his identity in 
self-serving ways that would undermine Him as the Son 
who relies on the good gifts of the Father. For families of 
the ancient world, an adult son was often understood as 
the father’s representative and the father and the son 
would work together to accomplish the family goals. 
The son’s identity, honor, and status was rooted in his 
family’s honor and status. Jesus did not need to gain 
these things by giving in to the Devil’s temptations. But 
we must not forget that within these temptations is the 
use of scripture by the Devil.  The Devil uses the above 
referenced Psalm 91, and thus, fake news.   
 
But it is actual scripture, how is that fake?  In the 
classroom, I teach my students several steps that they 
must take to get to the heart of every issue.  There are 
many events that are misrepresented and unfortunately 
this also applies to scripture.  Many have 
misappropriated the Word of God for their own benefit 
and that is horribly dangerous.  In the pre-Civil War 
South, slave owners misinterpreted scripture by 
claiming slavery was justified in the Bible.  Fake news.  
The slavery that the Bible references is that of debt and 
being a prisoner of war.  Far from the institution of 
slavery in the South.    Also in the Bible, you can find the 
passage, “…There is no God” mentioned around a dozen 
times.  I have been challenged by people stating this. 
This is quite an easy one to reject, because the context is 
left out. If you were to read those verses you would find 
them saying, "there is no god like *our* God", or, "the 
fool says in his heart, 'there is no god'." Can you see the 
importance of context?  The actual meaning is radically 
different and has not only the exact opposite meaning, it 
means something completely different than a debate 
between theism and atheism. 
 
So how do we see the truth? Here are some steps.  Let’s 



use today’s Gospel as an example.  First, consider the 
source.  The source is the Bible, so it is legitimate and 
quite valid.  Second, check who the author is.  Psalm 91 
was regarded as being written by Moses in the Jewish 
tradition or King David from the early Bible.  This is 
again looking pretty legitimate.  Third, who is 
presenting the information?  This is where your 
curiosity and intellect must shine.  It is the Devil.  Go no 
further.  He is evil and looking to gain your trust.  If you 
look at the Devil’s use of Psalms based on the first two 
criteria, then you might give him credence, but the 
curious person would delve deeper and see that the 
Devil is misusing the scriptures for his own good.  He is 
taking Holy Scripture and trying to convert God’s Son 
and if the Devil is trying to convert Jesus, he is most 
definitely trying to convert our souls.   
 
If you doubt that, just think of how the Devil has acted 
in our lives.  What have we done against the desires of 
God and acted on the Devil’s behalf by believing his false 
promises?  These 40 days we are embarking on, the 
Lenten season, should direct us to focus on the lesson 
from today and truly embark on a journey getting to 
know God and turning away from the fake news of the 
Devil.  I often hear people ask, what are you giving up for 
Lent?  Don’t think of it as that, think of it as what are 
you doing to gain favor in God’s eyes.  A perfect place to 
start is with fake news.  Are we hearing the scriptures 
correctly and thus living the commands correctly?  Are 
we listening to the original authors of the Scriptures, or 
are we listening to the great plagiarizer, the Devil 
himself?   Both Jesus and the devil quote Scripture in 
Luke.  It is not enough to know Scripture. The devil 
knows Scripture.  Scripture must be read rightly in light 
of God’s nature and the life envisioned for God’s people. 
Such a life is rooted in God’s narrative of deliverance and 
a response of faithful obedience to God rather than in 
self-reliance, which is the devil’s story. 
 
A one last bit of advice for determining what is right and 
what is wrong, look to the experts.  If you are confused, 
go to people who know the truth.  In the St. Michael 
community, we are filled with people and resources who 
know.  Use them.  There is the actual Bible, which we all 
have, Father Mike, the deacons, Debbie our religious 
education director, Nicole our youth ministry director, 
Betty our evangelization director, our catechists, our 
neighbors in the pews who have followed our faith for 
years, trusted resources that are proven to be true to our 
faith, and don’t forget the support from our diocese, 
specifically found in educational programs found within 
our parish and from trusted places like St. Paul Inside 
the Walls, the nation’s first Catholic center for 
evangelization found within our own diocese in 
Madison, New Jersey.  Their staff and offering are a great 
place to turn to.  Anyone of these sources will help you.  
We also have wonderful programs offered throughout 

the year as well within our parish.  Bible studies, 
presentations, retreats, parish website resources, and 
community gatherings.  All of these can help you get the 
real news, or shall I say, the Good News.  
 
We must always seek the truth.  As a catechist for a new 
program our parish has started to teach the students 
who have fallen through the gaps, I just taught a lesson 
on how religious education is not something for just the 
youth.  Think back to when was the last time you were 
formally taught God’s Word.  The longer you are 
separated from His Word, the easier it will be for the 
fake news to infiltrate our senses.  We have heard many 
times that the Devil is tricky.  Yes he is, but as Father 
Nick, our former pastor once told me, so is God.  God 
will never be outsmarted by the Devil for he knows all of 
his tricks, but sadly, we are constantly tricked by the 
Devil with his constant attempts to mingle in our lives.  
I have an idea that just might help.  If you are still 
looking for something to give up this Lent, how about 
this, give up listening to the Devil and his temptations.  
It will be hard, but if you struggle, just listen to The 
Teacher, Jesus.  He will guide you, but be careful, make 
sure that it is actually Jesus and not one of the many 
false teachers that are all too often inviting us to a life of 
self.  Study hard for we know not the test day, but fear 
not, God has not left us alone.  He is here and He has 
given us the biggest cheat sheets, the Bible and His love. 
If you are still struggling, here is one more hint, come to 
the Chapel next week for adoration and ask the Teacher 
yourself.  He is present in the Chapel and He will give 
you the right answer, that my friends is definitely not 
fake news. 

 

 

From Deacon Rich 
Gospel of Luke 4:1-13 

First Sunday of Lent                        March 6, 2022 
  

- If I was to ask you what you think my favorite 
liturgical day or season is, what would you say?... 
- It would only be fair to ask if you know me for a 
while, otherwise I think it's just a guess… 
- I think most people who know me would 
probably say Christmas and I might tend to agree… 
- First and most important reason is because 
Christmas eve is my birthday! Kidding, but it is… 
- My birthday is part of the reason but that just 
makes it better. Jesus’ birth is the reason… 
- And how we celebrated it when I was young. 
Going to my Baba’s house in Treskow, PA. 
- Seeing Baba, the quaint, simple town, the quiet 
street, her old house, the C-9 lights strung across 
the porch front gutter, the massive pine tree in the 
yard right next door…   



- When the wind blew through that pine tree it 
made the most calming and tranquil sound. 
- The cold and snow most years, walking in Baba’s 
house, immediately hit with the smell of food, the 
small Christmas tree on the corner table with the 
old glass balls hanging on it… 
- Then we would walk the cold, snowy, quiet street 
to mid-night Mass at the “Polish” church. 
- Entering the dimly lit church with soft, solemn 
traditional Christmas hymns being sung through a 
thick cloud of incense as I stare at Jesus in the 
breathtaking Creche… It was magnificent. 
- If you know me, you know this is one of my most 
closely held and cherished memories. 
- Or, you might have said that Easter is my favorite 
liturgical day or season, might be second fav… 
- With Easter though, my birthday is not on Holy 
Saturday so that is why it would be 2’nd fav… 
- We went to my Baba’s house on Easter too. We 
went to my Baba’s church on Easter though… 
- You want to talk magnificent and breath taking… 
It is a Byzantine Catholic Church… 
- High center dome with a mosaic of God looking 
down on you, surrounded by smaller domes. 
- Incense, chanting, the iconostasis with all the 
icons, the vestments, the communion rail… 
- Those churches couldn’t hold a candle to how Fr. 
Mike has our church decorated at Christmas and 
Easter. 
- Unfortunately, as with most things in our long 
past, all of what I described to you, is gone… 
- It is all gone. My Baba is gone, the house is gone, 
the woods across from her house are gone, the pine 
tree, the “Polish” church, not a church anymore…  It 
is all gone. 
- Her Church isn’t gone but I haven’t been there 
since my Baba’s funeral. So gone for me.... 
- All of this is very sad for me. I can never go there 
and be in those places again. It is all gone. 
- Here is the thing though, there is one thing that is 
definitely not gone. It will never be gone! 
- It is exactly as it was back then… It is still here, 
and it will always be here, He is still here… 
- It is Jesus and His love for me. That is exactly the 
same! He is not gone! Jesus is never gone!! 
- If I desire Jesus and to be a strong and courageous 
Catholic who loves Him above all things… 
- If I strive to pray always as scripture tells us, if I 
seek to get ever closer to Jesus, all the time. 
- If I endeavor to be with Jesus in heaven for all 
eternity, then I have to remember one thing… 
- He meets me where I am but, desires to always 

bring me closer to Him!”  
- He will never leave us where we are! God is not 
dead; he is surely alive! He is our everything! 
- He is alive, I am alive… Therefore I am alive and 
growing… Growing stronger and closer to Him. 
- So it makes sense that Christmas and Easter are 
not my favorite anymore because I am growing. 
- This is why Lent is now my most favorite day or in 
this case, liturgical season. Lent is it! 
- And we are in that season of Lent right now.  It is 
exciting, a bit scary and sometimes sad… 
- But, it is a time to repent and ground ourselves in 
God to grow stronger and closer to Him… 
- It is a time to grow stronger in our Faith, grow 
stronger and know in our bones no matter how we 
feel, no matter what we think, that God meets us 
where we are but desires us to be closer to Him 
- To get closer through the sacraments and His 
Church, so that we can fulfill our ultimate goal!!  
- To be with Jesus in heaven, FOREVER! 
- To be in the eternal embrace of Jesus, No more 
worries, no more pain, no more suffering… 
- Just Jesus with all the saints and angels in 
paradise, FOREVER! 
- Happy Lent. 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation for Levels  K-7 

• Parents please access the website, Faith Formation 

page, Family Sessions from drop down menu for 

important Lent information! 

• FAMILY PRAYER CHALLENGE: all families are 

asked to learn the Acts of Faith, Hope and Love 

together this Lent. Schedule was sent home on 3/6 

with the children and is available on the website 

under the Family Session tab on the drop-down menu 

of the Faith Formation page. 

 

Middle School Confirmation: Class and Mass today 

and 3/20, regular time.   

• Sponsor candidate meeting 3/27, 3 pm with sponsor 

or parent stand in. This meeting is required for all 

candidates. (no morning class that day; go to any 

Mass) 

 

Confirmation II (sophomores): 

• Sponsor/candidate meeting 3/13, 3 pm with sponsor 

or parent stand in 

 

First Communion : 

First Eucharist Retreat (‘Jesus Day’) is 3/19, 10am-12:30 

pm in the church hall.  Parent session that day at 11:30 

to review details about First Communion Mass. 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Youth Ministry meetings are 

Mondays at 7pm. 
If you have any questions, please email me at 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
~Nicole 

 
 
 

Forty Cans for Lent 

Please help the Knights of Columbus in our 
annual Forty Cans for Lent project. We are 

collecting nonperishable food items for our parish 
food pantry. It is a great corporal work of mercy to 

perform during Lent. The idea is to donate one 
item for each of the forty days of Lent as part of 

your Lenten sacrifice. Donations can be placed by 
the St. Anthony statue in the back of the church. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 

 

40 Days for Life 
March 2 to April 10 

You can protect mothers and children by joining in this 
worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for  

an end to abortion. 
Vigil Location is outside 

196 Speedwell Ave., Morristown, NJ 
7am to 7pm daily 

Contact Frances M. Spilman 973-627-1654 or email 
44lifeus@gmail.com 

Learn more… get involved and sign up for prayer times 
by visiting our campaign at this web address: 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/ 
 
 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Fridays during Lent 

7pm in English and 8pm in Spanish 
 

Stations of the Cross and Soup Supper  
March 25th at 7pm ~ English & Spanish 

 
 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following items: 
rice, toilet tissue, peanut butter, jelly.  As always, 
we thank you for your generosity and support. 
 
 

Free Online Event 
Helping Others Encounter  

Jesus in the Eucharist 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 ~ 7:30-8:30pm 

Dr. James C. Pauley, Professor of Theology and 
Catechesis at Franciscan University 

For more information visit:  
www.insidethewalls.org/zoom 

 
 

Lenten Parish Mission 

We once again welcome Brother Thomas and the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal to lead our Parish 
in a Lenten Mission.  Over the course of three 
nights in the church (March 28th – 30 at 7:00 PM) 
there will be Adoration, Confession, Healing 
Service, Music and Pray.  Please join us for this 
special time of reflection and spiritual renewal. 

 

 

 
 
 
SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
Domingo  
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Phil 3:17—4:1 or  
3:20—4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 
Lunes 
Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38 
Martes 
Is 1:10, 16-20; Mt 23:1-12 
Miércoles 
Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28 
Jueves  
Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31 
Viernes  
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Sábado  
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
 

 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
http://www.insidethewalls.org/zoom


Year C 

Gospel Today 

Second Sunday of Lent | Luke 9:28b-36 

On the mountain, Simon‐Peter, James and John saw Jesus transform to a dazzling 
bright light, like the rays of the sun! 

< K  D’S > 
KORNER 

©2022 Bon Venture Services, LLC 

Let	our	eyes	be	
open	to	the	light		
of	God’s	power		
and	love	as	we:	

Upon seeing Jesus, 
Moses and Elijah, 
the apostles were 
filled with the light 
of faith. 

Find and write here the missing le ers 
(from A to Z) not found in the sun... 

m	
x	

c	y	

p	

j	

d	
z	

q	

a	
o	

u	
n	

s	

b	
w	

f	r	
e	

k	v	

Unscramble the le ers and fill in the blanks to complete 
the sentence below.  

God is my _____   _____   _____   _____   _____ and salvation! 



PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER

P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s

Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone OnPremises

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523
Christopher J. DePuyt, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4728

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

AND STAY POSITIVE!
STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish


