
The Church of Saint Michael 
September 4, 2022 

Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 

 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  May Lee, Special Intention, Lucy Pintos,  
Karlene Yaple, Joseph Conklin, Marysia Hancock,  
Bev Couter 
 
  

 

 

    
Weekly Memorial 

Altar Bread & Wine:  Fred Garlick 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday 
Wis 9:13-18b; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
Monday 
1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday 
1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday 
1 Cor 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday 
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Friday 
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday 
1 Cor 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49 
 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
Saturday, September 3, 2022   
10am Joseph Benvenuto, Frank Loretto 
5pm Alfred & Carmella Esposito, Theresa Arbolino 
  
Sunday, September 4, 2022  
7am Special Intention 
9:30am  Ronald E. Costanzo, Edward Flannery Jr. 
11:30am Edward Bixby, Louise Gauger 
1:30pm Special Intention 
  
Monday, September 5, 2022  Labor Day 
10am Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 
10am David Conklin 
 
Wednesday, September 7, 2022  
10am For All Sick Parishioners 
 
Thursday, September 8, 2022   
10am Frank Loretto 
 
Friday, September 9, 2022   
10am Special Intention 
 
Saturday, September 10, 2022   
10am Theresa Donnarumma, Eddie Bixby 
5pm Peggy Rea, Paula & Valerie Tardive 
  
Sunday, September 11, 2022  
7am For the Deceased of 9/11 
9:30am  Agnes White, Andrew Benson 
11:30am Anthony & Alphonse Peluso, Jacqueline Hurley 
1:30pm Special Intention 
  
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  
ST. MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH 
SINCE 1988. 
 

 

WeShare, July 31, 2022 ............................................ $1,702.50 
WeShare, August 7, 2022 ........................................ $2,247.50 $1,722.50 
WeShare, August 14, 2022 .......................................$1,722.50 
WeShare, August 21, 2022 ....................................... $1,937.50 
 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 .......................................... $7,871.00 
WeShare, August 28, 2022 ..................................... $1,960.50 
 
 

 
Our Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday, September 5th, Labor Day. 

 
 
 



From Fr. Mike 
 
As we prepare for the new Faith Formation year, I 
thought sharing some thoughts about Faith Formation 
for adults might be appropriate. For some of you, the 
last time you learned about the Catholic faith was given 
to you in the Baltimore Catechism. This particular 
catechism received its name because it was prepared 
and ordered by the Third Council of Baltimore. It was a 
list of questions and answers that the “good sisters” 
made you memorize, just in case someone stopped you 
on the street and asked you these important questions. 
But seriously, it gave many people a solid foundation of 
the facts about our faith so that when one got older, they 
could put these intellectual concepts into practice in 
their daily spiritual lives.  
During the early history of the Roman Catholic Church 
in the United States all of the dioceses were part of the 
ecclesiastical province under the Archbishop of 
Baltimore. Therefore, governance of the American 
church was carried out by provincial councils held in 
Baltimore. As the church grew and was divided into 
multiple provinces, it became necessary for a national 
(or plenary) council of the bishops of the United States 
to meet to foster common discipline. The fathers of the 
Seventh Provincial Council of Baltimore requested from 
the pope (Pope Leo XIII) to hold this plenary council. 
The petition was granted and the Holy Father appointed 
Archbishop Francis Kenrick of Baltimore as the 
Apostolic Delegate to call together and preside over this 
council. It was not until Pope John Paul II in 1992 that a 
new Catechism of the Catholic Church was published.  
One thing that is not well known about this publication, 
is that its initial intention was for bishops only. As 
teachers of the faith and pastors of the church, they have 
the first responsibility in catechesis. Through the 
bishops, the Catechism was then addressed to editors of 
catechisms, priests, catechists and all others who were 
responsible for catechesis. It was then decided that it 
would be useful for all the faithful to read it. While the 
Catechism is not intended for direct use by young 
people or children, Pope John Paul II said that the 
Catechism "is offered to all the faithful who want to 
understand better the inexhaustible riches of salvation."  
Let us examine briefly catechesis and evangelization. 
According to the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishop’s website, catechesis is defined as “The act of 
handing on the Word of God intended to inform the 
faith community and candidates for initiation into the 
Church about the teachings of Christ, transmitted by 
the Apostles to the Church. Catechesis also involves the 
lifelong effort of forming people into witnesses to Christ 
and opening their hearts to the spiritual transformation 
given by the Holy Spirit.”  
According to Wikipedia, evangelization is defined as: 
“The preaching of the gospel with the intention of 
exposing God's love to all mankind through Jesus 

Christ.” As many of you might not know “CCD” (which 
stood for Confraternity of Christian Doctrine), was an 
association which began in Rome in 1562 with the 
purpose of giving religious education. Its modern usage 
is a religious education program normally designed for 
children.  
Some years ago, we changed our CCD program to Faith 
Formation Program. The sole motive for this change was 
that catechesis should be understood as stated above “A 
lifelong effort of forming people into witnesses to 
Christ…” Therefore, rather than looking at this 
important aspect of our church as another school for 
children to attend, the emphasis is now placed on the 
formation of their person; body and soul. Its intent is 
also to underscore how Faith Formation is not 
something to be graduated from.  
It is not like our Jewish brothers and sisters who 
celebrate bar(t) mizvahs which are the celebrations of 
the transition to adulthood for both young boys and 
girls. For many, Confirmation is often linked to this 
Jewish rite of passage and when it is completed, many 
think they have graduated from being formed in their 
faith and do not have to continue learning and being 
formed. This is not the case. Our obligation and calling 
from the Lord is to constantly be formed and 
transformed in our faith (even including the priests, 
bishops and pope).  
This is why we have the small group Bible Studies and 
Faith sharing. It is not only another ministry in our 
church for the sake of adding numbers, but more 
importantly it is an opportunity for adults to continue 
to be educated and formed in our faith. R.C.I.A. is 
another example of how adults are called to grow in 
their faith. In this particular ministry, adults who have 
never been baptized Christian or have not completed 
their Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation) have an opportunity to 
journey with our R.C.I.A team for one year in order to 
celebrate these Sacraments with the rest of the church. 
This is why we often have Baptisms and Confirmations 
at the Easter Vigil, as this is the culmination of their 
journey throughout the year.  
So getting back to the original point of our former 
Baltimore Catechism and our current Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, while they were and are great 
resources of our faith, the best book that everyone 
should possess (and actually open) are the Sacred 
Scriptures. As many mature people know, reading the 
Bible was never something that Catholics were 
encouraged to do, unlike our Protestant brothers and 
sisters who seem to not only know the Books of the 
Bible, but were able to quote chapter and verse from 
many important passages. But we can never forget the 
ancient words of Saint Jerome, who was so instrumental 
in translating the Bible into Latin (called the Vulgate), 
who said: “Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”  
As our small groups begin to form again, it is an 



invitation for all to explore and continue their 
formation. It is another opportunity for our parish 
family to grow in the knowledge of God the Father’s 
plan for us, to learn about salvation history, to come to 
know and love our Lord Jesus Christ and to be formed in 
our rich Catholic faith. It is only then that we can begin 
to evangelize the rest of our community. 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation Registration for  

2022-23 

Is currently closed 
…so that we can prepare for the new year. 

Late registration date will be posted on the website: 

www.stmichaelnetcong.org/religious-education 

  

NOTE: IF we have not received your signed Faith 

Formation covenant your registration is NOT 

complete and your children CANNOT begin classes! 

If you do not have a printer at home, please take a 

blank Covenant document in the church vestibule on 

the table by the door, sign it and drop it off in the 

mailbox outside of the Office.   

 

Faith Formation sessions will begin on Sunday, Sept. 25. 

IF YOU ARE REGISTERED you will receive an email 

with details 

 

For those to be confirmed in October: (Middle School 

Confirmation group)—Retreat on 9/24 at Sacred Heart 

Center. Information will be emailed to you. 

 

For those to be confirmed in the spring: (NET group and 

Confirmation II group (Level 8)—we will have a parent 

and candidate meeting before classes begin.  You will 

receive an email with details. 

Questions? Contact us at 973-347-0032 ext. 2330 or 

2320 or by email. 

  

 
 

 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Ministry meetings will begin Monday, 
September 19th at 7:00pm in the  

Youth Ministry room. 
If you would like to join or if you have any questions, 

please email me at 
youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 

~Nicole 

 
FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry is in need of the following items:  
pasta, spaghetti, canned corn, canned fruit, canned 
soup.   As always, we thank you for your generosity and 
support.  
 
 
 
 

 
~No Confessions on Mondays during  

June, July or August. 
Monday Confessions begin again on  

September 12 
~Saturday Confessions continue  4-4:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Loyola Jesuit Center 

Men’s Weekend Retreat 
October 14-16 

Morristown, NJ 
Call for reservations 

973-539-0740 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saint Michael Church - 2022 Picnic 
 
Join us after 5pm Mass on September 17th for the 
annual Church BBQ. Come out and enjoy some 
great food and beverages with your fellow 
parishioners. Make new friends or catch up with 
old ones. We will have games and activities for the 
kids. Please bring a salad or a desert to share.  
Please contact the office so we have a count.   
See you the 17th! 

http://www.stmichaelnetcong.org/religious-education
mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org


SILVER AND GOLD WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY MASS 

Couples, were you married in 1972 or 1997? (Or, have 
you been married for 60+ years?)  The Diocese of 
Paterson invites you to celebrate your 25th, 

50th or 60+ wedding anniversary during a special 
Mass to be offered at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist in Paterson, NJ. Bishop Sweeney will serve 
as main celebrant on this joyful occasion to be held: 

Sunday, November 6th, 2022 at 3:00pm. 
Arrangements can be made by contacting the parish 

office. The deadline to submit your registration 
to your parish office isThursday, October 6th, 

2022. You will receive additional information from 
the Office of Family Life once your registration has 
been processed. Congratulations on this joyous occasion! 

 
 

40 Days for Life 
September 28 – November 6 

Help Save Lives! 
You can protect mothers and children by joining 

this worldwide mobilization to pray and fast for an 
end to abortion! 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/admin/manage-
local-campaign.aspx  

 
 

 
 
 
 

VIGESIMOTERCER DOMINGO EN TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO 
Domingo  
Wis 9:13-18b; Phlm 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33 
Lunes 
1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11 
Martes 
1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19 
Miércoles 
1 Cor 7:25-31; Lk 6:20-26 
Jueves  
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Viernes  
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42 
Sábado  
1 Cor 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49 
 
 

Vigésimo Tercer Domingo en Tiempo Ordinario 
4 de septiembre de 2022 
“Cualquiera que venga a mí y no me ame más que a su 
padre y a su madre, a su mujer y a sus hijos, a sus 
hermanos y hermanas, y hasta a su propia vida, no 
puede ser mi discípulo… ¿Quién de ustedes, si quiere 
edificar una torre, no se sienta primero a calcular los 
gastos, para ver si tiene con qué terminarla?... De la 
misma manera, cualquiera de ustedes que no renuncie 
a todo lo que posee, no puede ser mi discípulo.” 
Un reto sorprendente.  Un famoso mártir luterano, 
Bonhoeffer, escribió un revelador libro, “El Costo del 
Discipulado”.  El título mismo hace eco al reto que Jesús 
les dió a las multitudes que lo buscaban y seguían.  El 
evangelio le costó a Jesús Su vida, por nosotros. Al decir 
que somos discípulos, aprendemos a no odiar, sino a 
estar seguros de que nuestra relación con otros no 
interfiera o bloquee nuestra relación con Dios.  Nada 
debería entremeterse con el requerimiento básico. 
Podría resumir el primer mandamiento que Dios dió a 
Moisés y la primera parte del gran mandamiento de 
Jesús simplemente diciendo: ‘Dios es primero en mi 
vida.’  Las gentes que hablamos español usamos esta 
expresión continuamente:  ‘Primero Dios.’ 
¿Es así? 

 
 

VIGESIMOTERCER DOMINGO EN TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO 

Primera Lectura: Sabirudría 9:13-18b 
En esta lectura se reconoce que la gente ha tenido 
dificultad en entender los deseos de Dios. A veces es 
difícil entender las cosas que pasan en la tierra. Así que 
tratar de entender las coas del cielo resultaría imposible. 
Por eso Dios no mandó sabiduría y al Espíritu Santo para 
ayudarnos a entenderlo.   
Segunda lectura: Filemón 9-10, 12-17 
Pablo escribe a Filemón en relación a Onésimo, un 
esclavo que escapó y que se encontró con Pablo. Pablo 
deseaba que Onésimo pudiera quedarse con él, pero no 
quiso contradecir a Filemón. Pablo le pide a Filemón 
recibir a Onésimo como a un hermano, no como a un 
esclavo .  Termina diciendo: “Recíbelo como si se tratara 
de mí mismo”. 
Evangelio: San Lucas 14:25-33 
Jesús advirte que quien quiera seguirlo debe 
abandonarlo todo primero. Una persona calcula la 
cantidad de dinero que se necesita para terminar un 
proyecto antes de iniciarlo. De igual manera, Jesús 
advierte a esta gente a considerar exactamente lo que se 
require antes de que se comprometan a seguirlo. 
 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/admin/manage-local-campaign.aspx
https://www.40daysforlife.com/admin/manage-local-campaign.aspx

