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O come let us adore Him 



        The Church of Saint Michael 
December 25, 2022 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Please remember in your prayers those who have 
died. 

 
Please remember in your prayers the sick of our 
parish:  May Lee, Special Intention, Lucy Pintos,  
Karlene Yaple, Joseph Conklin, Marysia Hancock,  
Bev Couter, Kathy Conklin, Charlie Raffay, Dave 
Stonehouse, Beth Couter 
  

 

 
Weekly Memorial 

Sanctuary Lamp:  Grace, Albert & Ronald Costanzo 
Altar Bread & Wine:  Marie & Martin C. Koert Sr. 

 
 
 
 

Readings for the week 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Sunday 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 
1:1-5, 9-14  
Monday 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Friday 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday 
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 

 Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 
Saturday, December 24, 2022   
10am Grace & Fred Grogan & Deceased  

Family Members 
Christmas Eve 
3pm For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
5pm For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
10pm For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
  
Sunday, December 25, 2022 Christmas Day 
7am For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
9:30am For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
11:30am For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
1:30pm For All People of the Parish~Living & Deceased 
 
Monday, December 26, 2022  
10am Ronald E. Costanzo 
 
Tuesday, December 27, 2022   
10am John Bauer, Carol Fenton 
 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022    
10am George Ellis 
 
Thursday, December 29, 2022   
10am     Terry Castaldi 
  
Friday, December 30, 2022   
10am Dolores Murtha 
 
Saturday, December 31, 2022   
10am John Gregory Mensch 
Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
5pm Terry Castaldi, Francine Ross 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2022 Solemnity of Mary,  
Holy Mother of God 
7am Josephine & Emelio Rea 
9:30am Timothy Trapper, Walter Falleni 
11:30am Lillian Bruno, Jamie Liamero 
1:30pm Special Intention 
 
 
  
TITHING – GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING  ST. 
MICHAEL’S HAS BEEN A TITHING PARISH SINCE 
1988. 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 not available  
WeShare   not available 
 
 
 

The parich office will be closed on 
Monday, December 26th. 



From Fr. Mike 
 

A “Dear Santa” letter from a busy Mom: 

Dear Santa: I've been a good mom all year. I've fed, 
cleaned, and cuddled my two children on demand, 
visited the pediatrician’s office more than my own 
doctor, and I’ve sold 62 cases of candy bars to raise 
money to plant a shade tree on the school playground. I 
was hoping you could spread my list out over several 
Christmases since I had to write this letter with my 
son's red crayon on the back of a receipt in the laundry 
room between cycles, and who knows when I'll find any 
more free time in the next 18 years.  

Here are my Christmas wishes: I'd like a pair of legs that 
don't ache after a day of chasing kids (in any color, 
except purple, which I already have) and arms that don't 
flap in the breeze but are strong enough to carry a 
screaming toddler out of the candy aisle in the grocery 
store.  

If you're hauling big ticket items this year, I'd like a car 
with fingerprint resistant windows and a radio that only 
plays adult music; also a television that doesn't 
broadcast any programs containing talking animals.  

On the practical side, I could use a talking daughter doll 
that says, "Yes, Mommy" to boost my parental 
confidence, along with two kids who don't fight and 
three pairs of jeans that will zip all the way up without 
the use of power tools.  

I could also use a recording of Franciscan monks 
chanting, "Don't eat in the living room" and "Take your 
hands off your brother” because my voice seems to be 
just out of my children's hearing range and can only be 
heard by the dog.  

If it's too late to find any of these, I'd settle for enough 
time to brush my teeth and comb my hair in the same 
morning, or the luxury of eating food warmer than room 
temperature without it being from McDonald’s.  

If you don't mind, I could also use a few Christmas 
miracles to brighten the holiday season. Would it be too 
much trouble to declare ketchup a vegetable? It will 
clear my conscience immensely. It would be helpful if 
you could coerce my children to help around the house 
without demanding payment as if they were the bosses 
of an organized crime family. 

I think we all know where this mother is coming from in 
the midst of a hectic season. Perhaps we can take some 
time to set aside our anxieties and focus on the 

Christmas scene to discover God dwelling among us 
granting us hope, refreshment and joy. 

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord this coming 
weekend, let us take a few moments and give Him 
thanks for the many gifts that He has shared with us and 
the ability to share those gifts with others. For it is only 
when God becomes flesh, both in word and deed that 
our faith comes alive and allows others to join us on our 
journey of faith.  

So, as we celebrate the birth of Christ this Christmas, let 
joy be born in our hearts not just this Christmas day, but 
the whole year; not just the whole year, but our whole 
lives. Let us inspire this world, that can seem so lost in 
darkness, with the light of Christ in the light of our joy. 
Let us welcome family and friends. Let us welcome 
strangers and travelers in our midst who may join with 
us to celebrate the Eucharist. Make room in the pews; 
greet them with a welcoming smile and gracious 
hospitality those like Mary and Joseph, who are seeking 
room in the inn. Let us not send them away to be born in 
a manger like the baby Jesus. 

If you are returning to Church today from a long 
absence, or even a short one, let the joy of this 
celebration fill you. Let the light of Christ into your lives 
and into your hearts that your hearts may grow “three 
sizes” this day and return to the joy of celebrating the 
Eucharist today and every week of the year. 

I would like to take a few moments of your time to 
thank all of you who have made this past year the 
wonderful and grace-filled time it has been. There have 
been so many positive things happening in our church; 
we installed four new stained glass windows, we have 
started the renovation of the gym, we have welcomed 
many more families to our church through baptism, 
moving into our community or choosing to worship 
with us here at Saint Michael Church.  

I cannot tell you how truly enamored I am by the 
generosity of so many people who have come forward 
when we began new ministries, needed repairs, helped 
those in need and bought Christmas presents and food 
for those less fortunate than we.  

Please know that those who have lost loved ones this 
past year will be remembered at all my Christmas 
Masses. I will also remember those I have baptized, 
heard your confession, shared with you First Holy 
Communion, Confirmed you, forgave your sins, married, 
or buried those whom you love; especially for the 
faithful parishioners we have buried this past year:   



Chet Togno, Marie Grace Koert, Sheila Kelly, Milane 
Young, Charlie Carney, Janice Airel, Timothy Trapper, 
Theresa Castaldi, Frances Ross, Grace Milone and John 
Savino. 

My thanks to all of you who have been faithful 
parishioners, for all you do even through the tough 
times. It is with humble joy that I give thanks for the 
honor of serving as your Pastor. Thank you for all your 
support and prayers.  

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. For today in the City of David a 
Savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will 
be a sign for you: You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude 
of the heavenly host with the angel praising God and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” (Lk2:10-14) 

May God bless you this Christmas, may all darkness in 
your lives be removed by the light of Christ. May your 
hearts be filled with the Joy of Christ’s birth. Amen. 

 

 

Christmas Manger Prayer 

O God, whose mighty Son was born in 
Bethlehem those days long ago, lead us to that 
same poor place, where Mary laid her tiny 
Child. And as we look on in wonder and 
praise, make us welcome him in all new life, 
see him in the poor, and care for his handiwork 
the earth, the sky and the sea. O God, bless us 
again in your great love. We pray for this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

  
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Ministry meetings are on Mondays 
at 7:00pm in the Youth Ministry room. 
No Youth Ministry on December 26th 

If you would like to join or if you have any questions, 
please email me at 

youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org 
~Nicole 

Merry Christmas! 

 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 
Calendar Reminders 

 

Levels 1-6 and Confirmation I, II and NET 

• class this week, 12/18 

• NO SESSIONS 12/25 and 1/1 

• Sessions resume 1/8 with 9:30 mass and class for 

Level 1-Confirmation I (no Family Session in Jan.); 

10:15 am for Confirmation II followed by 11:30 am 

Mass.  

• NET resumes 1/15/23.   

 

Christmas is a Holy Day of Obligation. We are obligated 

to participate in Mass on either Dec. 24 (Mass times: 

3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 10 pm) or Dec. 25 (7, 9:30, 11:30 am 

or 1:30 pm in Spanish). 

 Please remember we must also participate in Mass on 

Sunday, Jan. 1 (regular Sunday mass times). 

• Confirmation Candidates (I, II and NET) make 

sure you bring your mass sheet to be signed . 

 

Confirmation SERVICE forms 

NET and Confirmation II: forms for Nov. are overdue; 

forms for December are due 12/31. 

Confirmation I: form for first quarter Oct, Nov and Dec. 

service due 12/31 

 

Confirmation Mass sheets: signed sheets are due at the 

end of every month!   

Confirmation II and NET: Sponsor Paperwork due 

1/10/23.   Please hand in blue info form AND signed 

Sponsor form TOGETHER).  

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:youth.ministry@stmichaelnetcong.org


 
 

 
 

The Legend of the Candy Cane  

Look at the candy cane. 

What do you see? 

Stripes that are red like the blood shed for me. 

White is for my Savior who’s sinless and pure. 

“J” is for Jesus, my Lord, that’s for sure! 

Turn it around and a staff you will see. 

Jesus, my shepherd, 

Was born for me! 

 

 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 

December 11, 2022 

 
 
 
 

 
LA NATIVIDAD DEL SEÑOR (Navidad) 
Domingo  
Vigilia: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; 
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Noche: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Amanecer: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Día: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 
1:1-5, 9-14  
Lunes 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Martes 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Miércoles 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Jueves  
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Viernes  
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Sábado  
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 

 
La Natividad del Señor (Navidad) 
25 de diciembre de 2022 
“Amados hermanos, cuando se manifestó la bondad 
de Dios, nuestro Salvador, y su amor a los hombres, 
no fue por las obras de justicia que habíamos 
realizado, sino solamente por su misericordia, él nos 
salvo…” 
Este fue el mensaje de San Pablo a Tito. 
En el júbilo de la estación, cuando recordamos el evento 
más significativo de la historia humana, puede que 
tendamos a olvidar que el Padre envió a Jesús a salvarnos 
y a darnos una nueva vida en El.  Ojalá nos detengamos 
un momento, no para visitar la escena de Belén, sino para 
considerar cuál era nuestra necesidad, la respuesta 
amorosa del Padre, y nuestra necesidad hoy por Su 
gracia salvadora. 
Estábamos separados de Dios, pero en este momento El 
se inclinó desde el Cielo, y nos envió a Jesús como 
nuestro Salvador.  Hoy estamos invitados a responder al 
don del Padre en gratitud y aceptación del regalo de 
Navidad más grande que nunca.  Llévele el significado de 
este día a alguien más. 
 
 



 
LA NATIVIDAD DEL SEÑOR (Navidad) 

 
Primera Lectura: Isaias 52:7-10 
Isaías se regocija de que Dios traiga a su pueblo exilado 
de regreso a Jerusalén. El llama a su pueblo a alegrarse 
porque Dios restaurará Jerusalén. 
 
Segunda Lectura: Hebreos 1:1-6 
San Pablo explica a los hebreos de que a pesar de que 
Dios ha hablado por medio de los profetas, la gente no 
siempre puede comprender el mensaje.  Ahora Dios nos 
ha hablado enviando a Jesús, su hijo, quien es un reflejo 
de la Gloria de Dios y perdona nuestros pecados. 
 
Evangelio: San Juan 1:1-18 
San Juan describe cómo La Palabra vino al mundo en la 
forma de Jesús. Todos aquellos quienes aceptan a Jesús 
se convierten en hijos de Dios al compartir el amor de 
Jesús.  Nadia ha visto a Dios, pero a través de Jesús, Dios 
se nos ha revelado. 

 

 
 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
December 25, 2022 
 
“Beloved:  When the kindness and generous love 
of God our savior appeared, not because of any 
righteous deeds we had done but because of his 
mercy, He saved us…”   
 
This was the message of St. Paul to Titus. 
 
In the joy of this season, as we recall the most 
significant event in human history, we might tend 
to forget, that the Father sent Jesus to save us and 
give us new life in Him. May we pause for a 
moment, not to visit the scene of Bethlehem, but 
consider what was our need and the Father’s loving 
response, and our need today for His saving grace. 
 
We were separated from God, but at this moment 
He bent down from heaven, sending us Jesus as our 
Savior. Today we are invited to respond to the 
Father’s gift in gratitude and accept the greatest 
Christmas  gift ever. Bring the meaning of this day 
to someone else. 

 
 
 
 

The Greatest Gift 
 

T'was the night before Christmas, 
God glanced over the earth. 

He looked to and fro, 
All over it's girth. 

They missed it again He said with a sigh, 
A heavy heart and a tear in his eye. 

I gave them my son, 
So they could be free. 

My greatest gift,  
To them from me. 
They traded me in,  
For a man in red. 

A little tree, 
And horse drawn sled. 
How do I save them, 
And make them see. 
My love is complete, 

My grace is free. 
How do I help them, 
When all they know. 
Is a talking snowman, 
And a box with a bow. 

Maybe next year, they will stop and see. 
The greatest gift of Christmas, 

Is the little child from me!  



©2022 Bon Venture Services, LLC 

Gospel Today 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) / John 1:1-18  

John describes how the Word came  into the world  in the form of Jesus. 
All those who accept  Jesus become children of God by sharing  in  Jesus’ 
love. No one has seen God, but through Jesus, God was revealed to us. 
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Year A 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

THE TRUE LIGHT 

He himself was not the __ __ __ __ __ ;   
 
   he came only as a witness  
                        
                    to the __ __ __ __ __ .  

─ J O H N   1 : 8  

Find and write the missing letters  
(from A to Z) not found within the lights. 

Unscramble the letters and fill in the blanks to complete 
the sentence below (the same word is used twice).  

an
sw

er = ligh
t (2

x) 

A 
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K 
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Budd Lake
DINER

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
P: 973-691-9100  F: 973-691-9137

Voted Best 24 Hour Diner in Morris County

~ Take-OuT available ~

Try Rita’s
Famous

Cheesecake

All CookingDone On
Premises

PLUMBING 
PROBLEMS?

Call...

Drains · Faucets · Toilets · Water Heaters · Your Plumbing 

$25 OFF
Your Next Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of service. Applies only to work performed. 

No cash value. Not to be combined with any other offer.

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973-398-0875
NJ License #10597 - All work is guaranteed!

thepoliteplumber.com

“A GreAt DentAl experience ...
With a Gentle touch!”

22 Howard Blvd., Suite 104 Mount arlington, nJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
Cleanings · Digital X-Rays · CosmetiC Fillings · PoRCelain laminates · CRowns & BRiDges
Root Canals · imPlant RestoRations · Full & PaRtial DentuRes · PeRioDontal gum CaRe 

glo whitening · new “Cutting-eDge” Digital imPRessions

www.MtArlinGtonFAMilyDentistry.coM

eMAnuel cAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322
info@mtarlingtonfamilydentistry.com

®

Kenneth B. Beckman D.M.D.
FAMILY, COSMETIC AND PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY

(973) 347-0080
78 MAIN STREET • NETCONG, NEW JERSEY 07857

222 RIDGEDALE AVE., CEDAR KNOLLS • 315 BROAD ST., BLOOMFIELD

★ Call For A Free Legal Consultation ★

NEED A LAWYER?
INJURED?

MARC J. BRENNER ESQ.
973-326-8902

 Personal Injury • Workers’ Compensation • Social Security DisabilityCertified By tHe SupreMe 
Court of new JerSey aS

a workerS CoMpenSation 
law attorney lawmarcbrenner.com  • marc@lawmarcbrenner.com

049A (MV) - St. Michael, Netcong   FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC · P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

“The Home of Quality & Creativeness” 
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

 by Phone
Awarded
Top 250
Florist

OPEN
 M-F 9-6
SAT 9-5

1-800-800-4051 • 49 Main St., Netcong
www.netcongvillageflorist.com

www.NetcongFuneral.com

Robert E. Kanapaux, Manager - N.J. Lic. 3215
Melissa A. Kanapaux, Funeral Director - N.J. Lic. No. 4523

973-347-0165
31 Main Street · Netcong, NJ 07857

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  A D V E R T I S E R S
Our Weekly Church Bulletin Is Made Possible By Their Continued Support!!

Please Patronize Our Generous Businesses & Let Them Know You Saw Their Ad!

NETCONG VILLAGE FLORIST
  PLANT NOOK & GIFT SHOP

973-347-4050

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

MAIN ROAD, LANDING                           NEW JERSEY 07850

Leber-Lakeside
 FuneraL Home

Joseph R. Cinotti
DiReCtoR

NJ Lic. No. 4098

MiChael J. Cinotti
pResiDent & ManageR

NJ Lic. No. 4228
973-398-3000

Catholic Families Serving Catholic Families
Continuing Joseph J.A. Cinotti’s Commitment To Family Service

MARGARET ROSS

Cell 973.713.0570 • Office 973.601.1212
Peggi.Ross@yahoo.com
Your Local Expert

HOUSE 
VALUES


