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FIRST SUNDAY 

of Advent 

St. Michael 
Netcong, New Jersey 



  The Church of Saint Michael 
November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     

 

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  May Lee, Special Intention, Lucy Pintos,  
Karlene Yaple, Joseph Conklin, Marysia Hancock,  
Bev Couter, Kathy Conklin, Charlie Raffay, Dave 
Stonehouse 
  

 

 
Weekly Memorial 

Sanctuary Lamp:  
  All Deceased of Saint Michael Church 

 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday 
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
Monday 
Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday 
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 
Thursday 
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
First Friday 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 
First Saturday 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, November 26, 2022   
10am Tim Trapper 
5pm Josephine & Emilio Rea, Terry Castaldi 
  
Sunday, November 27, 2022  First Sunday of Advent 
7am Sam Rosa 
9:30am  Frank Loretto, Tim Trapper,  

Robert George Klink IV 
11:30am Special Intention 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
Monday, November 28, 2022  
10am Intention of Legal Protection of  

Unborn Children 
 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022   
10am John & Margit Bakonyi 
 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022    
10am John Savino 
 
Thursday, December 1, 2022 
10am Special Intention 

 
Friday, December 2, 2022   
10am Theresa Donnarumma 
 
Saturday, December 3, 2022   
10am Terry Castaldi 
5pm Pat Buckley, Peggy Rea 
  
Sunday, December 4, 2022  Second Sunday of Advent 
7am Richie DiRenzo 
9:30am Ronald E. Costanzo, Nicole Barbato-Connolly 
11:30am Raymond DeFalco, John DeLuca 
1:30pm Special Intention 
  
 

TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  ST. 
MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH SINCE 
1988. 
    
Sunday, October 30, 2022               $5,150.00  
WeShare                                                                       $1,730.50 
Sunday, November 6, 2022                 $6,103.00 
WeShare                              $2,300.00 
Repair & Renovation                              $2,128.00 
WeShare R & R                  $346.00 
Sunday, November 13, 2022                                     $7,182.00 
WeShare                $2,180.00 

 
 
 



From Fr. Mike 
 

For many people who are not familiar with the 
Liturgical Year there may be some confusion about what 
the Advent season really means and why we participate 
in it. Some may think that the Advent Season’s theme is 
expectation and serves as an anticipation of the birth of 
Christ (Christmas). While this may be true, it is only 
part of the story.  
 
The word “Advent” (the Latin word adventus, meaning 
“coming”) is a translation of the Greek word Parousia. 
During the Fourth and Fifth Centuries in Spain and 
Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the 
Baptism of new Christians at the Feast of the Epiphany 
(January) which celebrates God’s Incarnation 
represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus 
(Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John 
the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana 
(John 2:1).  
 
During this season of preparation, Christians would 
spend forty days in penance, prayer and fasting to 
prepare for this celebration. At first, there was little 
connection between Advent and Christmas. However, 
by the Sixth Century, Christians living in Rome had tied 
Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they 
had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger 
in Bethlehem, but His second coming in the clouds as 
the judge of the world at the end of time.  
 
It was not until the Middle Ages that the season of 
Advent was plainly linked to Christ’s first coming at 
Christmas. Today, the season of Advent lasts for four 
Sundays leading up to the celebration of Christmas. At 
that time, the new Christian year begins with the 
twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts 
from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on January 6th 
(Advent begins on the Sunday that falls between 
November 27th and December 3rd). Advent symbolizes 
the present situation of the Church in these “last days” 
(Acts :17, Hebrews 1:2), as God’s people wait for the 
return of Christ in glory. 
 
The Church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end 
of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and prayerfully 
hoping for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back 
to God’s generous past on their behalf in leading them 
out of Egypt in the Exodus and once again they called 
upon God to act for them.  
 
In the same way, the Church, during Advent, looks back 
upon Christ’s coming in celebration while at the same 
time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming 
of Christ’s kingdom when He returns for His people. It 
is in this theology, this way of thinking that the Advent 
hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is the perfect song 

to be sung because it represents the Church’s cry during 
the Advent Season: O come, O come, Emmanuel, And 
ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of 
Christ’s first coming, the Church now sings the song in 
commemoration of His birth (Christmas) and also in 
expectation of His Second Coming in the future. To 
balance the two elements of remembrance and 
anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent (through 
December 16th) look forward to Christ’s Second 
Coming and the last two Sundays (December 17th – 
24th) look backward to remember Christ’s First 
Coming.  
 
Over the course of the four weeks, Scripture Readings 
move from passages about Christ’s return in judgment, 
to Old Testament passages about the expectation of the 
coming Messiah, to New Testament passages about the 
announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist 
and the angels.  
 
We would do well to reflect on the present violence and 
evil in our world as we cry out to God to make things 
right; to “put death’s dark shadows to flight.” Our exile 
in the present makes us look forward to our future 
Exodus. And our own sinfulness and need for grace 
should lead us to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew 
within each of us, that true and perfect image of Christ. 

 
 
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 

It is difficult to put into words the feelings one 
experiences when you visit the Holy Land and walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus.   It was overwhelming to realize 
you are on the same paths, seeing the same mountains 
and duplicating Jesus’ experiences such as having water 
from the Jordan poured over your head, standing in the 
temple in Capernaum and being on the Sea of Galilee.  
 
My visit to the Holy Land helped me to connect Bible 
stories we have heard to the actual places where they 
took place. Bible readings really came alive. Knowing 
that Jesus walked from place to place and then seeing 
the difficult terrain for yourself, made me feel such love 
and awe for Jesus and His mission to spread the good 
news of salvation and ultimately die for our sins.  
Incredibly, he did it all in three years. 
 
Being able to share the Holy Land pilgrimage with other 
members of our church community enhanced the 
experience and deepened my faith.  There is something 
special about a shared experience that makes it more 



meaningful.  I was humbled and moved as I watched my 
fellow pilgrims kneel, pray, lay prostrate or shed tears at 
the most sacred sites of Christianity. Their love of God 
and Jesus was shining through them. They were an 
inspiration to me.  
 
I felt very close to Jesus during this pilgrimage. It was a 
sacred journey that helped renew and increase my faith.  
I feel so blessed that I was able to be a part of the Holy 
Land pilgrimage.  Many thanks to Father Mike for his 
spiritual leadership and determination to have us go on 
this pilgrimage in spite of a two year delay due to 
COVID.  
 
Valerie Nichols 

 

From Deacon Russ 
Homily on Luke 20:27-38 Tricks and Arguments 
                                 November 6, 2022 
Good morning!  Today’s Gospel has something for 
everyone here today.  To get things started, I’d like to do 
a quick game with you where you repeat everything I 
say. 
Ready?  (Ready?) 
Red (red), blue (blue), green (green), green (green), 
green (green), green (green). 
[say in a lively voice]: What’s the color of grass? (What’s 
the color of grass) 
Okay, that was the game! Thank you for playing and I 
need you to not repeat me anymore. 
I just tried to trick you.  Since you were supposed to 
repeat everything I said, you were supposed to say 
“What’s the color of grass.” Don’t feel bad, most people 
fall for it…even the adults.  But thankfully, in our Gospel, 
Jesus didn’t fall for the trick that was being played on 
Him and His answer greatly changes how we must live 
our lives. 
 
Luke’s Gospel should hit home for all of us, the young 
and the more experienced.  It deals with tricks and 
arguments, things we are familiar with. We hear of Jesus 
having an argument with the Sadducees. Jesus has been 
arguing since he was probably twelve years old when he 
stayed behind in the Temple to argue with the teachers. 
Today’s argument, like all the others, is an argument 
about the Torah, the Holy Book of the Jewish people. 
This argument, however, is different. For the first and 
only time (at least in the Gospel of Luke) Jesus argues 
with the Sadducees not in terms of what they have done, 
or what they believe, but in terms of what they deny. 
The Sadducees were a first century Jewish faction that 
wielded societal power, hated Jesus, and were the 
Jewish aristocrats of their day known for their wealth 
and corruption.  They rejected belief in angels, demons, 
heaven, hell, and resurrection. They believed that “souls 

die with the bodies.” The End.  This put them outside of 
the family of Israel.   
 
Let’s return to the trick I played on you earlier in the 
homily.  Was that fair or nice of me to try and trick you?  
I did what the Sadducees were doing to Jesus, they were 
trying to trick him with a question.  They were asking 
Him a question about what happens after we die.  This 
was the question they used to use in order to silence 
their resurrection believing opponents like the 
Pharisees.  Jesus doesn't hesitate when replying by 
saying that in this world things are much different than 
in the world to come.  
 
If Jesus gave any other answer, then the Sadducees 
would make fun of him and then tell other people that 
they should not listen to Jesus because he wrongly 
answered their question.  Remember, the Sadducees 
were the ones that many would blindly follow without 
knowing any better.  But Jesus knew they were up to no 
good and did not fall for their trick.  Along with  talking 
about what happens after we die, Jesus talked about 
how God is with us and loves us right now because God 
is the God of the living, not of the dead and that what is 
to come is unlike anything in this world. By answering 
the exaggerated story of the Sadducees, who did not 
believe in the resurrection, Jesus points out that the 
resurrected state is a new creation where we are sharing 
in the divine life of God. It is different from our present 
life but a continuation nonetheless of our personalities, 
as molded by the here and now. 
 
Every believer, everyone who truly believes will be 
reunited with other believers and not just with your 
immediate loved ones and for this we might need a new 
understanding of what 'loved one" means.  For this 
reason, Jesus’ answer in today’s Gospel is important 
because it helps us to remember that God cares for each 
of us very much right now and wants us to do the same.  
This is one of the reasons why we come to Mass and go 
to religious education, and pray. 
 
Returning to the second part of the homily that I 
mentioned at the start,  remember I said that today’s 
lesson would be about tricks and ______???? Arguments.  
So how can we get closer to living the life we need to to 
be with Jesus and all of the faithful?  Hopefully you do 
not have to argue with the Saduccees, but we each have 
our own arguments that we have to make to keep true 
to our faith.  Sometimes arguments serve a purpose, but 
often they can be avoided or ended much sooner if we 
would practice that wonderful virtue of humility.  
While not being part of today’s reading, there is a 
Gospel reading from John that I think we need to 
rehear.  In John 13:34, Jesus says “I am giving you a new 
commandment, that you love one another; just as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another. By this all 

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/resurrection/what-proof-is-there-of-the-resurrection-of-jesus.html


people will know that you are My disciples.” Love.  Love 
is always the answer and it is what God is telling us to 
do so we can fully enjoy what is promised to us, His 
faithful disciples.  
 
I have one more activity for all of us today.  In a moment 
I am going to ask you to take out your cell phones.  Yes 
you heard me correctly.  Do not do it yet.  I’m going to 
ask you to scroll through your contacts and look for that 
one or two or more contacts with whom you have either 
had a recent argument with or have not loved like Jesus 
wants us to.  If you do not have your phone with you or 
do not have a phone, scan through your head and try to 
pick out the one or two individuals whom you have had 
an argument or disagreement with.  While not being the 
same as Jesus arguing with the Sadducees, in many ways 
it is even more important for us to do as it might end an 
argument.  Please do not feel as if you have to contact 
those who have acted bad or abusive to you, you can 
pray for them, but instead come up with the names of 
those you haven’t talked to in a while for various 
reasons, some of which may or may not be your fault.  
Think of what Jesus would want you to say to them.  
Now take out your phone.  Open up your contacts, and 
start scrolling.  When you come to that one or name and 
you will know it, pause a moment and think about what 
Jesus would want you to say.  I’m not asking that you 
send that text now, but I am asking that you think 
about it.  Keep that one contact on your screen and take 
a few moments to think about what you want to say to 
this individual.  You technically have all life to do this, 
but also remember that the Gospel says, “Be on the 
alert…, for you do not know the day nor the hour.”   If 
you can think of no one, then why not send a message of 
encouragement and love.  That too would make Jesus 
happy. 
 
If this is outside of our comfort zone, perhaps there is 
another way we could demonstrate that we are not like 
those Sadducees when we are at school or work.  
Students, is there a student at school who eats alone and 
you could invite to your table or is there a person at 
school that never gets asked to be part of a group?  
Adults, is there a co-worker who needs a friendly person 
in a time of need or is there a neighbor who needs help?  
I think you get the point.  What can you do that would 
point you in the right direction for what God wishes for 
us, the resurrection. 
 
I leave you with one last thought to help us all achieve 
what God wants for us.  I was scrolling Youtube and 
stumbled on a video in which Pastor James McDonald 
dressed as a homeless man and sat outside of his church 
as his congregation entered the doors.  The video shows 
us how we need to both act and not act in order to 
achieve what the Saducees said we could not.  As the 
video plays, many people pass Pastor James by, but 

many more stop next to him and give him monetary or 
food donations but even more important, many ask him 
to join them in worship.  As the video continues, the 
homeless man, A.K.A. Pastor James makes his way into 
the church and rolls his shopping cart of street 
possessions down the center aisle and takes center 
stage.  He begins to take off his homeless garb and 
reveals who he really is. He begins to say, “I did this to 
see how we are doing as Christians, when it is the 
hardest to love.”  Pastor James says, “...right now, our 
Father in Heaven is giving His Graces to those who it is 
the hardest for us to love, and regardless of who these 
people are, we must love them.”  So we must ask 
ourselves, will we be a follower of Jesus and do what He 
commands to receive what he argues for or will we 
choose to be like those Sadducees and turn away from 
Jesus? 
 
Let us never forget that He gives His Grace to everyone 
in the hopes that we should all join Him in the 
resurrection.  So my friends, that is the good news for 
today – let us pray.  This is a repeat-after-me prayer. 
Dear God, Dear God, 
 
Thank you for being the God of the living…Thank you 
for being the God of the living… 
…for loving us,……for loving us,… 
…and for being with us……and for being with us… 
…right here and right now.…right here and right now… 
…and in the world to come… and in the world to come 
Thank you and Amen 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qftpoMfe08 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Calendar Reminders: 

No classes this week. Families may attend any 

weekend Mass. 

 

Family Session: 12/4 for Levels K-6. Attend 9:30 

mass and stay in church for brief presentation 

followed by coffee Sunday refreshments in the 

Church Hall. Donations of small finger food items 

and /or a free will offering to help with the cost of 

the breakfast are greatly appreciated. (Offering box 

is located by the kitchen.) 

 

12/4 Confirmation II session starts promptly at 

10:15 am in the school. Arrive 5 min. early as the 

door will be closed for safety. 

 

NET group: next session  meets 12/4 at 9:30 am in 

the Youth Room. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qftpoMfe08


Confirmation II and NET Confirmation candidates:  

Saint report is due in the Faith Formation office by 

Nov. 30. Signed Mass sheets are due on Nov. 30. 

 

First Reconciliation Retreat:  

For children in Level 2, OSPRE I and OSPRE II 

preparing for First Reconciliation  

• Sat., Dec.3, 10:30 am-12:30 pm. An adult 

should accompany each child/family 

 

 

 

 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Ministry meetings are on Mondays 
at 7:00pm in the Youth Ministry room. 

No YM mtg. November 21st. 
If you would like to join or if you have any questions, 

please email me at 
youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 

~Nicole 

 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
The Food Pantry is in need of the following items:  
canned soups, canned vegetables, mac and cheese, and 
toiletries such as toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc.  
Any and all non-perishable food items are greatly 
appreciated.  As always, we thank you for generosity 
and support. 
 
 
 

 

2022 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“One Body In Christ” 

As we plan to come together to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
let’s count our blessings and remember those who may 
be in difficult circumstances. Every year, tens of 
thousands of people in great need in our Diocese seek 
out the services of our Catholic Charities and, with the 
help of the Diocesan Ministries Appeal, they find an 
open door and a faith-filled welcome. Your gift to the 
Appeal helps make such response possible. Please 
participate in the Diocesan Ministries Appeal if you 
have not yet done so. For your convenience, you can 
make an online gift or pledge at www.2022appeal.org.   

 

 

PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 
 
Domingo  
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
 
Lunes 
Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11 
 
Martes 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
 
Miércoles 
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 
 
Jueves  
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 
Primer Viernes  
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 
 
Primer Sábado  
 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 
 
Primera Lectura: Isaías 2:1-5 
Las palabras de Isaías instan a la gente a abandonar la 
guerra y a vivir en paz para siempre.  El tono alcanza el 
clímax con las palabras:  “Ningún pueblo volverá  a 
tomar las armas contra otro ni a recibir instrucción para 
la guerra.” 
 
Segunda Lectura: Romanos 13:11-14 
San Pablo nos invita a dejar todo lo malvado y el pecado 
y a prepararnos para la venida de Cristo. 
 
Evangelio: San Mateo: 24:37-44 
Se hace una comparación entre la destrucción causada 
por el diluvio en tiempos de Noé y la necesidad de estar 
preparados para la segunda venida de Cristo. 
“Manténganse ustedes despiertos, porque no saben a 
qué hora va a venir su Señor.” 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org
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Gospel Today 
First Sunday of Advent / Matthew 24:37-44  
Jesus wants us to lead good lives and help others, so we are ready when He comes 
again. 

< K  D’S > 
KORNER 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

KEEP WATCH 

Year A 

“THEREFORE KEEP WATCH, BECAUSE YOU DO NOT KNOW ON 
 

WHAT DAY YOUR _____  _____  _____  _____ WILL COME.” 

Find and write the missing le ers 
(from A to Z) not found in the heart. 

Unscramble the le ers and fill in the blanks 
to complete the sentence below.  
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Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s
Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone On
Premises

PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

222 RIDGEDALE AVE., CEDAR KNOLLS • 315 BROAD ST., BLOOMFIELD

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

 Personal Injury • Workers’ Compensation • Social Security DisabilityCertified By tHe SupreMe 
Court of new JerSey aS

a workerS CoMpenSation 
law attorney lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

MARGARET ROSS

Cell 973.713.0570 • Office 973.601.1212
Peggi.Ross@yahoo.com
Your Local Expert

HOUSE 
VALUES


